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4	Episodes	-	28min	-	English,	Japanese	Subscription	$10.99	/	month	Uzumaki	(Japanese:	うずまき?,	Spiral)	is	a	seinen	horror	manga	series	created	by	Junji	Ito.	Appearing	as	a	serial	in	the	weekly	manga	magazine	Big	Comic	Spirits	from	1998	to	1999,	the	chapters	were	compiled	into	three	tankobon	volumes	by	Shogakukan	and	published	from	August
1998	to	September	1999.	In	March	2000,	Shogakukan	released	all	three	volumes	in	a	complete	collection,	followed	by	a	second	omnibus	version	in	August	2010.	In	North	America,	Viz	Media	serialized	an	English-language	translation	of	the	series	in	its	monthly	magazine	Pulp	from	February	2001	to	August	2002.	Viz	Media	then	published	the	volumes
from	October	2001	to	October	2002,	with	a	re-release	from	October	2007	to	February	2008,	and	published	a	hardcover	complete	collection	in	October	2013.	The	series	tells	the	story	of	the	citizens	of	Kurôzu-cho,	a	fictional	city	plagued	by	a	supernatural	curse	involving	spirals.	The	story	for	Uzumaki	spiraled	out	of	the	idea	that	of	people	living	in	a
long	row	house,	and	Ito	making	the	house	into	a	spiral	to	reach	his	desired	length.	The	manga	was	adapted	into	two	video	games	for	the	WonderSwan	and	a	Japanese	live-action	film	directed	by	Higunchinsky.	The	manga	has	received	generally	positive	reviews	from	English-language	critics.	It	was	nominated	for	an	Eisner	Award	in	2003,	and	placed	in
the	Young	Adult	Library	Services	Association's	list	of	the	"Top	10	Graphic	Novels	for	Teens"	in	2009.	Plot[]	Uzumaki	follows	a	high-school	teenager	Kirie	Goshima	(五島切り絵),	her	boyfriend	Shuichi	Saito	(佐藤修一),	and	the	citizens	of	the	small,	fictional	Japanese	town	of	Kurôzu-cho	(黒渦町	Black	Vortex	Town	or	Closed	Town),	which	is	cursed	by
supernatural	events	involving	spirals.	As	the	story	progresses,	Kirie	and	Shuichi	witness	how	the	spiral	curse	affects	the	people	around	them,	slowly	making	spirals	the	center	of	their	lives.	As	the	community	begins	to	break	down,	Kirie	is	affected	by	the	curse	as	well	and	her	hair	begins	to	curl	into	an	unnatural	spiral	pattern,	drains	her	life	energy
to	hypnotize	the	citizens,	and	chokes	her	whenever	she	attempts	to	cut	it	off.	Shuichi	is	able	to	cut	her	hair	and	save	her.	The	curse	continues	to	plague	the	town,	until	a	storm	conjured	by	the	curse	destroys	most	of	its	structures.	The	only	remaining	buildings	are	ancient	abandoned	row	houses,	which	the	citizens	are	forced	first	to	move	into,	and	then
begin	expanding	as	they	grow	more	and	more	crowded.	Kirie	and	Shuichi	are	unable	to	escape	Kurôzu-cho,	despite	their	efforts.	When	they	return	to	the	town,	they	find	that	time	moves	faster	for	the	cursed	community	and	that	several	years	have	passed.	The	other	citizens	have	expanded	the	row	houses,	creating	one	massive	spiral	pattern.	Kirie	and
Shuichi	decide	to	search	for	Kirie's	parents,	which	brings	them	to	the	center	of	the	spiral.	At	the	center,	they	fall	down	a	pit,	within	which	they	discover	the	corpses	of	Kirie's	parents	and	an	ancient	city	completely	covered	with	spiral	patterns.	Shuichi	urges	Kirie	to	move	forward	and	find	a	way	to	stop	the	curse,	but	she	replies	that	she	does	not	have
the	strength	and	wishes	to	stay	with	him.	The	two	embrace	each	other	as	their	bodies	twist	and	wrap	together	as	a	result	of	the	curse.	As	they	lie	together,	Kirie	notes	that	the	curse	ended	at	the	same	time	it	began,	and	concludes	that	the	curse	is	eternal,	and	all	the	events	will	repeat	when	a	new	Kurôzu-cho	is	built	where	the	previous	one	laid.
Chapters[]	Development[]	Uzumaki	was	written	and	illustrated	by	mangaka	Junji	Ito.	The	story	comes	from	Ito's	experience	of	living	in	an	older	row	house	as	a	child.	While	trying	to	find	a	way	to	exaggerate	the	length	of	such	a	long	building,	Ito	was	inspired	by	the	shape	of	a	mosquito	coil	and	decided	to	turn	the	structure	into	a	spiral.	Ito	has	noted
that	the	spiral	is	a	"mysterious	pattern"	and	described	writing	Uzumaki	as	an	attempt	to	learn	the	secrets	of	the	spiral.	Ito	sought	inspiration	by	methods	such	as	staring	at	spirals,	researching	spirals,	creating	spiral	patterns	by	draining	water	from	bathtubs,	eating	foods	with	spiral	patterns,	and	raising	snails.	Looking	back	on	the	series	in	2006,	Ito
stated	that	while	he	was	still	uncertain	what	the	spiral	stood	for,	he	thought	it	might	be	representative	of	infinity.	Ito	intended	for	Uzumaki	to	subvert	the	positive	depictions	of	spirals	in	media,	stating,	"Usually	spiral	patterns	mark	character’s	cheeks	in	Japanese	comedy	cartoons,	representing	an	effect	of	warmth.	However,	I	thought	it	could	be	used
in	horror	if	I	drew	it	a	different	way."	Ito	also	took	inspiration	from	H.P.	Lovecraft's	works	when	creating	Uzumaki's	atmosphere,	sense	of	dread,	and	cosmic	horror	elements.	[]	Video	games[]	Two	video	games	were	developed	and	published	by	Omega	Micott	for	the	Bandai	WonderSwan.	The	first,	Uzumaki:	Denshi	Kaiki	Hen	(うずまき	〜電視怪奇
篇〜	Spiral	-Power	Vision	Strange	Edition-),	was	released	on	February	3,	2000	and	is	a	visual	novel	retelling	the	events	of	the	manga.	Kirie	Goshima's	actor,	Eriko	Hatsune	makes	a	special	appearance.	The	second	game,	titled	Uzumaki:	Noroi	Simulation	(うずまき	〜呪いシミュレーション〜	Spiral	-Curse	Simulation-),	was	released	on	March	4,	2000	and	is
a	simulation	game,	where	players	must	spread	the	spiral	curse.	The	objective	is	to	spread	the	curse	across	the	town	and	find	hidden	objects	to	gain	more	"Spiral	Power"	and	progress	the	story.	This	game	also	has	a	mini-game	centering	on	the	snail-human	hybrids.	Live-action	film[]	In	2000,	a	live-action	adaptation	of	Uzumaki	premiered	in
Japan.	Directed	by	Higunchinsky,	it	featured	Eriko	Hatsune	as	Kirie	Goshima,	Shin	Eun-kyung	as	Chie	Maruyama,	Fhi	Fan	as	Shuichi	Saito,	Keiko	Takahashi	as	Yukie	Saito,	Ren	Osugi	as	Toshio	Saito,	and	Hinako	Saeki	as	Kyoko	Sekino.	The	film	consists	of	four	parts	("A	Premonition",	"Erosion",	"Visitation",	and	"Transmigration"),	and	diverges	from
the	manga	as	production	began	before	the	manga's	conclusion.	The	film	received	a	54	percent	approval	rating	on	the	review	aggregator	website	Rotten	Tomatoes,	with	the	general	consensus	that	"Uzumaki	uses	its	creepy,	David	Lynch-inspired	atmospherics	to	effectively	build	a	sense	of	dread,	but	ultimately	fails	to	do	anything	with	it."	Reception[]
Uzumaki	was	nominated	for	an	Eisner	Award	in	the	category	of	"Best	U.S.	Edition	of	Foreign	Material"	in	2003.	The	Young	Adult	Library	Services	Association	chose	the	first	volume	for	its	list	of	the	"Top	10	Great	Graphic	Novels	for	Teens"	in	2009.	The	manga	was	also	included	on	its	list	of	the	53	"Great	Graphic	Novels	for	Teens".	Viz	Media's	Deluxe
edition	ranked	#172	in	Diamond's	Top	300	Graphic	Novels	on	October	2013	with	a	total	of	784	copies	sold.	IGN	placed	Uzumaki	at	#2	under	their	"Top	10	Horror/Thriller	Manga"	list.	About.com's	Deb	Aoki	placed	Uzumaki	in	her	list	of	recommended	horror	manga,	describing	it	as	a	classic	of	the	genre.	Uzumaki	appeared	in1001	Comics	You	Must
Read	Before	You	Die	(2011),	and	the	reviewer	wrote	that	it	reminded	him	of	the	works	of	H.P.	Lovecraft.	MyM	magazine	praised	the	manga,	calling	it	"one	of	the	scariest	manga	series	around."	In	Manga:	The	Complete	Guide	(2007),	Jason	Thompson	gave	Uzumaki	three	and	a	half	stars,	and	wrote	that,	taken	as	a	whole,	the	manga	succeeds	as	"an
elegant	and	sometimes	blackly	humorous	story	of	dreamlike	logic	and	nihilism."	Thompson	featured	the	manga	again	in	his	House	of	1000	Manga	blog,	praising	it	for	its	originality,	in	that	it	revolved	around	a	"a	certain	nightmarish,	fatalistic	way	of	looking	at	the	world".	Comics	Alliance	author	and	comic	artist,	Sara	Horrocks,	also	praised	the	manga,
stating	"What	makes	Uzumaki	such	a	strong	work	is	how	precise	it	is	in	it’s	mechanics.	It	is	meticulous	in	the	way	that	a	curse	might	be."	Gallery[]	Trivia[]	In	the	Japanese	poster	of	Uzumaki,	if	you	look	closely,	there	is	a	portrait	of	the	original	Japanese	manga	cover.	Japanese	manga	series	by	Junji	Ito	This	article	is	about	the	Japanese	manga.	For	the
2000	live-action	film,	see	Uzumaki	(film).	For	the	Naruto	character,	see	Naruto	Uzumaki.	UzumakiFirst	tankōbon	volume	coverうずまきGenreDark	fantasy[1]Psychological	horror[2]Supernatural[3]	MangaWritten	byJunji	ItoPublished	byShogakukanEnglish	publisherNA:	Viz	MediaMagazineBig	Comic	SpiritsEnglish	magazineNA:	PulpOriginal	runJanuary
19,	1998	–	August	30,	1999Volumes3	Anime	television	seriesDirected	bySee	episodesProduced	byMaki	Terashima-FurutaHaruyasu	MakinoWritten	byAki	ItamiMusic	byColin	StetsonStudioFugaku	(#1,	4)Akatsuki	(#2–3)Licensed	byWarner	Bros.	TelevisionNetflix	(streaming)[a]English	networkCA:	Adult	SwimUS:	Adult	Swim	(Toonami)Original	run
September	29,	2024	–	October	20,	2024Episodes4	Live-action	film	Uzumaki	(2000)	Anime	and	manga	portal	Uzumaki	(うずまき;	lit. 'Spiral'[4])	is	a	Japanese	horror	manga	series	written	and	illustrated	by	Junji	Ito.	Appearing	as	a	serial	in	Shogakukan's	weekly	seinen	manga	magazine	Big	Comic	Spirits	from	1998	to	1999,	the	chapters	were	compiled
into	three	bound	volumes	published	from	August	1998	to	September	1999.	In	March	2000,	Shogakukan	released	an	omnibus	edition,	followed	by	a	second	omnibus	version	in	August	2010.	In	North	America,	Viz	Media	serialized	an	English-language	translation	of	the	series	in	its	monthly	magazine	Pulp	from	February	2001	to	August	2002.	Viz	Media
then	published	the	volumes	from	October	2001	to	October	2002,	with	a	re-release	from	October	2007	to	February	2008,	and	published	a	hardcover	omnibus	edition	in	October	2013.	The	series	tells	the	story	of	the	denizens	of	Kurouzu-cho,	a	fictional	town	which	is	plagued	by	a	supernatural	curse	involving	spirals.	The	story	for	Uzumaki	originated
when	Ito	attempted	to	write	a	story	about	people	living	in	a	very	long	terraced	house,	and	he	was	inspired	to	use	a	spiral	shape	to	achieve	the	desired	length.	Ito	believes	the	horror	of	Uzumaki	is	effective	due	to	its	subversion	of	symbols	which	are	positively	portrayed	in	Japanese	media,	and	its	theme	of	protagonists	struggling	against	a	mysterious
force	stronger	than	themselves.	Uzumaki	continues	to	receive	critical	acclaim,	deemed	by	many	as	Ito's	magnum	opus.	The	manga	has	received	generally	positive	reviews	from	English-language	critics.	It	was	nominated	for	an	Eisner	Award	in	2003,	and	placed	in	the	Young	Adult	Library	Services	Association's	list	of	the	"Top	10	Graphic	Novels	for
Teens"	in	2009.	In	2000,	the	manga	was	adapted	into	two	video	games	for	the	WonderSwan	and	a	Japanese	live-action	film	directed	by	Higuchinsky.	An	anime	television	miniseries	adaptation	co-produced	by	Production	I.G	USA	and	Adult	Swim	aired	from	September	to	October	2024	in	the	United	States	on	Adult	Swim's	Toonami	programming	block.
Uzumaki	follows	a	high-school	student,	Kirie	Goshima	(五島桐絵);	her	boyfriend,	Shuichi	Saito	(斎藤秀一);	and	the	citizens	of	the	small,	quiet	Japanese	town	of	Kurouzu-cho	(黒渦町,	Black	Vortex	Town),	which	is	enveloped	by	supernatural	events	involving	spirals.	As	the	story	progresses,	Kirie	and	Shuichi	witness	how	the	spiral	curse	affects	the	people
around	them,	causing	the	citizens	to	become	either	obsessed	with	or	paranoid	about	spirals,	including	transforming	them	into	grotesque	monsters	such	as	contorting	their	bodies,	making	pregnant	women	act	like	mosquitoes,	raising	the	dead,	and	mutating	most	of	the	citizens	into	snails.	The	curse	also	affects	Kurouzu's	environment	as	it
simultaneously	creates	whirlwinds	and	whirlpools,	especially	turning	the	abandoned	lighthouse	into	a	hot	furnace	while	making	whoever	looks	at	it	walk	in	circles.	Shuichi	becomes	reclusive	after	both	of	his	parents	die	from	the	horrific	psychological	and	physical	powers	of	the	spirals,	but	also	gains	the	ability	to	detect	when	the	spiral	curse	is	taking
place,	although	he	is	often	dismissed	until	the	next	paranormal	effects	of	the	curse	become	obvious.	Eventually,	Kirie	is	affected	by	the	curse	as	well,	when	her	hair	begins	to	curl	into	an	unnatural	spiral	pattern,	drains	her	life	energy	to	hypnotize	the	citizens,	and	chokes	her	whenever	she	attempts	to	cut	it	off.	Shuichi	is	able	to	cut	her	hair	and	save
her.	As	the	community	begins	to	break	down,	the	curse	continues	to	plague	the	town	until	a	series	of	typhoons	conjured	by	the	curse	destroys	most	of	its	structures.	The	only	remaining	buildings	are	ancient	abandoned	row	houses,	which	the	citizens	are	forced	to	move	into.	The	curse's	power	increases	dramatically,	resulting	in	loud	sounds	or	sudden
movements	generating	whirlwinds.	Kirie	and	Shuichi	gather	everyone	to	devise	a	plan	to	escape	Kurouzu,	but	when	they	attempt	to	escape,	their	efforts	are	unsuccessful.	After	returning	to	the	town,	they	discover	that	several	years	have	passed	since	they	left,	as	time	speeds	up	away	from	the	spiral.	The	other	citizens	expanded	the	row	houses	until
they	connected	into	a	single	structure,	forming	a	labyrinthine	spiral	pattern.	Almost	everyone	in	the	town	has	been	mutated	by	the	curse	due	to	them	being	forced	into	the	overcrowded	rowhouses,	with	their	bodies	twisting	into	spiral	arrangements.	Kirie	and	Shuichi	decide	to	search	for	Kirie's	parents,	which	brings	them	to	the	center	after	many	days
of	walking	through	the	labyrinth	which	leads	them	directly	to	Dragonfly	Pond,	which	drains	to	reveal	a	spiral	staircase.	When	they	begin	walking	down	the	steps,	Shuichi	is	hurled	down	into	the	pit	by	a	mutated	citizen,	with	Kirie	descending	the	stairs	to	find	him.	She	slips	and	falls,	but	survives	after	her	fall	is	broken	by	countless	bodies	making	up
the	ground	of	a	vast,	ancient	city	consisting	entirely	of	spiral	patterns	in	various	arrangements.	As	Kirie	looks	for	Shuichi,	she	finds	her	parents	twisted	and	petrified,	resembling	stone	statues,	along	with	many	other	citizens	of	Kurouzu	who	have	met	the	same	fate.	Then,	she	hears	Shuichi	call	for	her	and	goes	to	him.	Both	are	overwhelmed	by	the
ancient	spirals	surrounding	them.	Shuichi	points	out	how	it	seems	as	though	the	strange	assortment	of	structures	has	a	will	of	its	own.	Noticing	that	the	petrified	citizens	of	Kurouzu	are	all	facing	the	spiral	city,	Shuichi	determines	that	this	is	the	true	source	of	the	curse;	the	sentient	city	has	periodically	expanded	on	its	own,	and	cursed	the	land	above
out	of	jealousy	from	having	no	one	to	view	its	architecture.	Shuichi	urges	Kirie	to	leave	without	him	as	he	can	no	longer	walk	and	the	curse	should	be	over	soon,	but	she	replies	that	she	does	not	have	the	strength	and	wishes	to	stay	with	him.	The	two	embrace	with	their	bodies	twisting	and	intertwining	together,	signifying	their	acceptance	of	the
never-ending	curse.	At	the	same	time,	a	stone	tower	in	the	shape	of	a	drill	bit	rises	out	of	the	city	and	breaches	the	surface,	forming	the	centerpiece	of	the	abandoned	town.	As	Shuichi	and	Kirie	lie	together,	Kirie	notes	that	the	curse	ended	at	the	same	time	it	began,	for	just	as	time	speeds	up	away	from	the	center,	it	freezes	at	the	center.	The	spiral's
curse	is	eternal,	and	all	the	events	will	repeat	when	a	new	Kurouzu	is	built	where	the	previous	one	lies.	Kirie	Goshima	Voiced	by:	Uki	Satake[5]	(Japanese);	Abby	Trott[6]	(English)	Shuichi	Saito	Voiced	by:	Shin-ichiro	Miki[5]	(Japanese);	Robbie	Daymond[6]	(English)	Yasuo	Goshima	Voiced	by:	Toshio	Furukawa[5]	(Japanese);	Doug	Stone[6]	(English)
Chizuko	Goshima	Voiced	by:	Shino	Kakinuma[7]	(Japanese);	Dorothy	Elias-Fahn[7]	(English)	Mitsuo	Goshima	Voiced	by:	Yuko	Sanpei[7]	(Japanese);	Laura	Stahl[7]	(English)	Toshio	Saito	Voiced	by:	Takashi	Matsuyama[5]	(Japanese);	Aaron	LaPlante[6]	(English)	Yukie	Saito	Voiced	by:	Mika	Doi[5]	(Japanese);	Mona	Marshall[6]	(English)	Azami	Kurotani
Voiced	by:	Mariya	Ise[5]	(Japanese);	Cristina	Vee[6]	(English)	Tokuo	Katayama	Voiced	by:	Katsutoshi	Matsuzaki[5]	(Japanese);	Max	Mittelman[6]	(English)	Okada	Voiced	by:	Wataru	Hatano[5]	(Japanese);	Kaiji	Tang[8]	(English)	Kazuki	Tsumura	Voiced	by:	Tatsumaru	Tachibana[5]	(Japanese);	Sean	Chiplock[8]	(English)	Ikuo	Yokota	Voiced	by:	Kōichi
Tōchika[5]	(Japanese);	Jonah	Scott[8]	(English)	Shiho	Ishikawa	Voiced	by:	Ami	Fukushima[5]	(Japanese);	Erica	Mendez[8]	(English)	Kazunori	Nishiki	Voiced	by:	Yūto	Uemura[7]	(Japanese);	Khoi	Dao[7]	(English)	Yoriko	Endo	Voiced	by:	Satomi	Hanamura[7]	(Japanese);	Brianna	Knickerbocker[7]	(English)	Mitsuru	Yamaguchi	Voiced	by:	Kappei
Yamaguchi[7]	(Japanese);	Erik	Scott	Kimerer[7]	(English)	Kyoko	Sekino	Voiced	by:	Yoko	Hikasa[7]	(Japanese);	Jenny	Yokobori[7]	(English)	Keiko	Nakayama	Voiced	by:	Shiori	Koshikawa[9]	(Japanese);	Amber	Lee	Connors[9]	(English)	Wakabayashi	Voiced	by:	Yūji	Ueda[9]	(Japanese);	Stephen	Fu[9]	(English)	Pregnant	Woman	L	Voiced	by:	Sumi
Shimamoto[9]	(Japanese);	Larissa	Gallagher[9]	(English)	Chie	Maruyama	Voiced	by:	Ai	Kobayashi[10]	(Japanese);	Courtney	Lin[10]	(English)	Tanizaki	Voiced	by:	Satoshi	Mikami[10]	(Japanese);	Patrick	Seitz[10]	(English)	Butterfly	Tribe	Leader	Voiced	by:	Yuto	Nakano[10]	(Japanese);	Kirk	Thornton[10]	(English)	Takemoto	Voiced	by:	Yukito	Soma[10]
(Japanese);	Brent	Mukai[10]	(English)	Junji	Ito's	initial	desire	was	to	create	a	story	about	strange	changes	that	would	occur	to	people	living	in	a	very	long,	traditional	Japanese	terraced	house.	This	story	would	have	been	based	on	Ito's	personal	experience	living	in	such	a	house	as	a	child.[11]	During	the	process	of	finding	a	way	to	draw	such	a	long
building,	Ito	was	inspired	by	the	shape	of	a	mosquito	coil	and	decided	he	could	make	the	building	long	by	having	it	spiral.[12]	Ito	has	noted	that	the	spiral	is	a	"mysterious	pattern"	and	described	writing	Uzumaki	as	an	attempt	to	learn	the	secrets	of	the	spiral.	Ito	sought	inspiration	by	methods	such	as	staring	at	spirals,	researching	spirals,	creating
spiral	patterns	by	draining	water	from	bath	tubs,	eating	foods	with	spiral	patterns,	and	raising	snails.[13]	Looking	back	on	the	series	in	2006,	Ito	stated	that	while	he	was	still	uncertain	what	the	spiral	stood	for,	he	thought	it	might	be	representative	of	infinity.[14]	Uzumaki	was	influenced	by	the	positive	representation	of	spirals	in	media,	which
inspired	Ito	to	subvert	them	to	create	horror,	stating:	"Usually	spiral	patterns	mark	character's	cheeks	in	Japanese	comedy	cartoons,	representing	an	effect	of	warmth.	However,	I	thought	it	could	be	used	in	horror	if	I	drew	it	a	different	way."	The	story	in	which	Kirie's	hair	is	cursed	by	the	spiral	reflects	a	recurring	theme	in	Ito's	work	in	which	a
heroine's	hair	has	a	life	of	its	own.	Ito	uses	this	imagery	because	it	lends	itself	well	to	horror	due	to	its	association	with	the	Japanese	feminine	ideal	(Yamato	nadeshiko),	as	well	as	the	unnerving	flowing	motions	of	long	hair,	which	he	describes	as	snakelike.	Ito	also	noted	that	horror	writer	H.	P.	Lovecraft	was	one	of	his	inspirations	when	creating
Uzumaki,	stating	that	the	gradual	development	of	the	spiral	curse	was	patterned	on	Lovecraft's	storytelling	and	that	"Lovecraft's	expressionism	with	regard	to	atmosphere	greatly	inspires	my	creative	impulse."[14]	Written	and	illustrated	by	Junji	Ito,	Uzumaki	was	serialized	in	Shogakukan's	seinen	manga	magazine	Big	Comic	Spirits	from	January	19,
1998,[15]	to	August	30,	1999.[b]	Shogakukan	compiled	the	chapters	into	three	bound	volumes	and	published	them	from	August	29,	1998,[18]	to	September	30,	1999.[19]	To	celebrate	the	release	of	the	live-action	film,	the	manga	series	was	released	in	an	omnibus	volume	in	March	2000,	with	an	additional	"lost"	chapter.[20]	Shogakukan	released
another	omnibus	edition	on	August	30,	2010,	with	the	same	content	and	additional	commentary	from	Masaru	Sato.[21]	In	North	America,	Viz	Media	serialized	an	English-language	translation	of	the	series	in	its	monthly	magazine	Pulp	from	the	February	2001	issue	to	the	August	2002	issue.[22][23]	It	published	volumes	of	the	series	from	October	2001
to	October	2002.[24][25]	Viz	Media	re-released	the	series	with	new	covers	from	October	2007	to	February	2008,[26][27]	and	published	the	omnibus	volume	in	hardcover	with	twelve	color	pages	on	October	13,	2013.[28]	The	series	has	also	been	translated	into	other	languages,	such	as	Spanish,[29]	French,[30]	Brazilian	Portuguese,[31]	Polish,[32]
Swedish,[33]	Mandarin,[34]	Korean,[35]	and	Serbian.[36]	No.	Original	release	date	Original	ISBN	English	release	date	English	ISBN	1	August	29,	1998[18]4-09-185721-3October	28,	2001	(1st	ed.)[24]October	16,	2007	(2nd	ed.)[26]978-1-56-931714-3	(1st	ed.)1-4215-1389-7	(2nd	ed.)	1.	"The	Spiral	Obsession	Part	1"	(うずまきマニア:	その1,	Uzumaki
Mania:	So	no	Ichi)	2.	"The	Spiral	Obsession	Part	2"	(うずまきマニア:	その2,	Uzumaki	Mania:	So	no	Ni)	3.	"The	Scar"	(傷跡,	Kizuato)	4.	"The	Firing	Effect"	(窯変,	Yōhen)	5.	"Twisted	Souls"	(ねじれた人びと,	Nejireta	Hitobito)	6.	"Medusa"	(巻髪,	Maki	Kami)	Afterword	2	February	26,	1999[37]4-09-185722-1July	28,	2002	(1st	ed.)[38]December	18,	2007	(2nd
ed.)[39]978-1-59-116033-5	(1st	ed.)1-4215-1390-0	(2nd	ed.)	7.	"Jack-in-the-Box"	(びっくり箱,	Bikkuri-Bako)	8.	"The	Snail"	(ヒトマイマイ,	Hitomaimai)	9.	"The	Black	Lighthouse"	(黒い灯台,	Kuroi	Tōdai)	10.	"Mosquitoes"	(蚊柱,	Kabashira)	11.	"The	Umbilical	Cord"	(臍帯,	Saitai)	12.	"The	Storm"	(台風1号,	Taifū	Ichi-gō)	Afterword	3	September	30,	1999[19]4-09-
185723-XOctober	28,	2002	(1st	ed.)[25]February	19,	2008	(2nd	ed.)[27]978-1-59-116048-9	(1st	ed.)1-4215-1391-9	(2nd	ed.)	13.	"The	House"	(鬼のいる長屋,	Oni	no	Iru	Nagaya)	14.	"Butterflies"	(蝶,	Chō)	15.	"Chaos"	(混沌,	Konton)	16.	"Erosion"	(続・混沌,	Zoku・Konton)	17.	"Escape"	(脱出,	Dasshutsu)	18.	"The	Labyrinth"	(迷路,	Meiro)	19.	"Completion"	(遺
跡,	Iseki)	Lost	chapter:	"Galaxies"	(銀河,	Ginga)[c]	Afterword	Two	video	games	were	developed	and	published	by	Omega	Micott	for	the	Bandai	WonderSwan.	The	first,	Uzumaki:	Denshi	Kaiki	Hen	(うずまき	〜電視怪奇篇〜,	Spiral	–	Television	Mystery),	was	released	on	February	3,	2000,	and	is	a	visual	novel	retelling	the	events	of	the	manga.[40]	Kirie
Goshima's	actor,	Eriko	Hatsune	makes	a	special	appearance.[41]	The	second	game,	titled	Uzumaki:	Noroi	Simulation	(うずまき	〜呪いシミュレーション〜,	Spiral	–	Curse	Simulation),	was	released	on	March	4,	2000,	and	is	a	simulation	game.[42]	Players	are	tasked	by	the	Uzumaki	Sennin	(うずまき仙人;	Spiral	Master)	to	spread	the	spiral	curse.	The
objective	is	to	spread	the	curse	across	the	town	and	find	hidden	objects	to	gain	more	"Spiral	Power"	and	progress	the	story.	The	title	also	includes	a	mini-game	involving	one	of	the	snail-human	hybrids.[43]	Main	article:	Uzumaki	(film)	On	February	11,	2000,	a	live-action	adaptation	of	Uzumaki	was	released	in	Japan.[44]	Directed	by	Higuchinsky,	it
featured	Eriko	Hatsune	as	Kirie	Goshima,	Shin	Eun-kyung	as	Chie	Maruyama,	Fhi	Fan	as	Shuichi	Saito,	Keiko	Takahashi	as	Yukie	Saito,	Ren	Osugi	as	Toshio	Saito,	and	Hinako	Saeki	as	Kyoko	Sekino.[45]	The	film	consists	of	four	parts	("A	Premonition",	"Erosion",	"Visitation",	and	"Transmigration"),	and	as	a	result	of	being	produced	before	the	manga's
conclusion,	uses	a	different	ending	than	the	manga.	At	2019's	Crunchyroll	Expo,	a	4-episode	anime	television	miniseries	adaptation	was	announced.	The	miniseries	is	co-produced	by	Production	I.G	USA	and	Adult	Swim's	in-house	production	arm	Williams	Street.	The	anime	is	directed	by	Hiroshi	Nagahama,	with	Colin	Stetson	composing	the	music.	It
premiered	on	Adult	Swim's	Toonami	programming	block	before	its	Japanese	premiere.	This	is	the	fourth	time	that	Cartoon	Network,	as	an	entire	network,	was	directly	involved	in	the	production	of	a	Japanese	anime,	with	The	Big	O	II,	IGPX	(both	the	2005	micro-series	and	2006	anime),	and	the	FLCL	sequels,	all	receiving	some	form	of	animated
production	that	was	backed	by	the	network.[46]	Creative	director	Jason	DeMarco	stated	that	as	of	March	25,	2020,	production	was	still	in	progress,	and	that	the	COVID-19	pandemic	had	no	effect	on	production.[47]	In	an	interview	with	Ito,	he	speaks	of	Hiroshi	Nagahama	in	respect	calling	him	"quite	talented".	He	also	said	that	being	faithful	to	his
original	manga	made	him	"quite	happy".	Ito	confirmed	that	the	screenplay	of	the	series	was	finished	since	he	checked.	He	said	"Four	episodes	is	way	shorter	than	the	original	manga.	They	did	a	good	job	of	rearranging	the	series.	For	example,	someone	who	dies	early	on	now	plays	an	important	role	later	on.	They	did	a	fantastic	job	of	crafting	things
together	like	that.	The	screenwriter	is	a	very	talented	individual."[48]	The	anime	is	produced	entirely	in	black	and	white.[49][50][51]	On	June	10,	2020,	the	anime's	official	Twitter	account	presented	some	pictures	of	storyboards.[52]	On	July	22,	2020,	the	official	Twitter	announced	the	Japanese	voice	cast.[53]	On	July	26,	2020,	Adult	Swim	reran	the
same	teaser	trailer	during	its	Adult	Swim	Con	and	presented	an	interview	with	series	director	Nagahama.	In	addition	to	this,	it	was	confirmed	that	the	series	was	being	moved	back	a	year	from	its	originally	planned	2020	release.[54]	On	July	29,	2020,	the	Japanese	voice	cast	officially	started	recording.[55]	A	second	teaser	video	was	posted	on	June	15,
2021,	with	comments	from	director	Hiroshi	Nagahama	describing	how	the	pandemic	forced	the	team	to	"restructure"	their	plan	for	the	anime	from	scratch.	The	video	also	confirmed	that	the	anime	would	be	delayed	again	to	October	2022.[50]	In	June	2022,	Corus	Entertainment	confirmed	through	a	press	release	that	the	series	would	also	be
broadcast	on	Adult	Swim	in	Canada.[56]	Later	that	same	month,	the	anime	was	once	again	delayed	indefinitely	at	the	request	of	the	production	staff.[57]	In	2023,	Ari	Aster	and	Lars	Knudsen's	company	Square	Peg	was	revealed	to	be	involved	with	producing	the	series.[58]	On	July	22,	2023,	during	Adult	Swim's	"Toonami	on	the	Green"	panel	at	San
Diego	Comic-Con,	the	network	debuted	a	new	clip	from	the	series.	Despite	it	not	unveiling	any	release	timeframe	at	the	end,	Jason	DeMarco	later	stated	on	Twitter	that	the	series	would	premiere	later	in	2023,	although	that	did	not	happen.[59]	The	series	premiered	in	Japanese	with	English	subtitles	on	September	29,	2024,	and	its	English	dub
premiered	on	October	4	of	the	same	year.[60][61][62]	Netflix	announced	on	October	25,	2024,	that	the	series	is	set	to	be	streamed	on	the	platform	in	Asia	by	the	end	of	the	year.[63]	The	series	was	originally	announced	as	being	animated	by	Drive	by	producer	Maki-Terashima	Furuta.[49]	In	July	2023,	some	articles	mentioned	that	it	was	being
produced	by	both	Drive	and	Akatsuki.[59]	However,	when	the	series	premiered	in	September	2024,	Drive's	name	was	not	included	in	the	credits.	Animation	production	for	the	first	episode	was	instead	credited	to	planning	and	production	company	Fugaku.[64]	The	second	and	third	episodes	were	credited	as	being	produced	at	Akatsuki;	however,
Nagahama	was	only	credited	for	the	storyboards,	with	Yuji	Moriyama	credited	as	director	in	his	place.[7]	The	fourth	and	final	episode	credits	neither	Nagahama	nor	Moriyama	as	director,	and	omits	the	title	entirely.	No.TitleSeries	directorEpisode	director [d]StoryboarderOriginal	release	date [61][e]English	dub	air	date [62]1"Episode	1"Hiroshi
NagahamaKouichirou	Sohtome[65]Hiroshi	NagahamaSeptember	29,	2024	(2024-09-29)October	4,	2024	Shuichi	Saito	tells	his	girlfriend	Kirie	Goshima	that	his	father,	Toshio,	has	become	obsessed	with	spirals	to	the	point	of	madness.	Kirie	sees	for	herself	when	she	returns	home	and	sees	Toshio	insanely	demanding	her	potter	father,	Yasuo,	make	a
spiral	pattern	pottery	for	him.	Later	at	school,	Kirie	and	classmate	Azami	Kurotami	discuss	Azami's	crescent-shaped	forehead	scar,	which	seems	to	attract	boys	to	her.	After	class,	Kirie	introduces	Azami	to	Shuichi,	but	she	startles	Shuichi	and	he	runs	off	with	Kirie.	Later,	Kirie	delivers	her	father's	finished	pottery	to	Toshio.	But	Toshio	now	claims	he
can	become	a	spiral,	and	shows	he	can	twist	his	tongue	into	a	spiral,	frightening	Kirie	away.	Meanwhile,	Azami	runs	into	Shuichi	and	admits	that	she	is	now	infatuated	with	him	because,	unlike	other	boys,	he	was	repelled	by	her	scar.	Shuichi	points	out	that	her	scar	has	now	turned	into	a	spiral,	and	warns	her	that	the	town	is	infecting	her	with	a
curse.	Sometime	later,	Shuichi	and	his	mother	Yukie	arrive	home,	only	to	discover	that	Toshio	had	contorted	his	entire	body	into	a	long	spiral	crammed	inside	a	tub,	killing	himself	in	the	process.	Later,	the	smoke	from	Toshio's	cremation	forms	a	spiral	and	then	an	image	of	his	face,	driving	Yukie	so	insane	as	to	require	hospitalization.	Back	at	school,
Kirie	discovers	a	classmate,	Tokuo	Katayama,	also	has	a	large	spiral	pattern	on	his	back.	After	school,	she	runs	into	Azami	again	and	discovers	that	her	spiral	scar	has	grown	into	a	vortex	that	has	consumed	half	her	head.	Later,	Azami	tricks	Okada,	a	classmate	who	has	a	crush	on	her,	into	bringing	Shuichi	to	her.	The	vortex	then	grows	uncontrollably,
swallowing	Okada	whole,	and	then	devouring	the	rest	of	Azami's	body.	2"Episode	2"Yuji	MoriyamaTaiki	Nishimura[7]Hiroshi	NagahamaOctober	6,	2024	(2024-10-06)October	11,	2024	Katayama	morphs	into	a	giant	snail	with	a	spiral	shell.	His	parents	refuse	to	believe	this	has	happened,	and	so	Katayama	has	to	live	in	a	chicken	coop	in	the	school.	A
fellow	student,	Tsumura,	also	morphs	into	a	giant	snail.	He	mates	with	Katayama,	and	then	they	disappear,	leaving	a	pile	of	eggs.	The	teacher,	Mr.	Yokota,	destroys	the	eggs,	but	days	later	he	himself	turns	into	a	giant	snail.	Elsewhere,	fellow	students	Kazunori	Nishiki	and	Yoriko	Endo	love	each	other	even	though	their	families	are	feuding.	They
secretly	meet	in	an	abandoned	rowhouse,	where	they	stumble	upon	two	mating	snakes	who	have	twisted	their	bodies	together.	They	ultimately	decide	to	elope.	With	help	from	Kirie	and	Shuichi,	they	try	to	flee	the	town,	but	their	families	corner	them	on	the	beach.	Kazunori	and	Yoriko	then	decide	to	twist	their	own	bodies	together	just	like	the	snakes,
and	they	crawl	off	into	the	ocean.	During	this	time,	Kirie's	own	hair	comes	to	life	and	takes	the	form	of	large	spirals.	The	spirals	mesmerize	everyone	except	Shuichi.	They	even	inspire	one	student,	the	class	clown	Mitsuru	Yamaguchi,	to	try	to	impress	Kirie	with	a	dangerous	stunt	that	causes	his	death.	Another	student,	Kyoko	Sekino,	grows	so	jealous
of	Kirie	that	her	own	hair	comes	to	life,	and	the	two	girls'	hair	have	a	battle.	During	the	battle,	Shuichi	is	able	to	free	Kirie	by	snipping	off	all	her	long	hair.	Later,	the	light	from	an	abandoned	lighthouse	starts	working	again,	causing	some	people	to	walk	in	spirals.	Kirie's	brother	Mitsuo	and	some	of	his	friends	go	explore	the	lighthouse.	Kirie	rushes
inside	to	rescue	them,	only	to	find	burnt	bodies	along	the	spiral	staircase.	She	finds	the	boys	at	the	top,	where	the	Fresnel	lens	has	warped	into	a	spiral	pattern.	Then	she	realizes	that	the	heat	from	the	bright	light	was	what	burned	the	other	people	to	death.	Kirie,	Mitsuo	and	her	friends	desperately	run	down	the	stairway	trying	to	escape	the
activating	light.	At	the	cemetery,	the	light	make	Yamaguchi's	body	rise	from	his	grave	in	a	jump	scare,	just	like	his	signature	"jack	in	the	box"	prank.	3"Episode	3"Yuji	MoriyamaShigeki	Awai[9]Hiroshi	NagahamaOctober	13,	2024	(2024-10-13)October	18,	2024	Kirie	is	admitted	to	the	town's	hospital	for	her	burns.	Also	at	the	hospital,	Toshio	appears	to
Yukie	in	the	form	of	a	millipede,	wanting	to	crawl	into	the	spiral	that	is	already	in	her	ear,	her	cochlea.	Repeated	visits	drive	Yukie	to	fatally	stab	herself	in	the	ear.	At	the	same	time,	spiral	shaped	swarms	of	mosquitoes	have	been	biting	women	about	to	give	birth,	including	Kirie's	cousin	Keiko.	The	following	night,	Kirie	wakes	up	and	discovers	that
the	pregnant	women	are	using	manual	hand	drills	to	drain	and	suck	the	blood	of	patients.	The	women	try	to	kill	Kirie,	but	she	uses	Shuichi's	mosquito	repellant	to	disperse	them.	Sometime	later,	Kirie	and	Shuichi	discover	that	the	newborn	babies	can	talk,	all	wanting	to	return	to	the	womb.	As	an	act	of	defiance,	they	regenerate	their	placenta	from
their	umbilical	cords,	which	take	the	form	of	mushrooms	loaded	with	blood.	The	now	deranged	obstetrician	has	been	feeding	the	mushrooms	to	patients,	and	has	sewn	Keiko's	baby	back	into	her	womb.	Keiko	attacks	the	doctor	and	Kirie	for	their	blood;	she	kills	the	doctor,	but	Kirie	escapes.	Soon	after,	Kirie	leaves	the	hospital	for	home,	only	to
discover	that	her	father	Yasuo	has	developed	his	own	obsession	with	spirals.	Yasuo	repeatedly	makes	pottery	filled	with	spirals	and	images	of	Shuichi's	parents.	Later,	Shuichi	hears	the	spirits	of	his	parents	calling	out	from	Yasuo's	kiln,	and	he	destroys	it.	A	typhoon	descends	upon	the	town,	and	Kirie	hears	it	calling	her	name.	Shuichi	claims	that	the
typhoon	has	fallen	madly	in	love	with	Kirie.	The	typhoon	ultimately	sucks	both	of	them	up	its	eye,	depositing	them	on	the	shore	of	a	pond	before	dispersing.	Kirie's	family	takes	refuge	in	one	of	the	old	roadhouses.	A	friend,	Mr.	Wakabayashi,	informs	the	family	that	their	neighbors	are	an	old	lady	and	her	son,	who	suffers	from	a	strange	malady.	Days
later,	the	son	dies.	Kirie	goes	to	investigate	and	finds	her	son	covered	with	spiral	shaped	spikes.	Wakabayashi	sneaks	into	the	old	room	to	spy	on	Kirie,	but	the	spikes	appear	on	him	now.	A	crazed	Wakabayashi	covered	in	long	spikes	attacks	Kirie,	but	is	killed	by	flying	debris	from	a	second	typhoon.	In	the	end,	Yamaguchi's	corpse	randomly	appears,
jumping	thanks	to	the	car	suspension	spring	inside	his	torso.	4"Episode	4"N/A[f]Wu	Hao,	Daisuke	Sato,	Kouichirou	Sohtome,	Shinrai	&	Studio	Massket[g]Hiroshi	NagahamaOctober	20,	2024	(2024-10-20)October	25,	2024	In	the	aftermath	of	the	second	typhoon,	Kurouzu-cho	is	hit	by	four	more	typhoons.	Chie	Maruyama	leads	a	news	crew	to
investigate,	but	a	whirlwind	kills	her	crew.	Kirie	and	Mitsuo	spot	her	and	explain	that	the	slightest	motion	or	sound	now	generates	deadly	whirlwinds.	But	moving	slowly	has	also	been	causing	people	to	morph	into	giant	snails.	They	take	Chie	back	to	the	rowhouse	where	their	family	has	taken	refuge,	but	the	others	kick	her	family	and	Shuichi	out	for
bringing	a	new	person	in.	The	group	then	find	a	gang	cooking	snail	people	for	food.	In	a	fight	with	the	gang,	Yasuo	gets	pushed	and	is	swept	up	in	a	whirlwind.	Kirie,	Shuichi,	and	Chie	leave	Mitsuo	with	Chizuko	to	search	for	Yasuo.	They	meet	a	group	that	tell	them	all	efforts	to	escape	the	town	through	the	roads	or	by	sea	have	failed.	They	journey	to
the	rowhouses	on	the	outskirts,	only	to	find	them	so	packed	with	people	that	their	bodies	have	twisted	into	one	big	knot.	These	people	now	only	care	about	expanding	their	rowhouses.	They	return	to	Mitsuo	only	to	learn	that	another	whirlwind	swept	Chizuko	away.	The	whole	group	then	makes	a	futile	attempt	to	escape	through	the	mountains.	During
that	time,	Mitsuo	turns	into	a	snail	person.	Kirie,	Shuichi	and	Chie	help	Mitsuo	escape	from	being	eaten.	The	trio	returns	to	Kurouzu-cho	and	find	that	many	years	have	passed	since	they	left.	The	rowhouses	now	form	one	giant	spiral	leading	to	Dragonfly	Pond;	Shuichi	theorizes	that	this	was	the	original	design	of	the	rowhouses.	They	rush	to	the	Pond
hoping	to	find	Kirie's	parents,	but	the	people	inside	the	rowhouses	pull	Chie	in.	When	Shuichi	and	Kirie	reach	the	pond,	everybody	else	suddenly	disappears.	They	find	a	descending	stairwell	in	place	of	the	pond	and	walk	in.	But	a	spiral	inflicted	person	pulls	Shuichi	off	the	stairs,	and	Kirie	also	falls	off	due	to	the	stairs	being	broken.	At	the	bottom,
Kirie	finds	a	giant	temple	made	of	spirals.	The	remains	of	all	the	people	surround	the	temple,	including	those	of	her	parents.	Kirie	finds	Shuichi,	but	both	are	now	too	exhausted	to	fight	the	spiral	curse	anymore.	Their	own	bodies	twist	together,	and	a	giant	drill	rises	up	and	closes	the	stairwell,	ending	the	curse.	In	a	post-credits	scene,	new	people
rebuild	Kurouzo-cho	over	the	ruins	of	the	old	town,	but	signs	of	the	spiral	curse	returning	appear.	Uzumaki	was	nominated	for	an	Eisner	Award	in	the	category	of	"Best	U.S.	Edition	of	Foreign	Material"	in	2003.[66]	The	Young	Adult	Library	Services	Association	chose	the	first	volume	for	its	list	of	the	"Top	10	Great	Graphic	Novels	for	Teens"	in	2009.
[67]	The	manga	was	also	included	on	its	list	of	the	53	"Great	Graphic	Novels	for	Teens".[68]	Viz	Media's	Deluxe	edition	ranked	No.	172	in	Diamond's	Top	300	Graphic	Novels	in	October	2013	with	a	total	of	784	copies	sold.[69]	IGN	placed	Uzumaki	at	#2	under	their	"Top	10	Horror/Thriller	Manga"	list.[70]	About.com's	Deb	Aoki	placed	Uzumaki	in	her
list	of	recommended	horror	manga,	describing	it	as	a	classic	of	the	genre.[71]	Uzumaki	appeared	in	1001	Comics	You	Must	Read	Before	You	Die	(2011),	and	the	reviewer	wrote	that	it	reminded	him	of	the	works	of	H.P.	Lovecraft.[72]	MyM	magazine	praised	the	manga,	calling	it	"one	of	the	scariest	manga	series	around."[73]	In	Manga:	The	Complete
Guide	(2007),	Jason	Thompson	gave	Uzumaki	three	and	a	half	stars,	and	wrote	that,	taken	as	a	whole,	the	manga	succeeds	as	"an	elegant	and	sometimes	blackly	humorous	story	of	dreamlike	logic	and	nihilism."[4]	Thompson	featured	the	manga	again	in	his	House	of	1000	Manga	blog,	praising	it	for	its	originality,	in	that	it	revolved	around	"a	certain
nightmarish,	fatalistic	way	of	looking	at	the	world".[74]	ComicsAlliance	author	and	comic	artist	Sara	Horrocks	also	praised	the	manga,	stating	"What	makes	Uzumaki	such	a	strong	work	is	how	precise	it	is	in	its	mechanics.	It	is	meticulous	in	the	way	that	a	curse	might	be."[75]	For	the	first	volume,	Theron	Martin	from	Anime	News	Network	gave	it	a
'B',	praising	the	art	style	and	character	designs,	including	Viz	Media's	new	cover	design.	He	stated,	however,	that	"some	of	the	attempts	at	horror	get	too	preposterous	for	their	own	good."[76]	Greg	Hackmann	of	Mania	gave	it	an	A,	praising	both	its	"well-honed"	art	and	Ito's	ability	to	form	an	effective	overarching	plot	out	of	Uzumaki's	loosely
connected	substories.[77]	Barb	Lien-Cooper	of	Sequential	Tart	gave	it	a	7	out	of	10,	stating	"The	art	is	clean	and	simple.	It	works	to	help	maintain	the	paranoia.	The	tone	and	pacing	of	this	story	are	also	just	right.	Altogether,	one	of	the	better	horror	stories	I've	read	this	year."[78]	Ken	Haley	of	PopCultureShock	gave	it	an	'A'	and	praised	Ito's	effective
use	of	body	horror,	though	he	noted	that	some	of	the	curse's	effects	were	more	humorous	than	frightening.[79]	For	the	second	volume,	Lien-Cooper	gave	it	8	out	of	10	stating,	"What	astounds	me	about	Junji	Ito's	work	is	its	deceptive	simplicity	and	its	flawless	execution."[80]	Sheena	McNeil,	also	from	Sequential	Tart,	instead	gave	it	a	9	out	of	10,
citing	the	novel	effects	of	the	curse	Ito	invented.[81]	Hackmann,	however,	gave	it	a	'B',	explaining	that	"Unfortunately,	this	shift	in	story	format	is	largely	a	failed	experiment:	with	the	overarching	escape	storyline	put	on	hiatus,	a	good	number	of	these	disconnected	episodes	degenerate	into	simple,	'lookit,	weird	stuff	happening'	horrorfests	that	lack
much	of	the	creative	spark	exhibited	throughout	the	first	Uzumaki	collection."[82]	When	reviewing	the	third	and	final	volume,	Haley	again	gave	it	an	'A',	praising	Junji	Ito	for	providing	answers	to	questions	previously	asked	but	not	answered	in	a	heavy	or	mundane	form.[83]	Lien-Cooper	gave	the	conclusion	a	6	out	of	10,	and	criticized	the	ending	as
nonsensical	and	the	expanded	background	given	in	"Galaxies"	as	uninteresting.[84]	^	Asian	territories	^	It	finished	in	the	magazine's	39th	issue	of	1999,[16]	released	on	August	30	of	that	same	year[17]	^	The	chapter	was	not	included	in	the	original	Japanese	release	but	in	the	subsequent	omnibus	editions.	It	was	included	in	the	third	volume	in	North
America.	^	This	row	is	for	"episode	directors"	(or	processing	directors)	rather	than	the	overall	"series	director"	of	an	episode.	According	to	Sohtome,	the	"assistant	director"	credit	is	being	used	as	an	equivalent	to	"episode	director"	in	the	first	episode.[65]	^	Adult	Swim	premiered	the	series	in	its	original	Japanese	subbed	format	before	the	English
dub	^	A	series	director	was	not	credited	for	episode	4	^	Three	episode	directors	credited	in	the	opening	telop,	five	credited	in	the	ending	telop	^	Douresseaux,	Leroy	(December	26,	2016).	"Tomie	Complete	Deluxe	Edition	manga	review".	ComicBookBin.	Archived	from	the	original	on	July	27,	2018.	Retrieved	July	27,	2018.	the	creator	of	the	the	[sic]
acclaimed	dark	fantasy	and	horror	manga,	Uzumaki	^	Panamaroff,	Adeline	(June	16,	2021).	"Uzumaki	Feeds	Off	the	Claustrophobia	of	a	Small	Town".	Anime	News	Network.	Archived	from	the	original	on	June	28,	2021.	Retrieved	June	28,	2021.	^	"The	Official	Website	for	Uzumaki".	Viz	Media.	Archived	from	the	original	on	August	26,	2019.	Retrieved
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Anita	(July	6,	2024).	"Uzumaki	Anime	Reveals	English	Cast".	Anime	News	Network.	Archived	from	the	original	on	July	6,	2024.	Retrieved	July	6,	2024.	^	a	b	c	d	e	f	g	h	i	j	k	l	m	n	UzumakiAnime	[@UzumakiAnime1]	(October	4,	2024).	"Here	are	the	main	staff	and	cast	for	Episode	2,	premiering	tomorrow	night	on	Adult	Swim	at	12:30am"	(Tweet).
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2014.	Retrieved	April	15,	2014.	^	Martin,	Theron	(January	3,	2008).	"Uzumaki	GN1	review".	Anime	News	Network.	Archived	from	the	original	on	April	9,	2014.	Retrieved	April	12,	2014.	^	Greg	Hackmann	(December	14,	2007).	"Uzumaki	Vol.	#01".	Mania.	Archived	from	the	original	on	February	1,	2009.	Retrieved	April	16,	2014.	^	Barb	Lien-Cooper
(February	1,	2002).	"Uzumaki	Vol.	1".	Sequential	Tart.	Archived	from	the	original	on	September	24,	2015.	Retrieved	April	16,	2014.	^	Ken	Haley	(October	10,	2007).	"Manga	Recon	Spooktacular:	Uzumaki	and	Gyo".	PopCultureShock.	Archived	from	the	original	on	June	24,	2011.	Retrieved	April	19,	2014.	^	Barb	Lien-Cooper	(August	1,	2002).
"Uzumaki	Vol.	2".	Sequential	Tart.	Archived	from	the	original	on	September	24,	2015.	Retrieved	April	16,	2014.	^	Sheena	McNeil	(August	1,	2002).	"Uzumaki	Vol.	2".	Sequential	Tart.	Archived	from	the	original	on	September	24,	2015.	Retrieved	April	16,	2014.	^	Greg	Hackmann	(December	4,	2007).	"Uzumaki	Vol.	#02".	Mania.	Archived	from	the
original	on	April	21,	2009.	Retrieved	April	16,	2014.	^	Ken	Haley	(January	31,	2008).	"Manga	Minis,	January	2008".	PopCultureShock.	Archived	from	the	original	on	July	8,	2010.	Retrieved	April	19,	2014.	^	Barb	Lien-Cooper	(December	1,	2002).	"Uzumaki	Vol.	3".	Sequential	Tart.	Archived	from	the	original	on	September	24,	2015.	Retrieved	April	16,
2014.	Official	website	at	Adult	Swim	Uzumaki	(manga)	at	Anime	News	Network's	encyclopedia	Retrieved	from	"	2American	adult	animated	television	series	12	oz.	MouseGenre	Adult	animation	Black	comedy	Psychological	thriller	Surreal	humour	Mystery	Action	Created	byMatt	MaiellaroWritten	byMatt	MaiellaroDirected	byMatt	MaiellaroVoices	of
Matt	Maiellaro	Adam	Reed	Kurt	Soccolich	Nick	Weidenfeld	Matt	Harrigan	Vishal	Roney	Scott	Luallen	Opening	theme"Main	Theme"	by	Nine	Pound	Hammer	(Season	1–2)Ending	theme"12	oz.	Mouse"	by	Amaranthe	("Invictus"	–	Season	3)Country	of	originUnited	StatesNo.	of	seasons3No.	of	episodes31	(and	2	specials	and	1	webisode)	(list	of
episodes)ProductionExecutive	producersKeith	CroffordMike	LazzoProducersMatt	MaiellaroJohn	BrestanRunning	time11–12	minutesProduction	companies	Williams	Street	Radical	Axis	(seasons	1-2)	Awesome	Inc	(special	and	season	3)	Original	releaseNetwork	Adult	Swim	Adult	Swim	Video	(webisode)	ReleaseJune	19,	2005	(2005-06-19)	–December	17,
2006	(2006-12-17)ReleaseJuly	20	(2020-07-20)	–July	31,	2020	(2020-07-31)	12	oz.	Mouse	is	an	American	adult	animated	television	series	created	by	Matt	Maiellaro	for	Cartoon	Network's	late-night	programming	block,	Adult	Swim.[1][2]	The	series	revolves	around	Mouse	Fitzgerald,	nicknamed	"Fitz"	(voiced	by	Maiellaro),	an	alcoholic	mouse	who
performs	odd	jobs	so	he	can	buy	more	beer.	Together	with	his	chinchilla	companion	Skillet,	Fitz	begins	to	recover	suppressed	memories	that	he	once	had	a	wife	and	a	child	who	have	now	vanished.	This	leads	him	to	seek	answers	about	his	past	and	the	shadowy	forces	that	seem	to	be	manipulating	his	world.	In	producing	the	series,	Maiellaro	crudely
designed	the	characters	as	a	cost-cutting	measure;	the	series	was	originally	animated	by	Radical	Axis.	He	intended	for	the	series	to	lack	continuity	starting	from	the	pilot	but	established	a	serial	format	after	starting	the	second	episode.	He	had	constructed	an	ending	for	the	series	as	well	as	a	detailed	map	of	characters;	however,	the	series	finale
concluded	differently	from	planned.	Maiellaro	cast	people	around	his	office	for	the	characters,	starring	himself	as	the	protagonist	and	Nine	Pound	Hammer	vocalist	Scott	Luallen	as	the	voice	of	Roostre;	the	band	also	performs	the	opening	theme.	The	pilot	episode	for	12	oz.	Mouse,	"Hired",	premiered	on	June	19,	2005.	The	series	became	a	regular
staple	of	Adult	Swim's	lineup	on	October	23	of	that	year	and	originally	ended	on	December	17,	2006.	A	stand-alone	webisode	was	released	online	on	May	16,	2007.	Critical	reception	was	mixed;	some	praised	the	series'	experimental	nature,	while	others	felt	confounded	by	it.	In	2018,	a	double-length	special,	entitled	"Invictus",	aired	on	October	14	and
it	was	announced	that	12	oz.	Mouse	was	also	revived	as	a	series.	The	third	season,	consisting	of	11	episodes,	premiered	on	July	20,	2020,	and	ended	on	July	31.[3]	The	ending	credits	of	both	"Invictus"	and	the	season	3	episodes	feature	a	song	by	Amaranthe	and	animation	by	Awesome	Inc.	In	February	2021,	it	was	revealed	that	the	show	would	not	be
picked	up	for	a	fourth	season.[4]	The	series'	main	characters,	Skillet	(left)	and	Mouse	Fitzgerald	(right)	The	show	revolves	around	a	mouse	named	Mouse	Fitzgerald	(voiced	by	Matt	Maiellaro),	nicknamed	"Fitz",	who	is	fond	of	beer	and	caught	in	a	world	of	espionage,	love,	and	the	delights	of	odd	jobs.	The	show	employs	a	serial	format,	and	its	ongoing
storyline	developed	from	absurdist	comedy	to	include	mystery	and	thriller	elements.[5]	Fitz	begins	to	recover	suppressed	memories	that	he	once	had	a	wife	and	a	child	who	have	now	vanished.	This	leads	him	to	seek	answers	about	his	past	and	the	shadowy	forces	that	seem	to	be	manipulating	his	world.	Fitz	suspects	there	is	a	sinister	conspiracy
involving	fields	of	"asprind"	pills	beneath	the	city,	and	Shark	(Adam	Reed),	Clock,	and	Rectangular	Businessman's	(Kurt	Soccolich)	attempt	to	control	the	nature	of	time	and	reality.	Fitz	and	Skillet	receive	help	from	Liquor	(Matt	Harrigan),	Roostre	(Scott	Luallen),	Peanut	Cop	(Nick	Weidenfeld)	and	others	as	they	engage	in	gun	battles,	blow	things	up,
and	try	to	understand	cryptic	hints.	The	show	also	sometimes	contains	surreal	"subliminal"	images	that	flash	across	the	screen	during	key	plot	moments,	including	skulls,	mustached	snake	beasts	and	people	screaming.	The	series	concludes	with	the	revelation	that	Fitz	has	been	kidnapped	and	placed	into	a	simulation	by	the	Shadowy	Figure.	He	is
about	to	be	killed	by	Shark	and	the	Rectangular	Businessman,	in	their	true	forms	outside	the	simulation,	when	he	is	rescued	by	the	true	form	of	Peanut	Cop	and	a	nurse	who	works	in	the	simulation	chamber.	They	kill	Shark	and	Rectangle	Businessman,	but	it	is	unknown	if	they	are	truly	dead	because	the	simulation	in	which	most	of	the	show	takes
place	is	probably	taking	place	in	another	simulation.	One	of	the	purposes	of	the	simulation	seen	in	most	of	the	show	was	to	extract	information	from	Fitz.	The	conclusion	to	episode	20	is	ambiguous	as	to	whether	or	not	it	is	actually	the	end	of	the	series,	as	some	aspects	of	the	plot	remain	unresolved	–	Golden	Joe	says	"I	thought	this	was	done,"	to	which
Fitz	replies,	"I	thought	so	too.	I	guess	we're	not."[6]	One	webisode	was	made	in	2007,	showing	Fitz	and	his	friends	escaping	the	city	to	live	in	a	desert.	Golden	Joe	is	carried	away	by	birds,	while	later	one	night,	Peanut	Cop	mysteriously	disappears.	Fitz	and	Skillet	later	meet	a	woman,	Lee,	who	turns	out	to	be	a	werewolf.	Their	fate	at	the	end	of	the
episode	was	unknown.	In	2018,	a	half-hour	special	episode	aired,	which	continued	the	story.	Fitz,	now	with	a	mustache	and	suffering	from	amnesia,	is	shown	to	be	living	in	a	new	city	during	an	unspecified	amount	of	time	after	the	original	finale.	Shark	and	Square	Guy	have	returned	somehow,	and	are	trying	to	kidnap	Fitz	so	they	can	return	to	the
"real"	world	with	the	help	of	exterminator	bee,	Buzby	(Dana	Snyder).	Skillet,	Roostre,	Peanut	Cop,	Golden	Joe,	and	The	New	Guy	(Mike	Lazzo)	must	find	and	escape	the	simulation	with	Fitz	before	Shark	and	Square	Guy	do.	Mouse	"Fitz"	Fitzgerald	(voiced	by	Matt	Maiellaro)	is	an	alcoholic	green	mouse	who	suffers	from	amnesia.	Shark	(voiced	by
Adam	Reed)	is	a	blue	shark	who	is	the	president	of	Cardboard	City	and	the	former	boss	of	Fitz.	Skillet	was	Fitz's	best	friend	and	sidekick.	Rectangular	Businessman	(voiced	by	Kurt	Sccolish)	was	a	businessman	who	owns	a	bank.	According	to	Maiellaro,	the	series	was	pitched	as	a	table	read	to	the	network.	He	jokingly	stated	that	they	accepted	it	after
claiming	that	production	costs	would	total	"five	dollars	and	will	take	some	of	the	paper	sitting	in	the	copier."[5]	Maiellaro	borrowed	inspiration	from	surrealism	and	the	films	of	David	Lynch.[7]	He	intended	for	the	series	to	lack	continuity	starting	from	the	pilot,	but	established	a	serial	format	after	starting	to	work	on	the	second	episode.	He	had
constructed	an	ending	for	the	series	as	well	as	a	detailed	map	of	characters;	however,	the	series	finale	concluded	differently	from	planned.[5]	In	November	2006,	Maiellaro	mentioned	the	possibility	of	continuing	the	series	with	webisodes,	and	he	wrote	five	additional	scripts	for	ending	the	series,[8]	but	finally,	he	only	produced	one	webisode,	entitled
"Enter	the	Sandmouse".	Radical	Axis	provided	animation	for	the	series	using	Final	Cut	Pro.[5][9]	Described	as	"lo-fi	animation",[7]	Maiellaro	crudely	designed	the	characters	as	a	cost-cutting	measure,	with	the	exception	of	Amalockh,	a	many-armed	monster	summoned	in	the	season	two	episode	"Corndog	Chronicles",	which	was	drawn	and	animated
by	Todd	Redner	at	the	studio,	and	Shark,	which	was	borrowed	from	the	Space	Ghost	Coast	to	Coast	episode	"Kentucky	Nightmare".[5]	In	a	behind-the-scenes	clip	of	the	show,	Maiellaro	explained	that	to	animate	the	series,	he	would	first	grab	a	nearby	sheet	of	copy	paper,	draw	something,	and	then	scan	it,	followed	by	him	sending	the	file	to	an
animator.[10]	Rhoda,	a	character	from	the	series,	was	drawn	on	the	back	of	a	script	page	for	Perfect	Hair	Forever.	A	scan	of	the	paper	revealed	the	textual	contents	behind	it,	which	Maiellaro	decided	to	leave	in.[5]	Series	creator	Matt	Maiellaro	(pictured	in	2010),	who	also	provided	the	voice	of	Mouse.	Maiellaro	cast	people	around	his	office	to	voice
the	characters.	He	provides	the	voice	of	Mouse	Fitzgerald.	He	originally	only	gave	the	scratch	dialogue	for	the	character	during	the	production	of	the	pilot	episode	but	chose	himself	to	voice	Mouse	regularly	after	hearing	his	lines	assembled	in	the	final	cut.	Kurt	Soccolich	was	chosen	by	Maiellaro	to	voice	Rectangular	Businessman,	who	"already	had
that	sort	of	smooth	arrogance	in	his	voice",	making	him	a	"perfect"	fit	for	him.[5]	Matt	Harrigan	was	selected	to	voice	Liquor,	who	is	"always	looking	to	make	light	of	a	situation",	according	to	Maiellaro.[5]	Nick	Weidenfeld	provides	the	voice	of	Peanut	Cop;	Melissa	Warrenburg	portrays	an	annoying	woman	in	a	green	sweater,	who	Maiellaro	dubs
"Robogirl".	Bonnie	Rosmarin	voices	Man/Woman,	picked	for	what	Maiellaro	stated	is	a	"pouty,	stand-offish	quality"	in	her	delivery.[5]	Nick	Ingkatanuwat	voices	The	Eye	and	Adam	Reed	plays	Shark.	Vocalist	of	Nine	Pound	Hammer	Scott	Luallen	voices	Roostre;	the	band	also	composed	the	opening	theme	song	for	the	series.	Golden	Joe	is	voiced	by
Vishal	Roney;	after	hearing	his	first	take	on	the	character,	Maiellaro	explained	that	he	was	left	unable	to	write	any	of	his	lines.	He	proceeded	to	only	provide	the	basic	structure	of	his	lines	in	the	script,	instructing	him	to	retroscript	the	rest.[5]	Maiellaro	spent	three	weeks	working	with	Ingkatanuwat	on	putting	together	the	set	for	the	opening	title
sequence.	The	set	was	filmed	with	a	motion	control	camera	and	was	inserted	with	miniature	explosives	and	smoke	bombs	for	special	effect.	Nine	Pound	Hammer	composed	the	opening	theme	song;	Maiellaro	sought	a	song	representing	the	"carefree"	lifestyle	of	Mouse	who	"does	things	like	drive	drunk,	film	porno	and	shoot	guns."[5]	Maiellaro,	who
plays	the	electric	guitar	in	his	free	time,	also	composed	the	song	"F-Off",	featured	in	both	the	first	episode	and	in	"Auraphull",	which	he	wrote	while	working	on	Space	Ghost	Coast	to	Coast.[5]	Swedish	heavy	metal	band	Amaranthe	performed	the	credits	theme	song	for	the	2018	special,	"Invictus".	The	June	14,	2018,	episode	of	the	Adult	Swim
streaming	series	Development	Meeting	featured	a	new	clip	from	12	oz.	Mouse,	which	featured	Seth	Green	as	Fitz,	hinting	at	a	return	to	the	series.	It	was	later	announced	on	September	18	of	that	year	that	the	series	would	return	for	a	half-hour	special	entitled	"Invictus",	which	aired	a	month	later	on	October	14.	On	the	day	of	the	special's	airing,
another	announcement	was	made	that	the	series	would	return	for	an	11-episode[11]	third	season	which	aired	in	late	July	2020.[12]	On	March	31,	2020,	the	third-season	premiere	aired	unannounced	at	2:45	am	EST	with	many	other	new	episodes	from	Adult	Swim	shows	as	part	of	Adult	Swim's	annual	April	Fools	Prank.	The	whole	third	season
premiered	on	July	20,	2020,	and	ended	on	July	31.[13][14]	In	February	2021,	Maiellaro	confirmed	that	the	series	was	not	picked	up	for	a	fourth	season,	citing	management	changes	at	Adult	Swim.[4]	Main	article:	List	of	12	oz.	Mouse	episodes	Series	overviewSeasonEpisodesOriginally	releasedFirst	releasedLast	released17June	19,	2005	(2005-06-
19)January	1,	2006	(2006-01-01)214September	25,	2006	(2006-09-25)May	16,	2007	(2007-05-16)313October	14,	2018	(2018-10-14)July	31,	2020	(2020-07-31)	The	pilot	episode	for	12	oz.	Mouse,	"Hired",	premiered	in	June	2005	and	became	a	regular	series	in	the	Adult	Swim	lineup	in	October	2005.[15]	An	Adult	Swim	bumper	shown	with	the	sixth
installment	claimed	that	twenty	additional	episodes	were	being	produced	and	taunted	viewers	who	had	complained	they	couldn't	understand	the	absurdist	presentation.	On	December	31,	2005,	a	marathon	of	the	series	aired,	replaying	all	six	episodes	followed	by	the	premiere	of	the	then-unfinished	seventh	episode	"Adventure	Mouse".	The	second
season	aired	on	Adult	Swim	on	Monday	mornings	at	12:45	a.m.	EST	from	September	24,	2006,	to	December	17,	2006.[15]	On	May	16,	2007,	the	21st	episode,	entitled	"Enter	the	Sandmouse",	premiered	as	a	webisode.[16]	On	October	14,	2018,	a	half-hour	special	titled	"Invictus"	premiered	on	TV	after	having	been	released	online	two	days	earlier.
Simultaneously,	Adult	Swim	announced	the	series	would	be	returning	for	a	third	season.	The	third	season	premiered	unexpectedly	on	March	31,	2020,	as	part	of	that	year's	Adult	Swim's	April	Fools	Prank.[13]	In	Canada,	12	oz.	Mouse	previously	aired	on	Teletoon's	Teletoon	at	Night	block,[17]	and	formerly	aired	on	the	Canadian	version	of	Adult	Swim.
[18]	The	INVICTUS	special	aired	on	E4	on	August	28,	2020.	The	season	two	episodes	"Auraphull"	and	"Meat	Warrior"	were	respectively	seen	by	460,000	and	431,000	viewers	upon	broadcast.	In	addition,	the	episodes	ranked	as	the	thirteenth	and	twelfth	most-watched	episodes	aired	by	the	network	for	the	week	of	October	23,	2006,	also	respectively.
[19]	The	series	has	received	generally	positive	critical	reception;	About.com's	Nancy	Basile	gave	the	series	four	out	of	five	stars,	opining	that	the	series	is	"what	Adult	Swim	should	be	...	experimental,	but	in	a	cheap,	simple,	not-trying-to-be-cool	way."[20]	She	found	the	crude	animation	"refreshing"	but	joked	that	the	series	"can	kill"	viewers	not	used
to	the	slow	pace.[20]	Writing	for	AOL	TV,	Adam	Finley	regarded	the	show	as	"the	most	simplistically	drawn	of	all	the	Adult	Swim	shows,	and	yet	the	most	complex	in	terms	of	story."[21]	He	contrasted	it	with	other	Williams	Street	productions,	finding	it	"instead	unravels	slowly,	revealing	a	little	bit	more	of	what's	underneath	the	surface	while	also
piling	on	more	and	more	questions."[21]	Rob	Mitchum	of	Pitchfork	Media	called	it	"the	asymptote	of	the	block's	crude	style".[22]	Justin	Heckert	of	Atlanta	magazine	opined	that	"the	animation	and	art	look	like	they	were	done	by	daycare	students".[23]	The	hip	hop	duo	Danger	Doom	have	produced	a	song	inspired	by	12	oz.	Mouse	entitled	"Korn	Dogz"
from	their	EP	Occult	Hymn.[24]	The	song	uses	audio	clips	from	the	episode	"Rooster",	with	the	line	"Corn	dogs	for	the	pickin'"	being	recited	by	Danger	Doom's	MC	MF	Doom	and	Mouse	Fitzgerald.[7][25]	A	scene	from	the	episode	"Sharktasm"	is	visible	in	Aqua	Teen	Hunger	Force	Colon	Movie	Film	for	Theaters.[12][26]	A	DVD	release	of	the	first	2
seasons	was	released	February	29,	2008	(leap	year),	exclusively	on	the	Williams	Street	shop.	The	DVD	cover	depicts	Leonardo's	The	Last	Supper	with	the	series'	characters	replacing	Christ	and	the	twelve	apostles.	However,	under	a	black	light,	the	cover	depicts	the	skeletons	of	the	characters,	as	well	as	letters	and	symbols	which	make	out	an	email



address.	The	series	is	presented	as	a	single,	continuous	movie,	with	newly	produced	footage	bridging	the	gaps	between	episodes.	It	also	features	production	footage,	new	music,	the	episode	"Auraphull"	in	its	entirety,	and	collected	fan	art.[27][28][29]	^	Perlmutter,	David	(2018).	The	Encyclopedia	of	American	Animated	Television	Shows.	Rowman	&
Littlefield.	p.	665.	ISBN	978-1538103739.	^	Evershed,	John	(2020).	Adult	Animation	Finally	Breaking	Free	of	its	Comedy	Shackles	(PDF)	(Report).	High	Concentrate,	LLC	in	Squarespace.	p.	26.	Archived	from	the	original	(PDF)	on	November	3,	2020.	Retrieved	November	2,	2020.	^	"Watch	12	oz.	Mouse	Episodes	Online	|	Season	3	(2020)	|	TV	Guide".
www.tvguide.com.	Archived	from	the	original	on	July	16,	2020.	^	a	b	Schwarz,	John	(February	23,	2021).	"12	oz	Mouse	A	No	Go	For	Season	Four".	Bubbleblabber.	^	a	b	c	d	e	f	g	h	i	j	k	l	Norman,	Justin	(January	2007).	"12	oz.	Mouse:	An	Interview	with	Matt	Maiellaro".	Des	Moines,	Iowa:	Shrieking	Tree.	Archived	from	the	original	on	January	16,	2007.
Retrieved	March	2,	2014.	^	Maiellaro,	Matt	(December	17,	2006).	"Prolegomenon".	12	oz.	Mouse.	Season	2.	Atlanta:	Turner	Broadcasting	System.	Adult	Swim.	^	a	b	c	"12	oz.	Mouse".	Turner	Content	Solutions.	Atlanta:	Turner	Broadcasting	System.	October	22,	2009.	Archived	from	the	original	on	May	6,	2014.	Retrieved	May	5,	2014.	^	"12	oz.	Mouse:
An	Interview	with	Matt	Maiellaro	(creator/writer/voice	actor)".	Archived	from	the	original	on	January	16,	2007.	Retrieved	January	4,	2007.	^	"Radical	Axis".	Seattle:	Internet	Movie	Database.	Archived	from	the	original	on	February	27,	2013.	Retrieved	March	2,	2014.	^	Basile,	Nancy	(June	18,	2013).	"12	oz.	Mouse".	About.com.	New	York	City:	CBS
Interactive.	Archived	from	the	original	on	September	19,	2005.	Retrieved	April	28,	2014.	^	12	oz.	Mouse	season	3	episode	list	from	TV	Guide.	^	a	b	Zimmerman,	Brad	Lee	(October	14,	2018).	"13	years	ago	I	worked	on	a	show	for...	–	Brad	Lee	Zimmerman	|	Facebook".	Facebook.	Archived	from	the	original	on	October	15,	2018.	Retrieved	October	15,
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landing	–	but	I	was	also	worried	that	four	half-hour	episodes	didn’t	give	the	story	enough	breathing	room.	If	that	series	premiere	felt	like	it	went	by	fast,	every	subsequent	episode	performed	world	record	speedruns	through	Junji	Ito’s	revered	horror	manga,	moving	so	quickly	I’m	surprised	none	of	the	characters	no-clipped	through	a	wall	(and	with
some	of	the	terrible	composition	work	in	the	anime,	that	might	not	look	out	of	place).	There’s	no	room	to	contemplate	the	horrific	events	we’ve	just	witnessed,	nor	any	mounting	suspense.	There’s	simply	a	28-minute	timer	and	a	creative	team	treating	every	second	of	screen	time	like	a	hurdle.The	anime	both	distills	Uzumaki	down	to	its	core	essentials
and	remixes	when	parts	of	the	story	take	place.	It	does	so	without	sacrificing	any	major	pieces	of	the	plot	–	an	admirable	attempt	at	a	comprehensive	adaptation	that’s	flawed	in	its	execution.	Some	of	this	abbreviation	makes	sense	for	TV;	I	enjoyed	that	Production	I.G	USA	and	Adult	Swim	found	a	way	to	focus	episodes	2	and	3	on	what’s	happening	at
the	high	school	and	hospital,	respectively,	in	the	cursed	town	of	Kurozu-Cho.	Scenes	taking	place	in	these	settings	are	spread	throughout	the	manga,	so	this	is	just	efficient	storytelling.	Yet	it	also	robs	some	of	Uzumaki’s	most	chilling	concepts	of	their	impact,	practically	rendering	them	into	non	sequiturs.	Consider	the	return	of	Mitsuru	Yamaguchi
(a.k.a.	Jack	in	the	Box)	at	the	very	end	of	episode	3	–	a	cheap	scare,	irrelevant	to	the	preceding	scene	and	without	any	resolution	to	Kirie’s	guilt	over	his	death	in	the	previous	episode.	It	had	me	wondering	why	he	was	included	at	all,	especially	when	episodes	1	and	4	are	happy	to	cut	out	material	from	the	manga	that	would	be	nice	to	have,	but	wasn’t
essential	to	keep.What	we	said	about	the	Uzumaki	premiereUzumaki’s	premiere	is	not	only	a	great	companion	piece	to	the	original	manga,	but	a	fun	watch	in	its	own	right.	Though	slightly	reduced	in	scope	and	unable	to	give	itself	room	to	breathe,	it’s	a	greatest-hits	of	a	widely	loved	manga	that	lives	up	to	immeasurable	expectations.	–	Mat	JonesRead
the	complete	Uzumaki	premiere	review.Major	character	arcs	are	made	much	stranger	with	this	blending	of	events.	Shuichi’s	sensitivity	to	spirals	and	his	rush	to	blame	them	for	everything	always	read,	to	me,	less	as	correctly	examining	the	world	and	more	a	paranoid	obsession,	given	the	horrors	that	have	taken	his	family	away.	We	now	get	a	single
shot	of	him	reacting	to	his	mother’s	death	before	continuing	on	with	the	story,	where	in	the	book	the	loss	causes	him	to	sit	at	home	alone	for	weeks,	becoming	emaciated	and	gaunt.	I	don’t	mean	to	make	comparisons	solely	for	the	sake	of	pointing	out	differences	between	the	manga	and	the	anime	–	I	mean	that	the	series	makes	choices	that	intend	to
get	this	story	over	and	done	with,	rather	than	trying	to	convey	them	with	devastating	emotional	poignancy.	I’d	rather	see	a	version	of	Uzumaki	that’s	less	adherent	to	the	source	material	and	more	judicious	toward	what	needs	to	be	included	from	it	than	one	that	struggles	to	find	good	space	for	everything	the	production	team	wants	to	put	on
screen.Where	the	first	episode	demonstrated	some	clever	use	of	motion,	adding	some	extra	flair	to	already	striking	visuals,	the	later	episodes	have	trouble	even	getting	the	still	images	right.	Keiko,	the	bloodthirsty	mother	whose	newborn	has	been	stitched	back	into	her	womb,	is	one	of	the	most	notoriously	horrifying	spectacles	in	the	manga.	When
Kirie	finds	her	on	the	operating	table,	Keiko	is	framed	entirely	in	black,	and	given	the	darkened	shadows	around	her	solid	white	eyes,	there’s	no	indication	she’s	still	alive.	Here,	her	appearance	hits	with	no	impact	whatsoever,	removing	most	of	the	shocking	detail	and	adding	the	sights	and	sounds	of	Keiko	breathing	–	undercutting	the	manga’s	shock
when	she	stirs	awake	a	few	panels	later.The	series	is	plagued	by	rough	drawings	that	look	like	they	were	supposed	to	be	improved	later,	either	lacking	detail	or	rendered	in	low-resolution	and	blown	up	for	HD.	There’s	horrible	compositing	–	some	shots	come	across	like	they	were	assembled	by	people	who	never	spoke	to	each	other	–	and	some
animation	composed	of	static	images	bobbing	up	and	down	to	simulate	walking.	Episode	2	is	Uzumaki	at	its	artistic	worst;	there	are	some	improvements	in	episodes	3	and	4,	but	it's	all	downhill	from	the	premiere.	The	entwined	snakes	that	motionlessly	slither	into	a	hole	at	the	beginning	of	episode	2	are	laughably	awful,	the	same	with	what	should	be
the	dramatic	peak	of	episode	4:	Shuichi	seemingly	falling	to	his	death.	The	long	plunge	isn’t	animated	at	all;	the	still	image	of	Shuichi	and	one	of	the	mutated	residents	of	Kurozu-Cho	simply	shrinks	from	view.At	least	episode	4	is	better	than	the	two	preceding	it.	A	strict	translation	of	the	manga’s	final	chapters,	with	no	other	bits	dipped	in,	it	has	the
sense	to	leave	a	few	things	out.	It	also	manages	to	slow	the	pace,	but	by	the	end,	I	couldn’t	shake	the	thought	of	what	a	wasted	opportunity	Uzumaki	was.	I’m	certain	that	this	project,	delayed	by	circumstances	outside	of	anyone’s	control,	was	not	what	the	creators	intended	to	make.	Sadly,	it’s	what	we’ve	been	left	with.


