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The Creative Paraphrasing of B-Series Tractor Chassis History 1966-1970 GMC B-Series Innovative Design — A New Era for GMC. In 1966, while Chevrolet continued to produce the B-Series on a medium-duty design based upon their full-sized pickups, GMC made a bold move by shifting their B-Series chassis to the H/J series line. This
groundbreaking decision laid the groundwork for the development of future models, such as the 1978 GMC Brigadier and Chevrolet Bruin. Front Facade — A Statement in Steel The entire front fascia was fabricated out of steel, featuring butterfly-access panels for servicing, which provided unparalleled convenience for mechanics. This generation of
B-Series boasted an impressive range of engines, including gasoline V-8s, diesel V-6s, and gasoline inline-6s. 1971-1992 The Evolution Continues The 1971-1983 Version A New Chapter — The Birth of a New Generation In 1971, GMC's medium-duty truck line was reintroduced onto the C-Series line, marking a significant turning point in the
company's history. The only external change to the chassis was a revised front clip, which also necessitated a different dashboard design. Engine Options — Power for Every Need Engine options expanded with the introduction of the 5.7L, 6.0L, and 7.0L gasoline V8s. Later, the Detroit Diesel 8.2L V8 was offered, as well as a turbocharged variant.
Transmissions were almost always 4 or 5 speed manuals, although the Allison AT545 4-speed automatic transmission was also available. 1993-2003 A New Era Dawns The GMT 530 Chassis — A Revolutionary Leap In 1992, the GMT 530 chassis was adapted to become the next-generation B-Series for the 1993 model year. This revolutionary design
introduced a range of improvements, including gasoline and diesel engines, allowing for greater flexibility and customization. Engine Lineup — Endless Possibilities A 6.0L V8 gasoline engine was offered, enabling potential LPG or CNG conversion. The 366 V8 was later retired in favor of a 454 cubic inch (7.4L) V8, cementing GM's position as the last
manufacturer to offer a gasoline engine in a full-size school bus. A New Era for School Buses Caterpillar 3116 turbocharged six-cylinder diesels were offered as well. Transmissions were always Allison automatics. When GM replaced the GMT 530 series of medium-duty conventionals with the GMT 560 series in 2003, no direct replacement for the B-
Series was offered. However, GM has continued to offer cutaway cabs on their Class 4 and Class 5 models, allowing body builders to add bus bodies in a similar manner. The Legacy Lives On The B-Series chassis was used by various manufacturers, thanks to its versatility and availability of both gasoline and diesel engines. The partnership between
GM and Blue Bird Corporation led to the creation of the CV200, which would go on to shape the school bus market for decades to come.The chassis options varied among manufacturers, with distinct production periods for each. The Thomas-based GMC/Chevrolet B-Series was used from 1970 to 1982, while the Superior-based model followed from
1970 to 1983. Additionally, the Wayne-based models were produced between 1984 and 1992, as well as those based on the Blue Bird CV200, which came with both older and newer door configurations.
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