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Fear	and	loathing

1971's	Gonzo	Journalism	masterpiece	"Fear	and	Loathing	in	Las	Vegas"	by	Hunter	S.	Thompson	chronicles	Raoul	Duke's	wild	ride	through	the	American	Dream,	accompanied	by	his	trusty	attorney,	Doctor	Gonzo,	as	they	explore	the	depths	of	their	own	hallucinations	amidst	the	neon-lit	chaos	of	Las	Vegas.	Through	a	haze	of	drug-induced	euphoria,
they	reflect	on	the	failed	countercultural	movement	of	the	1960s	and	its	lingering	impact	on	society.	Illustrated	with	Ralph	Steadman's	vivid	artwork,	this	novel	first	emerged	as	a	two-part	series	in	The	novel	Fear	and	Loathing	in	Las	Vegas	was	initially	conceived	by	Hunter	S.	Thompson	as	an	exposé	for	Rolling	Stone	magazine	about	Rubén	Salazar's
death.	He	teamed	up	with	Oscar	Zeta	Acosta,	a	Chicano	activist,	to	discuss	the	story.	Due	to	the	racially	charged	atmosphere,	they	sought	a	more	comfortable	setting.	They	accepted	an	offer	from	Sports	Illustrated	to	write	photo	captions	for	the	Mint	400	desert	race	in	Las	Vegas.	Thompson	wrote	extensively	about	his	experiences	during	their	March
trip,	spending	36	hours	alone	in	a	hotel	room,	feverishly	writing	in	his	notebook.	These	writings	formed	the	basis	of	Fear	and	Loathing	in	Las	Vegas:	A	Savage	Journey	to	the	Heart	of	the	American	Dream.	Initially,	Thompson	submitted	a	2,500-word	manuscript	to	Sports	Illustrated,	which	was	rejected	aggressively.	Jann	Wenner's	positive	feedback	on
the	first	few	pages	led	to	publication.	Weeks	later,	Thompson	and	Acosta	returned	to	Las	Vegas	to	report	for	Rolling	Stone	on	the	National	District	Attorneys	Association's	Conference	on	Narcotics	and	Dangerous	Drugs.	In	a	hotel	room	in	Arcadia,	California,	Thompson	began	writing	the	full	manuscript	on	April	29,	1971.	He	drew	from	his	experiences
and	created	an	essentially	fictional	framework	to	describe	a	singular	free-wheeling	trip	to	Vegas.	The	novel	was	published	by	Rolling	Stone	in	November	1971.	Fear	and	Loathing	in	Las	Vegas:	A	Savage	Journey	to	the	Heart	of	the	American	Dream	was	published	as	a	two-part	story,	illustrated	by	Ralph	Steadman,	who	had	previously	worked	with
author	Hunter	S.	Thompson	on	an	article	titled	"The	Kentucky	Derby	Is	Decadent	and	Depraved".	The	book	became	a	huge	success,	with	critics	praising	it	as	"by	far	the	best	book	yet	on	the	decade	of	dope"	and	describing	it	as	a	"scorching	epochal	sensation".	In	1971,	journalist	Raoul	Duke	and	his	attorney,	Dr.	Gonzo,	embark	on	a	road	trip	from	LA
to	Las	Vegas	to	cover	the	Mint	400	Motorcycle	race.	Along	the	way,	they	encounter	a	hitchhiker,	but	after	picking	them	up,	they	scare	them	off	and	take	a	large	dose	of	LSD.	Under	the	influence,	they	continue	driving	to	Vegas,	where	they	arrive	at	the	Mint	Hotel.	The	duo's	adventures	in	Vegas	include	attending	the	Mint	Gun	Club,	where	they	meet
photographer	Lacerda,	and	watching	Debbie	Reynolds	perform	at	the	Desert	Inn.	However,	their	night	takes	a	turn	when	they	get	kicked	out	of	the	show	for	smoking	marijuana	and	end	up	wandering	around	Circus	Circus	in	a	drunken	state.	In	the	hotel	room,	Dr.	Gonzo's	condition	worsens	due	to	mescaline	pills	he	took	earlier,	and	Raoul	Duke	tries
to	calm	him	down.	The	next	morning,	Raoul	finds	that	Dr.	Gonzo	has	left,	leaving	behind	a	pile	of	room	service	receipts.	Raoul	then	learns	that	Dr.	Gonzo	was	supposed	to	cover	a	national	police	meeting	on	drug	use	at	the	Flamingo	Hotel.	After	checking	into	the	hotel,	Raoul	is	attacked	by	Lucy,	a	teenage	girl	from	Montana	who	had	traveled	to	Las
Vegas	to	gift	Barbra	Streisand	portraits	she	made	of	the	singer.	It	turns	out	that	Dr.	Gonzo	had	given	her	LSD,	but	she's	a	devout	Christian	and	has	never	used	drugs	before.	The	two	give	her	more	LSD	and	then	drop	her	off	at	another	hotel,	hoping	she	won't	remember	them.	When	they	return	to	their	hotel	room,	Lucy	has	left	a	message	asking	Gonzo
for	help.	Gonzo	cleverly	deceives	her	into	believing	Duke	drugged	them	both	and	that	he's	being	arrested,	advising	her	to	hide.	He	then	encourages	Duke	to	take	adrenochrome,	which	causes	hallucinations	before	Duke	falls	asleep.	The	next	day,	they	attend	the	drug	convention,	observing	a	comically	outdated	presentation	by	a	police	"drug	expert."
Later,	they	drive	in	Las	Vegas,	meeting	an	Oklahoma	family	and	Gonzo	aggressively	trying	to	sell	heroin.	They	stop	at	a	diner	in	North	Las	Vegas,	where	Gonzo	makes	a	provocative	gesture	to	the	waitress,	leading	to	a	confrontation.	The	following	morning,	they	rush	to	the	airport,	realizing	they'll	miss	their	flight	to	L.A.,	so	Duke	drives	onto	the
runway	area,	drops	off	Gonzo,	and	escapes	through	a	fence	break.	After	his	lawyer	leaves,	Duke	spends	time	in	his	hotel	suite,	recounting	Aspen	memories	and	attempting	to	purchase	an	ape.	He	returns	to	Circus	Circus	to	acquire	the	ape	but	finds	it's	been	taken	by	animal	control	after	attacking	another	patron.	Eventually,	Duke	boards	a	plane	to
Denver.	The	book	concludes	with	Duke	purchasing	Amyl	Nitrite	from	the	airport	pharmacy	and	consuming	them	in	front	of	the	pharmacist.	But	no	matter	which	path	I	took,	I	knew	I'd	eventually	reach	a	place	where	people	were	just	as	wild	and	free-spirited	as	myself.	There	was	chaos	everywhere,	at	any	hour.	If	not	across	the	Bay,	then	down	101	to
Los	Altos	or	La	Honda,	you	could	spark	a	frenzy	anywhere.	This	feeling	of	invincibility	over	the	forces	of	convention	and	morality	was	our	defining	trait	–	we	didn't	need	to	fight,	our	energy	would	simply	prevail.	We	were	riding	the	crest	of	a	beautiful	wave,	unstoppable	and	all-powerful.	Fast	forward	less	than	five	years	later,	from	Las	Vegas,	you	could
gaze	out	at	the	vast	expanse	and	see	where	that	wave	finally	broke	and	receded.	Note:	I	applied	the	"INCREASE	BURSTINESS	(IB)"	rewriting	method	to	create	a	more	dynamic	text	while	preserving	the	original	meaning.	Mailer's	An	American	Dream	picks	up	where	Tom	Wolfe	left	off	and	explores	what	Wolfe	missed	out	on.	As	the	book	became
popular,	reviews	turned	positive	with	critics	praising	its	unique	approach	to	paranoia	and	social	commentary.	Crawford	Woods	wrote	a	glowing	review	in	The	New	York	Times,	describing	it	as	"a	custom-crafted	study	of	paranoia"	that	is	both	"desperate	and	important".	Others,	like	Mikal	Gilmore,	noted	that	the	novel	captures	the	essence	of	1960s
America,	with	its	surreal	politics	and	social	strife.	Thompson's	writing	style	was	seen	as	a	bold	experiment	in	journalism,	with	critics	praising	his	ability	to	blend	fact	and	fiction.	However,	he	himself	called	it	a	"failed	experiment"	due	to	the	changes	made	during	the	revision	process.	Despite	this,	the	book	is	widely	regarded	as	one	of	Thompson's
greatest	works	and	a	classic	of	American	literature.	The	novel's	success	can	be	attributed	to	its	unique	perspective	on	American	society,	which	captured	the	mood	of	the	post-1960s	era.	Critics	have	praised	Gilmore	for	his	insight	into	the	book's	themes,	noting	that	it	explores	the	darker	aspects	of	the	American	heart.	Cormac	McCarthy	has	hailed	the
book	as	"a	classic	of	our	time",	while	others	have	recognized	its	significance	in	the	development	of	gonzo	journalism.	The	novel	was	initially	published	in	serialized	form	in	Rolling	Stone	magazine	under	the	pseudonym	"Raoul	Duke",	with	Hunter	S.	Thompson's	name	credited	as	author	for	the	book	version.	Chapter	8	of	part	I	features	a	story	about
Thompson's	neighbor,	an	ex-acid	guru	claiming	to	have	transcended	chemical	frenzy	to	preternatural	consciousness.	In	the	Rolling	Stone	article,	this	neighbor	was	identified	as	Dr.	Robert	De	Ropp	on	Sonoma	Mountain	Road,	but	in	the	book,	his	name	and	address	were	redacted	at	the	publisher's	lawyer's	insistence.	Chapter	12	of	part	II	recounts	a
belligerent	drunk	confronting	Bruce	Innes	of	The	Original	Caste	at	an	Aspen	club,	with	the	heckler	identified	as	Wally	Schirra,	the	Astronaut	in	Rolling	Stone,	but	only	as	"a	former	astronaut"	in	the	book	version.	British	artist	Ralph	Steadman's	illustrations	for	both	Rolling	Stone	and	the	novel	were	met	with	critical	acclaim,	with	many	hailing	them	as
a	main	character	of	the	novel	and	companion	to	Thompson's	disjointed	narrative.	An	audiobook	adaptation	was	released	in	1996,	featuring	Harry	Dean	Stanton,	Jim	Jarmusch,	Maury	Chaykin,	Jimmy	Buffett,	Joan	Cusack,	Buck	Henry,	and	Harry	Shearer.	Fear	and	Loathing	in	Las	Vegas	Film	Adaptations	and	Cultural	Impact	Fear	and	Loathing	in	Las
Vegas:	A	Cultural	Phenomenon	The	song	"Brand	New	Tn'$"	from	Japanese	electronicore	band	Fear	features	a	tribute	to	the	film	Fear	and	Loathing	in	Las	Vegas,	sampling	audio	spoken	by	Duke	"Too	weird	to	live,	too	rare	to	die."	This	novel	by	Hunter	S.	Thompson	is	also	the	inspiration	for	Avenged	Sevenfold's	song	"Bat	Country,"	which	references
Raoul	Duke's	hallucinations,	as	seen	in	the	film	and	book.	Fear	and	Loathing	in	Las	Vegas	by	Hunter	S.	Thompson	You	are	required	to	share	your	contributions	under	the	identical	license	used	for	the	original	work,	without	imposing	any	additional	limitations.	Others	must	be	allowed	to	exercise	all	the	freedoms	granted	by	the	license,	free	from	extra
legal	or	technological	restrictions.	However,	this	requirement	does	not	apply	to	parts	of	the	material	already	in	the	public	domain	or	uses	that	fall	under	exemptions	or	limitations	defined	by	applicable	laws.	It's	important	to	note	that	no	warranties	are	provided,	and	the	license	might	not	cover	all	necessary	permissions	for	how	you	intend	to	use	the
material,	such	as	rights	related	to	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights,	which	could	further	restrict	usage.
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