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Godric	frederick	buechner

Godric	was	born	into	a	peasant	family	in	England	and	grew	up	to	become	a	cunning	merchant	who	amassed	a	large	fortune	through	deceitful	means.	He	used	his	wealth	to	live	a	life	of	luxury	and	sin,	but	received	a	series	of	supernatural	signs,	often	facilitated	by	saints,	that	urged	him	to	change	his	ways.	One	such	sign	came	when	Godric's	sister
Burcwen	saved	his	life	after	he	was	rescued	from	drowning.	This	event	sparked	a	deep	affection	between	them,	and	Burcwen	became	increasingly	attached	to	Godric	as	he	grew	older.	When	Godric	decided	to	leave	home,	Burcwen	tried	to	stop	him,	even	threatening	to	take	her	own	life.	Godric's	business	career	took	off	when	he	stumbled	into	a
lucrative	opportunity	during	a	riot	in	Bishop's	Lynn.	He	sold	fake	relics	of	a	martyred	saint,	Peregrine	Small,	and	made	a	small	fortune.	However,	his	dishonest	ways	eventually	caught	up	with	him,	and	he	was	exiled	by	the	bishop.	Godric	traveled	to	the	island	of	Farne,	where	he	received	a	vision	from	St.	Cuthbert	that	moved	him	but	did	not
immediately	change	him.	He	continued	to	live	a	life	of	sin,	drinking,	fornicating,	cheating,	and	even	robbing.	However,	on	a	pilgrimage	to	Rome	with	his	mother,	Godric	began	to	truly	convert	after	receiving	mystical	visits	from	a	woman	named	Gillian.	Upon	returning	home,	Godric	decided	to	dedicate	himself	fully	to	God	and	eventually	gave	away	his
treasure.	He	lived	as	a	hermit	for	two	years	with	an	eccentric	man	named	Elric,	and	it	was	during	this	time	that	he	finally	committed	to	living	a	life	of	holiness.	Godric,	a	hermit,	starts	his	life	after	working	for	a	church	and	receiving	a	basic	education.	He	uses	his	friendship	with	the	bishop	to	get	a	plot	of	land	to	live	on.	Godric	lives	alone	for	some	time
before	his	family	joins	him.	His	mother,	Aedwen,	is	old	at	this	point	and	passes	away	soon	after.	The	unspoken	desire	between	Godric	and	Burcwen	finally	boils	over,	and	they	have	sex	while	Burcwen	is	with	Godric.	However,	their	brother	William	comes	looking	for	Burcwen,	and	Godric	lies	about	her	whereabouts,	leading	to	William's	death.	As	a
result,	a	rift	develops	between	Godric	and	Burcwen,	and	they	rarely	see	each	other	again.	Burcwen	eventually	decides	to	become	a	nun.	Godric	spends	the	later	years	of	his	life	in	quiet	solitude	at	his	hermitage	until	he	dies.	Before	his	passing,	a	local	monastery	sends	Reginald	to	record	his	life	story.	Godric	is	reluctant	but	has	a	strong	reaction	when
he	finds	out	that	Reginald	wrote	that	he's	a	saint.	This	revelation	affects	him	so	much	that	he	passes	away	the	same	night.	The	novel	"Godric"	by	Frederick	Buechner	is	set	in	the	11th	and	12th	centuries	and	tells	the	semi-fictionalized	life	story	of	Godric	of	Finchale,	a	medieval	Roman	Catholic	saint.	The	book	was	first	published	in	1980	by	Atheneum
and	was	a	finalist	for	the	Pulitzer	Prize	in	1981.	In	the	novel,	Godric	is	visited	at	his	hermitage	on	the	River	Wear	by	Reginald,	a	monk	sent	by	the	abbot	of	Rievaulx	Abbey	to	record	his	biography.	This	visit	takes	Godric	back	to	his	past,	and	he	narrates	his	life	story,	which	is	edited	by	Reginald	into	restrained	prose	befitting	a	saint's	life.	Godric
survives	a	near-drowning	as	a	young	man	and	leaves	home	for	a	life	of	petty	crime,	selling	fake	relics	and	holy	hair.	He	has	a	dreamlike	encounter	on	the	Island	of	Farne	with	an	apparition	who	identifies	himself	as	Saint	Cuthbert,	which	sets	Godric	to	seek	God.	However,	his	meeting	with	Roger	Mouse	puts	paid	to	any	notion	of	quests	for	personal
holiness.	Godric	embarks	on	a	life	of	crime	and	villainy	aboard	their	boat,	the	Saint	Espirit,	where	they	hatch	schemes	to	defraud	pilgrims	journeying	to	the	Holy	Land	and	commit	acts	of	piracy,	all	while	hoarding	treasure.	While	burying	his	ill-gotten	gains,	Godric	encounters	Saint	Cuthbert	again,	which	has	a	sobering	and	chastening	effect	on	him.
On	returning	home,	Godric	discovers	that	his	father	has	passed	away	in	his	absence.	Determined	to	fulfill	his	last	wish,	the	bereaved	young	man	begins	a	pilgrimage	to	Rome,	but	finds	the	Holy	City	a	disappointment:	"a	corpse	without	a	shroud".	It's	on	the	journey	home	that	Godric	encounters	God	after	a	transformative	encounter	with	Godric,	an
aging	hermit,	reflects	on	his	life	of	penitence	and	seclusion	after	a	lifetime	of	offences.	A	second	pilgrimage	to	Jerusalem	marked	a	turning	point	for	him,	as	he	sought	baptism	in	the	River	Jordan.	Following	years	of	service	under	Ranulph	Flambard,	Godric	settled	into	a	humble	hermitage	by	the	River	Wear,	where	he	spent	the	next	fifty	years,	visited
occasionally	by	notable	pilgrims	and	seekers	of	penance.	However,	beneath	his	saintly	facade	lay	the	harsh	realities	of	sin,	murder,	and	incest	from	his	past	life.	As	Reginald	delved	deeper	into	Godric's	story,	he	discovered	a	complex	figure	whose	miracles	were	tempered	by	misdeeds	and	vices.	In	contrast	to	this	darker	narrative,	Reginald	opted	for
an	optimistic	account,	focusing	on	Godric's	saintly	qualities	and	ignoring	the	shadier	aspects	of	his	past.	Meanwhile,	Godric	struggled	with	these	dualities	himself,	often	expressing	wistful	or	dark	reflections	on	humanity,	life,	and	sainthood.	His	own	memories	were	marked	by	a	broth	of	false	and	true,	underscoring	the	complexity	of	human	nature.
Reginald's	task	was	not	only	to	document	Godric's	life	but	also	to	protect	his	reputation	as	a	saintly	servant	of	the	church	and	God.	This	created	tension	with	Godric,	who	sought	to	reveal	his	authentic	self	beyond	the	idealized	image	Reginald	aimed	to	preserve.	Amidst	this	backdrop,	other	figures	from	Godric's	past	reappeared,	including	Burcwen,	his
younger	sister	with	whom	he	shared	a	painful	and	complex	history	marked	by	incest.	In	addition,	there	was	Rodger	Mouse,	Godric's	companion	in	his	life	at	sea,	whose	misadventures	on	the	Saint	Espirit	formed	an	integral	part	of	Godric's	narrative.	These	characters	collectively	highlighted	the	intricate	tapestry	of	human	experiences,	struggles,	and
relationships	that	shape	individuals	like	Godric,	a	historical	figure	based	on	the	twelfth-century	monk	and	mystic	Godric	of	Finchale.	Through	Buechner's	account	in	"Now	and	Then,"	Godric	emerges	as	a	multifaceted	character,	whose	life	encapsulates	both	the	beatific	and	the	vices	of	humanity.	His	interactions	with	Reginald	serve	to	underscore	the
contrasts	between	perception	and	reality,	truth	and	idealization,	in	shaping	our	understanding	of	others	and	ourselves.	Acts	of	kidnapping,	piracy,	looting,	and	rape	targeting	pilgrims	en	route	to	the	Holy	Land	were	commonplace	during	Godric's	time.	Despite	being	corrupted	by	his	association	with	the	aged	saint,	Godric	still	held	affection	for	him,
frequently	praying	for	his	well-being	and	reflecting	on	the	life	lessons	imparted	during	their	sea	voyages.	Composed	in	Vermont,	shortly	after	publishing	The	Book	of	Bebb,	Buechner	drew	inspiration	from	his	own	experiences,	revealing	in	Now	and	Then	(1983)	that	the	novel	marked	a	new	chapter	in	his	life.	The	discovery	of	Godric's	character	was
akin	to	that	of	Leo	Bebb,	with	Buechner	remarking,	"I	knew	he	was	for	me,	my	saint."	As	Buechner	ventured	into	period	literature,	he	grappled	with	evoking	medieval	England	while	maintaining	accessibility,	ultimately	completing	the	novel	quickly	and	easily.	Godric	represents	a	fresh	exploration	of	themes	such	as	sin,	identity,	faith,	and	the
supernatural,	with	death	and	ageing	taking	center	stage	as	the	protagonist	recounts	his	life	story.	Godric,	a	novel	by	Frederick	Buechner,	has	garnered	widespread	critical	acclaim	for	its	rich	characterization,	evocative	prose,	and	exploration	of	historical	themes.	The	book,	which	won	the	1981	Pulitzer	Prize,	features	a	twelfth-century	protagonist
named	Godric,	who	embodies	both	worldly	and	spiritual	aspects.	Critics	have	praised	Buechner's	masterful	storytelling,	describing	it	as	"musical"	and	"complete."	The	novel's	language	has	been	particularly	lauded,	with	reviewers	noting	its	Chaucerian	exuberance	and	poetical	sensibility.	Many	have	noted	that	the	book	is	a	tour	de	force	of	style,
combining	ancient	and	modern	elements	in	a	unique	way.	Scholars	and	authors	alike	have	praised	the	novel	for	its	literary	finish	and	its	ability	to	reinvent	projects	of	self-purification	and	faith	for	contemporary	fiction.	In	the	review	for	Newsweek,	Peter	S.	Prescott	highlighted	how	Frederick	Buechner's	novel	"Godric"	captures	readers	with	its	opening
line.	He	noted	that	like	all	good	historical	fiction	writers,	Buechner	aims	to	create	a	vision	of	the	past	rather	than	striving	for	accuracy.	Prescott	praised	Buechner's	ability	to	seamlessly	transition	from	fantastical	to	realistic	scenes	in	his	narrative,	weaving	together	a	complex	story	within	a	small	space.	Prescott	also	acknowledged	Buechner's	risk	in
portraying	the	ambivalences	of	a	saintly	man	through	language	that	could	easily	become	overly	dramatic.	Reviewers	have	widely	acclaimed	"Godric,"	with	Peter	S.	Prescott	describing	it	as	shining	brightly	with	literary	excellence.	Victoria	S.	Allen,	in	her	work	on	Frederick	Buechner's	writings,	commended	the	novel	for	its	exceptional	literary	quality
and	expressed	how	Buechner's	psychological	spirituality	finds	its	ultimate	expression	in	the	story	of	an	old	monk	listening	to	his	life.	Marjorie	Casebier	McCoy	further	added	that	"Godric"	not	only	recalls	Buechner's	previous	works	but	stands	on	its	own	with	its	unique	ability	to	draw	readers	into	a	rich	world,	making	them	listen	and	take	faith
seriously.	Frederick	Buechner's	novel	"Godric"	reimagines	the	life	of	Godric	of	Finchale,	a	12th-century	English	holy	man.	The	story	focuses	on	Godric's	pursuit	of	spiritual	purification	and	his	struggles	with	pride	and	sin.	Buechner	employs	a	unique	narrative	voice,	presenting	Godric	as	a	complex	figure	who	embodies	both	worldly	and	unworldly
qualities.	Through	"Godric,"	Buechner	explores	the	nature	of	spirituality,	creating	a	living	battleground	where	God	confronts	the	world,	flesh,	and	devil.	The	novel	has	received	praise	from	critics,	with	many	noting	its	literary	merit	and	Buechner's	skillful	storytelling.	Reviews	have	appeared	in	publications	such	as	The	New	York	Times	Book	Review,
Newsweek,	Houston	Chronicle,	and	London	Times	Literary	Supplement,	highlighting	the	book's	memorable	and	classic	qualities.	Creates	a	lasting	impression.
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