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Photo	by	Dekaro	Country:	Republic	of	Malawi,	Africa	Population:	10,548,250	Languages:	English,	Chichewa	Literacy	rate:	58%	Area:	118,480	sq	km	GDP:	$1,697	million	Number	of	TV	stations:	1	Number	of	satellite	subscribers:	100	Number	of	radio	stations:	16	Radio	receivers	per	1,000	people:	246.5	Individuals	with	computers:	12,000	(1.1	per
1,000)	Individuals	with	internet	access:	15,000	(1.4	per	1,000)	Malawi	is	a	landlocked	country	in	Southern	Africa,	with	major	towns	including	Blantyre,	Lilongwe,	Mzuzu,	and	Zomba.	The	economy	relies	heavily	on	agriculture,	accounting	for	40%	of	GDP,	90%	of	exports,	and	90%	of	rural	employment.	After	gaining	independence	from	Great	Britain	in
1964,	Malawi	was	under	authoritarian	rule	until	1993.	In	1994,	President	Banda	lost	the	presidential	election	to	the	United	Democratic	Front	(UDF)	led	by	Bakili	Muluzi,	marking	a	shift	towards	democracy.	The	country	has	11	ethnic	groups	and	official	languages	are	English	and	Chichewa.	Malawi	is	considered	one	of	the	poorest	countries	in	the
world.	Prior	to	1994,	there	was	limited	press	freedom,	with	only	two	government-controlled	newspapers	available.	Since	then,	the	media	landscape	has	changed,	with	11	independent	newspapers	now	operating.	However,	newspaper	circulation	is	largely	limited	to	urban	areas,	and	daily	circulation	per	capita	remains	low.	Malawi	transitioned	from	a
one-party	state	to	a	multi-party	democracy	in	1994.	While	the	political	transition	was	smooth	initially,	the	country	still	faces	challenges	in	achieving	genuine	democratic	processes.	The	mass	media	remains	government-controlled,	and	trade	unions	have	limited	power.	Malawi's	economy	is	heavily	reliant	on	tobacco,	contributing	significantly	to	its	GDP
and	rural	employment,	but	this	limited	natural-resource	base,	poor	infrastructure,	and	rising	crime	deter	foreign	investment.	As	a	result,	Malawi	remains	one	of	the	poorest	countries	globally.	The	country's	poverty	rate	was	66%	in	1998,	with	many	journalists	facing	challenges	in	disseminating	information	due	to	practical	problems	such	as	high
printing	costs,	weak	production	infrastructure,	and	unfavorable	finance	and	tax	arrangements.	The	media	landscape	is	unstable,	with	newspapers	struggling	to	recover	from	high	inflation	rates,	which	led	to	increased	prices	making	them	unaffordable	for	readers.	The	radio	industry	fared	better,	reaching	nearly	90%	of	the	population,	but	state-owned
MBC	dominates	broadcasting.	Newspapers	primarily	circulate	in	urban	areas,	while	rural	areas	receive	limited	coverage.	Malawi's	transition	to	democracy	in	1994	brought	freedom	of	the	press,	but	some	restrictive	laws	remain	in	place,	posing	challenges	for	journalists	reporting	on	sensitive	topics.	The	Official	Secrets	Act	prohibits	publishing	or
communicating	secret	information	that	could	be	useful	to	enemies,	putting	journalists	at	risk.	Additionally,	writing	with	intent	to	wound	religious	feelings	is	also	an	offense.	In	Malawi,	disseminating	or	publishing	obscene	material	is	illegal,	as	is	libel.	The	government	exercises	considerable	control	over	media	content,	and	criticism	of	the	ruling	party
can	be	detrimental	to	one's	career.	In	1994,	the	Communications	Act	gave	the	government	authority	over	broadcasting	regulations.	However,	with	the	passage	of	a	new	act	in	1998,	an	independent	regulatory	body	was	established:	the	Malawi	Communications	Regulatory	Authority	(MACRA).	This	organization	is	tasked	with	ensuring	reliable	and
affordable	communication	services,	protecting	consumer	interests,	promoting	open	access	to	information,	and	providing	training.	MACRA	also	oversees	broadcast	media,	requiring	regular	news	programming	on	public	interest	issues,	supporting	civic	education,	and	promoting	a	diverse	range	of	broadcasting.	The	establishment	of	MACRA	offered	hope
for	Malawian	journalists	in	1998.	However,	the	impact	of	this	development	is	uncertain,	particularly	regarding	equal	access	to	information	among	opposition	parties.	In	2000,	Article	19	reported	on	media	manipulation	during	the	1999	presidential	election	campaign,	highlighting	instances	of	misinformation	and	live	coverage	that	favored	the	ruling
party.	During	Banda's	regime,	journalists	faced	persecution,	with	no	press	freedom	in	practice.	The	Prohibited	Publications	Act	allowed	for	censorship	and	banned	publications	deemed	false	or	critical	of	Malawi.	When	Bakili	Muluzi	took	power,	he	promised	an	end	to	censorship.	However,	a	new	constitution	adopted	in	1995	included	provisions	for	free
expression,	access	to	information,	and	the	freedom	of	the	press.	Despite	this,	press	freedom	was	not	fully	realized,	with	journalists	practicing	self-censorship	due	to	30	years	of	pressure	from	the	government.	Government	officials	in	Malawi	continued	to	suppress	freedom	of	the	press	after	the	country	transitioned	to	democracy.	Negative	statements
against	journalists	were	common,	and	some	faced	threats	from	politicians	and	government	officials	who	accused	them	of	supporting	opposition	parties	or	leaking	sensitive	information.	The	media	faced	significant	restrictions,	with	several	journalists	detained	on	short	notice	since	1994.	The	editor	of	the	main	opposition	newspaper,	Daily	Times,	was
suspended	in	2000	and	replaced	by	an	acting	editor	more	willing	to	self-censor.	Politicians	frequently	threatened	to	take	newspapers	and	reporters	to	court	for	publishing	critical	articles.	In	late	2001,	Chronicle	was	fined	over	US$37,000	for	libel.	The	state-owned	Malawi	Broadcasting	Corporation	(MBC)	dominated	the	airwaves	with	government-
friendly	programming,	often	at	the	expense	of	opposition	voices.	Private	newspapers	emerged	in	the	mid-1990s	but	struggled	to	survive	due	to	financial	constraints	and	poor	management	skills.	Many	failed	within	two	years,	citing	high	newsprint	costs,	inadequate	staff	training,	and	lack	of	support	from	influential	politicians.	A	few	independent
newspapers	managed	to	stay	afloat	with	the	help	of	accreditation	from	the	Minister	of	Information.	The	remaining	strong	players	in	Malawi's	media	landscape	include	some	privately-owned	titles	owned	by	politicians'	families	or	business	interests.	The	newspaper	industry	in	Malawi	is	facing	challenges	due	to	government	interference.	The	Mirror,
owned	by	Brown	Mpinganjira,	has	managed	to	survive	despite	the	turbulent	times.	However,	the	government	has	banned	advertising	in	Daily	Times	and	Malawi	News,	which	are	opposition	newspapers,	effectively	suffocating	them.	This	move	follows	critical	coverage	of	government	mismanagement	and	corruption	in	these	publications.	Journalists
working	for	private	publications	face	constant	harassment	from	the	state,	with	many	using	pseudonyms	to	protect	themselves.	In	the	past,	foreign	journalists	were	not	allowed	into	the	country	under	President	Banda's	dictatorship,	but	after	the	first	democratic	government	took	over,	they	had	free	access.	However,	it	appears	that	the	current
government	is	sensitive	to	foreign	reports	about	Malawi,	as	shown	by	the	banning	of	some	foreign	correspondents.	Visitors	from	certain	countries,	including	the	US	and	most	European	nations,	do	not	need	visas.	Others,	such	as	those	from	Algeria	and	Russia,	require	visas	that	expire	after	three	months.	The	government	discourages	foreign	ownership
of	the	press	but	allows	individuals,	partnerships,	or	companies	to	invest	in	Malawian	media	outlets.	The	Malawi	News	Agency	(Mana)	is	the	oldest	news	agency	in	the	country,	with	offices	in	Blantyre	and	other	major	towns.	Daily	Times	and	Weekly	Malawi	News	are	also	located	in	Blantyre.	Agence	France-Presse	has	a	foreign	news	bureau	in	Blantyre.
The	largest	printing	press,	Blantyre	Print	and	Publishing,	belongs	to	the	late	President	Kamuzu	Banda's	business	empire.	Television	broadcasting	was	banned	until	1994	under	the	previous	regime's	control	of	the	airwaves.	Today,	Malawi	has	two	government-controlled	radio	stations,	as	well	as	a	few	private	religious	broadcasters	with	limited	reach.
The	state	still	exercises	significant	control	over	the	media	in	Malawi.	Malawi's	radio	landscape	features	MBC	stations,	two	commercial	broadcasters	in	Blantyre,	one	community	station	in	Monkey	Bay,	a	private	training-commercial	station,	three	religious	stations,	and	seven	private	radio	stations.	By	1999,	the	country	had	approximately	2.6	million
radios.	MBC	dominates	with	its	two	stations,	covering	major	population	centers	nationwide,	offering	news	coverage	and	editorial	content	that	is	largely	pro-government.	Radio	reaches	nearly	90%	of	Malawi's	11.3	million	people.	The	state-controlled	Television	Malawi	(TVM)	is	the	only	television	station,	established	in	1998,	serving	fewer	than	100,000
people	with	TV	sets	among	the	population.	MBC	operates	a	two-channel	radio	network,	broadcasting	for	19	hours	on	Radio	1	and	24	hours	on	Radio	2	daily.	Radio	1	broadcasts	in	multiple	languages,	while	Radio	2	airs	in	English	and	Chichewa	on	FM	stereo.	The	news	coverage	of	both	stations	is	similar.	The	first	private	station,	FM101,	began
operating	in	1998,	reaching	a	radius	of	about	70	km	from	Blantyre,	followed	by	Capital	Radio	102.5	in	1999,	which	focuses	mainly	on	musical	and	entertainment	programs.	Despite	the	emergence	of	new	stations,	MBC	still	dominates	radio	broadcasting	in	Malawi.	All	aspiring	radio	stations	must	obtain	a	license	from	MACRA,	which	regulates
broadcasting,	licensing	providers,	and	allocating	frequency	spectrum	usage.	According	to	the	Communications	Act	of	1998,	MBC	is	required	to	operate	independently	and	without	political	bias,	supporting	democratic	processes	while	refraining	from	expressing	opinions	on	current	affairs.	Malawi's	media	landscape	faces	significant	challenges,	with
limited	access	to	television	sets	and	the	internet.	As	a	result,	TVM's	coverage	remains	sparse,	reaching	only	about	70%	of	the	country	by	2002.	Despite	financial	struggles,	the	station	aims	to	extend	its	reach	to	100%	by	year's	end.	The	MalawiNet	ISP	was	established	in	1997	as	the	only	commercial	provider,	but	after	liberalization,	private	ISPs
emerged,	increasing	connectivity	options.	However,	news	organizations	struggle	due	to	limited	resources,	with	The	Nation	being	the	sole	online	publication.	Education	plays	a	crucial	role	in	developing	journalism	skills,	with	institutions	like	the	Malawi	Polytechnic	and	Institute	of	Journalism	offering	courses.	Private	schools	run	by	professional
journalists	were	also	established,	providing	opportunities	for	growth.	Community	radio	stations,	such	as	Dzimwe	Community	Radio	Station,	have	shown	promise	in	increasing	accessibility,	especially	among	rural	women.	MAMWA's	initiatives,	including	listening	clubs,	empower	women	to	engage	with	media	and	share	their	experiences.	A	new	national
Young	Sports	Journalism	Award	was	launched	by	The	Nation	to	identify	and	develop	emerging	sports	writers.	Journalism	in	Malawi	has	traditionally	been	dominated	by	autocratic	regimes,	with	the	Banda	regime	prior	to	1994	severely	restricting	media	freedom.	However,	since	1994,	the	country's	democratic	government	has	led	to	increased
development	in	the	media	industry.	Prior	to	2002,	there	were	only	a	few	private	stations	and	a	community	radio	station	in	Blantyre,	but	this	number	has	grown	significantly	since	then.	The	two	state-owned	newspapers	have	also	given	way	to	an	explosion	of	new	independent	newspapers.	However,	despite	these	developments,	serious	challenges
persist,	including	a	poor	economy	and	low	editorial	standards.	Many	of	the	country's	major	newspapers	are	owned	by	politicians,	which	undermines	their	independence.	The	media	landscape	in	Malawi	remains	dominated	by	a	small	elite,	with	limited	opportunities	for	new	entrants.	There	is	still	a	lingering	autocratic	attitude	towards	the	media,
particularly	when	it	comes	to	government	control	over	broadcasting.	Significant	milestones	include	1994,	when	Malawi	became	a	multi-party	democracy	and	guaranteed	freedom	of	the	press;	1998,	when	the	state-controlled	Television	Malawi	was	established;	and	1998,	when	Parliament	passed	the	Communications	Act,	which	introduced	an
independent	regulatory	body	for	broadcasting.	The	analysis	of	Malawi	media	must	consider	the	country's	50-year	history,	marked	by	two	distinct	political	dispensations:	30	years	of	dictatorship	under	Kamuzu	and	20	years	of	multiparty	democracy.	The	media	operates	within	a	specific	political	environment,	which	has	significantly	impacted	its
development.	Some	argue	that	local	media	should	be	grateful	for	the	freedom	they	enjoy	today,	but	this	perspective	neglects	the	fact	that	civil	liberties	and	personal	freedoms	were	curtailed	during	the	dictatorship.	Instead,	media	freedom	is	expected	in	democracies.	Scholars	have	noted	the	complex	relationship	between	mass	communication	and
politics,	with	totalitarian	regimes	using	media	to	enforce	conformity	and	suppress	dissent,	while	democratic	societies	require	media	pluralism	to	represent	diverse	views	and	opinions.	In	Malawi's	democratization	process,	liberalizing	media	laws	was	crucial,	as	it	allowed	for	a	more	representative	media	that	can	facilitate	public	discourse,	promote
transparency,	and	hold	those	in	power	accountable.	(Note:	I	applied	the	"WRITE	AS	A	NON-NATIVE	ENGLISH	SPEAKER	(NNES)"	method	with	30%	probability.)	Media	practitioners	in	Malawi	still	face	challenges	in	being	perceived	as	partners	in	guarding	against	corruption	and	promoting	good	governance.	Many	view	them	as	troublemakers	due	to
their	criticism	of	politicians	and	corporations.	This	perception	may	be	partly	rooted	in	the	media's	tendency	to	focus	on	politicians	while	neglecting	corporate	exploitation.	The	local	media	often	prioritize	coverage	of	politicians	over	issues	affecting	the	public,	such	as	high	mobile	phone	rates	and	poor	service	quality.	The	lack	of	accountability	can	be
attributed	to	a	flawed	economic	model	that	prioritizes	advertising	revenue	from	corporations	and	government	interests.	Governments	have	been	known	to	use	tactics	like	withdrawing	advertisements	to	silence	hostile	media	outlets.	In	2010,	the	Bingu	wa	Mutharika	administration	denied	advertising	revenue	to	The	Nation	newspaper,	citing	it	as	a
hostile	publication.	This	approach	can	be	devastating	for	news	organizations	that	rely	on	advertising	revenue.	Despite	efforts	to	promote	media	pluralism,	cultural	and	religious	issues	often	undermine	its	effectiveness.	Many	Malawians	resist	accepting	changes	in	society,	including	those	promoted	by	the	media.	As	a	result,	reporting	often	reflects
these	societal	biases,	prioritizing	what	the	general	public	wants	to	hear	over	what	is	needed.	The	media's	role	extends	beyond	simply	reporting	what	people	want;	it	also	needs	to	report	what	people	need,	even	if	it	means	confronting	uncomfortable	truths.	The	media	has	a	responsibility	to	go	beyond	reporting	majority	views.	While	democracy	is	about
representing	the	will	of	the	majority,	it's	also	crucial	to	amplify	minority	perspectives.	This	means	seeking	out	and	featuring	diverse	viewpoints,	even	if	they	contradict	popular	opinions.	The	media	should	not	prioritize	the	voices	of	powerful	individuals	like	cabinet	ministers	or	senior	religious	leaders	over	those	of	marginalized	groups.	Instead,	give
equal	attention	to	all	groups,	big	and	small,	to	foster	honest	and	inclusive	discussions	on	national	issues.	Only	then	can	we	develop	equitable	policies	that	benefit	everyone	in	Malawi.	Let's	continue	to	promote	a	fair	and	just	society	for	all	by	prioritizing	diverse	perspectives	in	our	media	coverage.
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