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TV	series.	For	other	uses,	see	Game	of	Thrones	(disambiguation).	Game	of	ThronesTitle	card	for	the	first	seven	seasonsGenre	Action	Adventure	Fantasy[1]	Serial	drama[2]	Tragedy[3][4]	Created	by	David	Benioff	D.	B.	Weiss	Based	onA	Song	of	Ice	and	Fireby	George	R.	R.	MartinShowrunners	David	Benioff	D.	B.	Weiss	Starringsee	List	of	Game	of	Thrones
charactersTheme	music	composerRamin	DjawadiOpening	theme"Main	Title"ComposerRamin	DjawadiCountry	of	originUnited	StatesOriginal	languageEnglishNo.	of	seasons8No.	of	episodes73	(list	of	episodes)ProductionExecutive	producers	David	Benioff	D.	B.	Weiss	George	R.	R.	Martin	Carolyn	Strauss	Frank	Doelger	Bernadette	Caulfield	Bryan	Cogman	Miguel
Sapochnik	David	Nutter	Producers	Mark	Huffam	Joanna	Burn	Chris	Newman	Greg	Spence	Lisa	McAtackney	Duncan	Muggoch	Production	locations	United	Kingdom	Croatia	Iceland	Spain	Malta	Morocco	Canada	Running	time50–82	minutesProduction	companies	HBO	Entertainment	Television	360	Grok!	Television	Generator	Entertainment	Startling	Television
Bighead	Littlehead	Original	releaseNetworkHBOReleaseApril	17,	2011	(2011-04-17)	–May	19,	2019	(2019-05-19)Related	Thronecast	After	the	Thrones	House	of	the	Dragon	A	Knight	of	the	Seven	Kingdoms	Game	of	Thrones	is	an	American	fantasy	drama	television	series	created	by	David	Benioff	and	D.	B.	Weiss	for	HBO.	It	is	an	adaptation	of	A	Song	of	Ice	and
Fire,	a	series	of	high	fantasy	novels	by	George	R.	R.	Martin,	the	first	of	which	is	A	Game	of	Thrones.	The	show	premiered	on	HBO	in	the	United	States	on	April	17,	2011,	and	concluded	on	May	19,	2019,	with	73	episodes	broadcast	over	eight	seasons.	Set	on	the	fictional	continents	of	Westeros	and	Essos,	Game	of	Thrones	has	a	large	ensemble	cast	and	follows
several	story	arcs	throughout	the	course	of	the	show.	The	first	major	arc	concerns	the	Iron	Throne	of	the	Seven	Kingdoms	of	Westeros	through	a	web	of	political	conflicts	among	the	noble	families	either	vying	to	claim	the	throne	or	fighting	for	independence	from	whoever	sits	on	it.	The	second	major	arc	focuses	on	the	last	descendant	of	the	realm's	deposed
ruling	dynasty,	who	has	been	exiled	to	Essos	and	is	plotting	to	return	and	reclaim	the	throne.	The	third	follows	the	Night's	Watch,	a	military	order	defending	the	realm	against	threats	from	beyond	the	Seven	Kingdoms'	northern	border.	Game	of	Thrones	attracted	a	record	viewership	on	HBO	and	has	a	broad,	active,	and	international	fan	base.	Many	critics	and
publications	have	named	the	show	one	of	the	greatest	television	series	of	all	time.	Critics	have	praised	the	series	for	its	acting,	complex	characters,	story,	scope,	and	production	values,	although	its	frequent	use	of	nudity	and	violence	(including	sexual	violence)	generated	controversy.	The	final	season	received	significant	criticism	for	its	reduced	length	and
creative	decisions,	with	many	considering	it	a	disappointing	conclusion.	The	series	received	59	Primetime	Emmy	Awards,	the	most	by	a	drama	series,	including	Outstanding	Drama	Series	in	2015,	2016,	2018	and	2019.	Its	other	awards	and	nominations	include	three	Hugo	Awards	for	Best	Dramatic	Presentation,	a	Peabody	Award,	and	five	nominations	for	the
Golden	Globe	Award	for	Best	Television	Series	–	Drama.	A	prequel	series,	House	of	the	Dragon,	premiered	on	HBO	in	2022.	A	second	prequel	currently	in	production,	A	Knight	of	the	Seven	Kingdoms,	is	scheduled	to	debut	in	2026.	See	also:	Synopsis	of	A	Song	of	Ice	and	Fire	and	World	of	A	Song	of	Ice	and	Fire	Game	of	Thrones	is	roughly	based	on	the	storylines
of	the	A	Song	of	Ice	and	Fire	book	series	by	George	R.	R.	Martin,	set	in	the	fictional	Seven	Kingdoms	of	Westeros	and	the	continent	of	Essos.[5][6]	The	series	follows	several	simultaneous	plotlines.[7]	The	first	story	arc	follows	a	war	of	succession	among	competing	claimants	for	control	of	the	Iron	Throne	of	the	Seven	Kingdoms,	with	other	noble	families	fighting
for	independence	from	the	throne.	The	second	concerns	the	actions	of	the	exiled	scion	to	reclaim	the	throne;	the	third	chronicles	the	threat	of	the	impending	winter,	as	well	as	the	legendary	creatures	and	fierce	peoples	of	the	North.[8]	Main	article:	List	of	Game	of	Thrones	characters	Game	of	Thrones	has	an	ensemble	cast	which	has	been	estimated	to	be	the
largest	on	television.[9]	In	2014,	several	actors'	contracts	were	renegotiated	to	include	a	seventh-season	option.[10]	By	the	final	season,	five	of	the	main	cast	members	made	$1	million	per	episode,	making	them	among	the	highest	paid	television	performers.[11][12]	Eddard	"Ned"	Stark	(Sean	Bean)	is	the	head	of	House	Stark.	His	children	with	his	wife,	Catelyn
(Michelle	Fairley),	include:	Robb	(Richard	Madden),	Sansa	(Sophie	Turner),	Arya	(Maisie	Williams)	and	Bran	(Isaac	Hempstead-Wright).	Ned	also	has	an	illegitimate	son,	Jon	Snow	(Kit	Harington),	who,	along	with	his	scholarly	friend,	Samwell	Tarly	(John	Bradley)	serve	in	the	Night's	Watch	under	Lord	Commander	Jeor	Mormont	(James	Cosmo).	The	Wildlings
living	north	of	the	Wall	include	Gilly	(Hannah	Murray)	and	the	warriors	Tormund	Giantsbane	(Kristofer	Hivju)	and	Ygritte	(Rose	Leslie).[13]	Others	associated	with	House	Stark	include	Ned's	ward	Theon	Greyjoy	(Alfie	Allen),	Ned's	vassal	Roose	Bolton	(Michael	McElhatton),	and	Roose's	illegitimate	son,	Ramsay	Snow	(Iwan	Rheon).	Robb	accepts	help	from	the
healer	Talisa	Maegyr	(Oona	Chaplin),	while	elsewhere,	Arya	befriends	blacksmith's	apprentice	Gendry	(Joe	Dempsie)	and	assassin	Jaqen	H'ghar	(Tom	Wlaschiha).	In	the	Stormlands,	the	tall	warrior	Brienne	of	Tarth	(Gwendoline	Christie)	is	introduced	to	Catelyn.	In	King's	Landing,	Ned's	best	friend,	King	Robert	I	Baratheon	(Mark	Addy),	shares	a	loveless
political	marriage	with	Cersei	Lannister	(Lena	Headey).	Her	younger	twin	brother,	Ser	Jaime	(Nikolaj	Coster-Waldau),	serves	on	the	Kingsguard	while	their	younger	brother	Tyrion	(Peter	Dinklage)	is	attended	by	his	mistress	Shae	(Sibel	Kekilli)	and	mercenary	Bronn	(Jerome	Flynn).	Cersei's	father	is	Tywin	(Charles	Dance),	head	of	House	Lannister	and	the
richest	man	in	Westeros.	Cersei	has	two	sons:	Joffrey	(Jack	Gleeson)	and	Tommen	(Dean-Charles	Chapman).	Joffrey	is	guarded	by	the	scar-faced	warrior	Sandor	"The	Hound"	Clegane	(Rory	McCann).[14]	The	king's	Small	Council	includes	his	treasurer,	Petyr	"Littlefinger"	Baelish	(Aidan	Gillen),	and	his	spymaster,	Varys	(Conleth	Hill).	In	Dragonstone,	Robert's
younger	brother,	Stannis	(Stephen	Dillane),	is	advised	by	foreign	priestess	Melisandre	(Carice	van	Houten)	and	former	smuggler	Ser	Davos	Seaworth	(Liam	Cunningham).	The	Tyrell	family	from	the	Reach	is	represented	at	court	by	Margaery	(Natalie	Dormer).	The	High	Sparrow	(Jonathan	Pryce)	is	given	power	as	a	religious	leader,	while,	in	Dorne,	the	warrior
Ellaria	Sand	(Indira	Varma)	seeks	vengeance	against	the	Lannisters.[13]	Across	the	Narrow	Sea	in	Pentos,	siblings	Viserys	Targaryen	(Harry	Lloyd)	and	Daenerys	Targaryen	(Emilia	Clarke)	(colloquially	referred	to	as	"Dany")	are	in	exile,	with	the	former	plotting	to	reclaim	his	father's	throne.	Daenerys	is	forced	into	marrying	Khal	Drogo	(Jason	Momoa),	a	leader
of	the	nomadic	Dothraki.	Her	retinue	eventually	comes	to	include	the	exiled	knight	Ser	Jorah	Mormont	(Iain	Glen),	her	aide	Missandei	(Nathalie	Emmanuel),	mercenary	Daario	Naharis	(Michiel	Huisman),	and	elite	soldier	Grey	Worm	(Jacob	Anderson).[13]	Main	cast	and	characters	Peter	Dinklage	(Tyrion	Lannister)	Lena	Headey	(Cersei	Lannister)	Nikolaj	Coster-
Waldau	(Jaime	Lannister)	Emilia	Clarke	(Daenerys	Targaryen)	Kit	Harington	(Jon	Snow)	Sophie	Turner	(Sansa	Stark)	Maisie	Williams	(Arya	Stark)	Isaac	Hempstead	Wright	(Bran	Stark)	Iain	Glen	(Jorah	Mormont)	Alfie	Allen	(Theon	Greyjoy)	Main	article:	Themes	in	A	Song	of	Ice	and	Fire	Both	television	critics	and	historians	have	praised	the	series	for	what	was
perceived	as	a	sort	of	medieval	realism.[15][16][17]	George	R.	R.	Martin	set	out	to	make	the	story	feel	more	like	historical	fiction	than	contemporary	fantasy,	with	less	emphasis	on	magic	and	sorcery	and	more	on	battles,	political	intrigue,	and	the	characters,	believing	that	magic	should	be	used	moderately	in	the	epic	fantasy	genre.[18][19][20]	Martin	said,	"The
true	horrors	of	human	history	derive	not	from	orcs	and	Dark	Lords,	but	from	ourselves".[21]	Academics	have	classified	the	series	as	neo-medieval,	which	focuses	on	overlapping	medieval	history	and	popular	fantasy.[22][23][24]	A	common	theme	in	the	fantasy	genre	is	the	battle	between	good	and	evil,	which	Martin	says	does	not	mirror	the	real	world.[25]	In	the
series,	political	leaders	have	mostly	been	portrayed	negatively,	as	they	usually	disregard	the	well-being	of	the	common	people	and	are	guided	in	their	decisions	by	selfish	reasons.	Few	possible	exceptions	include	Daenerys	Targaryen,	Jon	Snow	and	Tyrion	Lannister,	who	have	shown	concern	about	the	populace.	Still,	their	methods	or	commitment	to	the	cause
have	been	criticized.[26]	Martin	explores	the	relationship	between	good	and	evil	through	the	questions	of	redemption	and	character	change.[27]	Unlike	in	many	other	fantasies,	the	series	allows	the	audience	to	view	different	characters	from	their	perspective.[20][28]	In	early	seasons,	under	the	influence	of	the	A	Song	of	Ice	and	Fire	books,	main	characters
were	regularly	killed	off,	and	this	was	credited	with	developing	tension	among	viewers.[29]	Martin	stated	in	an	interview	that	he	wanted	to	depict	war	and	violence	in	a	realistic	way,	which	sometimes	mean	the	hero	or	main	characters	could	be	injured	or	killed.[30]	In	later	seasons,	critics	pointed	out	that	certain	characters	had	developed	"plot	armor"	to	survive
in	unlikely	circumstances	and	attributed	this	to	Game	of	Thrones	deviating	from	the	novels	to	become	more	of	a	traditional	television	series.[29]	In	a	2012	study,	out	of	40	recent	television	drama	shows,	Game	of	Thrones	ranked	second	in	deaths	per	episode,	averaging	14.[31]	A	scientific	study	conducted	in	2018	stated	that	about	60%	of	the	major	characters
died	as	a	result	of	violence	and	war.[32]	Although	the	series's	first	season	closely	follows	the	events	of	the	first	novel,	there	were	significant	changes	made	for	later	seasons.	According	to	Benioff,	the	TV	adaptation	is	"about	adapting	the	series	as	a	whole	and	following	the	map	George	laid	out	for	us	and	hitting	the	major	milestones,	but	not	necessarily	each	of
the	stops	along	the	way".[33]	Aspects	of	the	novels'	plots	and	their	adaptations	are	based	upon	settings,	characters,	and	events	in	European	history.[34]	Most	of	Westeros	is	reminiscent	of	high	medieval	Europe,	from	its	geography	and	castles	to	its	cultures,	the	feudal	system,	palace	intrigues,	and	the	knights'	tournaments.[35][36]	Like	medieval	Europe,	most	of
the	houses	in	the	series	use	the	patriarchal	system	of	power.[37]	The	series	also	includes	elements	of	gothic	fiction,	including	torture	tropes.[38]	A	principal	inspiration	for	the	novels	is	the	English	Wars	of	the	Roses	(1455–1485)	between	the	houses	of	Lancaster	and	York,	reflected	in	Martin's	houses	of	Lannister	and	Stark.[39]	The	scheming	Cersei	Lannister
evokes	Isabella,	the	"She-Wolf	of	France"	(1295–1358).[34]	She	and	her	family,	as	portrayed	in	Maurice	Druon's	historical	novel	series,	The	Accursed	Kings,	were	a	main	inspiration	of	Martin's.[40]	Other	historical	antecedents	of	series	elements	include:	Hadrian's	Wall	(which	becomes	Martin's	Wall),	the	Roman	Empire	and	the	legend	of	Atlantis	(ancient	Valyria
and	its	Doom),	Damascus	steel	(Valyrian	Steel),	Byzantine	Greek	fire	("wildfire"),	the	Seven	Wonders	of	the	Ancient	World	(such	as	the	Titan	of	Braavos	and	Hightower	of	Oldtown),	Icelandic	sagas	of	the	Viking	Age	(the	Ironborn),	the	Mongol	hordes	(the	Dothraki),	Ancient	Egypt	(Slaver's	Bay),	the	Hundred	Years'	War,	and	the	Italian	Renaissance.[34]	The
series's	popularity	has	been	attributed,	in	part,	to	Martin's	skill	at	fusing	these	elements	into	a	credible	version	of	alternate	history.[34][41]	Main	article:	List	of	Game	of	Thrones	episodes	SeasonEpisodesOriginally	releasedAvg.	U.S.	viewers(millions)First	releasedLast	released110April	17,	2011	(2011-04-17)June	19,	2011	(2011-06-
19)2.52[42]210April	1,	2012	(2012-04-01)June	3,	2012	(2012-06-03)3.80[42]310March	31,	2013	(2013-03-31)June	9,	2013	(2013-06-09)4.97[43]410April	6,	2014	(2014-04-06)June	15,	2014	(2014-06-15)6.84[44]510April	12,	2015	(2015-04-12)June	14,	2015	(2015-06-14)6.88[45]610April	24,	2016	(2016-04-24)June	26,	2016	(2016-06-
26)7.69[46]77July	16,	2017	(2017-07-16)August	27,	2017	(2017-08-27)10.26[47]86April	14,	2019	(2019-04-14)May	19,	2019	(2019-05-19)11.99[48]	Showrunners	D.	B.	Weiss	and	David	Benioff	created	the	series,	wrote	most	of	its	episodes	and	directed	several.	The	A	Song	of	Ice	and	Fire	series	of	novels	was	popular	before	Game	of	Thrones.[49]	The	series	has
sold	more	than	90	million	copies	worldwide	with	the	novels	being	translated	into	45	different	languages.[50][51]	George	R.	R.	Martin	received	multiple	fantasy	writing	awards	and	nominations,	including	a	World	Fantasy	Award	and	multiple	Locus	Awards,	for	the	series.[52]	Writing	for	Time	magazine	in	2005	after	the	release	of	A	Feast	for	Crows,	journalist	Lev
Grossman	called	Martin	the	"American	Tolkien",	stating	he	is	a	"major	force	for	evolution	in	fantasy".[53]	In	January	2006,	David	Benioff	had	a	telephone	conversation	with	Martin's	literary	agent	about	the	books	he	represented.	Having	been	a	fan	of	fantasy	fiction	when	he	was	younger,	he	became	interested	in	A	Song	of	Ice	and	Fire,	which	he	had	not	read.	The
literary	agent	sent	Benioff	the	series's	first	four	books.[54]	Benioff	read	a	few	hundred	pages	of	the	first	novel,	A	Game	of	Thrones,	shared	his	enthusiasm	with	D.	B.	Weiss,	and	suggested	that	they	adapt	Martin's	novels	into	a	television	series;	Weiss	finished	the	first	novel	in	"maybe	36	hours".[55]	They	pitched	the	series	to	HBO	after	a	five-hour	meeting	with
Martin	(himself	a	veteran	screenwriter)	in	a	restaurant	on	Santa	Monica	Boulevard.	According	to	Benioff,	they	won	Martin	over	by	knowing	the	answer	to	his	question,	"Who	is	Jon	Snow's	mother?"[56]	I	had	worked	in	Hollywood	myself	for	about	10	years,	from	the	late	'80s	to	the	'90s.	I'd	been	on	the	staff	of	The	Twilight	Zone	and	Beauty	and	the	Beast.	All	of	my
first	drafts	tended	to	be	too	big	or	too	expensive.	I	always	hated	the	process	of	having	to	cut.	I	said,	'I'm	sick	of	this,	I'm	going	to	write	something	that's	as	big	as	I	want	it	to	be,	and	it's	going	to	have	a	cast	of	characters	that	go	into	the	thousands,	and	I'm	going	to	have	huge	castles,	and	battles,	and	dragons.'— George	R.	R.	Martin,	author[57]	Before	being
approached	by	Benioff	and	Weiss,	Martin	already	had	meetings	with	other	scriptwriters,	most	of	whom	wanted	to	adapt	the	series	as	a	feature	film.	Martin,	however,	deemed	it	"unfilmable",	saying	that	the	size	of	one	of	his	novels	is	as	long	as	The	Lord	of	the	Rings,	which	had	been	adapted	as	three	feature	films.[57]	Benioff	agreed	it	would	be	impossible	to	turn
the	novels	into	a	feature	film	as	their	scale	is	too	big	for	a	feature	film,	and	dozens	of	characters	would	have	to	be	discarded.	Benioff	added,	"a	fantasy	movie	of	this	scope,	financed	by	a	major	studio,	would	almost	certainly	need	a	PG-13	rating.	That	means	no	sex,	no	blood,	no	profanity.	Fuck	that."[20]	Martin	was	pleased	with	the	suggestion	that	they	adapt	it	as
an	HBO	series,	saying	that	he	"never	imagined	it	anywhere	else".[58]	The	series	began	development	in	January	2007.[5]	HBO	acquired	the	television	rights	to	the	novels,	with	Benioff	and	Weiss	as	the	series'	executive	producers	and	Martin	as	a	co-executive	producer.	The	intention	was	for	each	novel	to	yield	a	season's	worth	of	episodes.[5]	Initially,	Martin
would	write	one	episode	per	season	while	Benioff	and	Weiss	would	write	the	rest.[5]	Jane	Espenson	and	Bryan	Cogman	were	added	later	to	write	one	episode	each	for	the	first	season.[59]	The	first	and	second	drafts	of	the	pilot	script	by	Benioff	and	Weiss	were	submitted	in	August	2007[60]	and	June	2008,[61]	respectively.	Although	HBO	liked	both	drafts,[62]	a
pilot	was	not	ordered	until	November	2008.[63]	The	pilot	episode,	"Winter	Is	Coming",	was	shot	in	2009;	after	its	poor	reception	following	a	private	viewing,	HBO	demanded	an	extensive	re-shoot	(about	90	percent	of	the	episode,	with	cast	and	directorial	changes).[56][64]	The	pilot	reportedly	cost	HBO	$5–10	million	to	produce,[65]	while	the	first	season's
budget	was	estimated	at	$50–60	million.[66]	For	the	second	season,	the	series	received	a	15-percent	budget	increase	for	the	climactic	battle	in	"Blackwater"	(which	had	an	$8	million	budget).[67][68]	Between	2012	and	2015,	the	average	budget	per	episode	increased	from	$6	million[69]	to	"at	least"	$8	million.[70]	The	sixth-season	budget	was	over	$10	million
per	episode,	for	a	season	total	of	over	$100	million,	a	record	for	a	series's	production	cost.[71]	By	the	final	season,	the	production	budget	per	episode	was	estimated	to	be	$15	million.[72]	Nina	Gold	and	Robert	Sterne	were	the	series'	primary	casting	directors.[73]	Through	a	process	of	auditions	and	readings,	the	main	cast	was	assembled.	The	only	exceptions
were	Peter	Dinklage	and	Sean	Bean,	whom	the	writers	wanted	from	the	start;	they	were	announced	as	joining	the	pilot	in	2009.[74][75]	Other	actors	signed	for	the	pilot	were	Kit	Harington	as	Jon	Snow,	Jack	Gleeson	as	Joffrey	Baratheon,	Harry	Lloyd	as	Viserys	Targaryen,	and	Mark	Addy	as	Robert	Baratheon.[75]	According	to	Benioff	and	Weiss,	Addy	was	the
easiest	actor	to	cast	for	the	series	because	of	his	audition	performance.[76]	Some	characters	in	the	pilot	were	recast	for	the	first	season.	The	role	of	Catelyn	Stark	was	played	initially	by	Jennifer	Ehle,	but	the	role	was	recast	with	Michelle	Fairley.[77]	The	character	of	Daenerys	Targaryen	was	also	recast,	with	Emilia	Clarke	replacing	Tamzin	Merchant.[78]	The
rest	of	the	first	season's	cast	was	selected	in	the	second	half	of	2009.[79]	Although	many	of	the	cast	returned	after	the	first	season,	the	producers	had	many	new	characters	to	cast	in	each	of	the	following	seasons.	Because	of	the	large	number	of	new	characters,	Benioff	and	Weiss	postponed	introducing	several	key	characters	in	the	second	season	and	merged
several	characters	into	one,	or	assigned	plot	functions	to	different	characters.[9]	Some	recurring	characters	were	recast	over	the	years;	for	example,	Gregor	Clegane	was	played	by	three	different	actors,	while	Dean-Charles	Chapman	played	both	Tommen	Baratheon	and	a	minor	Lannister	character.[80]	George	R.	R.	Martin,	author	of	A	Song	of	Ice	and	Fire,	is	a
series	co-executive	producer	and	wrote	one	episode	for	each	of	the	first	four	seasons.	Game	of	Thrones	used	seven	writers	over	its	six	seasons.	Benioff	and	Weiss	wrote	most	of	each	season's	episodes.[81]	A	Song	of	Ice	and	Fire	author	George	R.	R.	Martin	wrote	one	episode	in	each	of	the	first	four	seasons.	Martin	did	not	write	an	episode	for	the	later	seasons,
since	he	wanted	to	focus	on	completing	the	sixth	novel	(The	Winds	of	Winter).[82]	Jane	Espenson	co-wrote	one	first-season	episode	as	a	freelance	writer.[83]	Cogman,	initially	a	script	coordinator	for	the	series,[83]	was	promoted	to	producer	for	the	fifth	season.	Cogman,	who	wrote	at	least	one	episode	for	the	first	five	seasons,	was	the	only	other	writer	in	the
writers'	room	with	Benioff	and	Weiss.[81]	Before	Cogman's	promotion,	Vanessa	Taylor—a	writer	during	the	second	and	third	seasons—worked	closely	with	Benioff	and	Weiss.	Dave	Hill	joined	the	writing	staff	for	the	fifth	season	after	working	as	an	assistant	to	Benioff	and	Weiss.[84]	Although	Martin	was	not	in	the	writers'	room,	he	read	the	script	outlines	and
made	comments.[81]	Benioff	and	Weiss	sometimes	assigned	characters	to	particular	writers;	for	example,	Cogman	was	assigned	to	Arya	Stark	for	the	fourth	season.	The	writers	spent	several	weeks	writing	a	character	outline,	including	what	material	from	the	novels	to	use	and	the	overarching	themes.	After	these	individual	outlines	were	completed,	they	spent
another	two	to	three	weeks	discussing	each	main	character's	individual	arc	and	arranging	them	episode	by	episode.[81]	A	detailed	outline	was	created,	with	each	of	the	writers	working	on	part	of	it	to	create	a	script	for	each	episode.	Cogman,	who	wrote	two	episodes	for	the	fifth	season,	took	a	month	and	a	half	to	complete	both	scripts.	They	were	then	read	by
Benioff	and	Weiss,	who	made	notes,	and	parts	of	the	script	were	rewritten.	All	ten	episodes	were	written	before	filming	began	since	they	were	shot	out	of	order	by	two	units	in	different	countries.[81]	Benioff	and	Weiss	wrote	their	episodes	together;	one	wrote	the	first	half	of	the	script	with	the	other	writing	the	second	half.	They	then	passed	the	drafts	back	and
forth	to	make	notes	and	do	rewrites.[58]	Main	article:	List	of	Game	of	Thrones	episodes	After	Game	of	Thrones's	story	line	began	outpacing	the	published	novels	in	the	sixth	season,	the	series	was	based	on	a	plot	outline	of	the	future	novels	provided	by	Martin	along	with	original	content.[85][86]	Before	season	four,	Martin	stated	there	was	an	issue	with	the
television	series	being	released	before	the	source	material	could	be	written.[87]	According	to	Benioff,	Martin	gave	the	showrunners	an	outline	on	the	final	two	books	of	the	series.[88]	In	April	2016,	the	showrunners'	plan	was	to	shoot	13	more	episodes	after	the	sixth	season:	seven	episodes	in	the	seventh	season	and	six	episodes	in	the	eighth.[89]	Later	that
month,	the	series	was	renewed	for	a	seventh	season	with	a	seven-episode	order.[90][91]	HBO	announced	in	June	2016	that	the	eighth	season	would	be	the	final	for	the	series.[92]	Game	of	Thrones	adaptation	and	season	schedule	Season	Ordered	Filming	First	aired	Last	aired	Novel(s)	adapted	Ref(s)	Season	1	March	2,	2010	Second	half	of	2010	April	17,	2011
June	19,	2011	A	Game	of	Thrones	[93]	Season	2	April	19,	2011	Second	half	of	2011	April	1,	2012	June	3,	2012	A	Clash	of	Kings	[94]	Season	3	April	10,	2012	July–November	2012	March	31,	2013	June	9,	2013	A	Storm	of	Swords	[95]	Season	4	April	2,	2013	July–November	2013	April	6,	2014	June	15,	2014	[96]	Season	5	April	8,	2014	July–December	2014	April	12,
2015	June	14,	2015	A	Feast	for	Crows,	A	Dance	with	Dragons	and	original	content	[97]	Season	6	April	8,	2014	July–December	2015	April	24,	2016	June	26,	2016	Outline	from	The	Winds	of	Winter	and	original	content	[98]	Season	7	April	21,	2016	August	2016	–	February	2017	July	16,	2017	August	27,	2017	Outline	from	A	Dream	of	Spring	and	original	content
[99]	Season	8	July	30,	2016	October	2017	–	July	2018	April	14,	2019	May	19,	2019	[100]	The	first	two	seasons	adapted	one	novel	each.	For	the	later	seasons,	its	creators	saw	Game	of	Thrones	as	an	adaptation	of	A	Song	of	Ice	and	Fire	as	a	whole	rather	than	the	individual	novels,[101]	enabling	them	to	move	events	across	novels	as	the	screen	adaptation
required.[102]	The	Azure	Window	at	Ras-id-Dwerja,	on	Gozo,	was	the	site	of	the	Dothraki	wedding	in	season	one.	The	show	was	shot	in	the	United	Kingdom,	Canada,	Croatia,	Iceland,	Malta,	Morocco,	and	Spain.	Principal	photography	for	the	first	season	was	scheduled	to	begin	on	July	26,	2010;[103]	the	primary	location	was	the	Paint	Hall	Studios	in	Belfast,
Northern	Ireland.[104]	Exterior	scenes	in	Northern	Ireland	were	filmed	at	Sandy	Brae	in	the	Mourne	Mountains	(standing	in	for	Vaes	Dothrak);	Castle	Ward	(Winterfell);	Saintfield	Estates	(the	Winterfell	godswood);	Tollymore	Forest	(outdoor	scenes);	Cairncastle	(the	execution	site);	the	Magheramorne	quarry	(Castle	Black);	and	Shane's	Castle	(the	tourney
grounds).[105]	Doune	Castle	in	Stirling,	Scotland,	was	also	used	in	the	original	pilot	episode	for	scenes	at	Winterfell.[106]	The	producers	initially	considered	filming	the	entire	series	in	Scotland,	but	decided	on	Northern	Ireland	because	of	the	availability	of	studio	space	and	tax	credits.[107]	The	walled	city	of	Dubrovnik	stood	in	for	King's	Landing	in	season	two.
The	first	season's	southern	scenes	were	filmed	in	Malta,	a	change	in	location	from	the	pilot	episode's	Moroccan	sets.[103]	The	city	of	Mdina	was	used	for	King's	Landing.[108]	Filming	also	took	place	at	Fort	Manoel	(representing	the	Sept	of	Baelor);	at	the	Azure	Window	on	the	island	of	Gozo	(the	Dothraki	wedding	site);	and	at	San	Anton	Palace,	Fort	Ricasoli,
Fort	St.	Angelo	and	St.	Dominic	monastery	(all	used	for	scenes	in	the	Red	Keep).[105]	Filming	of	the	second	season's	southern	scenes	shifted	from	Malta	to	Croatia,	where	the	city	of	Dubrovnik	and	nearby	locations	allowed	exterior	shots	of	a	walled,	coastal	medieval	city.	The	Walls	of	Dubrovnik	and	Fort	Lovrijenac	were	used	for	scenes	in	King's	Landing,	though
exteriors	of	some	local	buildings	in	the	series,	for	example,	the	Red	Keep	and	the	Sept	of	Baelor,	are	computer	generated.[109]	The	island	of	Lokrum,	the	St.	Dominic	monastery	in	the	coastal	town	of	Trogir,	the	Rector's	Palace	in	Dubrovnik,	and	the	Dubac	quarry	(a	few	kilometers	east)	were	used	for	scenes	set	in	Qarth.	Scenes	set	north	of	the	Wall,	in	the
Frostfangs,	and	at	the	Fist	of	the	First	Men,	were	filmed	in	November	2011	in	Iceland	on	the	Vatnajökull	glacier	near	Smyrlabjörg,	the	Svínafellsjökull	glacier	near	Skaftafell,	and	the	Mýrdalsjökull	glacier	near	Vik	on	Höfðabrekkuheiði.[105][110]	Filming	also	occurred	at	the	harbor	in	Ballintoy,	Northern	Ireland.[111]	Ballintoy	Harbour	was	Lordsport	on	the	Iron
Islands.	Third-season	production	returned	to	Dubrovnik,	with	the	Walls	of	Dubrovnik,	Fort	Lovrijenac,	and	nearby	locations	again	used	for	scenes	in	King's	Landing	and	the	Red	Keep.[112]	Trsteno	Arboretum,	a	new	location,	is	the	garden	of	the	Tyrells	in	King's	Landing.	The	third	season	also	returned	to	Morocco	(including	the	city	of	Essaouira)	to	film
Daenerys's	scenes	in	Essos.[113]	Dimmuborgir	and	the	Grjótagjá	cave	in	Iceland	were	used	as	well.[110]	One	scene,	with	a	live	bear,	was	filmed	in	Los	Angeles.[114]	The	production	used	three	units	(Dragon,	Wolf	and	Raven)	filming	in	parallel,	six	directing	teams,	257	cast	members	and	703	crew	members.[115]	The	fourth	season	returned	to	Dubrovnik	and
included	new	locations,	including	Diocletian's	Palace	in	Split,	Klis	Fortress	north	of	Split,	Perun	quarry	east	of	Split,	the	Mosor	mountain	range	and	Baška	Voda	farther	south.[116]	Thingvellir	National	Park	in	Iceland	was	used	for	the	fight	between	Brienne	and	the	Hound.[110]	The	fifth	season	added	Seville,	Spain,	used	for	scenes	of	Dorne,	and	Córdoba.[117]
The	sixth	season,	which	began	filming	in	July	2015,	returned	to	Spain	and	filmed	in	Navarra,	Guadalajara,	Seville,	Almeria,	Girona	and	Peniscola.[118]	Filming	also	returned	to	Dubrovnik,	Croatia.[119]	The	filming	of	the	seven	episodes	of	season	seven	began	on	August	31,	2016,	at	Titanic	Studios	in	Belfast,	with	other	filming	in	Iceland,	Northern	Ireland	and
many	locations	in	Spain,[120]	including	Seville,	Cáceres,	Almodovar	del	Rio,	Santiponce,	Zumaia	and	Bermeo.[121]	Filming	continued	until	the	end	of	February	2017,	as	necessary,	to	ensure	winter	weather	in	some	European	locations.[122]	Filming	for	season	eight	began	in	October	2017	and	concluded	in	July	2018.[123][124]	New	filming	locations	included
Moneyglass	and	Saintfield	in	Northern	Ireland	for	"The	Long	Night"	battle	scenes.[125]	Northern	Ireland	Screen,	a	UK	government	agency	financed	by	Invest	NI	and	the	European	Regional	Development	Fund,	helped	fund	Game	of	Thrones.[126]	Tourism	Ireland	has	a	Game	of	Thrones-themed	marketing	campaign	similar	to	New	Zealand's	Tolkien-related
advertising.[127][128]	According	to	First	Minister	Arlene	Foster,	the	series	has	given	Northern	Ireland	the	most	publicity	in	its	history	apart	from	The	Troubles.[129]	The	production	of	Game	of	Thrones	and	other	TV	series	boosted	Northern	Ireland's	creative	industries,	contributing	to	an	estimated	12.4	percent	growth	in	arts,	entertainment	and	recreation	jobs
between	2008	and	2013	(compared	with	4.3	percent	in	the	rest	of	the	UK	during	the	same	period).[130]	After	filming	had	finished,	HBO	converted	its	filming	locations	in	Northern	Ireland	into	tourist	attractions	to	be	opened	in	2019.[131]	By	2019,	350,000	visitors,	or	one	sixth	of	all	tourists,	came	to	Northern	Ireland	annually	because	of	Game	of	Thrones.[132]
Tourism	organizations	elsewhere	reported	increases	in	bookings	after	their	locations	appeared	in	Game	of	Thrones.	Between	2014	and	2016,	Hotels.com	reported	hotel	bookings	increased	by	285	percent	in	Iceland	and	120	percent	in	Dubrovnik.[133]	In	2016,	bookings	doubled	in	Ouarzazate,	Morocco,	the	location	of	Daenerys'	season	three	scenes.[134]
Dubrovnik	also	saw	an	increase	in	overnight	tourist	stays	after	episodes	aired.[135]	However,	the	increase	in	tourism	driven	by	the	series—estimated	to	be	responsible	for	half	of	its	annual	increase	over	many	years—led	to	concerns	about	"over-tourism"	and	its	mayor	imposing	limits	on	tourist	numbers	in	the	city.[119][136]	Following	the	series	finale,	HBO
announced	in	April	2019	a	new	exhibition	and	tourist	attraction	containing	show	props	and	set	pieces.[137]	The	attraction,	titled	Game	of	Thrones	Studio	Tour,	will	be	located	at	former	show	filming	location	Linen	Mill	Studios	outside	Belfast.[138]	Studies	showed	that	the	series	had	an	overall	positive	economic	impact	for	both	Northern	Ireland	and	Dubrovnik.
[139][140]	Despite	the	positive	economic	results,	some	academics	note	the	impact	and	damage	from	Game	of	Thrones–related	tourist	activities	could	have	on	historical	sites	and	other	locations	of	cultural	value.[141]	Each	ten-episode	season	of	Game	of	Thrones	had	four	to	six	directors,	who	usually	directed	back-to-back	episodes.[142]	Alan	Taylor	directed	seven
episodes,	the	most	of	any	director.[143]	Alex	Graves,	David	Nutter,	Mark	Mylod,	and	Jeremy	Podeswa	directed	six	episodes	each.[144]	Daniel	Minahan	directed	five	episodes,	and	Michelle	MacLaren,	Alik	Sakharov,	and	Miguel	Sapochnik	directed	four	each;	MacLaren	is	the	only	female	director	of	the	entire	series's	run.[145]	Brian	Kirk	directed	three	episodes
during	the	first	season,	and	Tim	Van	Patten	directed	the	series's	first	two	episodes.[146]	Neil	Marshall	directed	two	episodes,	both	with	large	battle	scenes:	"Blackwater"	and	"The	Watchers	on	the	Wall".[147]	Other	directors	include	Jack	Bender,	David	Petrarca,	Daniel	Sackheim,	Michael	Slovis	and	Matt	Shakman.[148]	David	Benioff	and	D.	B.	Weiss	have
directed	two	episodes	together	but	were	credited	with	only	one	each,	which	was	determined	after	a	coin	toss.[84]	For	season	eight,	David	Nutter	and	Miguel	Sapochnik,	who	worked	on	previous	episodes,	directed	the	first	five	episodes.[149]	Benioff	and	Weiss	were	credited	as	both	the	writers	and	directors	of	the	show	finale	"The	Iron	Throne".[150]	External
videos	HBO	promotional	video	detailing	the	research	and	design	of	the	show's	costumes,	YouTube	video	Michele	Clapton	was	the	costume	designer	for	Game	of	Thrones'	first	five	seasons	before	she	was	replaced	by	April	Ferry.[151]	Clapton	returned	to	the	series	as	its	costume	designer	for	the	seventh	season.[152]	For	the	first	three	seasons,	Paul	Engelen	was
Game	of	Thrones'	main	makeup	designer	and	prosthetic	makeup	artist	with	Melissa	Lackersteen,	Conor	O'Sullivan,	and	Rob	Trenton.	At	the	beginning	of	the	fourth	season,	Engelen's	team	was	replaced	by	Jane	Walker	and	her	crew,	composed	of	Ann	McEwan	and	Barrie	and	Sarah	Gower.[153][154]	Over	130	makeup	artists	and	prosthetic	designers	worked	on
the	show.[155][156]	The	designs	for	the	series's	costumes	were	inspired	by	several	sources,	such	as	Japanese	and	Persian	armor.[157][158]	Dothraki	dress	resembles	that	of	the	Bedouin	(one	was	made	of	fish	skins	to	resemble	dragon	scales),	and	the	Wildlings	wear	animal	skins	like	the	Inuit.[159]	Wildling	bone	armor	is	made	from	molds	of	actual	bones	and	is
assembled	with	string	and	latex	resembling	catgut.[160]	Although	the	extras	who	played	Wildlings	and	the	Night's	Watch	often	wore	hats	(normal	in	a	cold	climate),	members	of	the	principal	cast	usually	did	not	so	viewers	could	recognize	them.	Björk's	Alexander	McQueen	high-neckline	dresses	inspired	Margaery	Tyrell's	funnel-neck	outfit,	and	prostitutes'
dresses	were	designed	for	easy	removal.[159]	All	the	clothing	used	during	the	production	was	aged	for	two	weeks,	so	it	had	a	realistic	appearance	on	high-definition	television.[160]	About	two	dozen	wigs	were	used	by	the	actresses.	Made	of	human	hair	and	up	to	61	centimetres	(2	ft)	in	length,	they	cost	up	to	$7,000	each	and	were	washed	and	styled	like	real
hair.	Applying	the	wigs	was	time-consuming;	Emilia	Clarke,	for	example,	required	about	two	hours	to	style	her	brunette	hair	with	a	platinum-blonde	wig	and	braids.	Other	actors,	such	as	Jack	Gleeson	and	Sophie	Turner,	received	frequent	hair	coloring.	For	characters	such	as	Daenerys	(Clarke)	and	her	Dothraki,	their	hair,	wigs	and	costumes	were	processed	to
appear	as	if	they	had	not	been	washed	for	weeks.[159]	For	the	large	number	of	visual	effects	used	in	the	series,	HBO	hired	British-based	BlueBolt	and	Irish-based	Screen	Scene	for	season	one.	Most	of	the	environment	builds	were	done	as	2.5D	projections,	giving	viewers	perspective	while	keeping	the	programming	from	being	overwhelming.[161]	In	2011,	the
season	one	finale,	"Fire	and	Blood",	was	nominated	for	a	Primetime	Emmy	Award	for	Outstanding	Special	Visual	Effects.[153]	The	visual	effects	crew	consisted	of	both	on-set	VFX	supervisors	and	concept	artists	along	with	visual	effect	editors	in	post-production.[162]	Because	the	effects	became	more	complex	in	subsequent	seasons	(including	CGI	creatures,	fire,
and	water),	German-based	Pixomondo	became	the	lead	visual	effects	producer;	nine	of	its	twelve	facilities	contributed	to	the	project	for	season	two,	with	Stuttgart	the	lead	studio.[163][164]	Scenes	were	also	produced	by	British-based	Peanut	FX,	Canadian-based	Spin	VFX,	and	US-based	Gradient	Effects.	"Valar	Morghulis"	and	"Valar	Dohaeris"	earned
Pixomondo	Primetime	Emmy	Awards	for	Outstanding	Special	Visual	Effects	in	2012	and	2013,	respectively.[153]	HBO	added	German-based	Mackevision	to	the	project	in	season	four.[165]	The	season	four	finale,	"The	Children",	won	the	2014	Emmy	Award	for	Visual	Effects.	Additional	producers	for	season	four	included	Canadian-based	Rodeo	FX,	German-based
Scanline	VFX	and	US-based	BAKED	FX.	The	muscle	and	wing	movements	of	the	adolescent	dragons	in	seasons	four	and	five	were	based	largely	on	those	of	a	chicken.	Pixomondo	retained	a	team	of	22	to	30	people	focused	solely	on	visualizing	Daenerys	Targaryen's	dragons,	with	the	average	production	time	per	season	of	20	to	22	weeks.[166]	For	the	fifth
season,	HBO	added	Canadian-based	Image	Engine	and	US-based	Crazy	Horse	Effects	to	its	list	of	main	visual-effects	producers.[167][168]	Visual	effect	supervisor	Joe	Bauer	said	that	the	VFX	team	worked	on	more	than	"10,000	shots	of	visual	effects"	throughout	all	eight	seasons.[169]	More	than	300	artists	worked	on	the	show's	visual	effects	team.[170]	The
show	won	eight	Creative	Arts	Emmy	Awards	for	visual	effects,	winning	for	Outstanding	Special	Visual	Effects	in	seven	consecutive	seasons.[171][172]	Main	article:	Game	of	Thrones	title	sequence	The	series's	title	sequence	was	created	for	HBO	by	production	studio	Elastic.[173]	Creative	director	Angus	Wall	and	his	collaborators	received	the	2011	Primetime
Emmy	Award	for	Main	Title	Design	for	the	sequence,[174]	which	depicts	a	three-dimensional	map	of	the	series's	fictional	world.	The	map	is	projected	on	the	inside	of	a	sphere	which	is	centrally	lit	by	a	small	sun	in	an	armillary	sphere.[175]	As	the	camera	moves	across	the	map,	focusing	on	the	locations	of	the	episode's	events,	clockwork	mechanisms	intertwine
and	allow	buildings	and	other	structures	to	emerge	from	the	map.	Accompanied	by	the	title	music,	the	names	of	the	principal	cast	and	creative	staff	appear.	The	sequence	concludes	after	about	90	seconds	with	the	title	card	and	brief	opening	credits	detailing	the	episode's	writer(s)	and	director.	Its	composition	changes	as	the	story	progresses,	with	new	locations
replacing	those	featuring	less	prominently	or	not	at	all.[175][176]	Entertainment	Weekly	named	the	title	sequence	one	of	the	best	on	television,	calling	it	an	"all-inclusive	cruise	of	Westeros".[177]	Main	article:	Music	of	Game	of	Thrones	Ramin	Djawadi	composed	the	Game	of	Thrones	score.	Ramin	Djawadi	composed	the	series's	music.	The	first	season's
soundtrack,	written	about	ten	weeks	before	the	series's	premiere,[178]	was	published	by	Varèse	Sarabande	in	June	2011.[179]	Soundtrack	albums	for	subsequent	seasons	have	been	released,	with	tracks	by	the	National,	the	Hold	Steady	and	Sigur	Rós.[180]	Djawadi	composed	reoccurring	themes	for	each	of	the	major	houses	and	some	main	characters.[181]
Some	themes	evolved	over	time.	Daenerys	Targaryen's	theme	was	simple	and	became	more	complex	after	each	season.	At	first,	her	theme	was	played	by	a	single	instrument,	a	cello,	and	Djawadi	later	incorporated	more	instruments	into	it.[181]	Djawadi	was	nominated	twice	for	a	Grammy	Award	for	Best	Score	Soundtrack	for	Visual	Media	for	his	work	on	the
show.[182]	In	addition	to	the	originally	scored	music,	Columbia	Records	released	the	For	the	Throne:	Music	Inspired	by	the	HBO	Series	Game	of	Thrones	companion	album	on	April	26,	2019.[183]	The	Westerosi	characters	of	Game	of	Thrones	speak	British-accented	English,	often	(but	not	consistently)	with	the	accent	of	the	English	region	corresponding	to	the
character's	Westerosi	region.[184]	The	Northerner	Eddard	Stark	speaks	in	actor	Sean	Bean's	native	northern	accent,	and	the	southern	lord	Tywin	Lannister	speaks	with	a	southern	accent,	while	characters	from	Dorne	speak	English	with	a	Spanish	accent.[185][186]	Characters	foreign	to	Westeros	often	have	a	non-British	accent.[187]	Although	the	common
language	of	Westeros	is	represented	as	English,	the	producers	charged	conlanger	David	J.	Peterson	with	constructing	Dothraki	and	Valyrian	languages	based	on	the	few	words	in	the	novels.[188][189]	Before	production,	Peterson	wrote	300	pages	of	Dothraki	language	material,	including	translation	and	word	function.[190]	Dothraki	and	Valyrian	dialogue	is	often
subtitled	in	English.[191]	Language-learning	company	Duolingo	began	offering	courses	in	High	Valyrian	in	2017,[192]	of	which	1.2	million	people	signed	up	for	between	2017	and	2020.[193]	Game	of	Thrones	was	broadcast	by	HBO	in	the	United	States	and	by	its	local	subsidiaries	or	other	pay	television	services	in	other	countries,	at	the	same	time	as	in	the	US
or	weeks	(or	months)	later.	Broadcasters	carrying	Game	of	Thrones	included	Fox	Showcase	in	Australia;	HBO	Canada,	Super	Écran,	and	Showcase	in	Canada;	HBO	Latin	America	in	Latin	America;	Sky	Television	Network's	SoHo	and	Neon	in	New	Zealand;	and	Sky	Atlantic	in	the	United	Kingdom	and	Ireland.[194][195][196][197]	In	India,	two	versions	of	the
series	were	aired;	Star	World	aired	a	censored	version	of	the	series	on	television	at	the	same	time	as	the	US,	while	an	uncensored	version	was	made	available	for	live	viewing	on	the	Hotstar	app.[198]	On	January	23,	2015,	the	last	two	episodes	of	season	four	were	shown	in	205	IMAX	theaters	across	the	United	States,	the	first	television	series	to	be	shown	in	this
format.[199]	The	show	earned	$686,000	at	the	box	office	on	its	opening	day[200]	and	$1.5	million	during	its	opening	weekend;[201]	the	week-long	release	grossed	$1,896,092.[202]	Before	the	season	eight	premiere,	HBO	screened	"The	Spoils	of	War"	episode	from	season	seven	in	movie	theaters	in	New	York,	Los	Angeles,	and	Chicago.[203]	The	ten	episodes	of
the	first	season	of	Game	of	Thrones	were	released	as	a	DVD	and	Blu-ray	box	set	on	March	6,	2012.	The	box	set	includes	extra	background	and	behind-the-scenes	material	but	no	deleted	scenes,	since	nearly	all	the	footage	shot	for	the	first	season	was	used.[204]	The	box	set	sold	over	350,000	copies	in	the	week	following	its	release,	the	largest	first-week	DVD
sales	ever	for	an	HBO	series.	The	series	also	set	an	HBO-series	record	for	digital-download	sales.[205]	A	collector's-edition	box	set	was	released	in	November	2012,	combining	the	DVD	and	Blu-ray	versions	of	the	first	season	with	the	first	episode	of	season	two.	A	paperweight	in	the	shape	of	a	dragon	egg	is	included	in	the	set.[206]	DVD-Blu-ray	box	sets	and
digital	downloads	of	the	second	season	became	available	on	February	19,	2013.[207]	First-day	sales	broke	HBO	records,	with	241,000	box	sets	sold	and	355,000	episodes	downloaded.[208]	The	third	season	was	made	available	for	purchase	as	a	digital	download	on	the	Australian	iTunes	Store,	parallel	to	the	US	premiere,	and	was	released	on	DVD	and	Blu-ray	in
region	1	on	February	18,	2014.[209][210]	The	fourth	season	was	released	on	DVD	and	Blu-ray	on	February	17,	2015,[211]	and	the	fifth	season	on	March	15,	2016.[212]	Blu-ray	and	DVD	versions	of	the	sixth	season	were	released	on	November	15,	2016.[213]	Beginning	in	2016,	HBO	began	issuing	Steelbook	Blu-ray	sets,	which	include	both	Dolby	TrueHD	7.1	and
Dolby	Atmos	audio	options.[214]	In	2018,	the	first	season	was	released	in	4K	HDR	on	Ultra	HD	Blu-ray.[215]	Blu-ray	and	DVD	versions	of	the	seventh	season	were	released	on	December	12,	2017.[216]	The	final	season	was	released	on	DVD	and	Blu-ray	on	December	3,	2019.	The	home	release	also	included	behind-the-scenes	footage	and	cast	commentary.[217]	A
box	set	containing	all	eight	seasons,	including	a	cast	reunion	hosted	by	Conan	O'Brien,	was	released	on	DVD	and	Blu-ray	on	December	3,	2019,[218]	and	was	also	released	on	4K	Ultra	HD	Blu-ray	on	November	3,	2020.[219]	In	August	2022,	the	complete	series	was	released	in	4K,	Dolby	Vision	HDR	and	Dolby	Atmos	on	HBO	Max.[220]	Game	of	Thrones	has	been
widely	pirated,	primarily	outside	the	US.[221]	According	to	the	file-sharing	news	website	TorrentFreak,	it	was	the	most	pirated	television	series	from	2012	to	2019	(except	2018,	when	no	new	episodes	were	broadcast),[222][223]	and	Guinness	World	Records	named	it	the	most-pirated	television	program	in	2015.[224]	Illegal	downloads	increased	to	about	seven
million	in	the	first	quarter	of	2015,	up	45	percent	from	2014.[221]	An	unnamed	episode	was	downloaded	about	4.28	million	times	through	public	BitTorrent	trackers	in	2012,	roughly	equal	to	its	number	of	broadcast	viewers.[225][226]	Piracy	rates	were	particularly	high	in	Australia[227]	prompting	the	US	Ambassador	to	Australia,	Jeff	Bleich,	to	issue	a
statement	in	2013	condemning	the	practice	there.[228]	Delays	in	availability	by	non-HBO	broadcasters	before	2015	and	the	cost	of	subscriptions	to	their	services	have	been	cited	as	causes	for	the	series's	illegal	distribution.[229]	According	to	TorrentFreak,	a	subscription	to	a	service	broadcasting	Game	of	Thrones	cost	up	to	$25	per	month	in	the	United	States,
up	to	£26	per	episode	in	the	UK	and	up	to	$52	per	episode	in	Australia.[230]	In	2013,	to	combat	unauthorized	downloads,	HBO	said	it	intended	to	make	its	content	more	widely	available	within	a	week	of	the	US	premiere	(including	HBO	Go).[231]	In	2015,	the	fifth	season	was	simulcast	to	170	countries	and	to	HBO	Now	users.[221]	On	April	11,	the	day	before	the
season	premiere,	screener	copies	of	the	first	four	episodes	of	the	fifth	season	leaked	to	a	number	of	file-sharing	websites.[232]	Within	a	day	of	the	leak,	the	files	were	downloaded	over	800,000	times;[233]	in	one	week	the	illegal	downloads	reached	32	million,	with	the	season	five	premiere—"The	Wars	to	Come"—	pirated	13	million	times.[234]	The	season	five
finale	("Mother's	Mercy")	was	the	most	simultaneously	shared	file	in	the	history	of	the	BitTorrent	file	sharing	protocol,	with	over	250,000	sharers	and	over	1.5	million	downloads	in	eight	hours.[235]	HBO	did	not	send	screeners	to	the	press	for	the	sixth	season	to	prevent	the	spread	of	unlicensed	copies	and	spoilers.[236]	Season	seven	was	either	illegally
streamed	or	downloaded	over	1	billion	times,	with	the	season	averaging	14.7	billion	illegal	views,	and	the	season	finale	garnering	over	120	million	illegal	views	within	its	first	72	hours.[237]	According	to	anti-piracy	company	MUSO,	the	eighth	season	was	illegally	downloaded	or	viewed	most	in	India	and	China.[238]	Illegal	viewership	for	the	final	season	was
double	the	number	of	legal	viewers,	with	55	million	illegal	downloads	for	the	season	eight	premiere	"Winterfell",	compared	to	17.4	million	who	watched	on	HBO	platforms.[239]	Observers,	including	series	director	David	Petrarca	and	Time	Warner	CEO	Jeff	Bewkes,	said	that	illegal	downloads	did	not	hurt	the	series's	prospects;	it	benefited	from	"buzz"	and	social
commentary,	and	the	high	piracy	rate	did	not	significantly	translate	into	lost	subscriptions.[240][241]	According	to	Polygon,	HBO's	relaxed	attitude	towards	piracy	and	the	sharing	of	login	credentials	amounted	to	a	premium-television	"free-to-play"	model.[242]	At	a	2015	Oxford	Union	panel	discussion,	series	co-creator	David	Benioff	said	that	he	was	just	glad
that	people	watched	the	series;	illegally	downloaded	episodes	sometimes	interested	viewers	enough	to	buy	a	copy,	especially	in	countries	where	Game	of	Thrones	was	not	televised.	Series	co-creator	D.	B.	Weiss	had	mixed	feelings,	saying	that	the	series	was	expensive	to	produce	and	"if	it	doesn't	make	the	money	back,	then	it	ceases	to	exist".	However,	he	was
pleased	that	so	many	people	"enjoy	the	show	so	much	they	can't	wait	to	get	their	hands	on	it".[243]	Critical	response	of	Game	of	ThronesSeasonRotten	TomatoesMetacritic190%	(224	reviews)[244]80	(28	reviews)[245]296%	(304	reviews)[246]90	(26	reviews)[247]396%	(419	reviews)[248]91	(25	reviews)[249]497%	(571	reviews)[250]94	(29	reviews)[251]593%
(574	reviews)[252]91	(29	reviews)[253]694%	(667	reviews)[254]73	(9	reviews)[255]793%	(418	reviews)[256]77	(12	reviews)[257]855%	(699	reviews)[258]75	(13	reviews)[259]	Game	of	Thrones,	particularly	the	first	six	seasons,	received	critical	acclaim,	although	the	series's	frequent	use	of	nudity	and	violence	has	been	criticized.	The	series	has	an	overall	rating
of	89%	on	Rotten	Tomatoes	and	a	score	of	86	on	Metacritic.[260][261]	Some	critics	and	publications	have	called	the	show	among	the	best	HBO	series	of	all	time.[262][263]	The	series	was	highly	anticipated	by	fans	before	its	premiere.[264][265]	James	Poniewozik	said	the	pilot	episode	set	"a	very	large	table",[266]	while	Ti	Singh	of	Den	of	Geek	said	the	show	"is
here	to	stay".[267]	First-season	reviewers	said	the	series	had	high	production	values,	a	fully	realized	world	and	compelling	characters.[268]	According	to	Variety,	"There	may	be	no	show	more	profitable	to	its	network	than	'Game	of	Thrones'	is	to	HBO.	Fully	produced	by	the	pay	cabler	and	already	a	global	phenomenon	after	only	one	season,	the	fantasy	skein	was
a	gamble	that	has	paid	off	handsomely."[269]	The	second	season	was	also	well	received.	Entertainment	Weekly	praised	its	"vivid,	vital,	and	just	plain	fun"	storytelling[270]	and,	according	to	The	Hollywood	Reporter,	the	series	made	a	"strong	case	for	being	one	of	TV's	best	series";	its	seriousness	made	it	the	only	drama	comparable	to	Mad	Men	or	Breaking	Bad.
[271]	The	critical	response	for	the	middle	seasons	were	also	positive.	Matt	Fowler	of	IGN	said	the	series	was	"still	quite	marvelous"	praising	the	character	development.[272]	TV	Guide	named	the	third	season's	penultimate	episode	"The	Rains	of	Castamere"	as	number	three	on	their	65	Best	Episodes	of	the	21st	Century.[273]	The	critical	acclaim	continued	into
season	four,	with	Darren	Franich	of	Entertainment	Weekly	calling	the	season	"	the	height	of	the	show's	icon-generating	powers".[274]	The	Independent	stated	that	the	show	deviated	significantly	from	the	novels	however	the	"changes	benefited	the	show	and	condensed	the	substantial	source	text	admirably	well".[275]	The	critical	response	to	season	five	was
again	positive,	however,	some	commentators	criticized	the	sexual	assault	in	the	"Unbowed,	Unbent,	Unbroken"	episode.[276]	Season	six	also	received	favorable	reviews.	Time	criticized	the	repetitive	story	lines	early	in	the	season,	however,	its	reviewer	praised	the	"Battle	of	the	Bastards"	episode	as	"one	of	the	show's	very	best".[277]	One	reviewer	also	said
there	were	"more	woman-friendly"	themes	throughout	the	season,[278]	with	another	singling	out	Arya	Stark's	story	arc.[279]	As	the	seasons	progressed,	due	to	lack	of	new	material	from	the	books	the	show	became	less	character-driven	and	more	reliant	on	big	twists	and	spectacle.[280]	The	show's	final	two	seasons,	especially	season	eight,	received	more
criticism.	Season	seven	was	praised	for	its	action	sequences	and	focused	central	characters,	but	received	criticism	for	its	pace	and	plot	developments	that	were	said	to	have	"defied	logic".[257][256][281]	Writing	for	Vox,	Emily	VanDerWerff	cited	the	departure	from	the	source	material	as	a	reason	for	the	"circular	storytelling".[282]	Critical	reception	for	season
eight	was	mixed.[283]	The	Guardian	said	there	was	the	"rushed	business"	of	the	plot	which	"failed	to	do	justice	to	its	characters	or	its	actors".[284]	Writing	for	The	Hollywood	Reporter,	Maureen	Ryan	condemned	the	season's	reductive	treatment	of	women,	and	"decisions	set	up	and	executed	with	little	or	no	foresight	or	thoughtfulness",	declaring	the
penultimate	episode	as	"Game	of	Thrones	at	its	worst".[285]	Fan	reaction	was	mixed	for	the	final	season.	A	petition	on	Change.org	started	by	some	fans	requested	that	the	final	season	be	remade	with	different	writers.[286]	Casey	Bloys,	HBO's	president	of	programming,	said	at	a	Television	Critics	Association	event	"the	petition	shows	a	lot	of	enthusiasm	and
passion	for	the	show	but	it	wasn't	something	we	seriously	considered".[287]	In	2023,	Game	of	Thrones	was	included	on	The	Guardian's	list	of	worst	TV	endings	of	all	time.[288]	Despite	the	criticism	of	the	writing,	the	music	and	visual	effects	were	praised.[289][290]	The	cast	performances	were	praised	throughout	the	show's	run.	Peter	Dinklage's	"charming,
morally	ambiguous,	and	self-aware"[291]	portrayal	of	Tyrion,	which	earned	him	Emmy	and	Golden	Globe	awards,	was	acclaimed.	"In	many	ways,	Game	of	Thrones	belongs	to	Dinklage",	wrote	Mary	McNamara	of	the	Los	Angeles	Times	before	Tyrion	became	the	series's	central	figure	in	season	two.[292][293]	Several	critics	highlighted	performances	by	actresses
and	children.[292][294]	Lena	Headey's	portrayal	of	the	"riveting"	Cersei	Lannister	also	received	praise.[291][295]	Maisie	Williams	was	singled	out	as	well	and	her	season	two	work	with	veteran	actor	Charles	Dance	(Tywin	Lannister).[296]	Stephen	Dillane	received	positive	reviews	for	his	performance	as	Stannis	Baratheon,	especially	in	the	fifth	season,	with	one
critic	noting	"Whether	you	like	Stannis	or	not,	you	have	to	admit	that	Stephen	Dillane	delivered	a	monumental	performance	this	season."[297]	The	series	was	also	praised	for	the	portrayal	of	handicapped	and	disabled	characters.[298]	One	commentator	stated	that	Tyrion	Lannister	is	a	"departure	from	the	archetypal	dwarf"	often	found	in	other	fantasy	stories
like	The	Lord	of	the	Rings.[299]	Darren	Franich	of	Entertainment	Weekly	gave	the	series	a	'B'	rating,	saying	that	it	was	ultimately	"okay".	With	both	"transcendent	moments"	and	"miserable	phases",	it	was	"beloved	enough	to	be	criticized	by	everyone	for	something".	Franich	described	seasons	three	and	four	as	"relentless",	seasons	six's	ending	having	a	"killer
one-two	punch",	while	seasons	seven	and	eight	were	"indifferent".[300]	The	New	York	Times	gave	the	series	a	mixed	review	after	the	season	three	finale,	criticizing	the	number	of	characters,	their	lack	of	complexity	and	a	meandering	plot.[301]	The	show,	however,	appeared	on	many	"best	of"	lists	for	the	end	of	the	2010s.	Alan	Sepinwall,	writing	for	Rolling
Stone,	placed	the	series	on	his	"50	Best	TV	Shows	of	the	2010s"	list,	saying	its	"ability	to	most	of	the	time	keep	all	of	its	disparate	threads	feeling	vital	and	tied	to	one	another,	remains	a	staggering	achievement".[302]	Despite	its	otherwise	enthusiastic	reception	by	critics,	Game	of	Thrones	has	been	criticized	for	the	amount	of	female	nudity,	violence,	and	sexual
violence	it	depicts,	and	for	the	manner	in	which	it	depicts	these	themes.[303][304]	George	R.	R.	Martin	responded	that	he	felt	obliged	to	be	truthful	about	history	and	human	nature,	and	that	rape	and	sexual	violence	are	common	in	war;	and	that	omitting	them	from	the	narrative	would	have	rung	false	and	undermined	one	of	his	novels'	themes,	its	historical
realism.[305]	HBO	said	that	they	"fully	support	the	vision	and	artistry	of	Dan	and	David's	exceptional	work	and	we	feel	this	work	speaks	for	itself".[21]	The	show	has	reportedly	been	censored	or	banned	for	sexual	or	violent	content	in	countries	like	China,[306][307]	India,[308][309]	Iran,[310]	Jordan,[311]	Singapore,[312]	Turkey,[313][314]	United	Arab
Emirates,[315]	and	Vietnam.[316]	The	amount	of	sex	and	nudity	in	the	series,	especially	in	scenes	incidental	to	the	plot,	was	the	focus	of	much	of	the	criticism	aimed	at	it	in	its	first	and	second	seasons.	Stephen	Dillane,	who	portrays	Stannis	Baratheon,	likened	the	series's	frequent	explicit	scenes	to	"German	porn	from	the	1970s".[317]	The	series's	use	of
"sexposition",	plot	delivery	accompanied	by	sex	or	nudity,	was	criticized	as	distracting.[318]	Saturday	Night	Live	parodied	this	aspect	of	the	adaptation	in	a	sketch	that	portrayed	a	13-year-old	boy	as	a	Game	of	Thrones	consultant,	whose	main	concern	was	showing	as	many	breasts	as	possible.[319]	The	episode	"The	Bear	and	the	Maiden	Fair"	in	the	third	season
featured	the	lengthy	torture	and	eventual	emasculation	of	Theon	Greyjoy,	which	prompted	criticism.[320]	New	York	magazine	called	the	scene	"torture	porn".[321]	According	to	one	commentator,	although	the	series'	violence	tended	to	serve	a	narrative	purpose,	Theon's	torture	in	the	episode	was	excessive	as	well.[322]	One	commentator	noted	that	Greyjoy's
emasculation	was	one	of	the	few	sexual	assault	scenes	where	a	male	was	the	victim.[323]	A	scene	in	the	fourth	season's	episode	"Breaker	of	Chains",	in	which	Jaime	Lannister	rapes	his	sister	and	lover	Cersei	in	the	tomb	of	their	dead	son,	triggered	a	broad	public	discussion	about	the	series'	depiction	of	sexual	violence	against	women.	According	to	Dave	Itzkoff
of	The	New	York	Times,	the	scene	caused	outrage,	in	part	because	of	comments	by	director	Alex	Graves	that	the	scene	became	"consensual	by	the	end".[21]	Game	of	Thrones	has	been	criticized	for	adding	scenes	of	rape	that	were	not	included	in	the	novels,	such	as	the	rape	of	Craster's	daughters	by	the	mutinous	members	of	the	Night's	Watch.[324]	Sonia
Saraiya	of	The	A.V.	Club	wrote	that	the	series's	choice	to	portray	this	sexual	act,	and	a	similar	one	between	Daenerys	Targaryen	and	Khal	Drogo	in	the	first	season—both	described	as	consensual	in	the	source	novels—as	a	rape	appeared	to	be	an	act	of	"exploitation	for	shock	value".[325]	In	the	fifth	season's	episode	"Unbowed,	Unbent,	Unbroken",	Sansa	Stark	is
raped	by	Ramsay	Bolton.	Most	reviewers	and	publications	found	the	scene	gratuitous	and	artistically	unnecessary.[326][327][328]	In	response	to	the	scene,	pop	culture	website	The	Mary	Sue	announced	that	it	would	cease	coverage	of	the	series	because	of	the	repeated	use	of	rape	as	a	plot	device,[329]	and	US	Senator	Claire	McCaskill	said	that	she	would	no
longer	watch	it.[330]	The	episode	was	the	lowest	rated	on	Rotten	Tomatoes	until	the	season	eight	episode	"The	Bells".[331]	As	the	later	seasons	saw	Daenerys,	Sansa,	and	Cersei	assume	ruling	positions,	Alyssa	Rosenberg	of	The	Washington	Post	noted	that	the	series	could	be	seen	as	a	"long-arc	revenge	fantasy	about	what	happens	when	women	who	have	been
brutalized	and	raped	gain	power".[332]	Much	of	the	criticism	after	the	series	finale	was	centered	around	the	handling	of	the	female	character	storylines.[333]	One	commentator	cited	the	male	gaze	as	one	of	main	sources	of	the	"romanticized	female	rape"	and	general	nudity	throughout	the	series.[323]	Another	commentator	stated	the	use	of	both	sex	and
violence	helps	perpetuate	misogyny	within	the	Game	of	Thrones	universe.[334]	Sophie	Turner,	who	portrayed	Sansa	Stark,	has	spoken	about	the	long-term	impact	she	believed	filming	the	"heavy"	scenes	would	have	on	her	and	revealed	that	she	developed	coping	mechanisms	to	help	her	through	filming.[335]	The	lighting,	or	lack	of	light,	in	darker	scenes	has
been	a	recurring	point	of	criticism	since	season	six	of	the	series.[336][337][338][339]	In	2016,	Bustle's	Caitlyn	Callegari	listed	31	examples	of	scenes	where	the	lighting	caused	viewers	problems	ranging	from	not	being	able	to	tell	a	character's	hair	color	to	being	unable	to	see	what	was	going	on.[340]	Some	reviewers	have	noted	this	is	part	of	a	wider	trend[341]
among	shows	that	are	made	by	people	who	have	experience	working	primarily	on	films,	suggesting	they	"haven't	grasped	the	nuances	(or	lack	thereof)"	of	television	as	a	medium,	especially	the	differences	between	watching	a	scene	on	a	television	screen	versus	watching	it	on	the	big	screen	in	a	movie	theater.[342]	In	a	2017	interview,	Robert	McLachlan,	a
cinematographer	working	on	the	show,	explained	the	lack	of	lighting	as	an	artistic	choice	saying	"we're	trying	to	be	as	naturalistic	as	possible".[343]	The	criticism	reached	a	high	point	during	"The	Long	Night",	the	third	episode	of	season	eight.[344][345]	Barely	minutes	into	the	episode,	viewers	took	to	social	media	sites	such	as	Twitter	to	express	their
discontent	over	the	fact	that	they	were	having	severe	difficulties	watching	the	battle	and	trying	to	figure	out	what	was	going	on.[346][347]	Although	Game	of	Thrones	was	initially	dismissed	by	some	critics,[15]	its	success	has	been	credited	with	an	increase	in	the	fantasy	genre's	popularity.[348]	The	series's	popularity	led	to	increased	sales	of	the	A	Song	of	Ice
and	Fire	novels	(republished	in	tie-in	editions),	which	remained	at	the	top	of	bestseller	lists	for	months.[349][350]	On	the	eve	of	the	second	season's	premiere,	CNN	said,	"after	this	weekend,	you	may	be	hard	pressed	to	find	someone	who	isn't	a	fan	of	some	form	of	epic	fantasy"	and	cited	Ian	Bogost	as	saying	that	the	series	continues	a	trend	of	successful	screen
adaptations	beginning	with	Peter	Jackson's	The	Lord	of	the	Rings	film	trilogy	(2001–2003)	and	the	Harry	Potter	films	(2001–2011)	establishing	fantasy	as	a	mass-market	genre;	they	are	"gateway	drugs	to	fantasy	fan	culture".[351]	The	show's	success	led	to	the	commissioning	of	several	fantasy	television	series,	including	The	Wheel	of	Time	and	The	Lord	of	the
Rings:	The	Rings	of	Power	by	Amazon	Studios.[352]	According	to	Neil	Gaiman,	whose	novels	Good	Omens	and	American	Gods	were	adapted	for	television,	Game	of	Thrones	helped	to	change	attitudes	towards	fantasy	on	television,	but	mainly	it	made	big	budgets	for	fantasy	series	more	acceptable.[353]	The	success	of	the	genre	has	been	attributed	by	writers	to	a
longing	for	escapism	in	popular	culture,	frequent	female	nudity	and	a	skill	in	balancing	lighthearted	and	serious	topics	(dragons	and	politics,	for	example)	which	provided	it	with	a	prestige	enjoyed	by	conventional,	top-tier	drama	series.[15]	According	to	The	Daily	Beast,	Game	of	Thrones	was	a	favorite	of	sitcom	writers	and	the	series	has	been	referred	to	in	other
television	series.[354]	With	other	fantasy	series,	it	has	been	cited	as	a	reason	for	an	increase	in	the	purchase	(and	abandonment)	of	huskies	and	other	wolf-like	dogs.[355]	Game	of	Thrones	has	added	to	the	popular	vocabulary.	A	first-season	scene	in	which	Petyr	Baelish	explains	his	motives	(or	background)	while	prostitutes	have	sex	in	the	background	gave	rise
to	the	word	"sexposition"	for	providing	exposition	with	sex	and	nudity.[356]	Dothraki,	the	series's	nomadic	horsemen,	was	ranked	fourth	in	a	September	2012	Global	Language	Monitor	list	of	words	from	television	most	used	on	the	internet.[357]	The	series	and	its	characters	have	also	been	referenced	by	politicians	and	academics	to	commentate	on	modern-day
geopolitics,	economic	inequality,	and	climate	change.[358][359][360]	In	2019,	singer-songwriter	Taylor	Swift	told	Entertainment	Weekly	that	several	songs	on	her	2017	album	Reputation	were	inspired	by	Game	of	Thrones	characters	and	plots.[361]	"Khaleesi"	became	more	popular	as	a	name	for	baby	girls	in	the	United	States.	In	the	novels	and	the	TV	series,
"khaleesi"	is	not	a	name,	but	the	title	of	the	wife	of	a	"khal"	(warlord)	in	the	Dothraki	language,	held	by	Daenerys	Targaryen.[362]	Other	names	from	characters	in	the	series,	like	Daenerys,	also	became	popular	baby	names.[363][364]	Game	of	Thrones	has	also	become	a	subject	of	both	academic	and	scientific	inquiry.[365][366]	In	2016,	researchers	published	a
paper	analyzing	emotional	sentiment	in	online	public	discourse	associated	with	the	unfolding	storyline	during	the	fourth	season.[365]	The	Mathematical	Association	of	America	published	a	journal	in	2016	that	applied	the	field	of	network	science	to	create	a	social	network	for	the	show's	characters	and	their	relationships.[367]	The	analysis	purported	to	be	able	to
distinguish	discussions	about	an	episode's	storyline	from	media	critiques	or	assessments	of	a	specific	actor's	performance.	In	2018,	Australian	scientists	conducted	a	survival	analysis	and	examined	the	mortality	among	330	important	characters	during	the	first	seven	seasons	of	Game	of	Thrones.[32]	In	2019,	the	Australian	Red	Cross	conducted	a	study	using
international	humanitarian	law	to	determine	which	of	the	Game	of	Thrones'	characters	had	committed	the	most	war	crimes	during	the	first	seven	seasons	of	the	show.[368][369]	Animals	have	also	been	named	after	the	show.	Three	species	of	mud	dragons;	Echinoderes	daenerysae,	Echinoderes	rhaegal	and	Echinoderes	drogoni,[370]	a	bee	fly;	Paramonovius
nightking,[371]	three	species	of	scarab	beetles;	Gymnetis	drogoni,	Gymnetis	rhaegali	and	Gymnetis	viserioni,[372]	and	a	brittle	star,	Ophiohamus	georgemartini,	due	to	its	sharp	thorns	resembling	those	depicted	on	the	Game	of	Thrones	crown.[373]	In	2025,	Colossal	Biosciences	announced	that	it	was	working	to	de-extinct	the	dire	wolf.	Kit	Harington,	Sophie
Turner	and	George	R.R.	Martin,	the	latter	of	which	wrote	about	meeting	the	animals	on	his	blog,[374]	are	investors	in	the	company.	The	wolves	are	named	Romulus,	Remus,	and	Khaleesi.[375][376]	Game	of	Thrones	episode	recap	articles	were	a	significant	source	of	web	traffic	for	many	top	news	sites,	including	The	Atlantic,	The	New	York	Times	and	NPR.[377]
Main	article:	A	Song	of	Ice	and	Fire	fandom	In	this	manipulated	image	published	by	the	White	House	in	2014,	then	American	president	Barack	Obama	(a	fan	of	the	series)	sits	on	the	Iron	Throne	in	the	Oval	Office	with	the	king's	crown	on	his	lap.	A	Song	of	Ice	and	Fire	and	Game	of	Thrones	have	a	broad,	active	international	fan	base.	In	2012	Vulture	ranked	the
series's	fans	as	the	most	devoted	in	popular	culture,	more	so	than	those	of	Lady	Gaga,	Justin	Bieber,	Harry	Potter	or	Star	Wars.[378]	Fans	include	political	leaders	such	as	former	American	president	Barack	Obama,[379][380]	former	British	prime	minister	David	Cameron,[381]	former	Australian	prime	minister	Julia	Gillard[382]	and	Dutch	foreign	minister	Frans
Timmermans,	who	framed	European	politics	using	quotes	from	Martin's	novels	in	a	2013	speech.[383]	BBC	News	said	in	2013	that	"the	passion	and	the	extreme	devotion	of	fans"	had	created	a	phenomenon,	unlike	anything	related	to	other	popular	TV	series,	manifesting	itself	in	fan	fiction,[384]	Game	of	Thrones-themed	burlesque	routines	and	parents	naming
their	children	after	series	characters;	writers	quoted	attributed	this	success	to	the	rich	detail,	moral	ambiguity,	sexual	explicitness	and	epic	scale	of	the	series	and	novels.[385]	The	previous	year,	"Arya"	was	the	fastest-rising	girl's	name	in	the	US	after	it	had	jumped	in	popularity	from	711th	to	413th	place.[386]	As	of	2013[update],	about	58	percent	of	series
viewers	were	male	and	42	percent	female,	and	the	average	male	viewer	was	41	years	old.[231][387]	According	to	SBS	Broadcasting	Group	marketing	director	Helen	Kellie,	Game	of	Thrones	has	a	high	fan-engagement	rate;	5.5	percent	of	the	series's	2.9	million	Facebook	fans	talked	online	about	the	series	in	2012,	compared	to	1.8	percent	of	the	over	ten	million
fans	of	True	Blood	(HBO's	other	fantasy	series).[388]	Vulture.com	cited	Westeros.org	and	WinterIsComing.net	(news	and	discussion	forums),	ToweroftheHand.com	(which	organizes	communal	readings	of	the	novels)	and	Podcastoficeandfire.com	as	fan	sites	dedicated	to	the	TV	and	novel	series;[378]	and	podcasts	cover	Game	of	Thrones.[389]	Main	article:	List	of
awards	and	nominations	received	by	Game	of	Thrones	Game	of	Thrones	has	won	numerous	awards	throughout	its	run,	including	59	Emmy	Awards,	eight	Screen	Actors	Guild	Awards	and	a	Peabody	Award.	It	holds	the	record	for	total	Emmy	Award	wins	for	a	scripted	television	series	(surpassing	the	record	of	37	wins	held	by	Frasier	since	2004)	and	for	most
Emmy	nominations	for	a	drama	series,	with	161.[153][390][391][392]	In	2019,	the	show's	final	season	established	a	new	record	for	most	Emmy	nominations	received	in	a	year	with	32,	breaking	the	25-year-long	record	of	26	nominations	established	by	NYPD	Blue	in	1994.[393]	In	2013,	the	Writers	Guild	of	America	listed	Game	of	Thrones	as	the	40th	best	written
series	in	television	history.[394]	Also	in	2013,	at	the	Media	Access	Awards,	George	R.	R.	Martin	accepted	the	Visionary	Award	from	the	Writers	With	Disabilities	committee	of	the	Writers	Guild	of	America,	for	its	positive	portrayal	of	character	with	disabilities.[395]	In	2015,	The	Hollywood	Reporter	placed	it	at	number	four	on	their	best	TV	shows	ever	list,[396]
while	in	2016	the	series	was	placed	seventh	on	Empire's	"The	50	best	TV	shows	ever".[397]	The	same	year,	Rolling	Stone	named	it	the	twelfth	"greatest	TV	Show	of	all	time".[398]	In	2023,	Variety	ranked	Game	of	Thrones	No.	21	on	its	list	of	the	100	greatest	TV	shows	of	all	time.[399]	Game	of	Thrones	was	considered	a	ratings	success	for	HBO	throughout	all
eight	seasons.[400][401]	The	show	premiere	was	watched	by	2.2	million,	and	the	first	season	averaged	2.5	million	viewers	per	episode.[402]	For	its	second	season,	the	series	had	an	average	gross	audience	of	11.6	million	viewers.[403]	The	third	season	was	seen	by	14.2	million	viewers,	making	Game	of	Thrones	the	second-most-viewed	HBO	series	(after	The
Sopranos).[404]	HBO	said	that	Game	of	Thrones'	average	gross	audience	of	18.4	million	viewers	(later	adjusted	to	18.6	million)	had	passed	The	Sopranos	for	the	viewership	record.[405][406]	The	season	five	episode	"The	House	of	Black	and	White"	was	simulcasted	in	173	countries,	becoming	the	"largest	TV	drama	telecast"	according	to	Guinness	World	Records.
[407]	By	the	sixth	season	the	average	per-episode	gross	viewing	figure	had	increased	to	over	25	million,	with	nearly	40	percent	of	viewers	watching	on	HBO	digital	platforms.[408]	In	2016,	a	New	York	Times	study	of	the	50	TV	shows	with	the	most	Facebook	likes	found	that	Game	of	Thrones	was	"much	more	popular	in	cities	than	in	the	countryside,	probably	the
only	show	involving	zombies	that	is".[409]	By	season	seven,	the	average	viewer	numbers	had	grown	to	32.8	million	per	episode	across	all	platforms.[410][411]	The	series	finale	was	viewed	by	19.3	million	people	across	HBO's	platforms,	becoming	the	network's	most	watched	episode.[412][413]	The	lead-out	show	also	benefited	from	the	finale's	record	viewership.
[414]	Game	of	Thrones	also	set	viewership	records	outside	the	United	States	on	pay-television	channels	in	the	United	Kingdom	(with	a	2016	average	audience	of	more	than	five	million	on	all	platforms)[415]	and	Australia	(with	a	cumulative	average	audience	of	1.2	million).[416]	Video	streaming	research	company	Parrot	Analytics	stated	that	after	the	US,	the
season	eight	premiere	demand	was	"particularly	strong	in	the	United	Kingdom	and	France".[417]	Nielsen	Media	Research	noted	the	show	was	popular	among	18	to	49	key	demographic	with	strong	female	viewership	for	a	fantasy	series.[418][419]	The	show	also	benefited	from	time	shifting	viewership.	Between	season	one	and	season	seven,	7-day	viewers,	the
number	of	both	DVR	and	video	on	demand	views	during	the	week	after	the	episode	broadcast,	grew	from	3.3	million	to	13.7	million.[420]	Following	the	show	finale,	commentators	said	many	viewers	might	cancel	their	premium	television	and	streaming	subscriptions.[421]	HBO	parent	company	WarnerMedia	reported	that	subscription	revenue	declined	only	0.9
percent	between	April	and	June	2019.[422]Game	of	Thrones :	U.S.	viewers	per	episode	(millions)SeasonEpisode
numberAverage1234567891012.222.202.442.452.582.442.402.722.663.042.5223.863.763.773.653.903.883.693.863.384.203.8034.374.274.724.875.355.504.845.135.225.394.9746.646.316.596.957.166.407.207.176.957.096.8458.006.816.716.826.566.245.407.017.148.116.8867.947.297.287.827.896.717.807.607.668.897.69710.119.279.2510.1710.7210.2412.07–
10.26811.7610.2912.0211.8012.4813.61–11.99Audience	measurement	performed	by	Nielsen	Media	Research[423]	See	also:	Works	based	on	A	Song	of	Ice	and	Fire	Game	of	Thrones	merchandise	in	HBO's	New	York	City	storeGame	of	Thrones	Museum	and	exhibition	in	Split,	Croatia	Main	article:	List	of	A	Song	of	Ice	and	Fire	video	games	The	series	and	the
novels	have	inspired	several	video	games.[424][425][426]	HBO	has	licensed	a	variety	of	merchandise	based	on	Game	of	Thrones,	including	games,	replica	weapons	and	armor,	jewelry,	bobblehead	dolls	by	Funko,	beer	by	Ommegang	and	apparel.[427]	High-end	merchandise	includes	a	$10,500	Ulysse	Nardin	wristwatch[428]	and	a	$30,000	resin	replica	of	the
Iron	Throne.[429]	In	2013	and	2014,	a	traveling	exhibition	of	costumes,	props,	armor	and	weapons	from	the	series	visited	major	cities	in	Europe	and	the	Americas.[430]	Starting	2018,	Diageo	released	several	Game	of	Thrones	themed	whiskies.[431]	In	October	2024,	HBO	in	partnership	with	Heritage	Auctions	launched	an	event	to	auction	more	than	2,000
costumes,	props,	set	decorations	and	other	items	used	in	the	series.[432]	Main	article:	Thronecast	Thronecast:	The	Official	Guide	to	Game	of	Thrones,	a	series	of	podcasts	presented	by	Geoff	Lloyd	and	produced	by	Koink,	were	released	on	the	Sky	Atlantic	website	and	the	UK	iTunes	store	during	the	series's	run;	a	new	podcast,	with	analysis	and	cast	interviews,
was	released	after	each	episode.[433]	In	2014	and	2015,	HBO	commissioned	Catch	the	Throne,	two	rap	albums	about	the	series.[434][435]	A	companion	book,	Inside	HBO's	Game	of	Thrones	by	series	writer	Bryan	Cogman,	was	published	on	September	27,	2012.	The	192-page	book,	illustrated	with	concept	art	and	behind-the-scenes	photographs,	covers	the
creation	of	the	series's	first	two	seasons	and	its	principal	characters	and	families.[436]	Main	article:	After	the	Thrones	After	the	Thrones	was	a	live	aftershow	during	which	hosts	Andy	Greenwald	and	Chris	Ryan	discussed	episodes	of	the	series.	It	aired	on	HBO	Now,	the	Monday	following	each	season	six	episode.[437]	The	Game	of	Thrones	Live	Concert



Experience,	a	North	American	28-city	orchestral	tour	which	performed	the	series's	soundtrack	with	composer	Ramin	Djawadi,	began	in	February	2017	and	concluded	in	April	2017.[438][439]	A	second	tour	followed	in	2018	across	cities	in	Europe	and	North	America.[440]	Each	season's	Blu-ray	and	DVD	set	contains	several	short	still	motion	animated	sequences
titled	Histories	and	Lore,	narrated	by	the	cast,	in	character,	as	they	detail	events	in	the	history	of	Westeros.[441]	For	the	seventh	season,	this	was	to	include	the	animated	prequel	series	Game	of	Thrones:	Conquest	&	Rebellion,	illustrated	in	a	different	animation	style	than	previous	videos.	The	series	focuses	on	Aegon	Targaryen's	conquest	of	the	Seven
Kingdoms	of	Westeros.[442]	A	week	after	the	series	finale,	HBO	released	a	behind-the-scenes	documentary	entitled	Game	of	Thrones:	The	Last	Watch.[443]	The	program	documented	the	production	of	season	8	along	with	read-throughs	and	interviews	with	the	cast.[444]	In	May	2017,	after	years	of	speculation	about	possible	successor	series,	HBO	commissioned
Max	Borenstein,	Jane	Goldman,	Brian	Helgeland,	Carly	Wray,	and	Bryan	Cogman	to	develop	five	individual	Game	of	Thrones	successor	series;[445]	the	writers	were	to	be	working	individually	with	George	R.	R.	Martin,	who	also	co-wrote	two	of	the	scripts.[446]	D.	B.	Weiss	and	David	Benioff	said	that	they	would	not	be	involved	with	any	of	the	projects.[447]
Martin	said	that	all	the	concepts	under	discussion	were	prequels,	although	he	believes	the	term	"successor	show"	applies	better	to	these	projects,	as	they	are	not	Game	of	Thrones	spin-offs	in	the	traditional	sense.	He	ruled	out	Robert's	Rebellion	(the	overthrow	of	Daenerys's	father	by	Robert	Baratheon)	as	a	possible	idea	and	revealed	that	some	may	be	set
outside	Westeros.[448]	In	September	2018,	speaking	about	the	four	projects	(i.e.	not	about	Goldman's	project),	HBO	president	of	programming	Casey	Bloys	said	that	some	of	them	had	been	abandoned	completely,	while	others	remained	as	possibilities	for	the	future;[449]	Martin	said	that:	"at	least	two	of	them	are	solidly	based	on	material	in	Fire	&	Blood".[450]
In	May	2019,	Martin	stated	that	two	of	the	projects	were	still	in	the	script	stage,	but	were	"edging	closer".[451]	In	April	2019,	Cogman	confirmed	his	prequel	would	not	be	moving	forward.[452]	In	January	2021,	an	adult	animated	spin-off	series	was	announced	to	be	in	development	at	HBO	Max.[453]	In	July	2021,	two	more	animated	series	were	in	development
at	HBO	Max,	with	one	being	set	in	Yi	Ti,	a	nation	in	Essos	loosely	based	on	Imperial	China.[454]	The	working	title	is	The	Golden	Empire.[455]	In	March	2021,	it	was	reported	that	three	Game	of	Thrones	spin-offs	were	in	development	at	HBO;	they	include	10,000	Ships	(from	Amanda	Segal),	a	reference	to	the	voyages	made	by	warrior	queen	Princess	Nymeria,
who	later	founds	Dorne;	9	Voyages	aka	The	Sea	Snake	(from	Bruno	Heller),	about	the	voyages	of	Corlys	Velaryon	on	his	vessel	the	Sea	Snake;	and	a	project	based	on	Flea	Bottom,	the	poorest	slum	in	King's	Landing.[456][457]	In	June	2022,	it	was	reported	that	a	Jon	Snow	sequel	series	with	Kit	Harington	to	reprise	his	role	was	in	early	development	at	HBO.[458]
The	working	title	was	Snow	and	Martin	confirmed	his	involvement	with	the	project	and	that	Harington	initiated	the	idea.[457]	In	April	2024,	however,	Harington	stated	the	show	had	been	shelved	because	they	could	not	find	a	story	that	excited	them	enough.[459]	In	April	2023,	it	was	reported	that	a	series	based	on	Aegon	Targaryen's	conquest	of	Westeros	was
in	development.[460]	In	December	2023,	it	was	announced	that	The	Sea	Snake	is	being	developed	as	an	animated	series,	having	been	previously	announced	as	a	live	action	series.[461]	On	June	8,	2018,	HBO	commissioned	a	pilot	to	a	Game	of	Thrones	prequel	series	from	Goldman	as	showrunner	and	Martin	as	co-creator.[462]	The	prequel	was	to	take	place	in
the	Age	of	Heroes,	a	period	that	begins	roughly	10,000	years	before	the	events	of	Game	of	Thrones.	Notable	events	of	that	period	include	the	foundation	of	powerful	Houses,	the	Long	Night	when	the	White	Walkers	first	descended	upon	Westeros,	and	the	Andal	Invasion	when	the	Andals	invaded	from	Essos	and	conquered	most	of	Westeros.[463]	Martin
suggested	The	Long	Night	as	a	title	for	the	series.[464]	S.	J.	Clarkson	was	announced	to	direct	and	executive	produce	the	pilot,[465]	while	Naomi	Watts	was	cast	as	the	female	lead	playing	"a	charismatic	socialite	hiding	a	dark	secret".[466]	Other	series	regulars	were	to	include:	Josh	Whitehouse,	Toby	Regbo,	Ivanno	Jeremiah,	Georgie	Henley,	Naomi	Ackie,
Denise	Gough,	Jamie	Campbell	Bower,	Sheila	Atim,	Alex	Sharp,	Miranda	Richardson,	Marquis	Rodriguez,	John	Simm,	Richard	McCabe,	John	Heffernan,	and	Dixie	Egerickx.[467]	In	September	2019,	Martin	claimed	the	pilot	was	in	post-production[468]	but	in	October	2019,	it	was	announced	that	HBO	had	decided	not	to	move	forward	with	the	series.[469]	Main
article:	House	of	the	Dragon	In	September	2019,	Deadline	Hollywood	reported	that	a	second	prequel	from	Martin	and	Ryan	Condal	that	"tracks	the	beginning	of	the	end	for	House	Targaryen"	was	close	to	receiving	a	pilot	order	from	HBO;	the	project	is	not	considered	an	original	sixth	script,	as	it	builds	upon	Cogman's	idea	from	2017.[470]	This	prequel,	titled
House	of	the	Dragon,	was	commissioned	as	a	complete	series	on	October	29,	2019.	The	10-episode	series	is	to	be	based	on	material	from	Fire	and	Blood,	executive	produced	by	Martin,	Vince	Gerardis,	Condal,	and	Miguel	Sapochnik;	the	latter	two	are	to	be	its	showrunners	as	well.[471]	In	January	2020,	HBO	stated	that	the	series	is	scheduled	for	a	2022	release
and	that	the	writing	process	has	begun.[472]	Casting	for	the	series	started	in	July	2020.[473]	In	October	2020,	it	was	revealed	that	Paddy	Considine	was	cast	as	King	Viserys	I	Targaryen.[474]	In	December	2020,	three	more	castings	were	announced:	Olivia	Cooke	as	Alicent	Hightower,	Emma	D'Arcy	as	Rhaenyra	Targaryen,	and	Matt	Smith	as	Daemon	Targaryen.
[475]	In	February	2021,	HBO	chief	content	officer	Casey	Bloys	stated	that	the	show	would	start	production	in	April,	with	filming	occurring	in	England.[476][477]	In	February	2021,	Steve	Toussaint,	Eve	Best,	Rhys	Ifans,	and	Sonoya	Mizuno	were	confirmed	to	also	be	starring	in	the	series.[478]	In	March	2022,	HBO	announced	a	series	premiere	date	of	August	21,
2022,	followed	by	the	release	of	the	official	teaser	trailer.[479]	Main	article:	A	Knight	of	the	Seven	Kingdoms	(TV	series)	In	January	2021,	it	was	revealed	that	HBO	were	developing	another	prequel	series	to	be	based	on	Martin's	novella	series	Tales	of	Dunk	and	Egg.[480]	Steven	Conrad	was	attached	as	writer	and	executive	producer	of	the	Tales	of	Dunk	and
Egg	series	in	November	2021.[481]	In	April	2023,	HBO	ordered	A	Knight	of	the	Seven	Kingdoms	to	series.[482]	^	Noah	Harari,	Yuval	(May	24,	2019).	"Game	of	Thrones:	A	Battle	of	Reality	Versus	Fantasy".	Wired.	Condé	Nast.	Archived	from	the	original	on	June	3,	2019.	Retrieved	May	19,	2020.	^	Alsop,	Elizabeth	(July	8,	2015).	"The	Unbearable	Darkness	of
Prestige	Television".	The	Atlantic.	Emerson	Collective.	Archived	from	the	original	on	July	10,	2015.	Retrieved	May	19,	2020.	From	the	bro-style	bloviating	(or,	broviating)	of	True	Detective's	first	season,	to	the	ominous	proclaiming	that	punctuates	the	general	whoring	and	slaying	of	Game	of	Thrones,	to	the	unceasing	climatological	and	psychological	punishments
meted	out	to	the	cast	of	The	Killing,	it	seems	as	though	some	of	the	most	celebrated	recent	examples	of	serial	drama	have	elected	self-seriousness	as	their	default	tone.	^	Arp,	Robert	(2017).	J.	Silverman,	Eric	(ed.).	The	Ultimate	Game	of	Thrones	and	Philosophy.	Open	Court	Publishing	Company.	ISBN	9780812699555.	Archived	from	the	original	on	May	26,
2020.	Retrieved	May	26,	2020.	Like	Game	of	Thrones,	the	action	in	those	ancient	tragedies	centered	on	the	stories	of	four	ruling	dynasties:	House	Atreus	of	Mycenae,	House	Cadmus	in	Thebes,	House	Erichthonius	in	Athens,	and	House	Minos	in	Crete.	^	Marcotte,	Amanda	(June	9,	2015).	"Don't	Be	So	Shocked	by	the	Deaths	on	Game	of	Thrones:	The	Show	Is	a
Classical	Tragedy".	Slate.	The	Slate	Group.	Archived	from	the	original	on	January	23,	2019.	Retrieved	May	19,	2020.	But	while	Game	of	Thrones	is	in	part	a	rebuttal	to	traditional	fantasy	fiction,	I'd	argue	that	it's	become	clear—after	five	books	in	A	Song	of	Ice	and	Fire	and	five	seasons	of	the	TV	series—that	Martin	and	showrunners	D.B.	Weiss	and	David	Benioff
are	actually	playing	with	a	format	that	isn't	so	revolutionary	at	all:	They're	reviving	and	updating	the	classical	tragedy	as	a	narrative	form.	^	a	b	c	d	Fleming,	Michael	(January	16,	2007).	"HBO	turns	'Fire'	into	fantasy	series".	Variety.	Penske	Media	Corporation.	Archived	from	the	original	on	May	16,	2012.	Retrieved	March	2,	2010.	^	Cogman,	Bryan	(November
6,	2014).	Inside	HBO's	Game	of	Thrones.	Orion.	p.	4.	ISBN	978-1-4732-1040-0.	Archived	from	the	original	on	November	6,	2016.	Retrieved	November	6,	2016.	^	Ordoña,	Michael	(May	16,	2019).	"'Game	of	Thrones':	Second	chances	and	second	lives	for	key	characters".	Los	Angeles	Times.	Archived	from	the	original	on	January	5,	2020.	Retrieved	May	22,	2020.	^
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Mystery	Horror	Thriller	Created	byÁlex	de	la	IglesiaWritten	by	Álex	de	la	Iglesia	Jorge	Guerricaechevarría	Directed	byÁlex	de	la	IglesiaStarring	Eduard	Fernández	Megan	Montaner	Miguel	Ángel	Silvestre	Macarena	Gómez	Pepón	Nieto	Manolo	Solo	Paul	Giamatti	(2-)	Najwa	Nimri	(2-)	ComposerRoque	BañosCountry	of	originSpainOriginal	languages	Spanish
Italian	English	French	No.	of	seasons2No.	of	episodes16ProductionExecutive	producers	Álex	de	la	Iglesia	Carolina	Bang	Miguel	Salvat	Steve	Matthews	Antony	Root	CinematographyPablo	Rosso[1]EditorDomingo	González[1]Production	companies	HBO	Nordic	AB	Pokeepsie	Films	Original	releaseNetworkHBO	EuropeReleaseNovember	29,	2020	(2020-11-29)	–
December	11,	2023	(2023-12-11)	30	Coins	(Spanish:	30	monedas)	is	a	Spanish	mystery	horror	television	series	created	by	Álex	de	la	Iglesia	for	HBO	Europe.[2]	Directed	and	written	by	De	la	Iglesia	and	co-written	by	Jorge	Guerricaechevarría,	the	series	follows	Father	Vergara,	an	exorcist	who	the	church	exiles	to	Pedraza,	a	remote	village	in	Spain,	where	he
hopes	his	enemies	forget	him.[3][4]	The	first	season	premiered	on	November	29,	2020,	on	HBO	Europe;[4]	the	second	season,	whose	filming	reportedly	began	in	February	2022,[5]	premiered	on	Max	on	October	23,	2023.[6]	In	May	2024,	Álex	de	la	Iglesia	stated	that	Max	had	not	renewed	the	series,	but	the	episodes	of	what	would	have	been	the	third	and	final
season	were	already	written,	and	he	intended	to	find	a	way	to	get	them	produced.[7]	Father	Vergara	is	an	exorcist	and	ex-convict	residing	in	the	small	Spanish	town	of	Pedraza,	attempting	to	move	on	from	a	troubled	past.	As	paranormal	phenomena	start	taking	place	in	the	village,	he	finds	help	in	local	mayor	Paco	and	town	veterinarian	Elena,	in	figuring	out	the
mystery	seemingly	related	to	a	coin	he	owns.	This	coin	might	be	one	of	the	thirty	pieces	of	silver	paid	to	Judas	Iscariot	for	betraying	Jesus	and	handing	him	over	to	the	Romans.	The	three	will	find	themselves	caught	in	a	conspiracy	involving	the	Holy	See	itself,	threatening	the	world	as	they	know	it.	Introduced	in	season	1	Eduard	Fernández	as	Padre	Manuel
Vergara	(Father	Manuel	Vergara)[8]	Megan	Montaner	as	Elena	Martín	Miguel	Ángel	Silvestre	as	Paco	Macarena	Gómez	as	Mercedes	Gandía	Pepón	Nieto	as	Sargento	Lagunas	(Sargeant	Lagunas)	Manolo	Solo	as	Cardinal	Santoro[9]	Cosimo	Fusco	as	Angelo[10]	Carmen	Machi	as	Carmen	Paco	Tous	as	Jesús	Secun	de	la	Rosa	as	Martín[11]	Javier	Bódalo	[es]	as
Antonio	(the	village	idiot)[9]	Antonio	Velázquez	as	Roque[11]	Nourdín	Batán	as	Jaime[11]	Carla	Campra	as	Vane[11]	Carla	Tous	[es]	as	Sole[11]	Óscar	Ortuño	as	Nacho[11]	Abril	Montilla	[es]	as	Elvira[11]	Alberto	Bang	as	Richi[11]	Leonardo	Nigro	as	Sandro[12]	Luigi	Diberti	as	Lombardi[12]	Víctor	Clavijo	as	Mario[13]	Nuria	González	as	Salcedo[14]	Greta
Fernández	as	Miralles	Francisco	Reyes	as	Lagrange[10]	Introduced	in	season	2	Najwa	Nimri	as	Haruka[15]	Manuel	Burque	as	Jonás[16]	Carlos	Bardem	as	Cardenal	de	la	Cruz[17]	Paul	Giamatti	as	Christian	Barbrow[18]	Clara	Wong	as	Amiga	de	Barbrow	The	fiction	is	set	in	Pedraza	and	the	village	was	likewise	the	prime	shooting	location.	The	series	was
produced	by	Pokeepsie	Films	for	HBO	Europe,	with	the	participation	of	HBO	Latin	America.[19]	Álex	de	la	Iglesia	and	Carolina	Bang	(on	behalf	of	Pokeepsie	Films)	and	Miguel	Salvat,	Steve	Matthews	and	Antony	Root	(on	behalf	of	HBO	Europe)	were	the	series'	executive	producers.[20]	The	musical	score	was	composed	by	Roque	Baños.[21]	Most	of	the
production	occurred	in	Pedraza,[22]	province	of	Segovia.	Production	also	worked	in	Sepúlveda	(also	in	the	province	of	Segovia),	and	the	Aldeadávila	Dam	(province	of	Salamanca).[23][24]	Other	brief	shooting	locations	include	New	York,	Jerusalem,	Paris,	Geneva,	Rome,	Campo	Real,	Madrid,	and	Alcalá	de	Henares	(including	outdoor	shots).[22][24]	Some	indoor
scenes	were	shot	in	the	Castle	of	Calatrava	la	Nueva	in	Aldea	del	Rey	and	the	Palace	of	the	Marquis	of	Santa	Cruz	in	Viso	del	Marqués,	both	in	the	province	of	Ciudad	Real;[25]	the	Castle	of	Guadamur	(province	of	Toledo),	the	library	of	the	Instituto	del	Patrimonio	Cultural	de	España	[es]	and	the	University	of	Salamanca's	General	Historical	Library	[es].[24]
After	months	of	rumours,	social	media	content	published	by	De	la	Iglesia	regarding	a	new	season	and	the	self-announcement	of	Najwa	Nimri	as	a	cast	addition	on	the	red	carpet	of	the	9th	Feroz	Awards,	HBO	Max	officially	confirmed	the	return	of	the	series	for	a	second	season	on	11	February	2022,	with	shooting	already	underway.[26][27]	Footage	for	season	2
was	shot	in	the	city	of	Toledo.[28]	No.overallNo.	inseasonTitleDirected	byWritten	byOriginal	release	date11"Cobwebs"	(Telarañas)Álex	de	la	IglesiaÁlex	de	la	Iglesia	and	Jorge	GuerricaechevarríaNovember	29,	2020	(2020-11-29)	This	article's	plot	summary	may	be	too	long	or	excessively	detailed.	Please	help	improve	it	by	removing	unnecessary	details	and
making	it	more	concise.	(September	2023)	(Learn	how	and	when	to	remove	this	message)	In	Geneva,	Switzerland,	a	gunman	nonchalantly	shoots	every	officer	at	a	bank	while	shrugging	off	bullets.	In	the	vault,	he	takes	a	coin	from	a	safety	deposit	box.	Outside,	he	is	picked	up	in	a	car	with	a	sunglass-wearing	priest	in	the	back.	The	priest	takes	the	cash,	and
removes	the	charm	that	kept	the	gunman	alive.	In	Pedraza,	Spain,	a	cow	at	the	Alonso	farm	gives	birth	to	a	human	baby.	To	prevent	bad	publicity	for	the	town,	Mayor	Paco	goes	with	Elena,	the	veterinarian	who	delivered	him,	and	the	farm	workers	to	the	local	priest.	Padre	Manuel	Vergara	argues	that	it	is	not	a	supernatural	event	but	that	the	calf	and	baby	were
switched	to	cover	the	child	of	an	unwanted	pregnancy.	A	young,	religious,	homeless	man,	Antonio,	believes	the	baby	is	evil	and	takes	him	to	the	church's	roof	to	kill	him.	Instead,	he	gives	it	to	Elena	before	jumping,	telling	the	priest	it	is	for	his	sins.	The	Alonsos	take	the	child	for	safekeeping.	Elena	finds	one	of	the	coins	on	Antonio.	Paco	and	Elena	find	out	that
Manuel	caused	a	boy	to	die	doing	an	exorcism.	Elena	confronts	the	priest	about	his	past,	who	admits	the	boy	is	where	he	got	the	coin	from.	Elena	visits	the	Alonsos,	where	the	husband	tells	her	their	son	died	in	an	accident	as	a	toddler.	His	wife,	Carmen,	sees	the	boy's	birth	as	a	blessing.	The	child	is	as	large	as	Carmen	when	Elena	goes	to	his	room.	Later,
Carmen	blends	liver	for	the	child,	making	the	husband	question	it	all.	She	repeatedly	stabs	him.	Elena	returns	with	Paco,	finding	the	downstairs	covered	in	cobwebs	made	from	wool.	Carmen	attacks	them,	wrapping	Paco	in	the	wool	cobwebs	while	Elena	escapes.	When	Manuel	and	the	police	return	to	the	house,	the	police	shoot	Carmen	in	defence.	Speaking	to
Manuel,	he	advises	Elena	to	be	rational	as	she	finds	the	skin	the	child	has	shed.	Paco	and	Carmen	are	taken	away	in	an	ambulance.	Carmen	wakes	up	and	calls	her	"son",	now	a	spider-like	monster,	causing	the	ambulance	to	crash,	and	she	escapes.	At	the	church,	Manuel	readies	for	the	beast	with	Elena	there.	A	seemingly	possessed	Carmen	arrives	and	asks
Manuel	for	the	coin,	saying	it	is	from	hell	and	claiming	she	was	at	the	exorcism.	After	shooting	Carmen	with	bullets	blessed	by	holy	water,	the	monster	comes	for	the	coin	which	Elena	has.	Her	phone	dials	Paco	in	their	struggle,	and	he	tells	her	to	destroy	a	charm	Carmen	uses	to	control	the	Spider	monster.	It	drives	the	monster	away.	Manuel	explains	away	the
events	as	a	hallucination.	He	then	asks	Elena	for	the	coin,	but	she	keeps	it,	repeating	his	words	that	it	is	"just	a	piece	of	metal."	22"Ouija"	(Ouija)Álex	de	la	IglesiaÁlex	de	la	Iglesia	and	Jorge	GuerricaechevarríaDecember	6,	2020	(2020-12-06)	33"The	Mirror"	(El	espejo)Álex	de	la	IglesiaÁlex	de	la	Iglesia	and	Jorge	GuerricaechevarríaDecember	13,	2020	(2020-12-
13)	44"Memories"	(Recuerdos)Álex	de	la	IglesiaÁlex	de	la	Iglesia	and	Jorge	GuerricaechevarríaDecember	20,	2020	(2020-12-20)	55"The	Double"	(El	doble)Álex	de	la	IglesiaÁlex	de	la	Iglesia	and	Jorge	GuerricaechevarríaDecember	27,	2020	(2020-12-27)	66"Holy	War"	(Guerra	Santa)Álex	de	la	IglesiaÁlex	de	la	Iglesia	and	Jorge
GuerricaechevarríaJanuary	3,	2021	(2021-01-03)	77"The	Glass	Box"	(La	caja	de	cristal)Álex	de	la	IglesiaÁlex	de	la	Iglesia	and	Jorge	GuerricaechevarríaJanuary	10,	2021	(2021-01-10)	88"Sacrifice"	(Sacrificio)Álex	de	la	IglesiaÁlex	de	la	Iglesia	and	Jorge	GuerricaechevarríaJanuary	17,	2021	(2021-01-17)	No.overallNo.	inseasonTitleDirected	byWritten	byOriginal
release	date91"Ghost	Town"	(El	pueblo	fantasma)Álex	de	la	IglesiaÁlex	de	la	Iglesia	and	Jorge	GuerricaechevarríaOctober	23,	2023	(2023-10-23)	102"Dreamlands"	(Las	tierras	del	sueño)Álex	de	la	IglesiaÁlex	de	la	Iglesia	and	Jorge	GuerricaechevarríaOctober	30,	2023	(2023-10-30)	113"Hellish	Creatures"	(Criaturas	infernales)Álex	de	la	IglesiaÁlex	de	la	Iglesia
and	Jorge	GuerricaechevarríaNovember	6,	2023	(2023-11-06)	124"The	Black	Book	of	the	Mad	Arab"	(El	libro	negro	del	árabe	loco)Álex	de	la	IglesiaÁlex	de	la	Iglesia	and	Jorge	GuerricaechevarríaNovember	13,	2023	(2023-11-13)	135"The	Arcane	Symbol"	(El	símbolo	arcano)Álex	de	la	IglesiaÁlex	de	la	Iglesia	and	Jorge
GuerricaechevarríaNovember	20,	2023	(2023-11-20)	146"Reset	the	World"	(Reiniciar	el	mundo)Álex	de	la	IglesiaÁlex	de	la	Iglesia	and	Jorge	GuerricaechevarríaNovember	27,	2023	(2023-11-27)	157"The	Two	Cores"	(Los	Dos	Núcleos)Álex	de	la	IglesiaÁlex	de	la	Iglesia	and	Jorge	GuerricaechevarríaDecember	4,	2023	(2023-12-04)	168"The	Eye	of	God"	(El	ojo	de
Dios)Álex	de	la	IglesiaÁlex	de	la	Iglesia	and	Jorge	GuerricaechevarríaDecember	11,	2023	(2023-12-11)	The	first	episode	of	the	eight-part	first	season	premiered	on	HBO	Europe	on	29	November	2020.[4]	The	rest	of	the	episodes	were	released	every	week.	The	series	aired	in	the	United	States	via	HBO	and	HBO	Max	in	2021	before	airing	on	HBO	Latin	America.[4]
The	first	episode	was	screened	at	the	77th	Venice	International	Film	Festival	on	September	11,	2020.[1]	According	to	the	American	review	aggregation	website	Rotten	Tomatoes,	season	1	of	30	Coins	has	a	91%	approval	rating	based	on	11	reviews	from	critics,	with	an	average	rating	of	7.7/10	and	a	critics'	consensus	on	the	site	reading:	"propulsive	action,
effective	haunts,	and	just	the	right	amount	of	absurdity	make	30	Coins	a	twisty	terror	treat".[29]	Scout	Tafoya	of	RogerEbert.com	found	the	series	entertaining,	writing	that	de	la	Iglesia	and	Guerricaechevarría	"peddle	a	Catholic	version	of	the	Cosmic	Horrors	of	William	Hope	Hodgson	and	H.P.	Lovecraft";	"their	style	a	crispy	plait	of	Luis	Buñuel	and	Alex	Cox".
[30]	Rosie	Knight	of	IGN	considers	that	"much	of	the	strength	of	30	Coins	comes	from	[its]	trio	of	leads"	and	that	"easily	the	best	thing	about	the	show	is	that,	aside	from	the	horror,	it	also	works	as	an	Indiana	Jones-style	artifact	quest,"	giving	it	8	out	of	10.[31]	Marissa	de	la	Cerda,	writing	for	The	A.V.	Club,	writes,	"The	grotesqueries	that	de	la	Iglesia	is	known
for	are	on	full	display	in	the	phantasmagoric	visuals	and	viscera".	She	grades	it	a	B,	concluding	that	it	"successfully	lean[s]	into	its	drama-horror	hybrid	to	underscore	the	characters'	humanity."[32]	Reviewing	for	Cinemanía,	Miguel	Ángel	Romero	considered	De	la	Iglesia's	creation	as	an	immersion	in	the	Lovecraftian	universe	and	also	noted	an	implicit	reference
to	Nyarlathotep	in	the	season	finale.[33]	Romero	praised	Cosimo	Fusco's	chilling	performance	and	the	performances	of	Eduard	Fernández	and	Manolo	Solo	in	antagonist	roles,[33]	also	welcoming	the	referential	nature	of	De	la	Iglesia's	work	(inspired	by	the	likes	of	Antonio	Mercero,	Ridley	Scott	and	John	Carpenter).[33]	Among	the	negative	aspects	to	be
improved,	Romero	cited	the	"particularly	calamitous	CGI"	featured	in	the	last	episodes	and	the	disjointed	plots.[33]	Year	Award	Category	Nominee(s)	Result	Ref.	2021	8th	Feroz	Awards	Best	Drama	Series	30	Coins	Nominated	[34][35]	Best	Main	Actor	in	a	Series	Eduard	Fernández	Won	Best	Main	Actress	in	a	Series	Megan	Montaner	Nominated	Best	Supporting
Actor	in	a	Series	Manolo	Solo	Nominated	Best	Supporting	Actress	in	a	Series	Macarena	Gómez	Nominated	Carmen	Machi	Nominated	71st	Fotogramas	de	Plata	Best	Television	Actor	Eduard	Fernández	Won	[36]	2022	9th	MiM	Series	Awards	[es]	Best	Drama	Series	Won	[37]	Best	Direction	Álex	de	la	Iglesia	Nominated	30th	Actors	and	Actresses	Union	Awards
Best	TV	Actor	in	a	Minor	Role	Secun	de	la	Rosa	Nominated	[38]	2023	29th	Forqué	Awards	Best	TV	Series	Nominated	[39]	2024	11th	Platino	Awards	Best	Supporting	Actor	in	a	Miniseries	or	TV	series	Manolo	Solo	Nominated	[40]	2024	2024	Premios	Aura	Best	Drama	series	30	Coins	Nominated	[41]	2020	in	Spanish	television	^	a	b	c	"30	COINS	(30	MONEDAS)	-
EPISODIO	1".	labiennale.org.	21	July	2020.	Retrieved	29	November	2020.	^	Lang,	Jamie	(11	February	2020).	"HBO	Europe	Announces	New	Series,	'30	Coins,'	From	Alex	De	La	Iglesia".	Variety.	Retrieved	29	November	2020.	^	Arias,	María	José	(29	November	2020).	"Eduard	Fernández:	"El	gran	acierto	de	'30	Monedas'	es	el	costumbrismo	y	ese	mundo	de	terror,
género	y	thriller"".	Público.	^	a	b	c	d	Lang,	Jamie	(16	October	2020).	"Icelandic	Industry	Plots	Next	10	Years	in	New	Action	Plan	–	Global	Bulletin".	Variety.	Retrieved	29	November	2020.	^	"La	serie	"30	monedas"	de	Álex	de	la	Iglesia	tendrá	una	segunda	temporada".	www.efe.com	(in	Spanish).	Retrieved	2022-02-11.	^	"30	Coins	Season	2	–	Official	Trailer".
YouTube.	HBO.	Retrieved	2023-10-01.	Season	2	of	#30Coins	premieres	October	23	on	Max.	^	Prieto,	Beatriz	(21	May	2024).	"Max	cancela	'30	monedas'	y	deja	a	la	serie	de	Álex	de	la	Iglesia	sin	temporada	final".	FormulaTV	(in	Spanish).	Retrieved	22	May	2024.	^	Fernández,	Noemí	(29	November	2020).	"'30	monedas':	Todo	sobre	la	serie	de	Álex	de	la	Iglesia
protagonizada	por	Miguel	Ángel	Silvestre.	Una	historia	llena	de	misterio	con	un	toque	de	terror".	Hola.	^	a	b	Alberto,	Enric	(4	December	2020).	"'30	monedas',	crónicas	de	un	pueblo…	maldito".	El	Cultural.	^	a	b	Arias,	M.J.	(22	January	2021).	"El	apoteósico	final	de	'30	monedas',	analizado	por	uno	de	sus	guionistas".	Fuera	de	Series.	^	a	b	c	d	e	f	g	h	Galonce,
Juan	(7	December	2020).	"Crítica:	'30	monedas'	1x02	—	'Ouija".	Fuera	de	Series.	^	a	b	Galonce,	Juan	(21	December	2020).	"Crítica:	'30	monedas'	1x04	—	'Recuerdos'".	Fuera	de	Series.	^	"'30	monedas'	1x05:	un	sólido	episodio	de	ocultismo	y	brujería	entre	Pedraza	y	las	profundidades	del	Vaticano".	Espinof.	27	December	2020.	^	Galonce,	Juan	(4	January	2021).
"Crítica:	'30	monedas'	1x06	—	'Guerra	santa'".	Fuera	de	Series.	^	Mogrovejo,	Xavi	(4	March	2022).	"'30	monedas'	ofrece	un	primer	vistazo	al	personaje	de	Najwa	Nimri	en	la	temporada	2".	Vandal	–	via	El	Español.	^	Medina,	Marta	(7	October	2023).	"'30	monedas',	temporada	2:	mucho	más	monstruosa,	mucho	más	barroca	y	mucho	más	diabólica".	El
Confidencial.	^	"'30	monedas'	(2x03):	partos	imposibles	y	ejecuciones	festivas	en	un	descuidado	pero	vibrante	episodio".	Espinof.	6	November	2023.	^	Hipes,	Patrick	(23	June	2022).	"Paul	Giamatti	Joins	Season	2	Cast	Of	HBO	Max's	'30	Coins'".	Deadline.	Retrieved	23	June	2022.	^	"HBO	muestra	un	nuevo	adelanto	de	'30	monedas'	y	anuncia	estreno".	Bluper.	El
Español.	1	October	2020.	^	"Teaser	de	'30	monedas',	la	serie	de	Álex	de	la	Iglesia".	Audiovisual451.	28	July	2020.	^	Fernández,	Cristina	(2020-12-02).	"Música	murciana	para	la	serie	'30	monedas'	de	HBO:	Álex	de	la	Iglesia	saca	el	"lado	más	oscuro"	de	Roque	Baños".	Murcia	Plaza.	^	a	b	Puig,	Francesc	(28	November	2020).	"El	sello	de	Álex	de	la	Iglesia	llega	a
HBO	con	'30	monedas'".	La	Vanguardia.	^	"HBO	España	estrena	"30	monedas"	de	Alex	de	la	Iglesia	rodada	en	Pedraza	y	Sepúlveda".	Cadena	SER.	27	November	2020.	^	a	b	c	Tena,	Arturo	(28	December	2020).	"De	Pedraza	a	Calatrava,	los	nuevos	escenarios	de	terror	de	Álex	de	la	Iglesia".	Guía	Repsol.	^	Monteagudo,	Carlos	(2	December	2020).	"El	castillo	de
Calatrava	La	Nueva,	escenario	de	la	recién	estrenada	serie	'30	Monedas'	de	HBO".	Lanza	Digital.	^	"HBO	Max	hace	oficial	la	renovación	de	'30	monedas'	por	una	segunda	temporada".	Serielistas.	Atresmedia	Corporación	de	Medios	de	Comunicación,	S.A.	11	February	2022.	^	Lang,	Jamie	(11	February	2022).	"'30	Coins'	Season	2	Confirmed	at	HBO	Max".
Variety.	^	"Álex	de	la	Iglesia	y	Miguel	Ángel	Silvestre	ruedan	en	Toledo	'30	monedas'".	ABC.	23	May	2022.	^	"30	Coins	(2020)	Season	1".	RottenTomatoes.	Retrieved	19	November	2023.	^	Tafoya,	Scout	(12	January	2021).	"Entertaining	30	Coins	Examines	Depths	of	Evil	with	Style".	RogerEbert.com.	^	Knight,	Rosie	(12	January	2021).	"HBO's	30	Coins	Review".
IGN.	^	De	La	Cerda,	Marissa	(4	January	2021).	"HBO's	30	Coins	merges	religious	horror	with	the	fantastical".	The	A.V.	Club.	^	a	b	c	d	Romero,	Miguel	Ángel	(18	January	2021).	"Crítica	de	'30	monedas':	El	mejor	homenaje	posible	a	Lovecraft".	Cinemanía.	20minutos.es.	^	"Premios	Feroz	2021:	Todos	los	nominados	en	películas	y	series".	Fotogramas	(in	Spanish).
10	December	2020.	Retrieved	11	December	2020.	^	Gonzálvez,	Paula	M.	(2	March	2021).	"La	lista	de	ganadores	de	los	premios	Feroz	2021".	HuffPost.	^	"Fotogramas	de	Plata	2020	:	¡Ya	tenemos	ganadores!".	Fotogramas.	15	November	2021.	^	Aller,	María	(23	February	2022).	"Premios	MiM	Series	2021:	Así	queda	el	palmarés	de	la	9ª	edición".	Fotogramas.	^
Aller,	María	(15	March	2022).	"Premios	Unión	de	Actores	2022:	'El	buen	patrón'	arrasa	entre	los	premiados".	Fotogramas.	^	"Palmarés	completo	de	los	Premios	Forqué	2023:	'20.000	especies	de	abejas'	y	'La	Mesías'	lideran	la	apertura	de	la	temporada".	Cinemanía.	17	December	2023	–	via	20minutos.es.	^	"'La	sociedad	de	la	nieve'	lidera	las	nominaciones	de	los
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