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Mollie Tibbetts Death Ruled Homicide, Suspect Cristhian Rivera Charged with First-Degree Murder Man accused of killing Iowa student Mollie Tibbetts has entered his second week in court. Prosecutors presented their case against Cristhian Bahena Rivera, a former farmhand charged with first-degree murder. Tibbetts' disappearance while jogging
near her hometown in July 2018 led investigators to spot leads pointing to Rivera. Jurors heard testimony from the officer who interviewed Rivera for over 11 hours and forensic specialists confirming Tibbetts' blood smears found in his car through DNA. The prosecution rested their case, with the defense choosing to defer their opening statement
until later. The trial is scheduled to last through the end of the week. Prosecutors called Dr. Dennis Klein, the state medical examiner who conducted the autopsy on Mollie Tibbetts' body. He testified that her wounds were consistent with a single knife but couldn't rule out multiple weapons being used. The wound to her hand could have been a
defensive wound trying to fend off an assailant. Toxicology tests did not detect any drugs or alcohol in her system. Klein stated that Tibbetts' body was in a "moderate to severe" state of decomposition due to the hot and humid Iowa cornfield conditions in August, rapidly accelerating the process. Klein reviewed findings from the autopsy, walking the
jury through injuries found on Tibbett's body, including one that penetrated her skull and another to her neck. The shape of the injuries was consistent with a single-edged knife blade. The medical examiner stated that he suspected there were at least three additional stab wounds, for a total of 12, but couldn't be sure due to the state of the body when
it was discovered. FBI agent Kevin Horan finished his testimony after lunch and prosecutors called Dr. Dennis Klein, the state medical examiner who conducted the autopsy on Tibbetts' body. Klein testified that Tibbetts' body was in a "moderate to severe" state of decomposition and that the hot, humid conditions of an Iowa cornfield in August rapidly
accelerated the process. Klein reviewed findings from the autopsy, walking the jury through a number of injuries found on Tibbett's body, including one that penetrated her skull and another to her neck. The shape of the injuries was consistent with a single-edged knife blade, Klein said. Tibbetts' cell phone evidence showed it traveling eastward at a
pace consistent with a 10-minute-mile runner, then traveling southward from 8:35 to 8:53 p.m. on Wednesday, July 18, at up to 60 miles an hour. After 8:53 p.m., the phone stopped moving and stopped transmitting to any nearby cell tower. Prosecutor Scott Brown emphasized that unlike Cristhian Bahena Rivera, there were no admissions or DNA
evidence connecting any of those men to the case. Defense attorneys raised multiple names of other men investigators looked at in cross-examining DCI agent Trent Vileta. Through numerous leads on individuals investigators investigated, they focused particularly on a man residing near where Tibbetts' body was discovered. The man in question had
been reported to have a history of mistreating women and children, with some even alleging he possessed a "torture room" within his home. However, according to Vileta, an extensive search of the premises revealed no such room or evidence linking him to the case. A significant portion of Monday's testimony was plagued by issues with the
courtroom sound system. After a brief recess, it was decided to proceed without using microphones in hopes of completing the prosecution's case within the day. The sound issue was eventually resolved by 9:20. The first witness called on Monday was DCI Special Agent Trent Vileta, who served as the lead case agent for Tibbetts' disappearance.
According to Vileta, the "victimology," or victim profile, created by investigators indicated that Mollie Tibbetts posed a very low risk due to her absence of any signs of abusive relationships, drug abuse, or other factors often associated with increased danger. Vileta noted that investigators had difficulty finding anything negative about Tibbetts, as
"Mollie Tibbetts had probably the nicest text messages we'd ever read." Prosecutors also inquired about Dalton Jack, Tibbetts' boyfriend. Vileta stated that investigators were able to rule him out as a suspect due to his presence in Dubuque for work at the time of her disappearance and the lack of any evidence contradicting this. Prosecutors told
jurors on Wednesday that their case would rest on three major points: video footage showing Bahena Rivera's car circling moments after a jogger, believed to be Tibbetts, ran past; DNA evidence indicating her blood was found in his trunk; and admissions he made to police that he saw her jogging, followed and ran with her, and fought with her when
she threatened to call the police. An officer testified that Bahena Rivera claimed to have blacked out and remembered driving to a remote cornfield, taking the bloodied Tibbetts out of his trunk, and leaving her there. Dalton Jack emotionally testified that he was away at a construction job in Dubuque during her disappearance and did not want to be in
the same room as Bahena Rivera because "I wholeheartedly believe he is guilty." Pamela Romero, a former Iowa City police officer, provided testimony about her lengthy interview with Bahena Rivera, which ended with him leading officers to the remote field where Tibbetts' body was found. Prosecutors presented DNA evidence showing human blood
on items found in Bahena Rivera's trunk, including a match to Tibbetts', but no connection was made to knives and other items at his residence. A tense moment occurred when a press pool photographer was removed from the courtroom for taking pictures of jurors viewing photos of Mollie Tibbetts' body. Defense attorneys questioned prosecution
witnesses about inconsistencies in their alibis, including a past affair and phone records suggesting Jack might not have been truthful about his whereabouts on the night Tibbetts disappeared. Video clips were shown of Bahena Rivera dozing off during interrogation, implying he may have given a coerced confession to end questioning. The trial is
expected to conclude by week's end, with prosecutors planning to call additional witnesses before resting their case. If convicted, Bahena Rivera faces life in prison. Preliminary autopsy results indicate Tibbetts died from multiple sharp force injuries, and her body was found in a rural cornfield after being led to the location by Cristhian Bahena
Rivera, who has been held on a $5 million cash-only bond since his arrest.



