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Velma	parents	guide

The	newly	released	show	"Velma"	has	been	met	with	widespread	criticism	for	its	mature	and	adult-oriented	take	on	the	classic	family-friendly	cartoon	"Scooby-Doo".	By	transforming	one	of	the	beloved	characters	into	a	more	mature	variant,	the	creators	seem	to	be	targeting	adults	who	grew	up	watching	the	original	series.	However,	the	result	is	a
show	that	is	deemed	awful	by	many,	with	excessive	violence,	sex,	and	swearing.	The	title	has	received	negative	reviews,	with	12	people	finding	the	criticism	helpful.	The	show's	attempt	to	serve	as	an	origin	story	for	Velma,	exploring	her	homosexuality	and	role	in	bringing	together	the	Scooby	Gang,	falls	flat.	Despite	its	record-breaking	premiere	on
HBO	Max,	"Velma"	boasts	one	of	the	lowest	Rotten	Tomatoes	audience	scores,	indicating	a	strong	dislike	from	viewers.	As	someone	who	fondly	remembers	the	animated	Scooby	series	and	live-action	film	adaptations,	the	concept	of	"Velma"	is	a	disappointment.	The	show's	failure	to	deliver	a	compelling	story	and	its	reliance	on	mature	themes	have	led
to	a	negative	reception,	making	it	a	series	that	is	not	recommended	for	anyone,	regardless	of	age.	Given	text:	paraphrase	this	text:	seemed	ill-fated.	For	one,	the	original	Scooby	iterations	knew	not	to	mess	with	the	near-perfect	formula:	They	were	self-aware,	sarcastic,	and	plenty	funny.	Velma,	on	the	other	hand,	sits	at	the	overlap	of	every	streaming
exec’s	easy	way	to	make	a	quick	buck:	rebooting	major	IP,	darkening	the	tone	of	a	beloved	children’s	franchise,	attempting	the	“wokeification”	of	older	franchises,	and	so	on.	These	things,	when	balanced	correctly,	can	have	great,	even	beloved,	results—take	Netflix’s	recent	hit	Wednesday,	for	example.	But	Velma	defaults	at	every	stage	of	the	process,
starting	with	the	justification	for	its	own	existence.	I	don’t	need	to	feel	represented.	I	want	to	be	entertained.	The	industry’s	penchant	for	reboots	tends	to	come	into	conflict	with	just	who	owns	the	rights	to	what.	For	Velma,	the	legal	casualty	is,	erm,	Scooby-Doo.	Charlie	Grandy,	the	creator	of	Velma,	attested	that	he	had	always	considered	leaving	the
dog	out	of	the	show	as	a	way	to	age-up	Velma	even	more,	but	the	choice	was	solidified	when	Warner	Bros.	told	them	that	the	dog	was	off-limits	due	to	licensing	issues.	A	Scooby-Doo	show	without	the	dog	seems	pointless—why	reboot	a	comedy	and	then	get	rid	of	its	most	inherently	comedic	element?	Regarding	another	of	the	industry’s	go-to	moves,	I
want	to	push	back	on	the	notion	that	every	historically	white	property	or	gang	of	characters	needs	to	be	melanized	to	fit	today’s	standards.	I	say	this	as	someone	who	loves	a	race-swapped	rebranding	of	a	beloved	franchise,	and	even	more	so	relishes	the	hilarity	of	white	people	becoming	incensed	by	a	fictional	character	existing	differently	than	they
had	imagined.	To	me,	one	of	the	best	things	about	the	Scooby	Gang	I	grew	up	watching	was	how	their	whiteness	tended	to	fit	a	lot	of	their	slang	(“zoinks”	and	“jinkies”	are	maybe	the	whitest	words	I’ve	ever	heard),	personalities,	and	zany	decision-making.	I	didn’t	need	to	feel	represented	by	them	as	much	as	I	wanted	to	be	entertained	by	them.	In	this
version,	Velma	is	a	narcissist	who	has	alienated	everyone	around	her	because	she’s	a	smarter-than-the-rest	Brown	girl	who	incessantly	reminds	everyone	of	those	two	facts.	It’s	less	kitschy	and	certainly	less	fun.	As	for	the	show’s	aim	to	satirize	the	liberal	political	climate	via	adult	comedy,	it’s	incoherent	enough	to	make	everyone	mad.	Conservative
pundits	lost	their	minds	upon	learning	that	the	show’s	Velma	would	be	openly	lesbian,	but	the	show	has	also	succeeded	in	alienating	viewers	who	take	issue	with	the	series’	failed	attempts	at	a	more	progressive	approach.	True,	Kaling	was	already	in	internet	leftists’	sights	for	a	variety	of	transgressions,	some	arguable	and	some	strained,	ranging	from
self-hatred	to	transphobia.	But	it’s	also	because	the	show	actually	is	misogynist,	and	totally	devoid	of	nuance.	As	Forbes	points	out,	the	show’s	idea	of	attacking	white	male	privilege	is	making	Fred	“such	a	whiny	white	man	baby	that	his	mommy	cuts	his	steak	and	he	hasn’t	finished	puberty	so	he	has	a	small	penis.”	It’s	just	as	bad	when	Velma	is	Velma,
a	new	animated	series	from	HBO	Max,	has	been	met	with	criticism	and	controversy.	The	show's	protagonist,	Velma	Dinkley,	is	reimagined	as	a	young	white	business	owner	who	consistently	denigrates	her	father's	pregnant	girlfriend,	Sophie.	This	portrayal	has	led	to	accusations	that	the	show	is	promoting	"wokeness"	as	a	performance	rather	than	a
genuine	reality.	Some	have	also	speculated	that	Mindy	Kaling,	the	show's	creator	and	voice	actress,	intentionally	made	Velma's	character	bad	to	spark	controversy.	The	show's	attempts	at	modernizing	the	Scooby-Doo	franchise	have	been	panned	by	many,	with	some	even	suggesting	that	conservative	critics	are	behind	conspiracy	theories	about	the
show's	intentions.	The	backlash	has	led	to	liberals	labeling	certain	topics	as	"conservative"	simply	because	they	don't	agree	with	them.	Additionally,	a	rumor	about	the	show	featuring	a	Black	female	character	named	Scoobi	instead	of	Gigi	spread	quickly	online,	despite	being	debunked.	Despite	its	satirical	intentions,	Velma	doesn't	feel	like	it's	making
fun	of	itself	or	any	particular	ideology,	leaving	audiences	confused	about	its	target	audience.	The	show's	writing	and	humor	are	widely	panned,	with	many	considering	it	unfunny	and	divisive.	Even	the	theme	song	is	not	to	everyone's	liking.	**Animated	Hallucinations	and	Murder	Mysteries**	Diya's	disappearance	sparks	Velma's	curiosity,	but	it's	the
subsequent	string	of	murders	at	Crystal	Cove	High	that	really	grabs	her	attention.	The	killings	target	the	town's	most	popular	girls,	including	Daphne	(Constance	Wu),	Velma's	former	BFF	turned	rival.	As	hormones	rage,	the	teens	navigate	a	complex	web	of	crushes.	The	show	swiftly	addresses	speculation	about	Velma's	sexuality	and	potential	feelings
for	Daphne.	**Self-Aware	Comedy	with	a	Twist**	The	series	boasts	an	ironic	approach,	playfully	acknowledging	its	own	self-awareness	from	the	outset.	"Don't	pilot	episodes	always	have	more	gratuitous	content	than	the	rest	of	the	series?"	Daphne	quips,	preceding	a	naked	shower	fight	that	pokes	fun	at	Riverdale's	blend	of	self-referential	humor	and
sex	appeal.	The	show	also	winks	at	its	decision	to	race-swap	characters	and	subverts	Shaggy's	stoner	stereotype	with	Norville	(Sam	Richardson),	a	clear-eyed	band	geek	who	jokes	about	avoiding	"420	culture."	**An	Enviable	Comedy	Cast**	Glenn	Howerton	shines	as	Fred,	a	helpless	rich	boy	with	daddy	issues,	while	minor	roles	feature	comedic
talents	like	Weird	Al	Yankovic	and	Nicole	Byer.	However,	**Velma's**	insistence	on	being	different	wears	thin	over	the	season's	ten	episodes.	Despite	promises	of	a	unique	origin	story,	the	show	draws	familiar	parallels	with	Riverdale,	Veronica	Mars,	and	Harley	Quinn	–	series	that,	despite	flaws,	possess	a	stronger	sense	of	identity.	**Hit-or-Miss
Humor**	For	every	sharp	one-liner	("Ranking	hot	girls	sparked	the	Trojan	War	and	Facebook!"),	there's	an	observation	that	feels	like	a	repurposed	Twitter	draft.	Velma	declares,	"I	speak	truth	without	a	filter,	like	pre-#MeToo	comedians,"	–	a	line	that	rings	hollow	coming	from	a	proud	feminist	teenager	in	2023.	Amidst	semi-topical	jabs	at	teen	rom-
coms	and	feminism,	**Velma**	struggles	to	find	its	footing.	Velma,	the	smart	and	feisty	heroine	of	the	show,	can	sometimes	come	off	as	one-dimensional	due	to	her	consistent	portrayal.	However,	it's	her	flaws,	such	as	selfishness	and	emotional	messiness,	that	make	her	more	relatable	and	endearing.	The	show's	willingness	to	explore	Velma's
vulnerabilities,	like	her	struggle	to	find	her	own	identity,	is	a	testament	to	its	thoughtful	approach.	This	vulnerability	also	serves	as	a	reminder	for	Velma	herself	to	work	on	her	self-awareness.	The	series	has	received	criticism	for	its	juvenile	humor	and	departure	from	the	original	IP.	Some	viewers	have	expressed	disappointment	with	the	lack	of
development	in	certain	characters,	such	as	Scooby-Doo	and	Shaggy,	who	are	noticeably	absent	from	key	scenes.	Despite	its	flaws,	the	show	has	garnered	some	praise	for	its	portrayal	of	Velma's	complexities.	You're	signing	up	for	occasional	emails	from	Fandango	Media	(Fandango,	Vudu,	and	Rotten	Tomatoes),	agreeing	to	their	Privacy	Policy	and
Terms.	Allow	10	business	days	for	your	account	to	update.	Velma	takes	a	step	into	solving	mysteries	with	other	Mystery	Inc.	members,	including	Daphne	(voiced	by	Constance	Wu),	Fred,	and	hopefully,	Scooby-Doo	and	Shaggy.	The	series	combines	humor,	drama,	and	even	horror	elements,	delving	into	the	lives	of	teenagers	like	Velma.	Creator	Mindy
Kaling	brings	her	expertise	in	exploring	themes	of	identity	and	adolescence,	but	also	ventures	into	scarier	territory.	The	show's	rating	is	TV-MA,	indicating	content	suitable	for	audiences	17+,	making	it	more	geared	towards	adult	fans	rather	than	children.	The	first	two	episodes	dropped	on	HBO	Max	on	January	12,	with	the	next	two	episodes	releasing
on	January	19.	The	Velma	series	takes	a	dark	and	mature	approach	to	the	Scooby	Doo	franchise,	exploring	themes	that	are	not	suitable	for	children.	The	show	delves	into	Velma's	personal	struggles	with	mystery-solving,	which	lead	to	intense	hallucinatory	panic	attacks	following	her	mother's	disappearance.	This	aspect	of	the	series	is	played	without
humor,	showcasing	a	more	serious	tone.	The	show	also	employs	satire	by	parodying	dark	reboots	of	classic	children's	franchises,	making	it	unlikely	that	kids	will	find	this	type	of	humor	appealing.	Parents	may	be	concerned	about	the	content,	but	are	more	likely	to	focus	on	issues	such	as	Daphne	taking	a	shower.	New	episodes	are	released	every
Thursday	on	HBO	Max.	###	Given	article	text	here	The	brand-new	HBO	Max	series	'Velma'	takes	a	mature	approach	by	targeting	an	adult	audience,	deviating	from	its	family-friendly	roots.	The	show,	centered	around	Velma	Dinkley	and	the	Mystery	Inc.	gang,	explores	more	complex	themes	and	content,	making	it	unsuitable	for	young	viewers.	With	a
TV-MA	rating	for	sexual	situations	and	violence,	the	series	includes	graphic	scenes,	partial	nudity,	and	explicit	language.	Critics	have	expressed	disappointment	with	the	show's	portrayal	of	its	characters,	labeling	them	as	unpleasant	to	watch.	The	term	"character	growth"	is	being	explored	through	the	latest	release	of	Velma,	which	premieres	every
Thursday	exclusively	on	HBO	Max.
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