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The	iliad	emily	wilson

Emily	Wilson's	translation	of	Homer's	Iliad	is	a	masterful	rendering	of	the	ancient	war	poem.	Her	translation,	like	her	previous	work	on	The	Odyssey,	is	described	as	"fresh",	"unpretentious"	and	"lean".	Critics	have	praised	it	as	"a	revelation"	and	"a	cultural	landmark"	that	will	change	how	people	read	Homer	in	English.	Wilson's	Iliad	roars	with	the
sounds	of	war,	boasts	of	victors,	and	the	cries	of	dying	men.	Her	language	is	crisp	but	resonant,	revealing	real	characters	who	are	both	human	and	divine.	After	a	decade	of	engaging	with	ancient	poetry,	Wilson	gives	us	a	complete	Homer	for	our	generation.	A	new	translation	of	Homer's	The	Iliad	has	hit	the	shelves,	courtesy	of	Emily	Wilson.	As	one	of
the	first	women	to	translate	Homer's	Odyssey	into	English,	she	chats	with	classicist	Natalie	Haynes	about	how	this	epic	poem	reflects	today's	society.	Wilson's	version	unfolds	over	two	months	in	the	Trojan	War's	final	year,	where	Greeks	and	Trojans	clash.	The	gods	also	join	the	fray,	further	complicating	matters.	Natalie	Haynes	starts	off	by
comparing	Wilson's	translation	to	an	action	film:	"It's	like	you're	dragging	people	through	it."	Emily	Wilson	agrees,	saying	that	the	intensity	of	the	events	in	The	Iliad	keeps	readers	engaged	despite	its	horrors.	Natalie	notes	how	many	characters	die	violent	deaths,	which	she	finds	painful	to	read.	Emily	admits	to	feeling	a	bit	uneasy	while	writing	these
parts,	acknowledging	that	there's	a	thrill	to	contemplating	scenes	of	violence.	However,	she	also	highlights	the	compassion	woven	throughout	the	story,	making	it	feel	like	a	"beautiful	kind"	of	hard	task.	Natalie	and	Emily	delve	into	what	The	Iliad	can	teach	us	about	humanity	today,	specifically	how	it	reflects	our	own	struggles	with	honour,	reputation,
and	being	human.	When	characters	in	Hollywood	action	movies	exist	solely	to	get	blown	up,	it's	clear	their	purpose	is	fleeting.	Similarly,	even	minor	figures	in	The	Iliad	are	granted	some	level	of	recognition.	However,	this	doesn't	diminish	the	significance	of	their	pursuit	of	glory	and	immortal	fame.	In	a	culture	without	written	records,	achieving	fame
through	song	or	poetry	allowed	individuals	to	transcend	mortality.	Getty	Images	Dispute	between	Achilles	and	Agamemnon,	fulcrum	of	the	cycle	with	the	Stories	of	the	Iliad,	by	Felice	Giani	(1758-1823),	fresco	(Credit:	Getty	Images)	The	drive	for	men	to	achieve	immortal	fame	in	a	culture	without	written	languageNH:	The	pursuit	of	glory	and
immortal	fame	is	crucial	to	this	society.	It's	essential	to	recognize	that	this	is	a	world	without	records	like	our	own,	where	achieving	fame	through	song	or	poetry	means	living	beyond	one's	lifetime.	EW:	Yes,	I	agree.	Modern	readers	often	trivialize	the	central	quest	of	The	Iliad,	which	revolves	around	the	warriors'	choice	between	risking	their	lives	for
fame	or	avoiding	shame,	both	in	this	lifetime	and	afterwards.	This	choice	has	a	lasting	impact	on	the	poem	itself,	as	well	as	the	landscape,	with	funeral	mounds	serving	as	memorials	to	fallen	heroes.	There's	a	poignant	passage	where	Hector	hopes	to	leave	his	mark	on	the	landscape	by	having	a	funeral	mound	built	for	one	of	his	victims.	In	the	future,
someone	sailing	past	will	say,	'That	funeral	mound	was	for	somebody	killed	by	great	Hector.'	I	think	you're	correct	that	it	requires	an	imaginative	leap	to	enter	the	world	of	this	poem	and	understand	the	significance	of	this	pursuit.	The	poem	presents	both	successful	and	unsuccessful	aspects	of	this	quest,	as	well	as	the	environmental	disaster	brought
about	by	the	gods.	Getty	Images	The	Anger	of	Achilles	by	Jacques-Louis	David,	1819	(Credit:	Getty	Images)	How	The	Iliad	was	about	humans'	impact	on	the	EarthNH:	The	idea	that	The	Iliad	is	an	apocalyptic	environmental	metaphor	is	a	relatively	new	perspective.	Even	in	some	versions	of	the	Trojan	War,	there's	the	notion	that	there	are	too	many
people	and	the	Earth	groans	under	their	weight.	EW:	It	very	much	is	[an	early	population	anxiety	metaphor].	We	know	from	ancient	notes	and	the	poem	The	Cypria	that	an	early	myth	entailed	Zeus'	plan	to	reduce	the	population	through	war.	The	Iliad's	relevance	extends	beyond	its	historical	context,	and	its	themes	resonate	with	contemporary	issues.
In	2023,	readers	can	connect	The	Iliad	to	various	conflicts	and	forms	of	human	violence	globally,	but	it	also	speaks	to	the	pressing	concern	of	environmental	degradation.	Like	the	ancient	Greeks,	we	face	an	uncertain	future	where	our	presence	is	no	longer	sustainable.	This	echoes	the	situation	depicted	in	The	Iliad,	where	both	sides	are	aware	that
their	world	will	soon	be	uninhabitable.	The	poem's	exploration	of	human	conflict	and	its	impact	on	the	natural	world	also	mirrors	our	own	struggles	with	climate	change.	The	image	of	Achilles	battling	the	landscape	itself,	as	when	he	chokes	the	rivers	with	bodies,	serves	as	a	powerful	metaphor	for	the	futility	of	war	and	the	damage	wrought	upon	the
environment.	This	resonates	with	our	current	wildfires	and	flooding	crises,	where	humans	are	seen	to	be	at	odds	with	nature.	The	Iliad's	timeless	themes	also	require	reevaluation	in	light	of	changing	cultural	values	and	perspectives.	A	new	translation	invites	readers	to	approach	the	poem	with	different	sensibilities,	allowing	for	fresh	insights	into	its
exploration	of	human	nature,	technology,	and	societal	pressures.	The	poem's	portrayal	of	anger	and	its	consequences	offers	a	nuanced	understanding	of	these	issues,	making	it	a	vital	work	for	our	contemporary	world.	The	poem	presents	various	models	of	masculinity,	each	representing	a	different	stage	or	characteristic,	from	Achilles'	rage	to	Priam's
aged	patriarchal	fear.	This	diversity	reflects	the	complexity	and	nuance	of	traditional	masculine	ideals.	The	speaker	believes	that	this	portrayal	is	why	the	poem	continues	to	resonate	with	audiences,	as	it	offers	valuable	insights	into	the	nature	of	masculinity	and	its	relationship	with	vulnerability.	The	poem	explores	the	tensions	between	competing
forms	of	masculinity,	highlighting	both	the	benefits	and	drawbacks	of	striving	for	greatness.	The	protagonist	suggests	that	being	a	man	often	involves	an	unattainable	idealization	of	oneself,	leading	to	isolation	and	conflict	within	communities	of	men.	However,	the	poem	also	offers	glimpses	of	alternative	models,	such	as	the	funeral	games	where	men
can	compete	in	various	skills	without	resorting	to	violence.	Moreover,	the	work	critiques	the	intertwined	concepts	of	mockery	and	fear	of	shame	within	honor	culture,	noting	that	these	emotions	fuel	the	desire	for	competition	and	recognition	on	the	battlefield.	The	speaker	argues	that	this	complex	interplay	between	traits	like	cunning,	bravery,	and
cleverness	contributes	to	the	human	experience	of	what	it	means	to	be	a	man.	at	gymnastics,	but	I've	just	speared	you'Facebook	page	or	message	us	on	Twitter.	“Wilson’s	Iliad	is	clear	and	brisk,	its	iambic	pentameter	a	zone	of	enchantment.”	—Ange	Mlinko,	London	Review	of	BooksThe	most	renowned	translator	of	our	time	has	masterfully	reimagined
the	greatest	literary	landmark	of	antiquity,	rendering	Homer's	epic	in	an	unparalleled	way.Emily	Wilson’s	translation	of	The	Odyssey	revolutionized	how	we	read	Homer	in	English	when	it	debuted	in	2017.	Now,	she	returns	with	an	equally	groundbreaking	rendition	of	Homer’s	other	masterpiece—the	revered	war	poem	that	roars	with	the	clamor	of
arms,	boastful	victories,	and	anguished	cries	of	war.	In	her	hands,	this	thrilling	tale	gallops	at	a	pace	fitting	its	legendary	battle	scenes,	conveyed	in	crisp	but	resonant	language	that	evokes	deep	pathos	and	reveals	palpably	real	characters—both	human	and	divine.	Emily	Wilson's	new	translation	of	Homer's	Iliad	has	been	hailed	as	a	triumph,	with
critics	praising	its	propulsive	pace	and	expressive	language.	Reviewers	have	noted	that	her	translation	captures	the	oral	nature	of	the	poem,	bringing	readers	into	the	world	of	ancient	Greece.	The	New	York	Times	described	it	as	"a	cultural	landmark"	that	will	change	how	Homer	is	read	in	English.	Wilson's	translation	has	been	praised	for	its	ability	to
convey	the	deep	pathos	and	emotional	complexity	of	the	original	poem.	It	has	been	called	a	"genuine	page-turner"	and	"masterful,	highly	readable	rendering"	of	the	Greek	classic.	The	book	has	received	numerous	accolades,	including	being	named	one	of	The	New	York	Times	100	Notable	Books	of	2023	and	A	Washington	Post	Best	Book	of	the	Year
2023.	Wilson's	translation	is	seen	as	a	culmination	of	her	decade-long	engagement	with	Homer's	poetry,	providing	a	complete	Homer	for	our	generation.	In	a	groundbreaking	2017	reimagining	that	captured	the	essence	of	an	ancient	poem	in	modern	language,	critics	hailed	it	as	"a	revelation"	(Susan	Chira,	New	York	Times)	and	"a	cultural	landmark"
(Charlotte	Higgins,	Guardian).	The	new	translation	by	Wilson	promises	to	revolutionize	how	Homer's	work	is	perceived	in	English.	This	time	around,	Wilson	tackles	Homer's	other	iconic	epic,	the	revered	war	poem	that	has	stood	the	test	of	time.	With	its	unbridled	energy,	the	Iliad	comes	alive	as	a	sweeping	tale	of	battles,	triumphs,	and	heart-
wrenching	losses.	Through	Wilson's	masterful	translation,	the	reader	is	immersed	in	a	world	where	gods	and	mortals	collide,	and	the	raw	emotion	of	war	is	palpable.	After	a	decade	of	delving	into	ancient	poetry,	Wilson's	Iliad	offers	a	fresh,	immersive	experience	that	brings	Homer's	masterpiece	to	life	for	a	new	generation.	The	book	is	accompanied
by	5	maps.
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