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James	bartley	swallowed	by	whale

Has	anyone	ever	been	swallowed	by	a	whale.		What	are	the	chances	of	being	swallowed	by	a	whale.		Did	james	bartley	get	swallowed	by	a	whale.		

Michael	Packard,	a	Cape	Cod	diver,	recently	experienced	an	incredible	encounter	with	a	humpback	whale.	While	most	media	outlets	referred	to	it	as	the	whale	"swallowing"	him,	this	description	is	inaccurate.	Humpbacks	have	esophagi	only	around	4-5	inches	in	diameter,	far	too	small	to	accommodate	a	diver	wearing	scuba	gear.	In	reality,	Mr.
Packard	was	promptly	regurgitated	by	the	whale	with	minor	injuries.	Interestingly,	humpback	whales	are	filter	feeders	that	consume	krill,	plankton,	and	small	fish.	Their	throats	are	simply	not	large	enough	to	swallow	a	human.	On	the	other	hand,	toothed	whales	like	sperm	whales	have	much	larger	esophagi,	capable	of	consuming	squid	or	humans
whole.	James	Bartley	is	said	to	have	been	swallowed	by	a	sperm	whale	during	a	whaling	expedition	in	the	late	19th	century.	According	to	the	account,	he	spent	36	hours	inside	the	whale	before	being	found	alive	and	with	bleached	skin.	However,	it	appears	that	this	tale	lacks	factual	basis.	Investigations	revealed	that	a	British	ship	called	The	Star	of
the	East	existed	at	the	time,	but	it	wasn't	involved	in	whaling.	Furthermore,	even	if	the	sperm	whale's	esophagus	could	accommodate	a	human,	the	four-chambered	stomach	would	likely	result	in	the	individual's	demise	due	to	crushing,	asphyxiation,	drowning,	or	digestive	juices.	What's	most	fascinating	is	how	readily	this	story	was	accepted	and
widely	repeated.	The	account	originated	in	American	newspapers	and	spread	globally	through	various	publications,	even	being	referenced	by	notable	authors	like	George	Orwell	and	Julian	Barnes.	The	enigmatic	tale	of	James	Bartley,	a	young	sailor	who	allegedly	survived	being	swallowed	by	a	sperm	whale,	has	captivated	audiences	for	centuries.
Cussler's	novel	Medusa	and	the	Voyage	to	the	Bottom	of	the	Sea	television	series	have	both	referenced	this	story,	which	has	become	an	enduring	part	of	sea	lore.	The	1891	news	report	in	the	St.	Louis	Globe	Democrat	tells	the	sensational	tale	of	Bartley	getting	swallowed	by	a	sperm	whale	and	being	spat	out	alive	after	15	hours	in	the	stomach,	where
he	was	subjected	to	corrosive	gastric	juice	that	left	him	blind	and	scathed.	The	story's	popularity	stems	from	its	ability	to	captivate	audiences	with	its	thrilling	narrative,	regardless	of	whether	it's	based	on	fact	or	fiction.	In	February	1891,	a	British	whaling	ship	named	Star	of	the	East	was	on	the	hunt	for	whales	when	James	Bartley	got	caught	in	a
struggle	between	his	boat	and	a	massive	sperm	whale.	The	harpooner	drove	his	weapon	deep	into	the	whale's	vitals,	causing	it	to	thrash	about	frantically.	As	the	crew	tried	to	rescue	the	survivors,	two	men	went	missing,	including	the	young	apprentice,	James	Bartley.	That	night,	the	ship	waited	anxiously	as	the	whale	carcass	rose	to	the	surface	mere
yards	away.	The	following	day,	the	crew	began	cutting	open	the	whale's	belly,	where	they	found	movement	inside.	Assuming	it	was	a	large	sea	animal	trapped	inside,	they	sliced	open	the	stomach	and	instead	discovered	Bartley,	who	had	allegedly	spent	15	hours	inside	the	whale's	digestive	system.	The	experience	left	him	with	permanent	damage:	his
skin	turned	a	deathly	white,	he	lost	his	hair,	and	he	became	nearly	blind.	It	took	two	weeks	for	him	to	recover	from	his	ordeal	and	another	month	before	he	could	speak	about	it.	Bartley	lived	for	18	more	years	before	dying	at	the	age	of	39,	with	a	tombstone	in	the	churchyard	at	Gloucester	inscribed	with	the	phrase	"A	Modem	Jonah."	While	this	tale
has	captivated	many,	its	authenticity	remains	questionable.	It	is	physically	impossible	for	a	person	to	survive	being	swallowed	by	a	whale	and	pass	through	its	esophagus	into	the	stomach.	A	sperm	whale's	stomach	is	an	unlikely	environment	for	human	survival,	with	four	chambers	filled	with	digestive	enzymes	and	no	air	present.	Despite	this,	the	idea
of	being	swallowed	by	a	whale	and	surviving	has	captured	public	imagination,	appearing	in	various	media	outlets	and	even	mentioned	by	notable	authors	like	George	Orwell.	However,	recent	investigations	have	revealed	that	there	was	no	such	event	as	James	Bartley	being	swallowed	by	a	sperm	whale.	A	historian	found	that	there	was	no	whaler
named	the	Star	of	the	East	with	a	crew	member	matching	Bartley's	description,	and	his	wife's	letter	denied	any	involvement	in	the	alleged	story.	If	a	post	is	abusive	or	doesn't	adhere	to	our	rules	and	regulations,	kindly	report	it	as	unacceptable.


