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Aya of Yop City series comprises the first three volumes. The graphic novels were written by Marguerite Abouet and illustrated by Clément Oubrerie. Originally published in France by Gallimard from 2005, the books have been translated into English and released by Drawn & Quarterly. Although not autobiographical, the story is inspired by Abouet's
life in Ivory Coast. She conceived the idea with the help of her friends who encouraged her to write stories from her childhood. The series depicts the everyday lives of Ivorian teenagers, offering a more realistic portrayal of African life than common representations. He goes to Aya for helpos since hes got a job fixin cars at his bosses shop, whos
gonna have to give it up soon cuz hes sick, but hes havnt got no skilz in readin and writin. So he aks Aya if shes good at teachin him the lettaz, and shes all like "sure thing!" cuz thats what she does for her friends and familee. But Aya's got some problems of her own, somethin her dad's been keepin from everyone for a long time, and its gonna ruin
her whole family if it gets out... Aya, an independent and driven individual, stands out among the other women in Yop City, who prioritize traditional roles over personal aspirations. Aya's pursuit of education and career exemplifies her desire for change and sets a high standard for others to follow. She represents a shift towards redefining women's
contributions to society, challenging the historical gender norms prevalent in Yop City. The characters in the book are introduced as family members with complementary roles, forming a distinct identity for Yop city's dwellers living in a post-colonial society. Issues that would normally be individual or family concerns become community-wide
problems. For instance, when Adjoua gets pregnant, the community rallies around her to offer support, showcasing the strong communal identity binding Yop City's inhabitants together. The artistic style used by Clément Oubrerie is expressive and melodramatic, with pencil strokes that often go beyond reality to convey strong emotions and give
characters a distinct personality. Bonaventure Sissoko is caricatured as a bully archetype, exaggerating his obnoxious personality for comic effect. In contrast, Oubrerie's settings are very realistic, accurately depicting the social and economic environment of post-colonial Ivory Coast in the 70s. The detailed backgrounds establish characterization in
the story. Bonaventure's pink mansion stands out among other houses like a sore thumb, just as his body towers over the other characters. The protagonist, Aya, is a sweet and humble girl connected to every character in some way. She helps out the entire community, supporting her friends and family, and always willing to help others. Characters
include Ignace, Aya's father who keeps his work life separate from his family life; Akissi and Fofana, Aya's younger siblings; Felicite, their maid who also takes care of Bobby and helps Adjoua with childcare; Fanta, Aya's mother who tends to the household chores and children. Adjoua is a young woman facing challenges, but supported by her
community. In the city of Yop, Adjoua's family life is marked by deception as she tells her family that Bobby, her child, is Moussa's son to secure a marriage with him. Throughout the story, Adjoua's lack of responsibility towards Bobby is highlighted, especially since Aya usually takes care of the child while Adjoua works at the market. The revelation
that Mamadou was actually Bobby's father sparks outrage among Hyacinte, Adjoua's father, and Korotoumou, her mother. They were both under the impression that Moussa was the father due to their desire for a family connection that would secure wealthier ties. This deception leads to disappointment in the community and embarrassment for the
entire family. The family dynamic is further complicated by Adjoua's brother, Albert, who keeps his secret relationship with another woman hidden from his family. He becomes defensive when questioned about her, further straining family relations. Bintou, a promiscuous woman seeking a more luxurious life, is introduced as someone consumed by
material possessions and money. Her confidence often blinds her to the realities of situations, leading to questionable decisions in pursuit of wealth and status. Her cousin, Herve, stands out for his hard work ethic, particularly in his role as a car mechanic. His desire to learn the alphabet shows a commitment to personal growth despite being
illiterate. On the other hand, Mamadou's character evolves as he searches for employment and begins to take responsibility towards Bobby, initially appearing irresponsible due to his past actions. The wealthy Moussa family is depicted with a strict father, Bonaventure Sissoko, who criticizes his son's carefree nature and encourages him to work hard.
However, Moussa's mother, Simone Sissoko, shows compassion for her son and advocates for understanding in their household dynamics. Gregoire is portrayed as a poor man desperate to appear wealthy by manipulating young women into having sex with him. He tricks Bintou into believing he is a rich French Parisian to gain an advantage over her.
Meanwhile, Ignace's secretary, Jeanne, keeps their secret affair hidden from others while she appears oblivious to his intentions, showcasing the complexities of relationships and deception within the community. Marguerite Abouet has strong connections with her main character, Aya, and shares experiences as a mother to two children. The story of
Aya and her family remains unknown to Jeanne and her role until the book's climax when she surprises them at their home. [1] Aya of Yop City received critical acclaim upon its debut, earning a Quill Award nomination for its unique portrayal of Africa as modern, friendly, and warm. The graphic novel was recognized with the Prize for First Album at
the 2006 Angouléme International Comics Festival. [8] This work stands out as one of the few African fiction stories in graphic novel form to gain international attention. In Abouet's native Ivory Coast, affordable book copies contributed to its immense popularity. The story was adapted into an animated film released in July 2013, co-directed and
written by Abouet and Oubrerie, produced by Autochenille Production. We use MD5 hashes to identify files on all indexed shadow libraries. A single file can appear in multiple libraries.



