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The	Hunger	Games:	The	Ballad	of	Songbirds	&	Snakes	is	a	2023	American	dystopian	action	film	directed	by	Francis	Lawrence	from	a	screenplay	by	Michael	Lesslie	and	Michael	Arndt.	When	Lucy	Gray,	District	12's	female	tribute,	pays	her	respects	at	the	Peacekeeper's	fallen	soldiers,	she	is	immediately	killed	by	them.	As	the	rebellion	begins	to
escalate,	bombs	explode	in	the	game	arena,	killing	several	tributes	and	mentors,	including	President	Snow's	son	Felix.	Coriolanus	saves	Lucy	Gray	from	debris,	giving	her	rat	poison	as	a	weapon	and	revealing	that	the	bombings	have	opened	new	hiding	places	in	the	arena.	The	next	day,	the	Games	begin	anew,	with	Lucy	Gray	surviving	the	initial
bloodbath	and	reuniting	with	Jessup,	District	12's	male	tribute.	During	the	last	round	of	the	Games,	genetically	modified	snakes	are	released	into	the	arena	as	revenge	for	Felix's	death.	With	Coriolanus'	help,	Lucy	Gray	avoids	being	bitten	and	wins	the	Games.	However,	Dean	Casca	Highbottom	accuses	Coriolanus	of	cheating,	revealing	a	handkerchief
dropped	into	the	snake	tank	to	recognize	Lucy	Gray's	scent	and	her	mother's	compact	filled	with	poison	which	Lucy	used.	As	a	result,	Highbottom	sentences	Coriolanus	to	20	years	as	a	Peacekeeper,	but	Coriolanus	bribes	an	officer	to	transfer	him	to	District	12.	In	District	12,	Coriolanus	reunites	with	Lucy	Gray,	and	they	soon	flee	north	together	after
witnessing	a	rebel's	execution.	At	a	small	cabin,	Coriolanus	finds	the	hidden	weapons	tying	him	to	Mayfair's	murder,	leading	him	to	abandon	them	in	the	lake.	Lucy	Gray's	characters	from	the	upcoming	prequel	film	include:	Tigris	-	played	by	Jason	Schwartzman	Casca	Highbottom	-	played	by	Peter	Dinklage	Sejanus	Plinth	-	played	by	Josh	Andrés
Rivera	Dr.	Volumnia	Gaul	-	played	by	Viola	Davis	Grandma'am	-	played	by	Fionnula	Flanagan	The	film's	length	was	initially	considered	daunting,	but	the	cast	and	crew	worked	efficiently	to	complete	it.	In	addition	to	directing,	Francis	Lawrence	would	serve	as	an	executive	producer.	Tom	Blyth	joined	the	project	in	May	2022,	taking	on	the	role	of	young
President	Snow,	while	Rachel	Zegler	played	his	protégée	Lucy	Gray	Baird.	Zegler	initially	turned	down	the	offer	but	later	changed	her	mind.	The	following	month,	Josh	Andrés	Rivera,	Hunter	Schafer,	Jason	Schwartzman,	and	Peter	Dinklage	were	cast.	The	film's	cast	continued	to	grow	throughout	June	and	July	2022	as	actors	took	on	various	roles	as
tributes	and	mentors.	Viola	Davis	joined	the	project	in	August	2022,	playing	Volumnia	Gaul,	the	head	gamemaker.	Filming	began	in	Wrocław,	Poland,	in	July	2022	and	concluded	in	Berlin,	Germany,	in	November	2022.	The	film's	soundtrack	features	songs	such	as	"The	Hanging	Tree"	and	"Pure	as	the	Driven	Snow,"	both	performed	by	Zegler.	The
official	soundtrack	was	released	on	November	17.	Composer	James	Newton	Howard	returned	to	score	the	film,	which	was	also	released	on	November	17.	To	promote	the	film	during	the	SAG-AFTRA	strike,	Lionsgate	obtained	an	interim	agreement.	The	Hunger	Games:	The	Ballad	of	Songbirds	&	Snakes	had	its	European	premiere	in	Berlin	and	world
premiere	at	the	BFI	IMAX	in	London.	The	film	was	released	in	Europe	on	November	16	and	globally	on	November	17.	It	was	later	released	digitally	and	via	VOD	on	December	19,	followed	by	a	physical	release	on	February	13,	2024.	The	Hunger	Games	prequel	earned	$349	million	worldwide,	with	$166.4	million	coming	from	the	United	States	and
Canada.	It	was	released	alongside	several	other	movies	in	its	opening	weekend,	which	projected	a	gross	of	around	$50	million.	Instead,	it	debuted	to	$44	million,	but	still	topped	the	box	office	despite	being	the	lowest-starting	film	in	the	franchise.	Over	time,	it	dropped	in	ranking,	finishing	second	for	three	weeks	behind	new	releases	like	Renaissance:
A	Film	by	Beyoncé	and	The	Boy	and	the	Heron.	On	review	aggregation	website	Rotten	Tomatoes,	64%	of	critics	gave	positive	reviews,	praising	its	cast	and	story,	but	criticizing	its	rushed	ending.	Metacritic	assigned	a	score	of	54	out	of	100	based	on	53	critics'	reviews,	indicating	mixed	or	average	opinions.	Audiences	polled	by	CinemaScore	gave	the
film	an	average	grade	of	"B+",	while	those	polled	by	PostTrak	gave	it	an	87%	positive	score.	Some	critics	viewed	the	movie	as	an	overwrought	snooze-fest,	but	others	argued	that	it	was	the	most	satisfying	entry	in	the	franchise.	The	movie	"The	Hunger	Games:	The	Ballad	of	Songbirds	&	Snakes"	failed	to	live	up	to	expectations	from	critics	and	fans
alike.	Many	feel	that	the	film's	energy	has	"expired",	implying	that	it's	too	late	to	introduce	new	elements	into	the	series.	Clarisse	Loughrey,	a	critic	from	The	Independent,	expressed	disappointment	with	the	movie,	stating	that	it	squandered	the	anger	in	Suzanne	Collins'	original	novel	and	diluted	its	most	iconic	villain.	The	film	was	nominated	for
several	awards,	including	an	Alliance	of	Women	Film	Journalists	Award,	an	Artios	Award,	a	Costume	Designers	Guild	Award,	and	a	Hollywood	Music	in	Media	Award.	However,	it	won	only	one	award	at	the	People's	Choice	Awards	for	Action	Movie	of	the	Year.	At	the	Saturn	Awards,	the	film	is	pending	in	several	categories,	including	Best	Science
Fiction	Film,	Best	Actor	in	a	Film,	Best	Younger	Actor	in	a	Film,	Best	Film	Music,	and	Best	Film	Costume	Design.	A	new	book	and	film	adaptation	of	The	Hunger	Games	series	are	in	the	works.	The	first	round	of	tributes	for	the	prequel,	"The	Ballad	of	Songbirds	and	Snakes,"	has	been	announced,	including	Tom	Blyth	as	young	President	Snow	and
Rachel	Zegler	as	Lucy	Gray	Baird.	The	movie	is	set	to	start	production	in	early	2022,	with	director	Francis	Lawrence	considered	splitting	the	film	into	two	parts.	Additionally,	Lionsgate	CEO	Joe	Drake	has	stated	that	there	are	more	stories	to	tell	within	the	Hunger	Games	universe,	with	Brendan	Morrow	reporting	on	a	potential	new	book	and	film
adaptation	titled	"Sunrise	on	the	Reaping."	The	prequel	novel	is	set	to	be	published	in	2020,	while	the	movie	adaptation	is	currently	in	production.	The	cast	for	the	prequel	has	also	been	expanding,	with	Fionnula	Flanagan	joining	the	ensemble.	The	film's	release	date	has	not	yet	been	announced,	but	it	is	expected	to	arrive	sometime	in	2023	or	later.
Sources	include	various	news	articles	and	interviews	with	industry	professionals,	including	Brendan	Morrow,	Anthony	D'Alessandro,	and	Joe	Drake.	The	Hunger	Games:	The	Ballad	of	Songbirds	and	Snakes	has	added	new	cast	members,	including	Josh	Andres	Rivera,	Rachel	Zegler,	Hunter	Schafer,	Jason	Schwartzman,	Peter	Dinklage,	and	Viola	Davis.
The	prequel	is	set	to	explore	the	early	days	of	Coriolanus	Snow	and	his	rise	to	power.	The	Hunger	Games:	The	Ballad	of	Songbirds	&	Snakes	has	been	making	waves	in	the	entertainment	industry.	Here	are	some	key	updates:	*	A	soundtrack	from	James	Newton	Howard	was	released,	featuring	the	first	track	from	the	movie.	*	The	film	received	an
interim	agreement	from	SAG-AFTRA,	allowing	it	to	proceed	with	production.	*	The	movie	premiered	worldwide	and	received	positive	reviews	from	fans	and	critics	alike.	*	It	has	been	reported	that	the	film's	success	could	lead	to	more	sequels	in	the	Hunger	Games	franchise.	*	The	digital	streaming	date	for	The	Ballad	of	Songbirds	&	Snakes	was
revealed,	as	well	as	its	4K,	Blu-ray,	and	DVD	release	dates.	*	The	movie	is	expected	to	have	a	significant	box	office	opening,	with	some	estimates	suggesting	it	could	reach	$100	million	or	more	worldwide.	*	The	film	has	maintained	its	top	spot	at	the	box	office	over	the	Thanksgiving	stretch,	beating	expectations	and	other	releases	such	as	Disney's
Wish.	Note:	I've	removed	the	citations	and	references	to	specific	dates,	as	they	are	not	relevant	to	a	paraphrased	version	of	the	text.	The	Hollywood	box	office	has	slowed	down	over	Christmas,	with	movies	like	Aquaman	2	and	Wonka	performing	modestly.	The	Hunger	Games	prequel,	Ballad	of	Songbirds	&	Snakes,	received	mixed	reviews	from	critics,
with	some	calling	it	"strenuously	uninteresting"	while	others	praised	it	as	a	strong	addition	to	the	franchise.	The	movie	has	been	nominated	for	several	awards,	including	the	EDA	Awards	and	the	Casting	Society	Artios	Awards.	Despite	this,	the	film's	performance	at	the	box	office	was	underwhelming,	earning	around	$17	million	in	its	opening	weekend.
The	Hunger	Games:	The	Ballad	of	Songbirds	&	Snakes	received	numerous	awards	and	nominations.	It	was	officially	released	on	January	18,	2024.	^	Hipes,	Patrick	(December	5,	2024).	"'Dune:	Part	Two',	'Fallout'	Lead	Saturn	Awards	Nominations".	Deadline.	Archived	from	the	original	on	December	5,	2024.	Retrieved	December	8,	2024.	^	"Set
Decorators	Society	of	America	Announces	Nominees	for	SDSA	Awards	Film	2023".	Below	the	Line.	January	5,	2024.	Archived	from	the	original	on	January	5,	2024.	Retrieved	January	23,	2024.	^	"NOMINEES	ANNOUNCED	FOR	5TH	ANNUAL	SCL	AWARDS".	Society	of	Composers	And	Lyricists.	December	21,	2023.	Archived	from	the	original	on
December	21,	2023.	Retrieved	January	23,	2024.	The	novel	received	praise	for	its	unique	perspective	on	the	Hunger	Games	universe.	It	was	a	New	York	Times	and	USA	Today	Bestseller.	Praise	for	The	Ballad	of	Songbirds	and	Snakes	included	comments	from	various	publications	such	as	The	Associated	Press,	The	New	York	Times,	Time,	Vox,
Washington	Post,	People,	MSN,	Slate,	Polygon,	and	more.	These	reviews	praised	the	novel's	ability	to	provide	an	apocalyptic	escape,	its	exploration	of	themes	such	as	privilege,	violence,	war,	friendship,	betrayal,	authority,	and	oppression,	and	its	portrayal	of	complex	characters.	A	gripping	narrative	with	unexpected	plot	turns	and	a	propulsive	pace
makes	this	story's	intricate	themes	–	vulnerability,	abuse,	personal	responsibility,	and	power	dynamics	–	vivid	and	relatable.	This	trilogy	has	garnered	widespread	acclaim	for	its	masterful	storytelling,	blending	elements	of	fantasy,	romance,	and	political	intrigue.	Fans	praise	the	series	for	its	thought-provoking	commentary	on	complex	issues,	while
critics	commend	the	author's	ability	to	craft	a	suspenseful	narrative	that	keeps	readers	on	the	edge	of	their	seats.


