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The Art of the Exchange Sacrifice Tigran Petrosian, the ninth world chess champion, was a deep thinker whose exceptional strategic feeling and vision made him a legendary exponent of the art of the exchange sacrifice. The author, Vassilios Kotronias, presents 36 games by Petrosian that exemplify his artistic approach to positional exchange
sacrifices. Tigran Petrosian was a renowned Soviet-Armenian chess grandmaster, born on June 17, 1929, in Tiflis, Georgia. He became the ninth World Chess Champion from 1963 to 1969 and was nicknamed "Iron Tigran" for his defensive playing style that prioritized safety above all else. Petrosian is often credited with popularizing chess in Armenia
and was a candidate for the World Chess Championship eight times. Throughout his career, Petrosian won the Soviet Championship four times: in 1959, 1961, 1969, and 1975. He successfully defended his World Championship title against Boris Spassky in 1966 but lost it to Spassky in 1969. Despite this, he remained a dominant force in chess for
over two decades. Petrosian's personal life was marked by challenges, including being orphaned during World War II and struggling with hearing loss throughout his life. In an interview, he recalled the difficulties of sweeping streets as a young boy to earn a living, which eventually led to health issues and a year-long absence from school. Tigran
Petrosian passed away on August 13, 1984, at the age of 55 in Moscow, leaving behind a legacy as one of the greatest chess players of all time. Tiflis Palace of Pioneers under Archil Ebralidze had a significant impact on Tigran Petrosian's early development as a chess player. He acquired knowledge from Chess Praxis by Aron Nimzowitsch and The Art
of Sacrifice in Chess by Rudolf Spielmann, which greatly influenced his playing style. Jose Capablanca was another key figure, shaping Petrosian's approach at a young age. As a result, he developed solid positional openings like the Caro-Kann Defence. Petrosian began competing in chess tournaments at 12 and rapidly rose through the ranks. He
became a Candidate Master by 1946 after defeating visiting grandmaster Salo Flohr and winning several championships. However, his progress slowed down in the mid-1950s. Despite consistently good results, Petrosian's lack of ambition to improve or challenge for World Champion status led to disappointment among fans and chess authorities.
Petrosian, a Soviet chess player, initially thought to be out of contention for victory after the first 15 rounds of the tournament. Only Botvinnik and Smyslov were considered strong contenders at that time. However, Petrosian's approach changed after his impressive performance in the 1957 USSR Championship where he won seven games and drew
10, despite finishing seventh overall. This newfound confidence led him to win his first USSR Championship title in 1959, followed by a victory over Paul Keres later that year. He continued to excel, winning another Soviet title in 1961 and qualifying for the Candidates Tournament in 1962. Petrosian's consistent play helped him secure a spot at the
Candidates Tournament again in 1964, where he earned the right to challenge Mikhail Botvinnik for the World Chess Championship title. In preparation for this high-stakes match, Petrosian focused on physical fitness and endurance, recognizing that these factors could become crucial in a long match against an opponent much older than him. He
tried to make his opponent slip up and then exploit that weakness. Petrosian won against Botvinnik with a score of 5-2 and 15 draws, securing the World Champion title.[19] After becoming champion, he pushed for a chess newspaper to be published across all Soviet Union, not just Moscow, which became known as 64.[20] He studied at Yerevan
State University, writing his thesis in 1968 on "Chess Logic, Some Problems of the Logic of Chess Thought".[15] In 1966, three years after becoming champion, he faced a challenge from Boris Spassky. Petrosian defended his title by winning instead of drawing, a feat not achieved since Alexander Alekhine defeated Efim Bogoljubov in 1934.[22]
However, Spassky won against him in 1969 with a score of 12%2-10%. Petrosian and Viktor Korchnoi had a long-standing feud that started at least from their match in 1974 where Korchnoi led after five games. Their matches became increasingly bitter, with the two refusing to shake hands or talk to each other. They even requested separate facilities
for eating and going to the toilet. Petrosian lost his position as editor of Russia's largest chess magazine, 64, due to his reluctance to attack. People criticized him for lacking courage, but Botvinnik defended him saying he only attacked when secure and that his strength was in defense.[23] Some of his notable later victories were at Lone Pine in 1976
and the 1979 Paul Keres Memorial tournament where he scored 12/16 without losing, ahead of many other great players. He shared first place with others in the Rio de Janeiro Interzonal in 1979 and came second in Tilburg in 1981, just half a point behind Alexander Beliavsky. His last notable victory was against the young Garry Kasparov.[24]
Petrosian lived most of his life in Moscow, moving to an apartment on Pyatnitskaya Street in the 1960s and 1970s. He married Rona Yakovlevna in 1952,[26][27] a Russian Jew born in Kiev, Ukraine who was an English language graduate from the Moscow Institute of Foreign Languages.[11] Vasily Petrosian was a renowned chess player who passed
away on August 13, 1984, due to stomach cancer in Moscow. He is buried at the Armenian section of the Vostryakovsky cemetery. Petrosian had two sons with his first wife, Rona, and enjoyed various hobbies such as football, backgammon, and gardening. Petrosian died partially deaf and wore a hearing aid during his matches, which occasionally led
to amusing situations. On one occasion, he offered Svetozar Gligori¢ a draw, but later won the game without even responding to the offer due to his hearing aid being switched off. Despite his poor hearing, Petrosian was an avid fan of classical music and attended concerts regularly. He worked on a set of chess-related lectures and articles before his
death, which were published posthumously. In 2005, Armenia issued a stamp in honor of his 75th birthday anniversary, and a monument was opened in Yerevan in 2006. Petrosian's impressive chess career includes ten consecutive appearances in the Soviet Olympiad teams from 1958 to 1978, earning him nine team gold medals, one team silver
medal, and six individual gold medals. His overall performance is remarkable, with an impressive win-loss record of +78—-1=50 (79.8 percent) out of 129 games played. Tigran Petrosian: A Master of Defense Tigran Petrosian's impressive chess career was marked by his exceptional defensive skills and ability to avoid defeat. The Armenian
grandmaster won eight team gold medals, four board gold medals, and held the record for the longest unbeaten streak in tournament play. Petrosian's playing style was characterized as conservative, cautious, and highly defensive. He focused on preventing his opponent's offensive capabilities rather than utilizing his own attacking chances. This
approach often led to draws, particularly against opponents who preferred to counterattack. Despite this, Petrosian's mastery of defense made him extremely difficult to defeat. He was undefeated at the 1952 and 1955 Interzonals and held a remarkable record of not losing a single tournament game in 1962. His consistent ability to avoid defeat
earned him the nickname "Iron Tigran." Petrosian preferred playing closed openings that did not commit his pieces to any particular plan. As black, he excelled at the Sicilian Defence and French Defence, while as white, he often employed the English Opening. He was known for moving the same piece multiple times in a few moves, confusing his
opponents and threatening draws by threefold repetition in the endgame. Petrosian's achievements are a testament to his exceptional chess skills, which earned him recognition from the chess community and future world champions. Petrosian's style of play was characterized by his preference for knights over bishops, a trait influenced by Aron
Nimzowitsch. Metaphors have been used to describe him as an eel that can't be grasped, a centipede hiding in the shadows, or a python slowly suffocating its opponents. His style was seen as "ultraconservative" and unexciting by some, but others praised his ability to foresee danger and avoid defeat. Despite not scoring many victories, Petrosian
excelled in matches, often relying on an attacking, sacrificial style. He popularized the "positional exchange sacrifice," sacrificing a rook for long-term advantages rather than focusing on immediate gains. This innovative approach allowed him to uncover hidden resources that others overlooked. The Petrosian System is a popular chess opening
variation developed by Tigran Petrosian. It begins with the moves: 1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 Bg7 4.e4 d6 5.Nf3 0-0 6.Be2 e5 7.d5. This system closes the center early in the game, creating opportunities for White to launch a kingside attack. Black can respond with various moves, including playing ...Qe8 or ...h6, though the latter weakens their kingside
pawn structure. Grandmasters Paul Keres and Leonid Stein developed different responses to this variation, while Petrosian himself developed another system against 1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nf3 b6 4.a3. This was later employed by Garry Kasparov in 1980 to defeat several grandmasters. The Petrosian Variation is still considered one of the most pressing
variations, with a significant score in Master games. Tigran Petrosian was highly respected by his peers for his logical and principled approach to chess. In fact, Yasser Seirawan recalled that whenever Petrosian spoke during tournament analysis sessions, everyone would fall silent in respect. Petrosian is often compared to Warne Marsh, another
chess player known for his calm and subtle style. However, Levon Aronian noted that this style belied a deeper level of cunning and strategy. Despite being hailed as a Russian, Petrosian was actually born and educated in Armenia. He would later say that when he traveled abroad, people often mistakenly referred to him as Russian due to his Soviet
nationality. In Armenia, chess is considered the national sport, and grandmasters like Petrosian are celebrated as national heroes. The media coverage of Petrosian's life and career has been extensive, with many articles and interviews highlighting his achievements and personality. Petrosian was married in 1952 to Rone Yakovleva, and he passed
away in Moscow in 1984 at the age of 75. His legacy as a chess champion continues to be celebrated, particularly in Armenia where he is remembered as one of the greatest players of all time. Interestingly, Petrosian's adopted son has spoken about how his mother encouraged him to pursue a career in chess, which ultimately led to his becoming
world champion. Tigran Petrosian was a renowned Armenian chess player who lived from 1929 to 1984. He was a world champion and one of the greatest players in history. Born in Thilisi, Georgia, Petrosian learned to play chess at a young age and quickly became skilled. In his early career, he faced some tough opponents, including Samuel
Reshevsky, but consistently performed well. Petrosian's playing style was known for its strategic depth and attention to detail. He developed the "Petrosian System" in the King's Indian Defense, which became a popular choice among chess players. His games were often marked by subtle combinations and clever use of pawn structure. In 1963,
Petrosian won the World Chess Championship against Mikhail Botvinnik, becoming the first non-Soviet player to hold the title since the 1930s. He defended his title in 1966 against Tigran Vartanovich but lost the rematch in 1970. Despite this setback, Petrosian remained a dominant force in chess and continued to play at a high level until his
retirement. Throughout his career, Petrosian was known for his dedication to chess and his commitment to developing the game in Armenia. He played in many international tournaments and participated in several world championship matches. His legacy as one of the greatest players of all time has endured long after his retirement from competitive
chess. Petrosian's contributions to chess extend beyond his playing career. He was a strong advocate for women's chess and helped to popularize the game among girls and women in Armenia. In recognition of his achievements, Petrosian was awarded several honors, including the title of Hero of Socialist Labor. Today, Tigran Petrosian is
remembered as one of the greatest chess players of all time. His strategic style and dedication to the game continue to inspire new generations of chess enthusiasts around the world. Players and Their Best Games by Dover Publications pp 92-108 ISBN 0-486-28674-6 Clarke P.H. Tigran Petrosian - Master of Defence: Petrosian's Best Games 1946-63
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