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The	upcoming	10th	edition	of	the	Massachusetts	Building	Code,	known	as	780	CMR,	is	set	to	introduce	significant	updates.	These	include	provisions	for	the	construction	of	tall	mass	timber	structures,	specific	allowances	for	laboratory	suites,	the	incorporation	of	energy	storage	systems,	and	the	requirement	for	integrated	testing	of	fire	protection	and
life	safety	systems.	

These	include	provisions	for	the	construction	of	tall	mass	timber	structures,	specific	allowances	for	laboratory	suites,	the	incorporation	of	energy	storage	systems,	and	the	requirement	for	integrated	testing	of	fire	protection	and	life	safety	systems.	These	modifications	align	with	the	2021	International	Building	Code	and	the	2019	NFPA	72,	alongside
specific	amendments	tailored	for	Massachusetts.	The	Healey	Administration	sanctioned	the	draft	of	the	10th	edition	on	December	11,	2023,	paving	the	way	for	public	consultations.	The	schedule	for	these	sessions	is	as	follows:	an	in-person	meeting	on	February	14,	2024,	at	the	Reggie	Lewis	Track	and	Athletic	Center	in	Boston;	a	virtual	meeting	on
February	21,	2024;	and	another	in-person	meeting	on	February	28,	2024,	at	the	Springfield	Technical	Community	College.	These	forums	will	allow	for	oral	and	written	input	from	stakeholders.	Comments	can	also	be	directed	to	the	Board	of	Building	Regulations	and	Standards	via	email	or	post,	with	a	deadline	set	for	March	6,	2024.	Subsequent	BBRS
meetings	are	planned	for	March	12,	April	9,	and	May	14.	While	the	exact	date	for	the	formal	adoption	of	the	10th	edition	is	not	confirmed,	it	is	expected	that	the	Board's	vote	will	likely	take	place	in	April,	with	official	promulgation	by	the	Secretary	of	State	anticipated	in	late	spring	or	early	summer.	For	those	interested	in	the	specifics	of	the
'Massachusetts	Building	Code	10th	Edition,'	these	updates	reflect	a	commitment	to	modernizing	building	practices	and	enhancing	safety	measures.	
The	public	hearings	and	comment	period	offer	a	transparent	process	for	the	adoption	of	these	regulations.	The	Massachusetts	State	Building	Code's	10th	edition	draft	was	made	public	by	the	Governor's	Office	on	December	11,	2023.	The	next	phase	involves	public	hearings,	which	are	expected	to	commence	in	the	week	of	January	29,	2024.	The
specific	dates	and	locations	for	these	hearings,	which	will	occur	weekly	and	include	both	in-person	sessions	in	Boston	and	Springfield,	as	well	as	virtual	meetings,	will	be	announced.	The	Building	Officials	and	Code	Administrators	(BOCC)	are	updating	their	forms,	and	the	Building	Officials	Credit	Committee	(BOCC)	has	reported	that	continuing
education	credits	will	be	revised	by	January	19,	2024.	
Additionally,	three	positions	on	the	Board	of	Building	Regulations	and	Standards	(BBRS)	are	currently	open,	seeking	a	Local	Fire	Chief,	a	Mechanical	Engineer,	and	an	Expert	in	Commercial	Energy	Efficiency.	The	tentative	hearing	dates	for	the	10th	edition	are	set	for	February	14	and	28	in	person,	with	the	location	to	be	determined,	and	a	virtual
session	on	February	21.	The	hearings	are	scheduled	to	start	at	10	AM.	Updates	and	links	to	the	proposed	draft,	along	with	reports	from	the	Inspectors	Continuing	Education	Subcommittee	and	BBRS	votes,	are	available.	
It	is	important	to	note	that	the	application	of	the	information	provided	is	at	the	user's	discretion,	and	Code	Red	Consultants	is	not	liable	for	its	use.	Since	codes	and	standards	evolve,	consulting	with	registered	design	professionals	is	advised	to	ensure	the	correct	application	of	the	Massachusetts	building	code	10th	edition	to	specific	projects.	
The	accuracy	of	the	information	may	vary	due	to	changes	over	time	and	differences	in	enforcement	and	interpretation	by	local	authorities.	The	Massachusetts	Building	Code	10th	Edition	is	currently	undergoing	a	review	process	involving	various	departments.	A	subcommittee	has	been	established	to	focus	on	training	for	Building	Officials	as	per	the
Massachusetts	General	Laws	Chapter	143,	Section	97,	with	a	report	due	in	September.	The	10th	Edition	is	advancing	through	stages,	with	discussions	on	the	public	hearing	process	and	the	necessity	for	a	45-day	notice	prior	to	the	commencement	of	hearings.	The	hearings	are	planned	to	take	place	in	Boston,	Springfield,	and	one	virtual	session	over
three	weeks,	followed	by	a	one-week	period	for	public	comments	after	the	final	hearing.	The	Building	Code	Coordinating	Committee	(BCCC)	initiated	the	progression	of	the	10th	Edition	on	January	26,	2023.	This	was	in	accordance	with	Governor	Baker's	Executive	Order	562,	which	mandates	a	regulatory	review	by	the	Accounting	and	Finance
Department.	Following	this	review,	a	45-day	notice	will	be	issued	for	the	public	hearing.	The	Board	of	Building	Regulations	and	Standards	(BBRS)	is	required	to	reassess	the	building	code	every	five	years,	as	stated	in	MGL	c.	143,	section	94(h).	The	discussion	also	covered	the	potential	timing	and	process	for	the	next	edition	of	the	code,	weighing	the
advantages	and	disadvantages	of	adopting	a	3-year	or	6-year	cycle	to	align	with	the	International	Code	Council	(ICC)	promulgation	schedule.	The	anticipated	effective	date	for	the	promulgation	of	the	10th	Edition	is	January	2024,	barring	any	changes	by	Governor	Healey.	The	staff	is	currently	following	the	EO	562	process	for	this	advancement.	The
official	website	for	the	Commonwealth	of	Massachusetts,	which	uses	the	.mass.gov	domain,	ensures	that	all	shared	information	is	secure	and	official.	The	website's	use	of	HTTPS	certificates	and	the	presence	of	a	lock	icon	indicate	a	secure	connection	to	the	official	site,	where	sensitive	information	can	be	safely	exchanged.	The	**Massachusetts
Building	Code	10th	Edition**	is	a	comprehensive	set	of	regulations	developed	by	the	Board	of	Building	Regulations	and	Standards	(BBRS).	
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stages,	with	discussions	on	the	public	hearing	process	and	the	necessity	for	a	45-day	notice	prior	to	the	commencement	of	hearings.	The	hearings	are	planned	to	take	place	in	Boston,	Springfield,	and	one	virtual	session	over	three	weeks,	followed	by	a	one-week	period	for	public	comments	after	the	final	hearing.	The	Building	Code	Coordinating
Committee	(BCCC)	initiated	the	progression	of	the	10th	Edition	on	January	26,	2023.	This	was	in	accordance	with	Governor	Baker's	Executive	Order	562,	which	mandates	a	regulatory	review	by	the	Accounting	and	Finance	Department.	Following	this	review,	a	45-day	notice	will	be	issued	for	the	public	hearing.	The	Board	of	Building	Regulations	and
Standards	(BBRS)	is	required	to	reassess	the	building	code	every	five	years,	as	stated	in	MGL	c.	143,	section	94(h).	The	discussion	also	covered	the	potential	timing	and	process	for	the	next	edition	of	the	code,	weighing	the	advantages	and	disadvantages	of	adopting	a	3-year	or	6-year	cycle	to	align	with	the	International	Code	Council	(ICC)
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The	anticipated	effective	date	for	the	promulgation	of	the	10th	Edition	is	January	2024,	barring	any	changes	by	Governor	Healey.	The	staff	is	currently	following	the	EO	562	process	for	this	advancement.	The	official	website	for	the	Commonwealth	of	Massachusetts,	which	uses	the	.mass.gov	domain,	ensures	that	all	shared	information	is	secure	and
official.	The	website's	use	of	HTTPS	certificates	and	the	presence	of	a	lock	icon	indicate	a	secure	connection	to	the	official	site,	where	sensitive	information	can	be	safely	exchanged.	The	**Massachusetts	Building	Code	10th	Edition**	is	a	comprehensive	set	of	regulations	developed	by	the	Board	of	Building	Regulations	and	Standards	(BBRS).	It
incorporates	international	model	codes	along	with	modifications	specific	to	Massachusetts.	The	BBRS	is	committed	to	maintaining	the	code's	relevance	by	integrating	the	latest	advancements	in	technology	and	knowledge,	ensuring	the	code	evolves	as	necessary.	Detailed	information	on	these	revisions	and	access	to	the	model	codes	can	be	found
within	this	document.	The	Massachusetts	State	Building	Code	(MSBC)	is	organized	into	two	primary	volumes	for	ease	of	use:	-	The	**Residential	Volume**	governs	the	construction	and	design	of	one-	and	two-family	dwellings,	townhouses	not	exceeding	three	stories,	and	their	associated	structures.	-	The	**Base	Volume**	addresses	all	other	types	of
buildings	not	included	in	the	Residential	Volume.	For	individuals	interested	in	obtaining	the	complete	and	official	version	of	the	building	code,	instructions	are	available	in	the	"What	You	Need	to	Know"	section	under	the	heading	"Get	an	Official	Copy	of	the	Building	Codes".


