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home. The house itself, builtin 1902 in historic Montclair, is only four blocks from
Scott Hamling’s childhood home.

Afireplace made of recycled bricks is the centerpiece that divides the outdoor
living and dining areas of the backyard of Scott and Kirsten Hamling's east Denver

Truly great outdoors

Family buys dream house, creates dreamy backyard &%

By Karen Mitchell/Special to the Rocky m Photos by Ellen Jaskol/Rocky Mountain News

ho says you can't go home

again? Denver native and real

estate appraiser Scott Hamling
came full circle when he bought a 1902
storybook American farmhouse.

It's a classic dream house; a two-sto-
ry, brick and shingled affair with an invit-
ing parch wrapped around it like a sash.
In front, where a driveway cuts through
hefty lilac bushes, the house is framed
by gardens flowing along flagstane
walkways.

In back, a spectacular space de-
signed by landscape architect Wendy
Booth, Ivy Street Design Group Inc., Den-
ver, recently netted an Award of Excel-
lence from the Asscciated Landscape
Contractors of Colorado. (To view all
winning projects go to alcc.com.)

The space serves dual purposes. It
provides the perfect setting for the
large-scale entertaining that Scott Ham-
ling and his wife, Traction Communica-
tions owner Kirsten Hamling, love to do.

And it S;e:ahtes a backdrop for family When the Hamlings moved into the
ti!ne wi eir three daughters: Mad- table’s steel trough that can farmhouse, they wanted to redesign the
die, 16; McKenna, 7; and Ryann, 4. also hold ice, wine or beer. underutilized backyard to suit their ac-

Outdoor dining and living rooms, sep-
arated by a massive fireplace, detine
the entertainment areas. The living
room is furnished with teak pieces from
Barlow Tyrie. The showpiece is an enor-
mous concrete dining table that can
seat a dozenor more, or be used asa buf-
fet table, with a stainless steel trough
running through it for candles, ice, wine
or beer.

The 3,000-square-foot farmhouse, sit-
uated on a corner lot of about 17,000
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Candles floatin a concrete

square feet, is located in historic Mont-
clair, developed by Baron Walter von
Richthofen and regarded as Denver's
first suburban neighborhood.

Scott grew up only four blocks from
the farmhouse, which previously be-
longed to Steve and Susie Helbig, close
friends of his parents, Mark and JoAnn
Hamling.

To see a slide show of more photos from the Hamlings' backyard, go to

RockyMountainNews.com/extras.

“ have a lot of memories of playing in
the farmhouse yard and running around
here with other kids,” he says.

After college in Arizona and Califor-
nia, Scott returned to Montclair with his
wife, a California native, and settled in
toraise afamily.

“In 2000, we were looking for a bigger
house when the Helbigs called to give us
the first shot at the farmhouse, which
had become too big for them,” Scott
says. “Wejumpedatit.”

The Hamlings updated the farm-
house to their tastes, adding new slab
granite counters and appliances to the
kitchen, and painting the dining room,
original to the house, adramatic red.

“During a Denver Histaric Home Tour,
forwhich we opened our house, a family
came by to see it," Scott says. “They
were from out of town but had lived
here before the Helbigs owned it, and
they shared stories of growing up in the

house.”

tive lifestyle. Friend and longtime land-
scape contractor Haul ligne recom-
mended Booth.

Under her design, Tighe built the com-
plete landscape, fireplace, concrete ta-
ble {(with the trough from Broomfield
Sheet Metal), brick patio and pavers,
and handled electrical installation,

“Scottand Kirstenwanted thistobea
great place to entertain and to live {n as

Flip to OUTDOOR on page 4

home. The outdoor space provides two entertainment areas.
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a family,” says Booth, who teaches
landscape design at Front Range
Community College. “They were
open to ideas which made it fun. As
in any remodel we had to work
around some trees, and an existing
deck, and a budget that was not un-
limited, although generous.”

Almost all garden design tradi-
tions come from landscapes in
which the default condition is “tree-
eovered,” she says.

“Here in the West, it's an open
prairie, so adapting those traditions
Is a fun challenge. The Hamling
house has such a traditional Mid-
western feel that there was no ques-
tion that the landscape had to feel
traditional, too.”

Boothdesigned a south-facing liv-
ing room patio and a dining room pa-
fio to the north of it, separated by a
two-sided fireplace. Paths through
a perennial garden lead to an inti-
mate seating area with a fish pond.

The overriding design element is
eomplete symmetry, on an axis with
the fireplace. The yard is screened
on two sides with trees, affording
privacy.

“Historic brick was used for the
fireplace, and we installed tumbled
tlay pavers with a Colorado rose
flagstone border,” Booth says.

The ALCC award was particularly R . . ]
meaningful because it recognizes An inviting and spacious front porch wraps the Hamling family’s brick
excellence and innovation inavery  and shingled home in east Denver. The house builtin 1902, top right,
compeétitive industry, she says.

“Winning for the Hamling resi-
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maintains its charm. Right, the family — clockwise from top: Kirsten,
Maddie, McKenna, Ryann and Scott — poses on the porch.

dence was agood opportunity to cel- “Historic
ebrate a team effort as client, archi- H
tect and contractor because it takes brick was
ateam,” she says. used for the
The Hamlings, Booth said, have
doneagreat job maintaining the gar- ﬁreplace,
den.
“They have the dedication it and we
takes to know that a garden is a liv- ' installed
ing work of art,” she says. “They
have infused their garden with per- tumbled
sonality and warmth. clay pavers
witha
Colorado
| rose
flagstone
border.”
Wendy Booth,
landscape architect
i Paths
through
perennials
4 Atwo-sided fireplace . leadtoa
separates and links the seating area
dining and living areas. and fish pond.
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He or she should be famil- can be more madest,
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dropin the bucket com-
pared withinstallation
costs. The costs for hard-
scape projects — walls,
patios, waterand fire




