
 
 
 

 

 
 

Public Safety Commission Meeting 
August 24, 2023, 10:00 a.m. 

6100 Guadalupe, Building E 

Austin, TX 78752 

Summary 
(This report represents a summary of events of the meeting, 

and is not necessarily complete nor an exact transcript of testimony.) 
 

The Public Safety Commission convened as posted to consider and take formal action, if 

necessary, on the following agenda items: 

 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

10:00 am – Chairman Steven Mach called the meeting to order. In attendance: Chairman Steve 
Mach, Commissioner Nelda Blair, Commissioner Larry B. Long and Commissioner Wainwright. 
Commissioner Stodghill was not in attendance. A quorum was present. Also present were Deputy 
Director Freeman Martin, Lieutenant Colonel Dwight Mathis, Lieutenant Colonel Jeoff Williams and 
General Counsel Phil Adkins.  

 
II. INVOCATION 

Chaplain Jonna Hendricks gave the invocation. 

 
III. PLEDGES 

Trooper Danielle Garrett led the meeting in the Pledge of Alliance and the Texas Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

 
IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by Commissioner Blair to approve the minutes from the June 8, 2023, Public 
Safety Commission Meeting and seconded by Commissioner Stodghill. The motion passed. 



 
V. PRESENTATIONS 

(The DPS Public Information Office provided the following information from today’s meeting.) 
 

DEPARTMENTAL SERVICE AWARDS 
The following employees were presented a certificate in recognition their years of service and accomplishment with the 
Texas Department of Public Safety:  
 

                   30 YEAR SERVICE AWARD                           45 YEAR SERVICE AWARD            

               
                                  • David Crook (CID)                                                       • Kenneth Pittman (TOD)  

 

DIRECTOR’S CITATION: 
 
            James McCoy (THP)  
 
On May 10, 2022, Trooper Tyler McCoy was assisting the Lee County 
Sheriff’s Office in the search for a suspect who had an outstanding warrant 
for “Sexual Assault of a Child.” Late in the evening, based on information 
received regarding a possible location of the fugitive, Trooper McCoy met 
Lee County Sheriff’s Deputies at a residence in Dime Box. As they 
approached the house, Trooper McCoy had a partial view inside the rear of 
the residence and observed a male subject standing inside. Lee County 
Sheriff’s Office Lieutenant Jordan Mastronardi had been questioning a 
female at the residence about the occupants in the house. This female 
denied the suspect was in the residence. Mastronardi decided to make an 
entry into the house with McCoy as backup. After only a few steps into the 
house, gunshots erupted, and McCoy observed the suspect peaking around 

the corner of the hallway, holding a handgun. Trooper McCoy heard Mastronardi yell and then fire his duty weapon. 
Trooper McCoy raised his rifle and fired at the suspect through the corner of the wall, which was the only shot available 
to McCoy. While firing, McCoy backed up two or three steps to provide cover for Mastronardi and allow him to exit the 
house. As soon as additional officers were able to provide cover, McCoy began treating Mastronardi, who had been 
struck just below his left collarbone. While treating this wound, McCoy located an additional gunshot wound which he 
also treated, all while comforting and calming Lieutenant Mastronardi and handling communications with incoming EMS 
personnel. Even though the status of the suspect was unknown, Trooper McCoy continued to administer first aid to 
Lieutenant Mastronardi until he was able to be safely removed from the scene and transported for additional medical 
treatment.  
In recognition of his decisive and professional response to a life-threatening situation, Trooper James McCoy is hereby 
awarded the Director’s Citation.  
 



LIFESAVING AWARD:  
 

        Charles Combs (CID)  
 
On May 4, 2022, Special Agent Charles Combs was participating in 
a joint investigation involving DPS personnel, the Houston Police 
Department, the Federal Bureau of Investigation, and the Drug 
Enforcement Administration. During this investigation, 
surveillance was being conducted on an individual believed to be 
distributing illegal drugs and weapons from a hotel in Houston. 
After the subject was observed loading multiple backpacks and 
luggage into a vehicle and leaving at a high rate of speed, Houston 
PD Officers McMurtry and Sallee conducted a traffic stop for the 
observed traffic violations. During the stop, the subject produced 
a handgun and shot Officer Sallee multiple times. HPD officers 
returned fire and struck the subject. Special Agent Combs left his 
surveillance position and ran to provide tactical emergency care 
and first aid to Officer Sallee. Combs applied a tourniquet to his 
left leg in efforts to stop the bleeding from a bullet wound, and 
then placed him into a vehicle to be transported to a trauma 

center. After caring for Officer Sallee, Special Agent Combs turned his attention to the suspect who had been detained 
by  
other officers and agents at the scene. The suspect had sustained multiple gunshot wounds and was losing a 
considerable amount of blood. Combs rendered first aid to the suspect by placing tourniquets on both legs, while an 
additional tourniquet was placed on the suspect’s arm and pressure bandages were applied to his neck. The suspect was 
then transported to a local hospital.  
In recognition of his decisive and professional response to a life-threatening situation resulting in the saving of a life, 
Special Agent Charles Combs is hereby awarded the Lifesaving Award.  
 
 
 

LIFESAVING AWARD:  
 

             Daniel Walker (THP)  
 
On November 28, 2022, Trooper Daniel Walker was on routine 
patrol when he observed a passenger car, off the roadway, partially 
engulfed in flames. Walker pulled to a stop and immediately 
notified DPS Communications of the situation. As Walker 
approached the vehicle, he was able to see an occupant inside. A 
female bystander was yelling that her boyfriend was trapped inside 
the burning vehicle. Using his ASP baton, Trooper Walker broke and 
raked the passenger side window, allowing him to reach in and 
grab the driver and pull him through the window. With the help of 
three civilians, Walker was able to successfully extract the subject. 
Within one minute of the rescue, the vehicle became completely 
engulfed in flames. The subject suffered multiple major injuries, 
including third degree burns to his arms and face. EMS personnel 
arrived shortly thereafter and began providing medical care to the 
subject.  
In recognition of his decisive and professional response to a life-

threatening situation resulting in the saving of a life, Trooper Daniel Walker is hereby awarded the Lifesaving Award.  



 

UNIT CITATION:  

 
The 6C14 Safety Education Service Area is a six-member team under the leadership of Lieutenant Jason Reyes and is 
responsible for the Safety Education and Media function for the Central Texas Region, which encompasses forty-three 
(43) counties, thirty-nine thousand, nine hundred (39,900) miles of roadways, and a total population of over five (5) 
million people.  
 
Members work with English and Spanish media outlets in Austin, San Antonio, and Waco, and serve as liaisons between 
the Department of Public Safety and various government and law enforcement public information officers. 6C14 
personnel played a key role with oil and gas industry companies promoting traffic safety during the height of the Eagle 
Ford Shale project, and they were vital in several public relations campaigns including Click it or Ticket, Drink-Drive-Go to 
Jail, Talk Text Crash, Work Zone Awareness, and End the Streak.  
 
Over the past nine (9) years, personnel have placed highly at the National Uniformed Safety Education Officers 
Workshop. First place honors were received in: Traffic Safety, 2014 and 2016; Television Public Service Announcement, 
2016; Public Safety, 2017 and 2018; and Radio Public Service Announcement, 2017. Second place honors were earned in 
Public Safety, 2015, and third place honors were achieved in non-Traffic, 2019.  
 
The 6C14 Area conducted several major press conferences at some of Texas’ most significant events, such as the West 
Fertilizer Plant Explosion in 2013, the Waco Outlaw Motorcycle Gang Shooting in 2015, the Wimberly and Hays County 
Floods in 2015, the Bastrop Lost Pines Fires in 2015, and the Martindale Hot Air Balloon Crash in 2016. On November 5, 
2017, a mass shooting occurred at the Sutherland Springs Baptist Church. For eight (8) days, these personnel provided 
daily press briefings and updates through social media platforms.  
 
There is no doubt the 6C14 SES Area has been an asset to the Department and communities in the Central Texas Region. 
Their hard work and dedication have helped promote the goals and objectives of the Department, which ultimately 
benefits citizens and visitors to our state.  
 
The employees commended for their hard work and dedication include Staff Lieutenant Jason Reyes, Staff Sergeants 
Kenny Mata, Ruben San Miguel, Deon Cockrell, Bryan Washko, and Ryan Howard.  
They are hereby awarded the Unit Citation.  
 



 

UNIT CITATION:  

 
The Criminal Investigations Methamphetamine Initiative Group (MIG) is comprised of CID and DEA personnel who work 
closely with local law enforcement to disrupt and dismantle organizations trafficking and distributing illegal drugs in the 
Houston area. The MIG has developed relationships with these agencies that have led to great success and had a 
significant impact in the lives of the citizens of Texas and our nation.  
During 2022, the MIG and supporting agencies completed a long-term fentanyl and methamphetamine investigation 
named Operation Pumping Iron. By working together and utilizing numerous investigative techniques, agents and 
officers were able to dismantle and disrupt an organization distributing thousands of deadly pills and other substances in 
our communities. Throughout the year, this investigation yielded over 10,500 pounds of methamphetamine and 336 
pounds of fentanyl. Additionally, 8 counterfeit pill press labs were dismantled along with 15 methamphetamine 
conversion labs. These efforts ultimately led to the arrest of 158 suspects. Later in 2022, the MIG utilized information 
learned from Operation Pumping Iron, and with the help and expertise of a HIDTA intel analyst assigned to the MIG, 
agents were able to quickly transition to another organization associated with suspects from the initial investigation. 
This spin-off investigation was titled Operation Disco Never Dies, and through April 2023, the MIG and assisting officers 
have continued to seize numerous narcotics, including fentanyl, and disrupt this organization with additional seizures 
and arrests forthcoming.  
 
Those commended for their hard work and 
dedication include:  
Captain Cliff T. Manning (retired)  

Katy PD Officer Jason Weathers  

Lieutenant Richard E. Salinas (since promoted to Captain)  Brookshire PD Captain Oscar Garcia  
Special Agent Ryan Askew  MIG/HIDTA U.S. DEA Agent Derrick Conn  
Special Agent Mike Gonzales  MIG/HIDTA Investigative Analyst Teresa Gee  
Special Agent Ryan Pace  Houston PD-Narcotics Division High Hazard Clan Lab Team  
Special Agent Eric Rohlack  Houston FD-Hazardous Materials Response Team  
Special Agent John Silvia  Harris County Sheriff’s Office-District 5 Crime Reduction Unit  
Special Agent Randall “Duke” Woodard  
Special Agent Mark Willey  

 
VI. PUBLIC COMMENT 

(Members of the public wishing to address the Commission are subject to a time limit of 5 

minutes and must complete a Public Comment Registration Card located at the entry. 

Should a member of the public bring an item to the Commission for which the subject was 

not posted on the agenda of the meeting, state law provides that the Commission may 

receive the information but cannot act upon it at the meeting. The Commission may direct 

staff to contact the requestor or request that the issue be placed on a future agenda for 

discussion.) 

Chairman Mach stated that there were two people who submitted requests to speak before the Public 
Safety Commission.  The first speaker was Michael Levy, retired publisher of Texas Monthly 
Magazine. 



 

Mike Levy introduced himself and thanked the PSC for allowing him the opportunity to address the 
Commission. He stated that he has been a citizen of Austin since 1969 and since 1976 he has served 
on an oversight committee for Austin EMS.  He said that there is far too much carnage on our streets, 
and we have way too many fatalities from vehicle crashes. The first thing he asks when he meets a 
police officer of trooper is do you remember the first fatal crash scene that you investigated.  The 
answer is always “YES” because you can never erase those terrible memories. In some cases, the 
surviving victims of terrible crashes state that they wish that they hadn’t survived in that their lives 
were so terribly changed following the wreck. This is why I think visibility (a strong police presence on 
the streets) is so important. In every community, the right to safety is paramount. Law enforcement 
experts have stated that Austin should have 2,500 police officers on the streets.  Austin has budgeted 
for 1,850 officers and currently only has 1,100, or almost no police presence at all. 
 

One day Austin saw four fatality crashes and there was no comment from the Austin City Council nor 
from the Public Safety Commission. (At this point Chairman Mach asked Mr. Levy to clarify that he 
was speaking of the Austin Public Safety Commission and not the committee he was currently 
speaking to, which of course he did.) The same silence came after the much publicized “street take-
overs” that have occurred in Austin. 

 

The citizens of Austin generally want more police.  The increase that DPS has provided in 2023 has 
made a marked difference in accidents and crime. The largest percentage of fatalities are within the 
communities of color. DPS presence on our streets is making a difference. And, in my opinion, 
Director McCraw is underpaid, overworked, and underappreciated. Thank you for your service. 
 

The second public speaker was Steve Bresnan of PGM of Texas, the largest recycling facility for 
catalytic converters in Texas.  He spoke in favor of agenda item VIII, F, 9 regarding the publication of 
rules relating to catalytic converters. He praised DPS for their leadership in this matter. He stated that 
everyone that he has worked with at DPS on these matters has been 1st class and professional. 

 

Chairman Mach thanked Mr. Bresnan for his input and stated that it is very rare for someone to speak 
on an item being posted for public comment in the Texas Register. 
 

Mr. Bresnan replied that his staff solicited input, which is how all state agencies should work. 

 
VII. DIRECTORS REPORT 

A. Operation Lone Star Update 

Director McCraw said that he did not have an Operation Lone Star update for this public meeting. 

 

B. Austin Violent Crime Task Force Update 
Director McCraw asked that item B be addressed first since we had visitors making the presentation. 
He stated that DPS has a great collaborative relationship with Austin PD’s Violent Crime Task Force 
and with Chief Chicon, and with his retirement announcement, we look forward to continuing that 

collaboration with Interim Chief Robin Henderson 
(who was present at the meeting). He stated that 
“absence of crime and disorder is the definition of 
success in law enforcement”. 

 

Director McCraw asked Dr. Jonathan Creman, 
Chief Data Officer at Austin PD, and Regional 
Director Vincent Luciano to make the 
presentation. 



 

Regional Director Luciano began by stating that DPS 
put their priorities on which areas in Austin had the 
most priority one calls for assistance. We were 
focusing on the centers of activity and not targeting 
certain populations. Drugs and guns go together.   
 
Dr. Creman stated that call response times in Austin 
were averaging about 10 minutes, when an ideal 
response would be 6.5 minutes or less. Austin 
response time is slow compared to Texas as a 
whole, but Texas rates well against other states. 
Following DPS’s increase in patrols, the recent 
response times are averaging under 7 minutes and 
20 seconds (down from 10-11 minutes). Aggravated 
assaults with a firearm outside of domestic situations 
had a dramatic increase in 2020. He showed several 
slides (below) showing the impact that the addition of 
DPS troopers patrolling in Austin has had this 
summer.  He noted that violent crimes show 
consistent seasonal upswings in the hot summer 
months, so while some of the impact doesn’t look 
impressive, it really is when that normal upswing is 

neutralized by their presence.  In their first six weeks 
of patrol, 74 violent crimes were reported.  When 
they were withdrawn there were approximately 95 
violent crimes reported (which in other years 
averaged 120-140 during those hotter months). So, 
your presence does impact violent crime in Austin. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 



       

       

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       



       

       

       
 

       
Chairman Mach thanked Dr. Creman for his statistical analysis which clearly shows the positive 
impact that the increased DPS presence has made in Austin. 
 
Commissioner Wainwright said that the PSC is not really surprised about the dramatic impact on 
public safety that the increased patrols by DPS troopers have had in Austin. He also asked what the 
analysis has shown regarding ethnic stops. 



 

Dr. Creman stated that they don’t have a lot of data to illustrate this. Crime clusters in economically 
depressed areas typically will have more crime, which unfortunately typically have a higher minority 
population. 
 

The impact of increased patrols is perceived as both positive and negative by the community. In 
northeast Austin, East of I-35 in the Rundberg area, there is an extremely high volume of violent 
crime calls. This obviously was an area of focus. Of the arrests DPS has made, approximately 60% 
were Hispanic and 30% were black.  Of the 104 arrests made, 94 had outstanding warrants.  DPS 
does not have an option when there are outstanding warrants, they must make the arrest. Most 
citizens in the community want the increased police presence. An uptick in “assistance needed” calls 
is partially because when citizens see more police patrolling, they are more likely to expect a 
response from their call. 

 

Commissioner Wainwright asked if the APD provided recommendations regarding areas of increased 
patrol. Dr. Creman said that the focus was on areas of highest call activity. 
 

Commissioner Blair stated that she liked a statement made by Dr. Creman that the public hears the 
loudest protests coming from a minority of the citizenry. She said that she sees that dynamic play out 
in the political arena all the time. She also said that the facts are not before the public and that she 
appreciates the statistical data in this presentation. 

 

Commissioner Stodghill said that the citizens of Texas want and deserve to be protected. Often both 
social media and mainstream media do not get it right. 
 

Will the City of Austin and the Austin Public Safety Commission see this data. 

Dr. Creman responded that they have already received much of the information presented in today’s 
presentation. Chairman Mach said that he hopes the local leadership will take this information to 
heart. 

 
Chairman McCraw stressed that DPS stands ready to provide any support necessary. He also 
acknowledged Interim Police Chief Robin Henderson’s presence and thanked her for her support. 

Chairman Mach acknowledged the presence of several representative from the Legislature and 
Governor’s office who were present in person and virtually. 

 

   
VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Report, discussion, and possible action on the Fiscal Year 2024 Internal Operating 

Budget 

Chief Financial Director Suzy Whittenton 

presented the Fiscal Year 2024 Internal 

Operating Budget with the following slides. She 

made the disclaimer that there was approximately 

$400 million carried over in this budget that was 

mostly dedicated to the training facility in 

Williamson County that will take several years to 

expend. She also pointed out that approximately 

64% of the budget goes to staffing. This 

presentation presents a high-level view of the proposed budget. 



   

   

    

 Commissioner Long asked for clarification as to why the Aircraft Operations Division proposed 

budget for 2024 was significantly less than that in the 2023 budget.   

Chief Whittenton explained that it was primarily due to the approval of 2 new helicopters and 1 new 

fixed wing plane that was approved for 2023 and will not fully be expanded for 2-3 years. The same 

issues apply to some new vehicles. 

 

A motion to approve the 2024 Strategic Budget was made by Commissioner Wainwright and 

seconded by Commissioner Long.  The motion passed.  

 

B.  Report, discussion, and possible action on Fiscal Year 2024 Internal Audit Strategy and 

summary of past year 

Chief Auditor Catherine Melvin made her presentation with the slides below. She noted that their 

main priorities are accountability, efficiency, economy, and effectiveness. With their resources, 

their focus was on areas of risk. While the proposed budget does not provide complete coverage 

of all areas, it does focus on the most important areas, and we feel that it appropriately best 

allocates our resources. 

 

Commissioner Wainwright said that he has enjoyed working with Chief Melvin and that she has 

been a joy to work with. She has done an outstanding job, and we could do more with more 

resources, and are forced to do more with less resources. As the state and DPS continue to 

grow, we must continue to grow this critical department as well. We still have 4 FTEs to fill after 

our 2 recent hires.  I feel that this is a wise and sensible audit strategy. 

 



A motion was made by Commissioner Wainwright to approve the 2024 Fiscal Year Internal Audit 

Strategy and seconded by Commissioner Blair.  The motion passed. 

      

      

      

 



 
Commissioner Wainwright said that he has enjoyed working with Chief Melvin and that she has 

been a joy to work with. She has done an outstanding job, and we could do more with more 

resources, and are forced to do more with less resources. As the state and DPS continue to 

grow, we must continue to grow this critical department as well. We still have 4 FTEs to fill after 

our 2 recent hires.  I feel that this is a wise and sensible audit strategy. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Wainwright to approve the 2024 Fiscal Year Internal Audit 

Strategy and seconded by Commissioner Blair.  The motion passed. 

 

C. Discussion and possible action on the appointment of members to the Private Security 

Advisory Committee 

Chief Wayne Mueller, Regulatory Services Division,  stated there are 3 vacancies to fill on the Private 

Security Advisory Committee.  We are proposing to hire 2 to fill these positions: 1 Public 

Representative, Donald Seger of Seger Water and 1 Security Representative, Tucker Coleman Whit, 

co-owner, and President of a licensed private security firm.  These terms will serve until June 2029.  

The other open position is for a Public Representative. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Blair to approve the two new hires and seconded by 

Commissioner Wainwright. The motion passed. 

 

 

D. Discussion and possible action to consider increase of Director’s salary to amount 

authorized by the 88th Legislature. 

The legislature approved an increase in the Director's salary within the range of $299,813 to 

$345,250.   

Commissioner Blair joked “what else could we do with that money?” 

Commissioner Blair made the motion to increase the salary of the Director to $345,250. The 

motion was seconded by Commissioner Long.  The motion passed. 

 

E. Final Determination in Contested Cases – consideration and possible action on 

Proposals for Decision: 

Chief Wayne Mueller addressed these issues: 

1. SOAH Docket No. 405-23-08202.MVI – Salvador Becerril 

Involved conducting inspections while under suspension. 



2. SOAH Docket No. 405-22-2661.MVI – Sergio Soto Diaz 
3rd infraction for vehicle inspections without ignition testing – revoke certification. 

3. SOAH Docket No. 405-23-13430.MVI – Alejandro Carrizales Mireles 
$500 fine for uncertified vehicle inspections 

4. SOAH Docket No. 405-23-07276.MVI – Francisco Villalobos 
24-month suspension for 3rd offense of no emissions testing. 

5. SOAH Docket No. 405-23-17767.PSB – Lizbeth Perez Favela 

Private Security licensed denied – disqualifying felony conviction. 

 

Chief Mueller recommends that we accept the recommendations of SOAH on each of these 

five items. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Wainwright and seconded by Commissioner Blair for 

final determination as recommended by SOAH. The motion passed. 

 

F. Report, discussion, and possible action on the following rule proposals for publication 

to receive public comment: 

1. Proposed amendments to 37 TAC Section 23.25, concerning Vehicle Inspection Fees 

2. Proposed amendments to 37 TAC Sections 35.5, 35.9, and 35.13, concerning 

General Provisions 

3. Proposed amendments to 37 TAC Section 35.52, concerning Administrative 

Penalties 

4. Proposed amendments to 37 TAC Section 35.81, concerning Application for a 

Security Officer Commission 

5. Proposed amendments to 37 TAC Section 35.91, concerning Requirements for 

Personal Protection License 

6. Proposed new 37 TAC Section 35.124, concerning Alarm Company and Alarm 

Training School Licenses 

7. Proposed amendments to 37 TAC Section 35.143, concerning Training 

Instructor Approval 

8. Proposed amendments to 37 TAC Section 36.1, concerning Definitions 

9. Proposed repeal of 37 TAC Section 36.5, concerning Sellers of Catalytic 

Converters in the Ordinary Course of Business 

10. Proposed amendment to 37 TAC Section 36.11, concerning Application for 

Certificate of Registration 

11. Proposed amendments to 37 TAC Section 36.36, concerning Standards of 

Conduct 

12. Proposed amendments to 37 TAC Section 36.60, concerning Administrative 

Penalties 

Chief Wayne Mueller stated that that he would like to pull item 11 for further discussion, and the 

other 11 items, 1-10 and 12 were all adjustments to conform with legislative requirements or 

clarifications of the language.  He mentioned that he reached out to all the affected departments 

and there was no disagreement regarding the changes. 

 

A motion was made to post items 1-10 and item 12 in the Texas Register for public review and 



comment was made by Commissioner Blair and seconded by Commissioner Long.  The motion 

passed. 

 

G. Intelligence Threat Briefing (Clearance Required – Executive Session Expected) 

This item was handled in Executive Session. 
 

IX. ONGOING BUSINESS 

A. Discussion and possible action regarding Compassionate Use Program 

Chief Wayne Mueller and Deputy Director Jeoff 
Williams discussed this issue. 

 
Chief Mueller said that DPS finally entered a contract 
with the consulting firm Weeds, LLC. Despite the jokes 
that their name conjures up, we have met with this 
company and feel that they are very legitimate and 
professional. This company has worked with New 
Mexico and other states to assist in developing 
programs for Compassionate Use Programs. We expect 

to move forward with our plans for expansion, timing, extent, and manner.  I hope (but don’t 
guarantee) to have a recommendation for the next PSC Meeting.  
 
Deputy Director Williams said we have a great team working on this and continue to take a measured 
approach to any expansion. 
 
Commissioner Blair asked what Weeds, LLC’s expertise is? Chief Mueller said that they are a 
consulting company specializing in Compassionate Use Programs. 

 

B. Report, discussion, and possible adoption of the following previously published 

rules: 

1. Proposed amendments to 37 TAC Section 15.55, concerning Waiver of 

Knowledge and/or Skills Tests 

 

Chief Sherri Gipson, Driver License Division, stated 

that they have received no public comment on rule 

that allows new Texas residents with out of state 

licenses that are within 2 year of their expiration to 

wave the skills assessment test when applying for a 

Texas driver's license. 

 

 

2. Proposed amendments to 37 TAC Section 23.62, concerning Violations and 

Penalty Schedule 

Chief Wayne Mueller stated that this rule has to do with clean scanning (using another car 

or device to produce a clean emissions test).  We received no comment. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Blair and seconded by Commissioner Stodghill to approve the 



previously posted rule changes 1 and 2 as listed above.  The motion passed. 

 

C. Report, discussion, and possible action regarding the modification of the DPS 

organizational structure and the appointment, promotion, ratification, employment, 

evaluation, reassignment, duties, discipline, or dismissal of a member of the 

Department or Commission management team 

 

Director McCraw said that Lt. Colonel Jeoff Williams is retiring after 29 years of dedicated service, so 

I am asking permission to appoint Chief Walt Goodson, Education and Training, to the position of Lt. 

Colonel over Law Enforcement Services. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Blair to approve the promotion of Walt Goodson to Lt. Colonel 

of Law Enforcement Division. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Wainwright.  The Motion 

passed. 

 

With the promotion of Walt Goodson, that leaves a vacancy in the Training Operations Division.  I 

would like to appoint Texas Rangers Major James Thomas to be the new Chief of Training 

Operations Division. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Wainwright to approve the promotion of James Thomas to 

Chief of Training Operations Division. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Long.  The Motion 

passed. 

 

With the retirement of our Chief of the Aviation Division, Tim Ochsner, I wild like to appoint Stacy 

Holland to Chief of the Aviation Division. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Long to approve the promotion of Stacy Holland to Chief of the 

Aviation Division. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Blair.  The Motion passed. 

 

With Stacy Holland’s promotion, that leaves an opening for Assistant Chief of the Aviation Division, I 

would like to appoint Major Marcos Tomlin to Assistant Chief of the Aviation Division. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Wainwright to promote Marcos Tomlin to the Assistant Chief of 

the Aviation Division. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Blair.  The motion passed. 

 

With the retirement of Hank Sibley, Regional Director for North Texas Region, I would like to promote 

Major Jeromy Sherrod to the position of Regional Director for North Texas Region. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Long to promote Jeromy Sherrod to Regional Director for 

North Texas Region. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stodghill.  The motion passed. 

 

Chairman Mach made a special mention to the extraordinary service of both Jeoff Williams and Hank 

Sibley.  They were a pleasure to work with and he thanked them for their service. 

 

Colonel McCraw stated that DPS is at a crossroads regarding information and technology, and we 



are struggling to keep pace with changes. At certain times we must ask someone to make a sacrifice 

to change their position to fill an immediate and important need.  I have asked Jessica Ballew to take 

temporary leave from her Infrastructure Operations Division position to fill the new position of Chief 

Innovation Officer. I have asked Major Jason Hester to temporarily fill in as Chief of the Infrastructure 

Operations Division. 

 

The Commission had no issues or concerns with these changes. 

 

X. Report, discussion, and possible action regarding ongoing criminal investigations 

pursuant to Government Code § 411.0041 (Executive Session anticipated) 

This item was taken up in Executive Session. 

 
XI. REPORTS 

A. Commission member reports and discussion 

B. Finance Report 

C. Chief Auditors Office 

D. Division status reports on activities and action 
No additional reports were offered. 

 

XII. CONSENT ITEMS 

All the following items may be enacted with one motion. These items are typically self-

explanatory or have been previously considered by the Commission. There will be no 

separate discussion of these items unless a commissioner requests. 

A. Advice and consent regarding director’s determination that a certain probationary 

employee was found unsuitable for work during July 2023 

B. Discussion and possible action on appointments of Special Rangers and Special 

Texas Rangers pursuant to Government Code Chapter 411, Secs. 411.023 & 

411.024: Special Rangers: Brian Douglas Baxter, Robert Gregory Davis, Kirby Ray 

Lambert, Richard Medina, Gina Gail Stone, and Clemmie Tierra Terry, Jr. 

C. Donations: 

1. South Texas Region – Needmore Ranch, lodging and training facilities for 

Texas Rangers 

2. Additional donation items, as needed. 
Chairman Mach asked Lt. Colonel Mathis if there were any concerns regarding any of the above 

Consent Items. Lt. Col. Mathis said that there were none. 

 

A motion to approve all the consent items was made by Commissioner Blair and seconded by 

Commissioner Stodghill.  The motion passed. 

 
XIII.    ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA 

Chairman Mach instructed the Commissioners that they should forward any agenda items for future 
meetings to General Counsel Adkins or to Sophie Yanez. 
 

XIV.    DATE FOR FUTURE MEETING 

The regular Public Safety Commission meeting is scheduled for October 26, 2023. 

Discharge hearings will be scheduled for October 27, 2023. 



The next Public Safety Commission meeting will be held on October 26, 2023. 

 
XV.    ADJOURN INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION 

(If required) to consult with legal counsel regarding pending or contemplated litigation or 

settlement offers or to receive legal advice on items posted on this agenda; deliberation 

regarding real estate matters; consideration of any other items authorized by law, including 

personnel matters, the director’s action of discharging employees as identified in this 

agenda; ongoing criminal investigations. 

Chairman Mach adjourned the meeting to Executive Session at 12:25 pm. 
 

              XVI.ADJOURN. 

The Commission may take items out of the order in which they are posted on this agenda. 

Also, an item that has been adopted, passed upon, delayed or tabled for a later meeting 

may be considered or reconsidered at the same meeting. 

The Public Safety Commission may meet and discuss in Executive Session and have action 

taken in an Open Meeting where required on the following items: 

Government Code Sec. 551.071 Consultation and deliberation with legal counsel about 

pending or contemplated litigation or a settlement offer, or on a matter where the 

Commissioners seek the advice of their attorney as privileged communications under the 

Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct of the State Bar of Texas, and to discuss 

the Open Meetings Act and the Administrative Procedures Act with their attorney. 

Government Code Sec. 551.074 Appointment, employment, evaluation, reassignment, 

duties, discipline or dismissal of director, assistant director, and persons appointed to 

management team positions pursuant to Govt. Code Sec. 411.0071 Government Code Sec. 

551.076 Deliberations about security audits, security devices, including deployment and 

implementation of security personnel and devices Government Code Chapter 411, Sec. 

411.0041 Ongoing criminal investigations Government Code Sec. 551.072 Deliberation of 

the purchase, exchange, lease, or value of real property, if deliberation in an open meeting 

would have a detrimental effect on the position of the government body in negotiations with 

a third person Government Code Sec. 551.073 Deliberation of a negotiated contract for a 

prospective gift or donation to the state or the governmental body if deliberation in an open 

meeting would have a detrimental effect on the position of the governmental body in 

negotiations with a third person 
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