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WHAT IS Al?

A SUMMARY

Al or Artificial Intelligence is precisely that. Itis
intelligent but artificial because it is a computer-based
model. And it is getting better.

However, we all read the stories; for example, internet
search is getting conversational, asking questions, and
getting answers.

Remember ‘Ask Jeeves’? Obviously, it went beyond its
time in 2005 and is now in the Google Graveyard. Yet,
it is suspected that the new conversational platforms
won’t go away so easily.

Al is good at many things, from playing chess games
and directing robots to driving cars. A conundrum.

The chess-playing App certainly cannot drive a car or
direct a robot. And vice versa. That is the challenge;
whereas a human can or could do it all, the computer
can’t, at least not yet.

To answer the question, what is Al, then think of it as
thousands of answers to questions already done; it's

just a matter of the right question being directed down
a series of paths to each correct answer.

The software folks configure these paths using
‘decision trees’ or ‘neural networks’ a bit like knowing
hundreds of possible chess moves and the outcome of
each one, given other moves happening.

So, can we use Al to gain financially? Yes, there are
ways to benefit, but that’s the subject of another article.
Meantime, feel free to browse the Azaries website at
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