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Overview

Building on previous FLVC textbook affordability efforts, a 2021 workgroup was 
convened with representatives from Florida’s colleges and universities to 
brainstorm, define and provide best recommendations to implement textbook 
cost indicator(s) in the FloridaShines Course Catalog. The textbook cost 
indicator(s) may be used across the state by the institutions who desire to 
highlight their efforts with reducing the cost of learning materials for their 
students. Working together this group was given the charge to:

• Identify indicator(s) and definition(s) to be used in the Course Catalog, to 
highlight affordable course options in the state of Florida.

• Make recommendations on the classification, use and design of these 
indicators.

• Collect best practices for local implementation and catalog upload processes 
for peer institutions.

https://dlss.flvc.org/workgroup-membership
https://courses.test.flvc.org/Courses/Search/#/?registrationOnly=true
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Florida’s Zero Textbook Cost Course Indicator 
Informational Website

To learn more about this initiative please visit: https://dlss.flvc.org/florida-
zero-textbook-cost-indicator

• Definition

• FAQS

• Resources

• Workgroup Members

https://dlss.flvc.org/florida-zero-textbook-cost-indicator
https://dlss.flvc.org/zero-textbook-cost-definition
https://dlss.flvc.org/faqs
https://dlss.flvc.org/florida-s-zero-textbook-cost-course-indicator-resources?web=1&wdLOR=c0DAB46E5-4F9B-4CA6-A4AA-5BB1A15547FA
https://dlss.flvc.org/workgroup-membership
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FloridaShines Catalog 
Changes to Course Upload 

To access your FloridaShines Catalog Account: 
https://courses.flvc.org/Account/Login

• The process will work the same, the only change is there has been an 
additional field added to the Data Standards Document.

*Please note this field is optional.

Field Name Required Field Type Field Size Notes Validations

TextbookCostIndicator No Text 50 Indicate if this course 

section requires course 

materials at no cost to 

student.

Must be a valid textbook 

cost indicator value. 

https://courses.flvc.org/Account/Login
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FloridaShines Catalog 
Administrator Dashboard 
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FloridaShines Catalog 
Upload Page
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FloridaShines Catalog 
Validation Screen
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---Select---
No value selected or use default
Zero Textbook Cost
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FloridaShines Catalog 
Validation Summary

FloridaShines Catalog 
Upload Verification 
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FloridaShines Catalog 
Display
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Online Courses Catalog
Search Refinement 
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