
 

 

 

ABCDx SA, PolarCool AB and Lund University Consortium Secures 

Eurostars Funding - €1 million on a €2 million project - to develop 

PolarTBICheck™, a portable cost-effective solution for early 

diagnosis and treatment of sports-related concussions 

 

 

GENEVA, SWITZERLAND and LUND, SWEDEN – February 4th, 2020 – ABCDx SA, a leading brain injury 

diagnostic company and PolarCool AB, a medical device company that develops, markets, and sells 

products for sports medicine announced today that a consortium they lead with Lund University has 

been awarded a grant on a €2 million to develop PolarTBICheck™, a portable cost-effective solution 

for early diagnosis and treatment of sports-related concussions. 

The aim of the consortium is to combine the work of the different entities to develop and 

commercialise PolarTBICheck™. This solution will be based on the assets and expertise acquired by 

ABCDx through the development of TBICheck™, a new rapid blood finger point-of-care test for 

diagnostic of traumatic brain injury, and the assets and expertise of PolarCool that developed the 

PolarCap® System, a cooling technique that has shown advantages in the treatment of concussion, 

especially in sport settings. 

 

About concussions and TBI 

More than 25 million people annually suffer from a concussion, of which 10 million visit the hospital 

for a CT examination while the other 15 million are not examined due to the high costs that 

associated with CT examinations. Particularly in sports medicine, concussions have become a major 

health problem that causes short- and long-term problems such as headaches, nausea, sound and 

light sensitivity, depression, and neurodegenerative diseases. Repeated sub-concussive head 

collisions can also lead to chronic brain damage such as Chronic Traumatic Encephalopathy (CTE). 

Traumatic brain injury contributes to about one-third of all injury-related deaths and represents a 

significant financial burden ($ 76.5 billion in the United States alone). Cycling, American football, 

soccer, martial arts, rugby, and ice hockey are the sports where practitioners are most at risk of brain 

injury. 

 

“This Eurostars project combines excellent, world-leading science and technologies in a consortium 

dedicated to making significant advances in how concussions are detected and treated,” said 

Christian Strand, CEO of PolarCool. “ 



Jean-Charles Sanchez, PhD, CEO of ABCDx added “We are very excited about the opportunity to 

combine our diagnostic solution with PolarCool system. In the traumatic brain injury and concussion 

fields, we will be offering an easy cost-effective diagnostic solution combined to an innovative 

treatment when such a diagnostic is set. The PolarTBICheck™ could be of significant help for athletes 

world-wide, but also army soldiers to name a few.”  

 

About Eurostars 

Eurostars supports international innovative projects led by research and development- performing small- and 

medium-sized enterprises (R&D-performing SMEs). With its bottom-up approach, Eurostars supports the 

development of rapidly marketable innovative products, processes and services that help improve the daily 

lives of people around the world. Eurostars is a joint program between EUREKA and the European Commission, 

co-funded from the national budgets of 36 Eurostars Participating States and Partner Countries and by the 

European Union through Horizon 2020. For more information visit https://www.eurostars-eureka.eu/  

 

About PolarCool 

PolarCool AB (publ) is a medical device company that develops, markets, and sells products for sports 

medicine. The company focuses on treatment of concussive and sub-concussive brain injury with the portable 

cooling device PolarCap® System. PolarCool AB (publ) is based in Lund, Sweden, and its shares are listed on 

Spotlight Stock Market. 

 

About ABCDx 

Based in Geneva, with a subsidiary in Spain, ABCDx is a worldwide leader in blood-based biomarkers 

development for brain injuries. ABCDx’ devices provide data that help healthcare professionals in the triage, 

diagnosis and treatment decision process at the point-of-care for patients with suspected brain injury, from 

stroke and trauma to post-injury complications and patient outcome.  

 

For more information:  

PolarCool       ABCDx 

Christian Strand, CEO      Philippe Rousseau, deputy CEO 

+46 708 986 302      +41 22 545 12 89 

christian.strand@polarcool.se     philippe.rousseau@abcdx.ch 
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