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9.00-9.05  
Prof. Roberto Zoboli 
Pro-Rector for the Scientific Research and Sustainability - Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore 
 
9.05-9.10 
Prof. Mario Martina 
Coordinator of the PhD School in Sustainable Development and Climate Change 
 
9.10-9.15 
Prof. Alberto Pirni  
Coordinator of the Curriculum 4 
 
9.15-10.30 
Opening speeches: 
Prof. Dario Padovan 
Prof.ssa Tiziana Andina 
Prof.ssa Ilaria Beretta 
Prof.ssa Elisa Bolchi 
Prof.ssa Eugenia Macchiavello 
Prof. Alberto Monti 



 
10.30-10.45: Coffee Break 
 
10.45-13 
Collective work with assistance from faculty  
 
13.00 – 14.00: Lunch break 
 
14.00-15.30 
Collective work with assistance from faculty  
 
15.30-16.30 
Work outcomes presentations 
 
16.30-17.00 
Discussion and concluding remarks 
 
A brief conceptual framework: 
 
SOCIOECOLOGY OR/AND TECHNOECOLOGY? 
 
Global challenges such as climate change and biodiversity loss are posing extremely complex 
research questions. These questions are generating different answers that involve a huge 
spectrum of approaches. Whereas it is understood that earth system analysis sheds light on 
global ecological dynamics, emphasis needs to be laid on the joint dynamics of biogeophysical, 
social, and technological processes on our planet. It is increasingly clear that scientific research 
and reflection on the climate crisis polarizes along two orientations: 1. humanistic perspectives 
across disciplines that are developing critiques of current socio-economic systems and 
proposing socio-economic resolutions such as the urgent introduction of new lifestyles and 
ethical attitudes; 2. technological perspectives advocating strategies based on a rapid 
development, refinement, and uses of ground-breaking and transformative technologies such 
as AI, CC&S, hydrogen, bio-batteries, the Internet of things, low-power computers, 
electrification, without changing socio-economic configurations. Current EU strategies in 
several domains aim at achieving both sustainability and digitalisation without perceiving 
some inevitable trade-offs. Production and consumption technologies have exacerbated the 
relationships with Gaia and her ecosystems. While modern technology treats everything as a 
resource, an ecosystem can only thrive on cyclical inner-dependencies and self-sustainability. 
Despite the acknowledgment that technology and ecology are intrinsically linked since the 
technosphere is nature transformed, technological fixes seem to assume that the human can 
separate itself from the earth system, thus obscuring the need for a renewed idea of inner 
relationships between nature, humanity, and technology. The challenge we launch is to 
delineate a multi-layered perspective on ecological, social, and technical realms. 


