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MBHA members help disabled hunter 
harvest first bear in Gwinn BMU
By Victor Skinner

When Holland resident Shannon Kortman signed up to hunt 
bears this year, he wasn’t sure what to expect. 

“I go into any hunting trips with I hope to get one, but I don’t 
expect to get one,” he said. 

The mentality stems from Kortman’s disability, a birth defect 
known as spina bifida that paralyzed the lower half of his body. 
At 30 years old, Kortman has learned to overcome most chal-
lenges with patience and persistence, and plenty of help from 
friends, family and groups like Hunters for Life, a nonprofit that 
connects folks in difficult situations with outdoor experiences 
they won’t forget. 

Mark and Scott Evans, the father-son duo who run Hunters for 
Life, previously recruited Kortman for an unsuccessful turkey 
hunt, then reconnected last fall to set up a bear hunt for 2021. 
Kortman jumped at the chance to take one of his “bucket list” 
species – bear, moose and elk. 

“It’s something I’ve been wanting to do for years,” he said. 
Kortman applied for a first season tag without luck, then Mark 

Evans turned to Facebook to see if anyone could help. 
“We don’t usually go to people on Facebook,” he explained, but 

Hunters report average 2021 bear 
season with mixed reviews on mast, 

reproduction 
By Victor Skinner

Michigan Department of Natural Resources officials expect 
the 2021 bear harvest to remain relatively stable, with similar 
numbers from check stations and hunters reporting conditions 
much like last year. 

Cody Norton, the DNR’s bear, wolf and cougar specialist, said 
the department will not have preliminary harvest figures until 
December, but initial hunter reports and the numbers of bears 
registered as check stations does not portend any surprises. 

“In general, it looks like the west UP units, Baraga and Bergland, 
are down … about 15 percent from last year,” Norton said, though 
“staff and check stations there were still hearing good reports.”

The Amasa Bear Management Unit is so far about 5 percent 
above last year’s harvest, while in Carney, “all check stations 
area t or above average, except one that had to close because of 
a family emergency,” Norton said. 

DNR staff in the Carney BMU received reports of about a half 
dozen bears harvested in the 400 to 500 pound range, he said.

In the Gwinn BMU, where Norton harvested a bear this year, 

registrations were down about 5 percent. Norton said the Gwinn 
and Amasa units are very close to the DNR’s desired harvest. In 
the Newberry BMU, “it looks like it’s up about 15 percent from 
last year,” Norton said. 

Michigan bear guide Darren Kamphouse poses with his son 
Camren, 10, and a 280 pound bear killed by daughter, Aubrie, 14.

Shannon Kortman didn't let his disability hold him back from 
harvesting a nice bear in 2021 with the help of the Farmer family.

Evans was determined to get Kortman a Michigan black bear. 
Regulations allow hunters to transfer a tag to disabled and 

youth hunters, and before long the Farmer family offered to not 
only transfer a tag, but also host a hound hunt in the Gwinn Bear 
Management Unit. 
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President's Message
Hello Bear Hunters, 
Hope everyone had a great 2021 

Bear Season! Now that the season 
has ended, preliminary results are 
showing similar harvest results as in 
2020, apart from the western and cen-
tral UP.  The western UP preliminary 
harvest numbers may fall under 2020 
harvest numbers but are in line with 
2019, while the central UP preliminary 
harvest is leaning toward a higher 
harvest than anticipated. Many things 

can affect harvest numbers, so it will be interesting to hear the 
DNR presentation at the December Bear Forum. 

As I write this, firearm deer and trapping season are in full 
swing and I am seeing a lot of great pictures posted on social 
media, but also some that are a bit rough. As with all successful 
hunt stories, the pictures we take really do memorialize the hunt, 
success and people that were part of the memory. It never goes 
unnoticed when successful hunters take the extra time to present 
the harvested animal for those pictures. Tuck the tongue back 
in, clean the fur up and make the picture that will be posted on 
social media, a picture that we want the antis to try to use against 
us. It will never hurt our community to be mindful of the roughly 
75% of people in our state that don’t participate in any type of 
hunting or fishing but aren’t against it either. Their perspective 
of us, and what we do, is very important to the survival of our 

MBHA President 
Keith Shafer

sports regardless of which sport it is. If we can all do our part to 
present ourselves better on social media, then we all take steps 
to preserve the hunting legacy for generations to come. 

The 2022 MBHA annual convention is on! Scheduled for March 
4 and 5 at Shanty Creek resorts in Bellaire, MI. Please stay tuned 
and check our website for updates, to book rooms and reserve 
tickets. Also, by the time this goes to print, the 2022 MBHA 
Warchest raffle will be in full swing. With over $20,000 in prizes 
including a Polaris four-wheeler, $3,000 travel voucher, thermal 
imaging scopes and guns, you better not wait to email warchest@
mibearhunters.org or call Brett Hopp at 989.710.1045 to get your 
tickets ($20.00 each)! The raffle will be drawn on March 5 at our 
annual banquet. Don’t forget to enter our Big Bear contest. Please 
go to https://mibearhunters.org/activities/big-bear-award/ to en-
ter. Good luck in the coming months on all hunts you participate 
in. I look forward to hearing your stories firsthand in March at 
our convention.  m

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/MIBEARHUNTERS



The Bear Facts  •  DECEMBER    2021         • 3 • Michigan Bear Hunters Association

Harrison 10-year-old takes first bear 
behind hounds after 50 hours in the 
blind 
By Victor Skinner

The 2021 bear hunting season cost Tanner Phelps a week away 
from school, but his father contends the experience offered the 
10-year-old an education that can’t be found in the classroom. 

“He probably learned more from the hunt than he would have 
from books that week,” Harrison resident Jonny Phelps said. “I 
feel like our kids need so much more than they get at a public 
school.”

The elder Phelps drew a tag for the second Newberry hunt and 
transferred it to Tanner, an experienced deer and rabbit hunter 
with four bucks to his credit. The lessons started on Sept. 13, 
when the duo trekked to McMillan to spent 50 hours in the blind. 

“We hunted for six days straight day and night over bait,” Jonny 
Phelps said. “We saw seven bears in total” but none presented 
a clean shot. 

A sow with three cubs were the first to come in.
“The first time he seen the bears, he was visibly shaking, ex-

cited,” Phelps said. 
On another day, they passed on two others that showed up at 

daybreak. 
“He wasn’t real comfortable shooting in low light conditions,” 

Phelps said. “He couldn’t quite get them in the scope like he liked.”
Another bear appeared briefly in an opening before wandering 

off, the last before their time was up. Phelps said the bait site 
was plenty active before the season, and he suspects the bears 
went nocturnal as hound hunters took to the woods. 

“That helped us decide maybe we’d like to hunt with hounds,” 
Phelps said. 

Several hound hunters Phelps knows were not interested in 
running their dogs in wolf country because of prior run-ins, he 
said, so he took to Facebook to solicit help. 

“We … put a post wondering if anyone was interested in taking 
a kid out who has put in his time,” Phelps said. 

Michigan Bear Hunters Association member Justin Neff vol-
unteered to help, and the Phelps agreed to pick up a plot hound 
puppy for Neff on the way up. The group met up on Oct. 7 to set 
up a plan, then met the next morning near Pine Stump Junction. 

By 8:30 a.m., Neff’s hounds had treed a 170 pound sow.
“I was really excited for it,” Tanner Phelps said. “When we did 

eventually get to the treed bear, there was lots of things going 
through my mind, good and bad.”

The importance of getting a good shot was obvious, because he 
said he didn’t want to tango with an angry wounded black bear. 

“When you’re in the blind, it doesn’t know you’re there,” he said. 
“It was crazy. It was so loud (from the baying hounds) when we 
got there.”

Tanner resolved to take the bear with a head shot from his .270 
to ensure a quick kill. The shot, straight up about 80 feet, was 
not how he typically practiced. 

“We found the nearest tree, a little one, and it was hard for me 
to balance up on it, so my dad helped me,” he said. “I shot him 
in the head because he was kind of blocking his heart.”

“He shot it, it dropped, and we had no situation,” Jonny Phelps 
said. “It was dead before it hit the ground.”

“When he fell, he broke all the ribs off one side,” Tanner said. 
“I felt like it was a dream, like I really did that!”

The crew managed to kill the bear very close to a trail, and it 
was an easy haul back to the truck. 

The next day, Neff invited the Phelps’ on another run that went 
for about five miles before they snapped pictures of a small boar 

and released the bear. 
“Treed and freed,” Phelps said. 
“I feel like he really got to experience a lot 

of aspects of the hunt,” the father said. “It 
was really a cool experience for him.”

It was a cool experience for Phelps, as well. 
“As a parent, I think you get more satisfac-

tion than doing it yourself,” he said. 
The Phelps’ are now waiting for their 

sausage, while Tanner plans out his next 
adventure. 

“I want to go out to Montana,” he said. m

Ten-year-old Tanner Phelps and his father 
Jonny Phelps pose with a bear Tanner 
harvested with the help of hound in the 

Newberry BMU
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Michigan DNR bear specialist Cody Norton poses with a 
215-pound sow he harvested on opening day in the Gwinn BMU, 
using a .30-06 given to him by his father-in-law Joe Burke, who 

passed away this summer.
Hunters have complained about dwindling bear numbers in the 

Newberry BMU in recent years, but in 2021 Norton said the DNR 
“heard a lot of good reports.”

“It was nice to see a lot of positive comments,” he said. “There 
was lots of reports from hunters seeing multiple bears on cam-
era.”

State licensed hunters on Drummond Island harvested five 
bears out of a quota of 6 bears, while tribal harvest included a 
single bear. 

“Across the UP, we were hearing very positive things from 
hunters,” Norton said. “It just seemed like there was a lot of bear 
activity this year.”

Below the bridge, it was a similar story. 
The harvest is expected to be “slightly above last year” in the 

Baldwin BMU, with the average harvest weight for males between 
250 and 325 pounds, Norton said. 

In the Red Oak BMU, “some check stations reported an average 
number checked in and some reported a little above average,” 
he said. 

“We did increase harvest a bit so we kind of expect it to be a 
little above,” Norton said. “Hopefully it’s a good sign we increased 
harvest, but not too much.”

Norton said he’s yet to receive numbers or reports from the 
Gladwin BMU, where officials increased the harvest quota slightly 
for 2021. 

DNR officials increased the desired harvest across the northern 
Lower Peninsula for 2021, with the Red Oak BMU quota increased 
from 245 bears to 317, Baldwin BMU from 135 bears to 168, and 

the Gladwin BMU from 20 bears to 24. 
DNR officials will also be looking closely at the impact of a new 

archery only season that was expanded from the Red Oak BMU 
to cover the entire northern Lower Peninsula this year. The move 
essentially gave archery hunters an extra week to harvest a bear, 
from Oct. 2 to 8. 

“We don’t have good break downs right now,” Norton said, “but 
that’s definitely something we want to be looking at.”

Michigan Bear Hunters Association President Keith Shafer said 
weather and a lack of mast were significant factors for the season 
where he hunted in the west UP, near Houghton. 

“The first part of the season we had wonderful weather, but 
the last part of the season we ran into some rain, which made it 
tougher,” Shafer said. 

For the most part, “we didn’t have mast for animals to eat,” he 
said, which offered an advantage to bait hunters. 

“It’d be interesting to see the success rate of the bait hunters 
because of the lack of natural food,” he said. “I think we’re going 
to see issues and the DNR is really going to have to monitor and 
pay attention to success rates with different types of hunting.”

Hunters in Shafer’s crew didn’t come across a lot of bears, he 
said, “probably average to less than average for what we normally 
see,” he said. 

“We didn’t see a lot of sows with cubs,” Shafer said. “In years 
past, it was pretty normal to see three or four sets of sows with 
cubs.”

For 2021, the crew found “one set of sow and cub tracks with 
wolf tracks running behind them,” Shafer said. 

“I’d say the average bear we harvested and saw this year was … 
150 to 200 pounds,” he said. “We didn’t kill any real big bears. I 
think the biggest was around 335 pounds.”

Shafer said he also hunted Pigeon River country in the Red Oak 
BMU and described conditions there as average. 

“We didn’t see an overabundance of bears,” he said. “There was 
a few days we didn’t find a bear to run.”

Hound hunter Justin Manning had better luck in the Red Oak 
BMU, near Alpena and Lewiston. 

“I think it went phenomenal, great season,” Manning said. “There 
wasn’t a day we didn’t have a bear on the bait.”

Manning said his hunting group took a bear that weighed out at 
403 pounds dressed on opening day, though they came across 
several smaller bears, as well. 

“We had one sow hanging around with three cubs,” he said. 
“We definitely have a good population of bears.”

“In one very small area we had six different bears on one bait,” 
Manning said. “A couple of miles away we had eight bears, not 
the same bears.”

Manning and his hunting partners also headed to the Newberry 
BMU to take two bears, one at 150 pounds live weight and another 
at 348 pounds live weight. 

In total, the crew helped harvest eight bears, the biggest on 
opening day.

Dana Delong, hound hunter near Mio, said his hunting party 
took three bears in the Red Oak BMU, but “we worked hard to 
get them.”

“It took us the whole season to get them,” Delong said. 
The biggest bears weighed in at about 290 pounds, he said. 

Bear Season 2021  Continued from page 1...
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Ken Konst poses with a 380 pound boar he harvested in the 
Baldwin BMU with the help of guide Darren Kamphouse.

“For the last six or so seasons it’s been about the average,” 
Delong said. “They’re smaller, that’s why it takes so long to fill 
your tag, being somewhat selective on 200 plus pound bears.”

Overall, “I think the population is staying steady” in Red Oak, 
Delong said, “not getting better, not getting worse.”

Delong also trekked to the UP to hunt the Newberry BMU, 
where he said “it was very slim pickings, especially compared 
to Red Oak.”

“The bears we were finding were from dragging roads and 
looking for tracks” because “there wasn’t much for acorns this 
year” where he hunted between Newberry and Grand Marais. 

“It was a lot of driving for not a lot of tracks,” he said. 
MBHA Director Jim Davis reported more favorable conditions 

in the Baldwin BMU. Davis helps a buddy guide bear hunters, 
and things went “really well” in 2021, he said. 

“We took eight bears, it was really good,” he said. “We hunted 
hard. The bear population is a pretty good, healthy population.”

Strong mast production in the Baldwin BMU made finding bears 
slightly more work, he said, but the animals harvested were 
generally average size with the largest estimated at 440 pounds. 

“I think it was a pretty average year. The weather was great, 
just a really good season,” Davis said. “We got all of our hunt-
ers bears.”

Davis said there was also plenty of evidence of natural repro-
duction. 

“We had a sow with two cubs and a couple with three cubs,” 
he said. 

The increased harvest in the Baldwin BMU meant “there was 
definitely hunting pressure, but it wasn’t horrible by no means,” 
Davis said, adding that the DNR is currently managing a good 
balance in the Baldwin BMU and should refrain from further 
license increases. 

“I am a firm believer we shouldn’t up the bear tags,” he said. 
“We need to leave them alone.”

Tim Riley, DNR technician based in Gaylord, told The Bear Facts 
he’s getting “lots of good reports” that “there’s plenty of bears 
around” the northern Lower Peninsula. 

“At the check station in Mio … people seemed pretty pleased,” 
he said. “Bear size seemed to be up a little bit. Seemed like aver-
age size was a little better this year.”

Riley said nuisance complaints were also down in 2021 in the 
northern Lower Peninsula. 

“I think there was just a lot more natural food around” that kept 
bears from wandering into town, he said. “There was also a lot 
less complaints this year between user groups.”

Darren Kamphouse, a popular guide in the Baldwin BMU, 
agreed that natural food sources were a key component of the 
2021 season. 

“Overall, we killed eight bears … in eight days, but we had a 
little harder time finding bigger bears,” Kamphouse said, adding 
that the biggest two harvested weighed in at about 380 pounds. 
“I think the biggest thing was natural food was great … from 
berries to beechnuts, apple trees.

“That and a combination of more tags, there’s a lot more baits 
in the woods,” he said. “Our baits were pretty low compared to 
years before. We had to cover a lot of ground.”

Kamphouse thinks the increase in licenses in the Baldwin BMU 
in recent years is definitely having an impact on the population. 

“I think it’s kind of on a downslope. The bears seem to be declin-
ing the last eight years,” he said. “We don’t have multiple bears 
on baits like we used to. Baldwin has been steadily increasing 
tags and I think (the population) is catching up.”

Despite the relatively average season, Kamphouse said it was 
special for him because he helped his 14-year-old daughter Aubrie 
harvest a 280 pound bear, her first. 

“She was very excited,” he said. 
Kamphouse also hunted the Baraga BMU during the first week 

of October.
“We found a lot of bear, but nothing real big,” he said, adding 

that most were in the 200 pound range. 
“I think we treed 10 bears in six days,” he said. “It seemed like 

the sows were hitting the bait still. They seemed super fat.”
Jordan Farmer hunted the central UP across the Newberry, 

Gwinn and Baraga BMUs and “had a pretty good season with 
quite a few bears around.”

“There was lots of acorns, berries, wild cherries, so the baits 
were kind of slow,” he said. 

“I would say it was about average,” Farmer said. “We had a lot 
of sows with cubs pretty much everywhere we hunted. There was 
lots of wolves, too.”

“We had to deal with wolves a lot, we had a lot of run-ins with 
them this year,” Farmer said. “I feel like every other time we went 
out we had a problem with them.”

“We caught a lot of bear and killed 10 or something, but we 
only target big boars,” he said. “I think we ended up this season 
– from July to the end of the season – treeing about 70 bears.”

And while there were bears to run, most seemed on the smaller 
side, he said. 

“We killed some very nice bears, but we really had to hunt for 
those bear,” Farmer said. “Sizes were down in my opinion.” m
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UP lawmakers want DNR conservation 
officers to wear body cameras 
By Victor Skinner

Two Upper Peninsula lawmakers want Michigan Depart-
ment of Natural Resources conservation officers to wear 
body cameras in the field and they’ve introduced legislation 
in both the House and Senate to mandate the move. 
Rep. Beau LaFave introduced House Bill 4969 in June and 

the measure was approved by the Military, Veterans and 
Homeland Security Committee he chairs last month. 
The bill simply states “a conservation officer shall wear 

a body-worn camera while exercising his or her duties as 
a conservation officer” and that audio or video recordings 
would be subject to the law enforcement body-worn camera 
privacy act. 
Sen. Ed McBroom introduced identical legislation in June, 

Senate Bill 0590, which is currently in the Senate Judiciary 
and Public Safety Committee.
LaFave explained the reasoning behind the bills at a com-

mittee hearing in October, citing a reduction in use of force 
incidents and citizen complaints against officers using the 
technology. 
“This plan gives our officers – who oftentimes are alone 

in the field far away from backup and typical city cameras 
or surveillance systems – a layer of evidentiary protection 
when they have an encounter with someone. It helps to 
dispel unfounded accusations against honorable officers. It 
also gives citizens greater accountability when they feel there 
has been an instance of officer misconduct,” LaFave said. 
“This footage is extremely useful. It allows for more clarity 

and can help provide definitive evidence and adjudication,” 
he said. “That’s beneficial to taxpayers from the state of 
Michigan and creates a fairer, more effective system of 
enforcement.”
McBroom introduced the Senate bill following complaints 

from constituents involved in interactions with conservation 
officers, and he believes the cameras would benefit both 
taxpayers and officers in the field, he said. 
“It’s clearly the way law enforcement is trending. Law 

enforcement I’ve talked to like them to be able to validate in 
front of the court what they did and did not say,” McBroom 
said. 
The bills specifically target conservation officers, rather 

than all law enforcement officers in Michigan, because 
“right now our other law enforcement are already doing 
it,” McBroom said. 
“I’m not receiving a lot of complaints” about state or lo-

cal police, he said. “I’m getting complaints from citizens 
in interactions with COs who aren’t wearing body cams.”
The House Fiscal Agency did not provide a cost estimate 

for the legislation, but stated it’s “unlikely to directly affect 
(DNR) revenues or costs or revenues for local govern-
ments.”

The analysis notes “the bill may result in increased equip-
ment costs for the department,” but “the extent of this 
potential cost increase is unclear and likely to vary with the 
specific camera or cameras deployed for use by conserva-
tion officers.”
“Existing appropriations may cover these costs in absence 

of dedicated funding; the department’s General Law Enforce-
ment appropriation is $45.8 million Gross for FY 2021-22,” 
according to the House Fiscal Agency. 
LaFave estimates the cost of purchasing camera equipment 

at roughly $260,000 for the state, with annual upkeep and 
data storage costs of about $87,000.
DNR officials cited the funding and other issues in oppos-

ing the legislation. 
“The DNR is opposed to Senate Bill 0590. We have sev-

eral areas of major policy concern. First the bill singles out 
DNR law enforcement officers as being required in statute 
to wear body cameras. We believe this discussion should 
focus broadly on all law enforcement officers, not simply 
DNR officers. We also have concerns about the lack of time 
to roll out any potential body camera implementation plan 
or create overall policies regarding use of the cameras,” 
DNR spokesman Ed Golder wrote in an email to Michigan 
Outdoor News. 
“Besides the policy discussion, the bill represents a signifi-

cant unfounded mandate. There has been no discussion of 
any separate appropriation bill to provide funds to immedi-
ately purchase the camera equipment, pay for training, pay 
for digital storage space or for additional staff that would 
be needed to manage everything that lines up with body 
cameras,” Golder wrote. 
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“Neither has the legislature identified the necessary funds 
required to cover ongoing costs of equipment maintenance, 
digital storage, or other associated costs. We do not have 
available funds or current staff to dedicate to this proposal 
at this time.”
McBroom dismissed the concern about funding, arguing 

the DNR has the means to make it happen within the de-
partment’s current budget. He alleged “the governor won’t 
sign bills with appropriations” and said the DNR “can ask 
for an appropriation in the next budget cycle” if necessary. 
“They’re harassing people over their bird feeders and 

they don’t ask for a special appropriation to go out and do 
harassment,” he said. 
Amy Trotter, executive director of Michigan United Conser-

vation Clubs, said her organization doesn’t currently have 
a policy regarding body cameras on conservation officers. 
“This is not an issue that’s been discussed by my member-

ship, nor have I heard it talked about as a concern,” Trotter 
said, noting it’s “likely an expensive addition to outfitting 
conservation officers.”
McBroom said he expects the Senate’s Judiciary and 
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Public Safety Committee to hold a hearing on the bill in the 
near future. 
“We’ll be taking it up pretty soon, hopefully before the end 

of the year,” he said. 
Keith Shafer, president of the Michigan Bear Hunters As-

sociation, said the issue hasn’t been reviewed by the MBHA 
board, but it seems on the surface to make sense. 
“I don’t think it’s that bad of an idea – it tells both sides 

and it’s the truth,” Shafer said. “There’s no point in not 
having them.”  m
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Several Michigan hunters took bears of 
a lifetime in 2021, including one over 
600 pounds  
By Victor Skinner 

While most hunters reported a fairly average 2021 bear hunt-
ing season, several harvested very large bears in challenging 
circumstances.

Robert Porter applied for nine years before drawing a tag for 
the Red Oak Bear Management Unit this 
year, first as a nonresident and later as a 
resident of Roscommon after retiring and 
moving to Michigan three years ago. 

The South Dakota transplant resolved to 
take a bear over bait and teamed up with 
Vietnam War veteran buddy Steve Alger 
to run several baits in a swamp known as 
the Dead Stream about 18 miles west of 
Roscommon. 

For weeks, Porter hauled in 60-pound 
packs of bait to three sites, the farthest 
about a mile into the brush. 

“I walked a mile in and a mile back,” he 
said. “I lost 14 pounds that month of bait-
ing, and I kept it off.”

Porter passed on the first day of the 
season because “the wind was out of the 
wrong direction” and blowing into all three 
baits. The second day, Porter baited his two 
closest sites before settling in his ground 
blind at the third site, the farthest in, for 
the evening hunt. 

“I got in about 6:30 and about 7:30 
or so two cubs and a sow came in and 
goofed around,” he said. 

Minutes later, a noise sent one of the cubs up a tree and Porter 
prepped his muzzleloader. 

“All of a sudden, they just took off like a rocket,” he said. 
Moments later a very large bear wandered in, his shoulder pass-

ing far above the driveway marker Porter steaked near the site to 
gauge size. The bear went to the bait and Porter slowly started to 
stand for a shot when air rushing from his seat cushion startled 
the bruin, which fixed its sights in Porter’s direction. 

“I was half way to standing up and I froze,” he said. 
The standoff lasted only seconds and the bear turned back to 

the bait, but shooting time was waning. Porter said he used the 
driveway marker as reference and lined it up with the bear’s front 
shoulder, then fired just behind the mark. 

“There was a billow of smoke and you couldn’t see,” Porter said. 
Seconds later he could make out the bruin repeatedly leaping 

in the air in some small pines. 
“He jumped pretty high – six feet in the air,” he said. “I heard him 

hit the ground … and I recorded about half of the death moan.”
“I went the direction he ran and knew about where he was at,” 

Porter said. “I actually walked right past him and there were two 
big ferns covering him up.”

After locating the bear, Porter contacted his brother with the 
good news, but it was too dark and the bear was too big for the 
two to haul him out that night. 

“My brother brought in a sled and we got the bear in it, but we 
went about 20 feet and realized this ain’t happening,” he said. 

The two attempted to weigh the bear, but couldn’t find a tree big 
enough to hold him. They decided to gut the bear and leave him 
be, “praying the meat wouldn’t spoil” before they could retrieve 
it the next day. 

“I got out there the next morning and he was fine,” Porter said. 
With help from Alger and others, 

Porter skinned the bear and sec-
tioned the meat to pack out, leaving 
the guts and as much fat as possible 
behind. 

“I weighed everything when I got 
home,” Porter said, and the total 
came to 471 pounds. 

Porter added 17 to 18 percent to 
the weight to account for the guts 
and fat, coming up with an estimated 
live weight of about 550 pounds. 

“I got him to a taxidermist and 
we’re going to get the head scored,” 
he said. 

Porter also hopes to look into the 
Michigan record books to see how 
the bear compares to others taken 
with a muzzleloader once the scull 
is officially scored. 

Much farther north, Nick Shimel, 
boyfriend of MBHA Director Elisa 

Kwapis, also harvested a large 
bear during the third hunt in the 
Baraga BMU. 

The chase started on a rainy 

Nick Shimel harvested a 345 pound bear with the help of Keith 
Huff's hunting crew. Front L-R - Allen Huff, Stan Kwapis, Nick 

Shimel. Back L-R - Logan Huff, Troy Huff with Big D, and Coalton 
Huff.

Roscommon resident Robert Porter poses with a 
bear he shot with his muzzleloader in the Red Oak 

BMU, estimated at 550 pounds.
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morning after Kwapis located a track and called in her uncle, 
past MBHA president Troy Huff, who called in Shimel and MBHA 
Director Stan Kwapis, Elisa Kwapis’ father. 

“Stan and I caught up with them at the track and Johnny and 
Big D were put on the track,” Shimel wrote in a message to The 
Bear Facts. “Due to an increase in wolves in the area and the size 
of the bear track Stan and I tagged right along behind the dogs. 

“Soon we heard the dogs go from cold trailing to jumped. It 
was not long before we heard Big D go to a bay with Johnny 
catching up to them.”

Stan Kwapis and Shimel pushed through the thick brush, up and 
down ravines, as MBHA Director Keith Huff turned in his dogs to 
help keep the bear in place. 

Minutes later, Shimel had his sights set on the large boar, which 
he took with a single shot. 

“When he hit the ground it all came rushing to me that I had 
just harvested my first black bear and it was a once in a lifetime 
bear,” Shimel wrote. “He was a nice boar with two white patches 
on his chest. He ended up dressing out at 345 pounds.”

Shimel credited the successful hunt to teamwork from the Huff 
family and friends, as well as “the great line of Huff bred Walker 
hounds that got the job done.”

“It was not just a day to celebrate my first bear, but it was a day 
to celebrate this great accomplishment as a whole group,” Shimel 
wrote. “Without every single person in our group, it would have 
been impossible.”

Mio AuSable High School freshman Shayna Stagg also tagged 
a bear of a lifetime this season with the help of her father, Ted 
Stagg, and family friend Tim Butler. 

Butler drew a tag for the Red Oak BMU and after consulting 
with the elder Stagg opted to transfer the license to Shayna, 
while making arrangements for Angela Stagg, Shayna’s mother, 
to transfer her next license to Butler’s young son, Brody, when 
the time was right. 

The crew baited near Fairview and within three days had a very 

large bear on camera they nicknamed FB, short for fat bastard. 
“I figured he was in the 500s, a nice heavy bear,” Ted Stagg said. 

“We had several bears coming in and we had another bear show 
up we called Legs, who was over 400 pounds.”

The Staggs baited consistently between 10 and 11 a.m., and 
FB would show up between 11:20 and 1 p.m., followed shortly 
after by Legs. 

“The two would be within minutes of each other on the bait,” 
Stagg said. 

Later in the baiting season, FB went AWOL for a week, then 
returned to establish a new pattern of hitting the bait between 7 
and 7:40 p.m. That pattern continued until opening day, and the 
Staggs felt confident they would connect with FB. 

With Brody and Butler along for the hunt, the Staggs were waiting 
and ready at 7 p.m. on opening day, but nothing. 

“Eight o’clock came around and we were like, what happened?” 
Stagg said. 

Minutes later, Legs showed up. 
“We had a 400 to 450 pound bear in front of us the opening 

night,” he said. “I asked Shayna if she wanted to take him, but 
she said, ‘No, it’s not FB.’”

Stagg ensured Shayna understood the opportunity she was 
passing up, but the 14-year-old was set on taking the bigger 
bear, he said. 

“We actually had to bump Legs out of there, which was not a 
good thing,” Stagg said, adding he couldn’t believe what he was 
doing. 

“How do you pass up a 450 pound bear?” he said. “I would have 
never shot FB with a 450 pound bear in front of me.”

Shayna, an experienced deer hunter, said she just had a feeling 
her patience would pay off. 

“I knew FB was there and it was the first day of the season, so 
I thought we could take that chance,” she said. 

Stagg took his daughter from school at lunchtime the next day to 
try again, but “everything was messed up” and they didn’t manage 
to bait until about 1:30 p.m. Once in the blind, Shayna worked on 
schoolwork, while her father took a nap. 

About a quarter after 4 p.m., in came FB. 
“I kinda wanted to say ‘I told you so,’” Shayna said. “He was 

getting to the bait, smelling the barrel, when I shot him.”
A single round from Shayna’s .30-06 in the heart downed the 

massive boar within seconds. 
“He didn’t go probably 30 to 33 yards,” Stagg said. 
The bear’s massive size really set in when the two went to retrieve 

him, Shayna said. 
“I thought he was a lot bigger than he looked on camera,” she 

said. “It was shocking to see when we put him on the scale he 
was 647 pounds.”

The Staggs took the bear to several certified scales to ensure an 
accurate reading, and they all came back at 647 pounds. 

The Staggs have a working theory that the bear was likely the 
same one Angela was pursuing in 2016, when they estimated him 
at over 500 pounds, though they’re not certain. 

“We’re still working on what he could be turned into for a mount, 
but we’re leaning toward a full mount,” Shayna said. 

The meat, she said, was made into a lifetime supply of sausage. 
m

Shayna Stagg poses with a 647-pound bear she harvested 
over bait with the help of her father, Ted Stagg, and family 

friend, Tim Butler.

Missing Photo
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22001177  CCoonnvveennttiioonn  AAggeennddaa  
Friday March 17, 2017– Hospitality Room– Bellaire Ballroom North  
7:00pm—12:00am  Sponsored by Newberry Motors 
 
Saturday March 18, 2017– Kids Program and Pizza Party    
12:00pm-2:30pm Free for kids 14 and under. DNR Educational   
   Programs and Craft Project 
   Organized by Hannah Huff and Ed Shaw 
 
Saturday March 18, 2017– Convention Center 
10:00am-12:00pm Convention Center open for registration, merchan- 
   dise, membership, and various vendors. 
12:00pm-12:15pm Opening/Blitz Raffle 
12:15pm-1:00pm  Kevin Swanson, DNR Bear and wolf specialist will  
   give an  update for 2017-2018 bear regulations. 
1:00pm-1:10pm  Blitz Raffle 
1:15pm-2:45pm  Clay Newcomb, Bear Hunting Magazine– Introduction of 
   the MBHA produced video ‘Defending Traditions’,            
   followed by highlights of exciting bear hunts from across  
   North America. 
2:45pm-3:00pm  Blitz Raffle 
3:00pm-4:30pm Break 
4:30pm-5:15pm  Cocktail Time with Raffles, Merchandise and Games 
5:15pm-5:30pm  Blitz Raffle 
5:30pm-5:45pm  Convention Welcoming - Rep. Triston Cole 
5:45pm-6:00pm Association update– President Tim Dusterwinkle 
6:00pm-7:00pm Buffet Dinner 
7:00pm-7:15pm  Blitz Raffle 
7:15pm-7:40pm  Dan Eichinger, MUCC- Protecting Michigan’s   
   Hunting and Fishing heritage. 
7:40pm-8:30pm  Awards Presentation- Bear Patch, Scholarship,   
   Big Bear Award,  
8:30pm-8:45pm  Blitz Raffle 
8:45pm-9:15pm  Auction 
9:15pm-10:30pm In house Raffles, Warchest Raffle Drawings 

Official Car Dealership of the 2017 MBHA Convention: 
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McLean’s Hardware 
Kalkaska, MI 

Dawn Cottrell 

Tyler’s Creations 

Lake City Feeds 

Education Outdoors 

Rusty and Cindy Huff 

 

Team Fix Gaylord Vet Clinic 

Kwapis Outdoor 

Mike and Rita  
LaForge 

For updates on Events, Raffles, MBHA Apparel, Memberships, News & More — visit our website!

www.mibearhunters.org

 

 

22001199  CCoonnvveennttiioonn  AAggeennddaa  
Friday March 15, 2019—Hospitality Room– Bellaire Ballroom 
7:00pm-12:00am Mingle with fellow hunters and enjoy complimentary  
   snacks, appetizers, and $2 draft beers. 
 
Saturday March 16, 2019– Kids Program and Pizza Party 
9:00am-12:30pm Free for kids 14 and under 
3:00pm-4:00pm Shanty Creek Tubing Hill open to Convention attendees 
 
Saturday March 16, 2019– Convention Center 
10:00am-12:00pm Convention Center open for registration, raffle,  
   merchandise, membership, and various vendors. 
12:00pm-12:15pm Opening/Blitz Raffle 
12:15pm-1:15pm  Brian Mastenbrook, MI DNR– 100 years of Michigan elk. 
1:15pm-1:30pm  Blitz Raffle 
1:30pm-2:30pm  Mark Boersen, MI DNR– Placing orphaned bear cubs. 
2:30pm-2:45pm  Blitz Raffle 
3:00pm-4:15pm  Break (Shanty Creek tubing hill open for convention  
    attendees from 3:00pm -4:00pm) 
4:15pm-5:15pm  Doors re-open with cocktails, raffles, and games. 
5:15pm-5:30pm  Blitz Raffle 
5:30pm-5:45pm  Convention Welcoming - Rep. Triston Cole 
5:45pm-6:00pm Association update– President Tim Dusterwinkle 
6:00pm-7:00pm Buffet Dinner 
7:00pm-7:15pm  Blitz Raffle 
7:15pm-7:40pm  Dan Eichinger, MI DNR Director– protecting Michigan’s  
   hunting and fishing heritage. 
7:40pm-8:45pm  Awards Presentation- Bear Patch, Scholarship, Big Bear  
   Award, Legislative award. 
8:45pm-9:00pm Blitz Raffle 
9:00pm-10:30pm In house Raffles, Warchest Raffle Drawings 
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CCaarrdd  GGaammeess  aanndd  AAuuccttiioonn  IItteemmss  
Bear Rug Taxidermy 

Donated by: Jay Brink 
Barn wood furniture 

Donated by: Bill Sutherland 
Cowboy’s Barnwood Creations 

Dogbox 
Donated by: Tree Dog Kustoms 

 

Bear Rug Taxidermy 
Donated by: Jay Brink Taxidermy 

Garmin TT-15 Collar 
Donated by: Double U 

Dogbox 
Donated by: Delynne Schneider 

 

Bird Feeder 
Donated by:  

Rex and Rhonda Lansing 

 Tri-Tronics Pro-70 
Donated by: Double U  

KEL-TEC Sub 2000 
Donated by: 

 Cliff and Maria Anderson 

Trijicon Scope 
Donated by: Trijicon 

 

Each blitz raffle will offer 3 prizes. The first blitz winner will be 
able to pick one of the 3 prizes offered. Each blitz raffle winner 
thereafter will be able to pick a prize from the 3 new  prizes in 
that blitz, or any of the previously offered unselected prizes.      

If you purchased a blitz ticket and didn’t win, that means you 
have a second chance to win. Simply write your name on the 

back of the ticket and place in the container on the table with 
the blitz prizes. At the end of the night, a bonus blitz  

raffle winner will be selected from these tickets.  

BBlliittzz  RRaafffflleess  
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Michigan lawmakers, conservation 
groups make new push to regulate 
hunting guides
By Victor Skinner

Michigan lawmakers are again considering legislation to 
require hunting and fishing guides to register with the state, 
the latest of several attempts in recent years. 
The House Natural Resources and Outdoor Recreation 

Committee held a hearing on a three bill package in late 
October that spells out specific requirements for hunting 
and fishing guides to register in Michigan. 
The move is aimed at weeding out bad actors in the field, 

while also providing the Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources with valuable information for managing fish and 
wildlife. The bipartisan legislation is backed by the state’s 
largest conservation groups, including Michigan United 
Conservation Clubs, the Michigan Hunting Dog Federation, 
Michigan Trout Unlimited, the Upper Peninsula Sportsmen’s 
Alliance, Straits Area Sportsmen’s Club and several others. 
MUCC Executive Director Amy Trotter said registering and 

regulating commercial hunting and fishing guides has been 
a policy goal for her members for decades. 
“MUCC believes it’s important to put something in place 

both for better understanding the total impact of guiding in 
Michigan, but also to ensure the safety of novice hunters and 
anglers who utilize guides,” she said. “It’s also an important 
tool to collect data on fish and wildlife to help manage them.”
“Overall, in the big picture, we’re setting a low bar to get 

guides registered, so we know how many there are and in 
what parts of the state,” Trotter said. 
Trotter joined representatives from the Michigan DNR and 

numerous other conservation, hunting and fishing groups 
to testify in favor of House Bills 5358, 5359, and 5360 in 
October. There was no opposing testimony. 
HB 5358 details registration requirements for hunting 

guides, which would include first aid certification, no record 
of felonies or major wildlife violations, and eligibility for a 
license for the species targeted. The bill also mandates a 
first aid kit with specific items, and would outlaw any work 
on commercial forest lands. 
The bill requires an annual report on the counties in which 

guides hunted, species pursued, the number of clients, and 
the number of animals taken, as well as “any additional in-
formation the (Department of Natural Resources) requires 
regarding the biological characteristics of the game animals 
harvested.”
HB 5359 outlines similar provisions for inland fishing 

guides, though it requires monthly reports rather than an 
annual report. Those reports must include the fish spe-
cies targeted, the number of clients and hours fished for 
each trip, the number of fish caught, whether the fish were 

 Mike Thorman, legislative liaison for hound hunters, and Amy 
Trotter, executive director for Michigan United Conservation 

Clubs, testify in Lansing in October.

harvested or released, and the bodies of water utilized by 
guides, according to the bill. 
Fines included for failing to file a report range from $100 

to $500. The bills also include fines for providing false 
information or using commercial forest lands. 
The bills call for a $150 application fee that covers three 

years, which is waived for licensed charter boat captains. 
Fishing guides who want to use a boat would also need a 
$300 “boating access entry pass” for public access under 
HB 5359.
HB 5360 tasks the Michigan Natural Resources Commis-

sion with “regulating the use of commercial hunting guides 
or sport fishing guides in taking game and fish.”
“If there was ever a need to distribute guiding effort in 

a particular region or unit … (the NRC) could potentially 
distribute guiding permits,” Trotter said. “We wanted to 
make sure someone had the authority if it ever came down 
to needing that.”
Mike Thorman, legislative liaison for the Michigan Hunt-

ing Dog Federation and other hound hunting groups, told 
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The Bear Facts he’s worked with lawmakers and hunting 
groups for years to gain broad support and he is hopeful 
the legislation will gain approval during the current session. 
“It started out being an expensive license, expensive in-

surance, a lot of conditions that had to be met, and we’ve 
pared it down … because we didn’t realize how many small 
operators were out there and we didn’t want to price them 
out of the system,” Thorman said. 
“The charter boat captains already have to do this, and a 

lot more,” he said. “We’re not trying to create bureaucracy 
… it’s just the basics – how many people are guiding and 
the impact they’re having on the resource.”
Both Trotter and Michigan Trout Unlimited Executive Direc-

tor Bryan Burroughs highlighted how the required reports 
would help wildlife managers, particularly with areas like 
inland waterways where there’s currently little data. 
Burroughs notes that some guides who spend dozens of 

days per year on the water, and “that’s a lot of information 
on what’s going on.”
“You ask people to manage these things so you got to let 

them know what’s going on,” Burroughs said. “It’s really 
common sense, being able to ask for reports.”
Michael Pedigo, an elk guide and founder of the Michigan 

Guides and Outfitters Association, said he believes “the 
outdoor industry is changing” to rely more on guides, and 
it’s critical they leave a good impression.
“People don’t have the time to do their own baits and run 

their own dogs,” he said. “I believe guides are becoming 
the face of conservation.”
In many cases, “guides might be their first exposure” to 

hunting, and Pedigo believes they “need to be held to a little 
higher standard.”
“I think this is a step in the right direction,” he said. 
Norvel Derickson, owner of TC Bass Destination Charters 

in Traverse City, offered a similar assessment.
Derickson operates on both inland waters and the Great 

Lakes, and he said many of the requirements outlined in the 
bill are already required for charter captains. 
“I feel like anyone doing it for hire, whether it’s inland or 

Great Lakes, should have to do the same thing, to give the 
public some assurance the guide is responsible,” he said. 
Other guides don’t believe the change is necessary. 
Darren Kamphouse, a popular bear guide in the Baldwin 

Bear Management Unit, contends bad actors “kind of weed 
themselves out” in the guiding industry and it seems un-
necessary to involve the DNR.
“With social media, you get a good idea of who’s doing 

well and who’s not,” he said. 
Kamphouse said he already complies with some of the 

requirements for a license to guide on federal lands, which 
also requires liability insurance, and DNR officials already 

MBHA Thanks
Wal-Mart Supercenter

Gaylord, Mich. for many 
years of generous support.

have the ability to collect samples and ask questions through 
mandatory check-ins for every bear harvested in Michigan. 
“I think it’s a whole lot of extras to not get what they’re 

wanting to get,” he said. “Bear numbers, they already know 
all the numbers, it doesn’t really matter if a guy gets a bear 
with a guide or by himself.”
Former state Rep. Triston Cole, a lifelong guide in Antrim 

County, opposed the guiding legislation in Lansing until term 
limits forced him from office last year. He remains opposed, 
he said, for the same reasons Kamphouse cited. 
Cole also believes the added requirements will act as a 

deterrent to the outdoors at a time when officials are al-
ready struggling to recruit the next generation of hunters 
and anglers. 
“It is another layer of bureaucracy on hunting and fishing 

in Michigan. It’s a solution in search of a problem,” he said. 
“It’s just more hoops for people to hunt and fish.” m

Dear MBHA
Thanks for 75 years 
of protecting 
bears and bear 
hunting.
A Grateful Hunter 
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Bear hunters, Michigan DNR predict 2020 
season similar to last year 
Continued from page 1...

MBHA members help disabled hunter 
harvest first bear   Continued From. . . .Page 1

“Someone told me I’m an idiot, you can’t take a guy in a 
wheelchair on a hound hunt,” Scott Evans said. “For me, it 
was like challenge accepted.”
Jordan Farmer said his father, Dwayne, offered up his 

license for the third hunt in the Gwinn BMU because he 
wanted to share his passion for pursuing bears. His mother, 
Laura, helped to coordinate the details, he said. 
“He thought it was a good way to give back and show them 

what it was all about,” Farmer said. “He just thought it was 
a great opportunity.”
Hunters for Life secured a track chair to use on the hunt, 

and also brought along sleds, a backpacking frame and 
other equipment to help haul Kortman into the woods when 
the time was right. Others brought a side-by-side and more 
manpower, if necessary. 
The Farmers prepared baits and prepped their hounds, 

though the difficulty of what they were attempting was 
obvious. 
“I knew it was going to be a tough, tough thing to do,” 

Farmer said. 
On Oct. 6, Jordan Farmer picked Kortman and his crew up 

at the Moose Resort near Big Bay de Noc, then connected 
with his brother Justin, who found a nice sized bear on 
camera with a white blaze on its chest. 
“We caught up with Justin, made a plan, and let the dogs 

loose,” Kortman said. 
“It was a quick hunt, probably cold trailed for 45 minutes, 

ran for another half-hour to 45 minutes to get him treed,” 
Jordan Farmer said. 
For Kortman, the roughly two hours between releasing the 

hounds and arriving at the tree “felt like an eternity,” he said. 
The trek was roughly seven-tenths of a mile, through 

thick woods and brush that rendered most of the options 
to transport him unusable. 
The crew abandoned the track chair because “it was so 

thick in the woods,” Kortman said, and a ride in the side-
by-side lasted only a few hundred yards. The sled didn’t 
work well either, he said, and the crew ultimately resolved 
to simply haul Kortman on their backs the rest of the way. 
“When we contacted Shannon, I told him if we have to 

carry you in on our backs we’re going to get you a bear, and 
that’s exactly what we did,” Mark Evans said. 
“It was pretty thick, but just the length – seven-tenths of a 

mile in – is quite a ways,” Jordan Farmer said. “We all kind 
of switched off and got him in there.”
“I could not believe it,” Kortman said. “It had been close 

to an hour and a half, two hours, and the dogs still had the 
bear up the tree.”
Initially, Kortman attempted to use a turkey hunting chair 

for stability, but the angle made it difficult. Eventually, “I 
rested my hand on my knee and freehanded it,” he said. 
Kortman laced the first shot from his 450 Bushmaster 

behind the bear’s shoulder, which caused the boar to buckle 
and shift to the other side of the tree. A second shot to the 
head sent him to the ground. 
“I couldn’t believe it,” Kortman said. “I was in awe. I was 

excited. There was so much emotions going through me.”
“He was thrilled and it was awesome to see,” Farmer said, 

describing the hunt as “the most rewarding and emotional” 
experience. 
“It was very emotional to just be able to help someone out 

and fulfil his dream like that,” he said. “It was the best hunt 
I’ve been able to be a part of.”
Mark Evans said that’s exactly the type of reaction Hunt-

ers for Life aims to create, changing the lives of both the 
hunters it helps and the professionals that donate time and 
resources to make it happen. 
“The biggest thing is not the physical people we’re taking 

out,” he said, “it’s the way people look at things.”
“It definitely opens your eyes to try anything,” Farmer said. 
Kortman said the gravity of his accomplishment really set 

in as he posed for pictures with the 187 pound boar and the 
hunting crew that made his dream a reality.  
“They picked him up and brought him to me,” he said. “It 

was one of those moments, I can’t believe it came together 
so perfectly.”
Scott Evans said the experience “was definitely the most 

challenging thing (Hunters for Life) has ever done.”
Mark Evans started the nonprofit shortly after Scott lost 

his eyesight to a rare condition called Stargardts in his late 
teens, “to show him there are people out there worse off 
than him.”
In the years since, Scott has taken over most of the opera-

tions for Hunters for Life, shepherding numerous folks with 
disabilities, veterans and others on outdoor expeditions, 
from ice fishing to goose and duck hunting, running his 
own bear baits and bass fishing fundraisers. 
Scott Evans said he relies heavily on volunteers and gener-

osity from the hunting community, coordinated through the 
group’s website, HuntersforLife.com. Kortman’s hunt was 
no exception, made possible by the Farmers, their friends 
and family, and many others who attended to lend a hand. 
“If we didn’t have the help we had, we would have been 

in trouble,” Scott Evans said, adding it took 3 hours to get 
Kortman and the bear back to the side-by-side. 
By the time the crew returned to the processor to collect 

the meat, it was clear the seed of possibility they planted in 
the woods was already beginning to blossom. 
“Soderman’s in Gladstone … wouldn’t take any money 

from us,” Scott Evans said. m
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www.johnsonspropane.com

507 South Otsego, Gaylord, MI 49734
800-292-3941 • 989-732-2451

Kevin Johnson, Owner

Deadlines approaching for MBHA 
Scholarships and Big Bear Awards
The Michigan Bear Hunters Association is encour-

aging members to invite high school and college 
students to apply for the organization’s annual MBHA/
Bill Walker Scholarship. 
Since 2002, the first year of the scholarship pro-

gram, over 70 students have received more than 
$60,000 from the MBHA to help pay for their college 
tuition. The scholarship is named after longtime 
leader and former MBHA president Bill Walker, who 
is now retired in Arizona. 
The scholarships are open to anyone with a grade 

point average of 2.0 or better and winners are an-
nounced at the MBHA’s March convention. The an-
nual scholarship budget is $4,000 and is distributed 
in amounts determined by the MBHA’s scholarship 
committee. The MBHA donates the funds directly to 
the college or technical institution. 
The MBHA is also soliciting entries for its annual Big 

Bear Contest, with the three largest dressed bears 
recognized with an award at the 2022 convention. 
Entrants need not be MBHA members but must 
submit the dressed weight of their legally tagged and 
registered bear, as well as a photo of the successful 
hunter with their harvest. 
To enter, hunters can submit their name, the ani-

mal’s dressed weight, and photo to Hannah Huff, 
4028 Ottawa Trail, Johannesburg, MI 49751.
The deadline for both the scholarships applications 

and big bear entries must be received no later than 
December 31, 2021. More information about both 
programs are available on the MBHA website at 
MIbearhunters.org.  m

MBHA-Bill Walker Scholarship 
donors are the best
The Michigan Bear Hunters Association offers a 

special thanks to members who donated to help 
fund MBHA-Bill Walker Scholarships in recent 
years, including a $100 donation from Glen Sch-
lukebir in 2021, and a $300 donation from Ron 
Pokley in 2020. 
Those donations are combined with MBHA 

funds to provide thousands of dollars in schol-
arships each year to several deserving students 
pursuing a passion for the outdoors and higher 
education. Students apply for the scholarships 
with transcripts and a personal essay, and the 
winners are awarded each year at the MBHA’s 
spring convention. 
Members who would like to make a donation can 

mail a check to MBHA Treasurer Charles Butcher 
at 716 Maple Ridge Lane, Gaylord, MI, 49735. m



The Bear Facts   • DECEMBER  2021          • 16 • Michigan Bear Hunters Association

MBHA/Bill Walker - Scholarship Application
Application Deadline: December 31, 2021

I. ADMINISTRATION INFORMATION

Social Security Number: _____________________________ Date of Birth: ______________________________________

First Name: ___________________________  MI: ______ Last: _____________________________________________

Home Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________

City: ________________________________  State: _________________________  Zip Code: ____________________

Home Phone Number: (__________) ___________________ Email Address: _____________________________________

Secondary School Name: ________________________________________________________________________________

Accounting Department Address: __________________________________________________________________________

City: ________________________________  State: _________________________  Zip Code: ____________________

School Phone Number: ______________________________ Student Account Number: ____________________________

II. CAREER INFORMATION

Name of College/Technical Institute: _______________________________________________________________________

Major/Vocation: _______________________________________________________________________________________

III. MBHA INFORMATION

(You do not need to be a member of MBHA)

Approximate starting date of MBHA membership: ____________________________________________________________

Dependent of a MBHA member/relationship to the member: ____________________________________________________

Members Name: _______________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone Number: (__________) ____________________________________________________________________________

Approximate starting date of MBHA membership: ____________________________________________________________
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IV. ACADEMIC INFORMATION
Submit an official transcript.  
To be official: The high school transcript must be an original document that includes the high school seal or 

the signature of a high school official. The college or technical institute transcript must be printed on security 
sensitive paper and contain the university seal and the signature of the university registrar. Copies or computer 
print-outs will not be accepted as OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPTS.

V. NARRATIVE
Attach a one page narrative - no more than 300 words - in response to each of the following questions:

• What are your views on hunting and on natural resources?
• What are your career aspirations?

VI. RECOMMENDATIONS
To assist the MBHA scholarship board in the selection of scholarship recipients, please provide two written recommendations. 

Letters of recommendation must be dated after Jan. 14, 2021.

CERTIFICATION
I certify that all information contained in this nomination form is true and factual. I agree that MBHA may use my name and 

likeness and any other information or materials provided by me in connection to this organization for purposes of news, publicity 
and advertising mail media, including but not limited to, print and electronic media and Internet web-sites.

Signature of Applicant: ________________________________________________________________________________

Submit the following unfolded 
in a manila envelope:

1. Scholarship Application Form 

2. Complete Narrative

3. Two Letters of Recommendation

4. Official High School or College/Technical Institute Transcript 

• Individual must have a G.P.A. of 2.0 or better.

• Mail  Application to:   Saundra May, 565 East Sheldon Street ,  Gaylord,  MI  49735.  (Please call  
248-854-6273 with any questions prior to submission date.)

• Successful recipients will receive a single one-time scholarship and will be asked to attend our annual convention in March. 
Recipient will receive a free ticket to the convention and banquet.

• Scholarship money may be used only to attend a college or technical institute.  MBHA sends all award money directly to 
the institution. 

MBHA/Bill Walker - Scholarship Application
Application Deadline: December 31, 2021
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CONSERVATION ROUND UP
MASSACHUSETTS ANTI-HUNTING BILLS

Massachusetts lawmakers considered a slate of anti-hunting 
bills in a last minute hearing in mid-November that included ef-
forts to ban hunting and trapping, regulate ordinary dog owners as 
breeders, create an animal rights board stacked with anti-hunters, 
ban the sale of fur, and outlaw all animal sales except those from 
animal shelters or rescue organizations. 

“There are seven bills that would negatively impact sportsmen,” 
the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance reports. “These bills have sat idle 
for seven months (until the hearing on) Wednesday, Nov. 17 … 
in the Joint Committee and Environment, Natural Resources and 
Agriculture Committee.”

The legislation includes House Bills 384, 965, and 888, as well 
as Senate Bills 230, 585, 551, and 623.

HB 888 would ban hunting and trapping as a method of wildlife 
management. SB 585 would subject any dog owner who breeds 
a dog on personal property to annual inspections, regulations, 
and strict rules as a “kennel.”

SB 551 would create an animal advisory board under the 
Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources to offer 
advice on dog-related issues. The board would be packed with 
anti-hunters, animal rights folks and representatives from shelter 
and rescue organizations. 

“Although the bill mandates the inclusion of animal-welfare 
organizations, there are no slots for hobby or sporting dog breed-
ers,” USSA reports. 

SB 623 and HB 965 call for a ban on the sale of all fur products, 
while HB 384 and SB 230 would “force licensed pet shops to only 
sell animals that have been received from an animal shelter or 
animal rescue organization,” according to USSA. 
NEVADA COYOTE HUNTING

The Nevada Wildlife Commission in November voted down a 
proposal to end coyote hunting contests by a narrow margin, 
marking the third time in six years the commission has rejected 
the idea. 

The commission voted 5-4 in early November against amending 
the states administrative code to eliminate hunting contests that 
award cash prizes. In Nevada and most states those contests 
center on coyotes and serve as an important tool to control the 
population. 

According to the Reno Gazette Journal:
The nine-member Wildlife Commission is appointed by 
the governor and is comprised of five sportsmen, one 
conservationist, one farmer, one rancher and one member 
of the general public. The commission's 17 advisory boards 
all supported continuing to allow the contests.

Commissioner David McNinch said he introduced the proposal 
not because he’s against hunting, but because of the perception 
the contests give folks who don’t understand hunting. 

“I fully support people protecting their livestock, their pets, their 
family. … I just disagree that the best way to do it is through these 
contests,” he said, according to the news site. “It’s not the act of 
killing coyotes that bothers me, it’s how it’s done.”

The vote came after the commission discussed and rejected the 
idea in 2015 and 2016, and the state legislature failed to consider 

a bill to do the same in 2019. Board Chairwoman Tiffany East told 
the Reno Gazette Journal at least one lawmaker has threated the 
department with another attempt to ban the competitions through 
legislation if the Wildlife Commission failed to take action. 

At least seven state have banned the coyote contests and four 
others are currently considering the move. In Utah, the Utah 
Division of Wildlife Resources pays hunters to harvest coyotes, 
a program that resulted in 4,100 coyotes taken from June 2019 
to June 2020. The 541 hunters who participated that year earned 
more than $205,000, according to the news site. 

The Humane Society identified 17 coyote contests in Nevada, 
including the World Championship Coyote Calling Contest in Elko. 
Nevada used to host the world championship on a rotating basis 
with Arizona, Colorado and New Mexico, but the other states have 
since banned the contests. 

Data from the U.S. Department of Agriculture shows coyotes 
killed or injured 253 cattle, 82 domestic fowl, 330 goats, five pets 
and 596 sheep in Nevada in the last fiscal year. The year before 
it was 166 cattle, 82 domestic fowl, 11 goats, eight pets, 1,332 
sheep and three domestic pigs, the Gazette Journal reports. 
MISSOURI BLACK BEARS

Missouri held its first black bear hunt in October, a highly 
regulated 10 day season that produced a harvest of just 12 bears. 

The Missouri Department of Conservation reports more than 
6,330 hunters applied for 400 permits for the season with a 
maximum harvest of 40 bears. 

“This was an incredibly successful first bear hunting season 
for Missouri given that we have a highly regulated season, that 
bears in the state are widely distributed throughout some pretty 
rugged wilderness, and that many hunters had never hunted bears 
before,” MDC furbearer and black bear biologist Laura Conlee 
said in a prepared statement. 

“A harvest of 12 bears in our first season is testament to the 
hunters,” she said. “Bear hunting is an extremely challenging 
endeavor, especially under the framework that we established. 
This was a new experience for many hunters, and they put in the 
work to be successful and take advantage of this new hunting 
opportunity.”

Conlee explained that the season was structured to produce a 
conservative harvest “to ensure we didn’t overharvest the bear 
population in any one zone.”

“Our highly regulated and limited season included a sustainable 
maximum harvest of 40 bears, which is about 5 percent of our 
total bear population,” she said. “We also prohibited baiting and 
the use of dogs, limited hunting to 10 days, and restricted the 
numbers who can participate. With any new season, it is difficult 
to predict hunter success, so we took a conservative approach to 
limit the number of hunters and the length of the hunting season.”

The Missouri hunt was broken down into three zones, with a 
harvest quota of 20 bears for Bear Management Zone 1, 15 bears 
in BMZ 2 and five bears in BMZ 3. Hunters ultimately harvested 
nine bears in BMZ 1, three in zone two, and none in zone three. 

Missouri currently has a population of about 800 black bears 
with an annual growth rate of about 9 percent, according to the 
MDC. m
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New Member Sign-up & Renewal

Sponsoring Member ______________________________________________  

New Member ___________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________

City ___________________________________________________________

Phone  Day (_____)___________________  Night (_____)_______________

Email _________________________________________________________

We need your help to strengthen the Michigan Bear Hunters Association and Michigan Bear Hunters Conservation Association.  
Sign up your friends and relatives and invite them to go hunting with you or to one of many MBHA - Sponsored events.  As an added 
incentive, for every new member you sign up, your name will be entered into a drawing to win. Once we have 15 names in the hat 
we'll draw for a winner at one of our bi-monthly meetings. The winner will receive two dinner tickets to our annual convention.  Mail 
your membership to:  Phil Hewitt,  7796 Ainsworth Rd. Lake Odessa, MI 48849

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

MBHA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT Shafer, Keith ..................... Central Lake, MI ...............(231)313-3529 .................. kshafer@mibearhunters.org

VICE-PRESIDENT Keller, Elijah ............................Tustin, MI .....................(231)429-6698 ................... ekeller@mibearhunters.org

TREASURER Butcher, Chuck ...................... Gaylord, MI ...................(989)732-1449 ................ cbutcher@mibearhunters.org

SECRETARY Patton, Laura .....................East Jordan, MI ................(231)676-3029 ................... lpatton@mibearhunters.org

MEMBERSHIP Hewitt, Phil ........................Lake Odessa, MI ...............(616)862-2901 ...................phewitt@mibearhunters.org

BEAR FACTS EDITOR Skinner, Victor ..................... Muskegon, MI .................(315)525-8069 ..................... editor@mibearhunters.org

PAST PRESIDENTS Dusterwinkle, Tim ................. Wetmore, MI ..................(906)748-4935 ......... tdusterwinkle@mibearhunters.org 
  Hewitt, Phil ........................Lake Odessa, MI ...............(616)862-2901 ...................phewitt@mibearhunters.org
  McVannel, Brett ................ Johannesburg, MI ..............(989)370-1848 ....................cowboys1971@yahoo.com
	 	 Huff,	Rusty ....................... Johannesburg, MI ..............(989)786-4060 ............................huffc40@hotmail.com
	 	 Huff,	Troy ......................... Johannesburg, MI ..............(989)731-0732 ............................hufft1010@gmail.com

DIRECTORS	 Anderson,	Cliff ........................Avoco, MI .....................(810)304-2091 .......... cmanderson@mibearhunters.org
  Congdon, Jason ..................Pinconning, MI .................(989)295-6680 ............... jcondgon@mibearhunters.org
  Davis, Jim ........................... Applegate, MI .................(810)404-2950 ..................... jdavis@mibearhunters.org
  Dawson, Doug .......................Bellaire, MI ....................(231)633-0149 ................ddawson@mibearhunters.org
  Dollaway, Tyler .......................Bellaire, MI ....................(231)350-3710 ............... tdollaway@mibearhunters.org
  Druckenmiller, Brian .......... Central Lake, MI ...............(231)330-1740 .......bdruckenmiller@mibearhunters.org
  Hopp, Brett ............................ Gaylord, MI ...................(989)710-1045 ...........................brett.hopp@gmail.com
	 	 Huff,	Blake	 ...................... Johannesburg, MI ..............(989)464-5751  .....................bhuff@mibearhunters.org
	 	 Huff,	Keith ........................ Johannesburg, MI ..............(989)732-3180 ................ sherryandkeithh@yahoo.com
  Kintner, Tony ........................ Fife Lake, MI ..................(231)499-8706 .................. tkintner@mibearhunters.org
  Krepps, Craig .......................... Leroy, MI .....................(906)630-1951 ................. ckrepps@mibearhunters.org
  Kwapis, Elisa ........................... Leroy, MI .....................(989)370-5502 ................. ekwapis@mibearhunters.org
  Kwapis, Stan .................... Johannesburg, MI ..............(989)350-1383 ................. skwapis@mibearhunters.org
	 	 Lansing,	Rex	 ..........................Attica, MI .....................(810)656-5685 ................. rlansing@mibearhunters.org
  May, Sandy ........................... Gaylord, MI ...................(248)854-6273 .................. tenyeardegree@yahoo.com
  Patton, Laura .....................East Jordan, MI ................(231)676-3029 ................... lpatton@mibearhunters.org
  Schaub, Kevin .....................Mancelona, MI .................(231)624-0066 .................kschaub@mibearhunters.org
  Schneider, Delynne ............. Beaverton, MI .................(989)205-8349 ............ dschneider@mibearhunters.org
  Tice, Shawn ............................ Filion, MI .....................(989)975-6844 .......................stice@mibearhunters.org
	 	 Wiltse,	Ranelle ..................... Ellsworth, MI  .................(231)675-8524 ....................rwiltse@mibearhunters.org

   Youth membership: $15

   Single Membership: $25

   Family Membership: $40

   Single Family Membership: $350

   Family Life Membership: $500
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Michigan wolf plan plods ahead 
as other states move to aggressive 
management 
By Victor Skinner

While a Michigan Wolf Management Advisory Council 
slowly plods ahead with an update to the state’s wolf man-
agement plan, a judge has blocked Wisconsin’s 2021 wolf 
hunt over concerns the Department of Natural Resources 
there hasn’t sufficiently updated its wolf plan, regulations 
or quotas. 
Dane County Circuit Court Judge Jacob Frost granted a 

temporary injunction to halt the Wisconsin wolf hunt as part 
of a lawsuit brought by anti-hunting groups challenging a 
state law that requires annual seasons. 
According to the AP:

Among other things, the coalition (of anti-hunting 
groups) argued that the season is illegal because 
the Department of Natural Resources hasn’t updated 
its regulation setting up season parameters and has 
been relying on an emergency rule put in place shortly 
after then-Gov. Scott Walker signed a law in 2012 
authorizing annual season and a wolf management 
plan that hasn’t been updated since 2007.

Frost found that while the wolf season is constitutional, the 
DNR has not created permanent regulations or updated its 
wolf management plan with fresh population goals. He or-
dered the injunction to remain in place until the DNR updates 
the plan, regulations and quotas, the news wire reports. 
“I’m not overruling the wolf hunt law. In fact, I’m saying 

it has to be enforced as it was written and intended,” Frost 
said. “The DNR is currently not following the law or follow-
ing the constitution. Its decisions are built on a faulty basis, 
meaning they can’t stand, either.”
The decision came just days before Wisconsin’s wolf 

hunting season was set to start on Nov. 6, and as officials 
in Michigan have moved very slowly and deliberately to 
update the state’s wolf management plan. Michigan’s plan, 
crafted in 2015, remains valid until 2022, though the Natural 
Resources Commission has vowed to wait until the Wolf 
Management Advisory Council completes a review of the 
wolf plan before making any determinations about a hunt. 
In recent monthly meetings, the WMAC has reviewed al-

legations DNR officials skewed wolf counts downward, as 
well as presentations from DNR officials on how the counts 
are conducted. Members have also reviewed progress on 
a fresh public attitude survey about Michigan wolves, and 
discussed several ways the DNR is exploring to improve 
wolf monitoring. 
Members of the committee, comprised of hunting and 

anti-hunting interests, plan to review law enforcement and 
prosecution of wolf laws at an upcoming session, to deter-
mine if current deterrents to poaching are effective. 

Amy Trotter, executive director of Michigan United Conser-
vation Clubs and member of the WMAC, said the committee 
plans to review “whether or not higher fines or penalties 
… is really going to be effective in deterring future crimes, 
especially if prosecutors aren’t willing to bring the cases 
forward.”
In the meantime, Upper Peninsula state Sen. Ed McBroom 

is pushing to change the makeup of the council to include 
only residents of the Upper Peninsula, home to Michigan’s 
entire wolf population. 
McBroom introduced Senate Bill 486 in May. The measure 

was voted out of his Senate Committee on Natural Resources 
and approved by the full Senate the next month. The bill is 
now in the House Committee on Natural Resources and 
Outdoor Recreation, which is chaired by Republican Rep. 
Gary Howell. 
McBroom argues the council should be comprised of folks 

who will be directly impacted by the group’s decisions. 
Currently, there is one Upper Peninsula resident on the six 
member council. The council was designed to include one 
person representing a conservation organization, one repre-
senting hunting organizations, one representative for animal 
advocacy groups, one representing agricultural interests and 
one for tribal government. 
“Why should that panel currently have all of its membership 

but one from the Lower Peninsula, where they don’t have the 
wolves?” McBroom questioned in a speech on the Senate 
floor. “How would Belle Isle feel if the board that oversees 
that was all people from the Upper Peninsula?”
The bill would allow for Lower Peninsula residents to par-

ticipate if wolves are found in the Lower Peninsula, though 
a majority would be required to live in the UP.
State Democrats oppose McBroom’s bill because it would 

ban qualified folks from serving on the council. 
Sen. Dayna Polehanki argued it’s wrong to remove mem-

bers “not because they lack expertise or have underper-
formed in their roles, but simply because they live in the 
wrong part of the state,” Mlive reports. 
In Wisconsin, where officials estimate there’s about a third 

more wolves than Michigan, a lawsuit by Hunter Nation 
resulted in a court order last year forcing the DNR to hold a 
season in February, when hunters harvested 99 wolves more 
than the 119 wolf harvest quota over four days. 
The overharvest prompted cries from anti-hunting groups, 

but the Wisconsin DNR advisory board nonetheless autho-
rized a fall season with a harvest quota of 300 wolves. That 
decision resulted in a lawsuit from Chippewa tribes and 
animal advocacy groups that’s still pending. 
The move also prompted the Wisconsin DNR, under Demo-

cratic Gov. Tony Evers, to unilaterally reduce the quota to 130 
wolves. The Chippewa tribes claim 56 of the animals through 
treaty rights, and don’t plan to hunt the animal because it’s 
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considered sacred, the Wisconsin State Farmer reports. 
The developments in Michigan and Wisconsin stem from 

the Trump administration’s move to delist gray wolves in 
the Great Lakes and Pacific Northwest. U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service Assistant Director for Ecological Services Gary 
Frazer told the Associated Press in August the decision was 
the right thing to do. 
Regardless, anti-hunters filed a lawsuit in California to 

restore federal protections for wolves, and Michigan At-
torney General Dana Nessel filed a supporting legal brief 
in the lawsuit, though she acknowledged that wolves in 
Michigan are fully recovered. 
In other states that gained management authority, in-

cluding Idaho and Montana, officials have also moved 
aggressively to reduce the population with the urging of 
livestock owners and farmers. In Idaho, the state has made 
available $200,000 to fund bounties on wolves, with differ-
ent amounts available to hunters depending on where the 
wolves are harvested. The program is funded by licenses 
and fees paid by hunters, with the money distributed by the 
state’s Wolf Depredation Control Board in coordination with 
Foundation for Wildlife Management, a group that works to 
protect deer and elk. 
The AP reports:

According the group’s website, the reimbursement 
program pays $2,500 for killing a wolf in an area where 
Fish and Game says wolves are chronically preying on 
livestock. The agency defines that as areas where at 
least one confirmed or probable livestock depredation 
has occurred each year for five years.
The group is paying $2,000 per wolf in hunting units 
where Fish and Game says predators are keeping elk 
from meeting management objectives. Hunters will get 
$1,000 per wolf in the northern tip of the state, and 
$500 elsewhere. The group notes reimbursements 
will be cut significantly if the money starts running out 
before June 2022.
Most of the high-dollar reimbursements are in central 

and west-central Idaho, and include designated 
wilderness areas.

In both Idaho and Montana, officials have expanded 
methods allowed to harvest wolves. In Idaho, those meth-
ods include trapping and snaring multiple animals on a 
single license, night hunting and night vision equipment, 
hunting with bait and dogs, and hunting from a vehicle, as 
well as year-round trapping on private land. Opponents of 
the changes argue the state’s wolves could be reduced by 
90 percent because of bounties and loosened restrictions. 
Montana approved a hunting season for 450 wolves this 

year, or about 40 percent of the estimated population. 
Officials there have also approved snaring and trapping, 
baiting and night hunting, according to the news service. 
The Michigan Bear Hunters Association and its partner 

groups, meanwhile, are urging the state to consider 
a hunting season under the state’s current wolf man-
agement plan, which allows for harvest to control the 
population. 
“The MBHA feels as if this is stalled because of the at-

torney general and governor’s office,” MBHA President 
Keith Shafer said. “We have a wolf management plan until 
2022 and it should be used. 
“Everybody understands, including the AG’s office, 

wolves are recovered in Michigan and they need to be 
managed,” he said. m

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/MIBEARHUNTERS
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6% Michigan State Sales Tax 
is included in merchandise prices

Item Description Color Size Quantity Price Each

Subtotal
Shipping
Total

Name 
Address
City State Zip
Phone email
Please make checks payable to:  
Michigan Bear Hunters Conservation Association (MBHCA)
Send Orders to:  Rex Lansing 734 North Force Rd Attica, MI 48412 
Email questions to rlansing@mibearhunters.org

Michigan Bear Hunters Association Promotional Merchandise
Order On Line at www.mibearhunters.org

Click the Store Tab for more details

Total Price

Hooded Sweatshirts   Small to Xlarge         $25.00 
Crew Sweatshirts  Small to XLarge              $20.00 

order amount                                                shipping cost                         
$0.00 - $25.00                                                   $8.95

Adult Hooded Sweatshirts
Small to XLarge                                                   $30.00
2XLarge to 3XLarge                                            $35.00

                                 Shipping Calculation

License Plate          White                                                 $7.00

Hats
Mesh Hats                                                                         $15.00
     Orange&Grey       Pink&Grey        Camo&Tan
Embroidered Hat        Orange                                       $18.00

Children's Clothing

Water Bottle 32 oz Green&Black Stainless Steel   $17.00

Patch                                                                                   $5.00
Window Decal                                                                  $2.00

Cups
Coffee Mug 18 oz Black Stainless Steel                   $12.00
Tumbler 12 oz Black Stainless Steel                          $12.00
Tumbler 20 oz Blue Stainless Steel                           $15.00                    

T-Shirts  Small to XLarge                                $10.00

Clothing colors available:  
           Grey, Black, Dark Green, Navy & Orange
Adult T-Shirts
Small to XLarge                                                    $16.00
2XLarge to 3XLarge                                             $20.00 
 

Adult Crew Sweatshirts
Small to XLarge                                                  $25.00              
2XLarge to 3XLarge                                           $30.00               

$25.01 - $50.00                                                 $9.95                         
$50.01 - $75.00                                                 $11.95
$75.01 - $100.00                                              $12.95
$100.01 - $150.00                                            $14.95
$150.01 and up                                                $16.95 

Order Form
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