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Coronavirus restrictions force MBHA to cancel 
2021 convention 
By Victor Skinner

The Michigan Bear Hunters Association canceled its 2021 convention due 
to ongoing restrictions related to the coronavirus pandemic, but directors 
are already planning for 2022. 

The cancelation marks the first time in decades the MBHA has gone with-
out its biggest fundraiser of the year, though MBHA officials are pressing 
forward with the annual War Chest Raffle and at least one 52-Gun Raffle. 

“We decided we probably wouldn’t be able to do it the way we normally 
do it because of the restrictions the governor has put on everyone here,” 
said Keith Shafer, who is expected to replace MBHA President Tim Dust-
erwinkle in April. 

“We’re planning for a convention next year, and we’re rolling forward 
with that.”

In the meantime, MBHA directors will be selling Warchest Raffle tickets, 
as well as 52-Gun Raffle Tickets, as usual. Directors hope to hold a second, 
simultaneous 52-Gun Raffle, but guns are in short supply, Shafer said. 

“Getting good quality guns now is tough, everything is being purchased,” 
he said. “All of the manufacturers are 90 to 180 days out. One of the dealers 
is taking orders for 2022.”

Despite the supply shortage, “we’ll have at least one” 52-Gun Raffle, thanks 
in large part to one specific manufacturer. 

DNR wants to increase NLP harvest 20 percent, end barrels on public land                    
By Victor Skinner

Andrew Michalik submitted this image of his bear 
harvest from the 2020 season for the MBHA's annual 

Big Bear Awards. 

The Michigan Depart-
ment of Natural Re-
sources wants to in-
crease the bear harvest 
across the northern 
Lower Peninsula for the 
next two-year regulation 
cycle, while keeping 
quotas mostly the same 
above the bridge. 

With the exception of 
the Drummond Island 
Bear Management Unit, 
DNR officials are sug-
gesting a reduction in 
available licenses in all 
Upper Peninsula BMUs 
for the 2021-22 sea-
sons, which they expect 
to result in roughly the 
same harvest as last 
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Michigan DNR moves forward with 
bear hair isotope study to examine 
diet 
By Victor Skinner

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources is forging ahead 
with a study to examine the influence of bear baiting and human 
factors on bear diet. DNR officials first collected hair samples 
from bear check stations in 2017, and the roughly 600 samples 
from that year were sent to a lab for analysis. 

In the years since, biologists have collected both hair and rib 
samples from checked bears and have complied a large library, 
but the project had not received funding to proceed to analysis 
in recent state budgets. The DNR lead on the project, biologist 
Dean Beyer, also retired. 

Erin Largent, the research specialist assigned to the study, 
said she recently received word funding was approved to send 
more samples for analysis, and to replace Beyer with a new lead 
researcher. 

“We are looking at bear diet and how much human food is 
consumed compared to natural foods,” Largent told The Bear 
Facts. “With hair, we’re able to look at bears’ diets before the 
baiting period and after.”

Largent contends researchers can compare hair samples to 
“published growth rates of bear hair” to get a timeline of what 
the animals are eating. Largent said officials collected samples 
from across the state in an attempt to get a broad look at how 
bears are eating. 

“What we were wanting to do … was kind of spread them out 
to see where the bears were harvested so we could get a range 
across the UP and northern Lower. We’ve only sent off the initial 
samples (from 2017) and we got the results,” she said. 

Those results and others from subsequent years will be ana-
lyzed by Jerrold Belant through a contract with CUNY College of 
Environmental Science and Forestry. 

Largent said the DNR collected a little over 1,000 hair samples 
in 2018, around 900 in 2019, and at least 800 from 2020, though 
“samples are still being sent to me from last season.”

Biologists also began collecting rib samples in 2018 because 
they provide a longer term look at bear diet. In 2018, the DNR 
collected 130 rib samples, and at least 80 from 2019. Largent 
doesn’t have a total for rib samples collected in 2020. 

“We’ll have three years (of data) and we’ll do one more year of 
collection this year,” she said. “We’re hoping to have everything 
wrapped up … so the analysis and modeling would start this 
year through 2023.”

“Basically what we’re looking at is to get an estimate of distri-
bution of bear bait and percent contribution to bears’ 
diet,” she said. “We’re also looking to get an estimate 
of effect of baiting on black bear demography (age of 
reproduction).”

Researchers in Wisconsin conducted similar work and 
announced in 2017 that bait constituted “a major food 
source” for bears. Researchers there alleged bait made 
up more than 40 percent of bear diets in some places. 

“We hope to be able to determine the influence of bear 
and deer bait on their population and potential harvest,” 
Largent said. 

Keith Shafer, who is expected to take over as MBHA 
president in April, said the organization supports mean-
ingful research on black bears in Michigan as the basis 
for sound scientific wildlife management.

“Any data that comes out of it is good to know, and the 
more you know the better you are at managing things,” 
he said, adding that he encourages state officials to 
“follow the real data.”

The hair isotope study is separate from a mark-recap-
ture study led by DNR bear, wolf and cougar specialist 
Cody Norton. That research is aimed at replacing the 
DNR’s tetracycline study to estimate bear populations, 
and will be featured in the next edition of The Bear 
Facts. m

MBHA WEB SITE
www.mibearhunters.org
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President's Message
Hello bBear Hhunters, I hope you all 

had a great winter and were able to 
get in some huntingin. 2021 marks the 
75th anniversary of the Michigan Bear 
Hunters Association, and this issue of 
The Bear Facts marks the first time in 
six years that Tim Dusterwinkle is not 
writing this message. I would like to 
thank Tim for all his hard work and 
countless hours spent leading MBHA 
to the place it is today. I would also like 
to thank our recently retired directors 
for their time spent making MBHA one 
of the greatest conservation associa-

tions in Michigan. 
This year is the first year we have ever had to cancel our an-

nual convention. It was a decision we the board did not make 
lightly and the restrictions that are still currently in place would 
have made it impossible. We are still having our Warchest raffle 
with over $24,000 in prizes that will run until April 25. If you 
have not found anyone selling tickets, please email Brett Hopp 
at warchest@mibearhunters.org or call him at 989-710-1045 
to purchase. We areMBHA is in the process of planning next 

MBHA President 
Tim Dusterwinkle 

year’s convention, which will be March 4 and 5 at Shanty Creek 
Resorts. If you have something you would like to donate for 
the 2022 convention, please contact Laura Patton at lpatton@
mibearhunters.org. 

MBHA has always worked hard, alongside other organizations, 
to try to maintain a healthy bear population in Michigan. I believe 
we are seeing great results from our continued persistence to 
maintain current license quotas. We believe the key to living with 
bears in many areas of Michigan is preventative maintenance, 
instead of raising tag numbers in many areas. We ask that you 
do your best to inform your neighbors to not put up bird feeders 
until the end of May, keep garbage in a solid container and do not 
leave food scraps outside. This is the time of the year the MDNR 
starts receiving many nuisance bear complaints. The more we can 
do to avoid these situations the better off for everyone involved. 

If you are looking for something to do in June, come and support 
MBHA at the Clam River Houndsmen Club in Falmouth on June 
19 and the MHDF at the Crump Conservation Club in Linwood on 
June 5. Check out their Facebook pages for more details.  Bear 
and elk application period starts May 1 and runs through June 1, 
do not forget to apply! In closing I’dI would like to thank everyone 
for the opportunity to lead MBHA forward. There are some great 
things going on in our state anand it is an honor ’s great to be a 
part of it. Until next time!  m

MBHA Thanks
Wal-Mart Supercenter

Gaylord, Mich. for many 
years of generous support.

Lawrence Deroacher poses with his bear from the 2020 season, 
submitted for the MBHA's Big Bear Awards.
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WI wolf season nets 216 while MI 
conducts public attitude survey 
By Victor Skinner

Anti-hunters are howling over a wolf hunt in Wisconsin that 
produced a harvest of 216 wolves, or roughly 97 more than the 
target harvest. 

The situation comes after a judge ordered the Wisconsin De-
partment of Natural Resources to comply with a state law that 
requires a wolf hunt any time the animals are not under federal 
protections. 

Across Lake Michigan, hunters in the Great Lakes State are 
urging officials to forge ahead with a similar season to control 
Upper Peninsula packs attacking hunting dogs, ravaging deer 
herds and slaughtering livestock. 

But significant differences between how the states manage 
wildlife means a hunt here is unlikely any time soon, according 
to Cody Norton, the DNR’s bear, cougar and wolf specialist. 

“The big difference right now is in Wisconsin state statute they’re 
required by law to have a wolf hunting and trapping season from 
early November through the end of February, as long as they’re 
not listed federally or at the state level,” Norton said. 

Norton noted Wisconsin DNR officials planned to wait until this 
fall to hold a hunt, but a legal challenge forced the department to 
make it happen sooner. 

“A judge ruled and ordered the DNR to hold a season now,” 
Norton said. 

The DNR set a quota of 119 wolves and hunters killed at least 
216 over three days in late February before the department closed 
the season, WEAU reports. 

“For us, we don’t have a state statute that dictates we will or will 
not have a wolf hunt,” Norton explained. “They’re classified as a 
game species, so we manage them just like bears or any other 
game species, where if we’re going to recommend a public har-
vest the department would develop recommendations that would 
go to the Natural Resources Commission, and the commission 
would make the decision.”

Norton said the DNR is monitoring legal challenges to the 
Trump administration’s decision to remove gray wolves from the 
Endangered Species List as it works to update the state’s wolf 
management plan. 

The DNR solicited applications for a wolf management advisory 
council – comprised of hunters, anti-hunters and others with an 
interest in wolf management – early this year and officials are 
expected to select members soon. 

Norton said over 200 people contacted the DNR with interest in 
participating, though fewer actually applied. MBHA President Tim 
Dusterwinkle, MBHA Director Troy Huff, the Michigan Hunting 
Dog Federation’s Mike Thorman, and others submitted applica-
tions to represent houndsmen and bear hunters. 

Norton noted two lawsuits challenging the federal delisting, as 
well as a directive from the Biden administration for the USFWS 
to review the decision, could quickly return authority over wolves 
to federal officials. 

While those issues sort themselves out, DNR officials are forging 
ahead with a fresh public attitude survey on wolves in Michigan, 
which is purposefully designed to solicit feedback from folks 

dealing with wolves the most, he said. 
“We’re planning on sending it out to samples of people from 

each region – the UP, northern and southern Michigan – and 
also to fur harvesters, deer hunters, livestock producers,” Norton 
said. “We’re targeting people affected by wolves and people from 
different regions of the state – those who live with wolves and 
those who don’t live with wolves. 

“We’re not managing based on popular vote,” he said. 
Norton pointed out that Michigan does have laws in place that 

took effect when the DNR regained management authority over 
wolves last year, including the right to kill a wolf that’s in the 
act of attacking hunting dogs or livestock. 

Under federal protections, lethal force is only permissible in 
the defense of human life. 

Michigan United Conservation Clubs Executive Director Amy 
Trotter told The Bear Facts that while MUCC supports hunting 
and trapping as the best tools to manage the state’s nearly 700 
wolves, following the process the NRC uses to establish hunting 
seasons is important. 

“We … understand the importance of process to have a durable 
hunt and a durable delisting,” Trotter said. 

Legal challenges from anti-hunters have successfully reversed 
delistings in the past by targeting procedural missteps. In Wis-
consin, groups like the Humane Society of the United States are 
pointing to the politics and lack of process in an effort to put an 

A Wisconsin wolf hunter posted the results of his successful 
hunt in Zone 3 on the Wisconsin Wolf Hunting Facebook 

page.
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end to wolf hunting there. 
“Most of the wolves killed, 86 percent, were killed using dogs, 

packs of hounds, and then others were killed using steel-jaw 
leghold traps and strangling wire neck snares,” Amanda Wight, 
wildlife protection program manager for the Humane Society of 
the United States, told WEAU. “What’s worse is that this killing 
frenzy could repeat itself in November, due to a law created by 
politicians not by scientists, so it’s absolutely vital that residents 
let their decision makers know that they do not support this kind 
of cruelty.”

Following the process and collecting data, from both wolves 
and Michiganders, will go a long way toward mitigating similar 
arguments in Michigan, Trotter said. 

Anti-hunters have repeatedly weighed in at NRC meetings since 
the meeting format went virtual, with many pointing to a suc-
cessful public referendum in 2014 to end Michigan’s wolf hunt. 

The public attitude survey will provide a more accurate reflection 
of how residents want to manage wolves, Trotter said, though 
this year’s annual Upper Peninsula Deer Camp Survey provided 
plenty of feedback. 

Predators, mostly wolves, were the second most cited issue 
in the survey, behind concerns about dwindling deer numbers. 
Hunters also reported the highest frequency of wolf sightings 
since the survey began in 2003. 

“I think the deer camp survey also offers a good public attitude 
survey. I hope they’ll use that data,” Trotter said. “We’ve got to 
be sure to feed that into the conversation, because HSUS and the 
national wolf life coalition claim we’re not at the social carrying 
capacity. 

“I think the public attitude from the deer camp survey shows 
we are,” she said. 

As the DNR slowly moves ahead, Sens. Jon Bumstead and Ed 
McBroom are calling on the DNR to set up a wolf hunting and 
trapping season for 2021. The DNR doesn’t expect to wrap up the 
public attitude survey until September, and the wolf management 
plan next year, Norton said. 

Senate Resolution 15 states “a managed wolf hunt in the state 
is a viable means of ensuring stable wolf population numbers.

A Wisconsin wolf hunter hauls a large gray wolf from the woods 
in Zone 2 during the state's 3-day hunting and trapping season in 
February. The image was posted to the Wisconsin Wolf Hunting 

Facebook page.

“Wolf hunting allows the wolf population to be kept at levels 
that ensure the overall survival of the animal but limit potential 
wolf and human conflicts,” it reads. 

The resolution also points out “Michigan has an active and 
legitimate wolf management plan in place that was updated in 
2015,” the lawmakers wrote. 

“While we commend the department for beginning the process 
of updating this plan again and commend the Natural Resources 
Commission for setting a plan update deadline of the end of 
2021, there is no statutory requirement or precedent to delay 
a 2021 wolf hunt while the plan is reviewed and updated,” they 
wrote. “Neither is there a requirement for a statewide public at-
titude survey or study to occur prior to a hunting season.” m
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year after factoring in a higher three-year hunter success rate. 
Only in the Carney BMU is the license reduction expected to 

increase the take, by five bears over the 2020 quota of 100. On 
Drummond Island the DNR wants to increase available licenses 
by one to a total of six, but left the desired harvest at five. 

“It’s important for folks to understand that’s our desired harvest, 
and we use a three year average hunter success rate to determine 
the number of tags we need to reach that harvest,” Norton said. 
“We record at the BMU level, so some went up and some went 
down.”

“Overall in the UP the last two years we’ve had a higher success 
… and three of the BMUs will have a decrease in licenses because 
of the higher success rate,” he said. “Our goal in the UP is to 
continue to allow the bear population to increase …”

The DNR wants to increase both available licenses and the 
desired bear harvest in all three northern Lower Peninsula BMUs. 

“We are recommending an increase in the desired harvest in all 
three units – all right around 20

In the Baldwin BMU, a proposed 31 percent increase in avail-
able licenses is aimed at boosting the bear harvest there by 19 
percent, or an increase from 135 bears in 2020 to 161 for the next 
two years. DNR officials are seeking a nine percent increase in 
licenses in the Gladwin BMU to increase the desired harvest from 
20 to 24, while they’re asking for a 10 percent license increase to 
match an increased desired harvest of 296 in the Red Oak BMU. 
That figure is 51 bears over last year’s quota of 245 and 30 bears 
fewer than hunters actually took in 2020. 

Norton said he initially proposed a larger harvest increase for the 
northern Lower Peninsula at the DNR’s Bear Forum in December 
based on prior success rates, but later reduced the recommenda-
tion after factoring in the new rolling average. 

“We didn’t have our 2020 success rate” at the time, he said. 
“We took an opportunity to decrease our (proposed) desired 
harvest a bit.”

Norton contends large overharvests in Red Oak in recent years 
justifies an increase in licenses to stabilize the growing population. 

“What we attribute that to is bear populations are increasing 
and during the last regulation cycle we didn’t increase the desired 
harvest at all,” he said of Red Oak. “That’s why we’re trying to 
increase the harvest to have more opportunity and to help stabilize 
the population.”

“That’s our goal for the entire northern Lower is to stabilize the 
population more, and we should hit our desired harvest better,” 
he said. 

After increases in the Baldwin BMU, the actual and desired 
harvest figures were within 3 percent in 2020, Norton said. 

“We’re getting closer to stabilizing,” he said. “That’s definitely 
an indication looking at the long term trends.”

Leaders with the MBHA, Michigan Hunting Dog Federation, 
Upper Peninsula Bear Houndsmen and others have repeatedly 
stressed concerns about increasing the statewide bear harvest 
beyond 1,600 bears.

All three groups advocate for a harvest of about 1,500. 
“We’ve always told the DNR, we really can’t break the threshold 

of 1,600 bears, because when we break that …. it really starts to 
hurt the bear population,” said Keith Shafer, who is expected to 
replace MBHA President Tim Dusterwinkle in April. 

Shafer pointed to DNR data that shows a peak harvest of 2,475 
in 2006. The DNR allowed a harvest of about 2,000 bears or more 
for the first decade of the new century, based on a computer 
model that claimed the population was much higher than reality. 

Overwhelming complaints from hunters and an acknowledge-
ment from the state that population estimates were skewed 
upward, DNR officials drastically cut licenses in 2012. That year, 
the harvest decreased to 1,646, then to 1,561 in 2013 and 1,471 
in 2014. 

Total statewide harvest came in at 1,625 in 2015, 1,527 in 2016, 
and 1,691 in 2017, then dropped to 1,383 in 2018 because of 
a confluence of factors that produced poor hunting conditions. 
In 2019, it was back to 1,661 and up further to 1,726 in 2020. 

“It’s a compounding thing,” Shafer said, adding that all of the 
historical data is available on the MBHA’s website. “Out of the 
harvest of 1,726 last year, we took 690 females. That’s 690 bears 
not having cubs next year.”

“When we start killing a lot of bears like that, we lose our sows,” 
he said. 

Beyond quotas, DNR officials also made several other recom-
mendations. 

The department reviewed the two-year pilot program for barrels 
on public land and ultimately recommended against continuing 
to allow them. The 18 members of the Michigan Bear Forum dis-
cussed barrel use over the past two years, as well as complaints 
from law enforcement and others, at a meeting in December, 
where only one member voted to keep the regulations as is. 

Eight members voted to modify the current regulations, while 
nine voted to do away with the public land barrels completely.

Shafer said barrels provide benefits for wildlife managers and 
hunters, and he believes it’s worth exploring ways to address 
enforcement issues to use them more effectively. 

“I think barrels can really mitigate wolf-dog conflicts … because 
there’s no open bait,” he said. “In the woods we have now with 
wolves in pretty much every place (across the UP) … we have 
to use all the tools we can to alleviate conflicts.”

“When we look at enforcement there’s things that could be added 
or done to help with that,” Shafer said. 

Norton said the recommendation to end barrels on state-owned 
lands was based in large part on feedback from conservation 
officers. 

“We talked with law enforcement division folks and they actu-
ally surveyed their officers in the field,” he said. “Over 80 percent 
of officers surveyed encountered barrels that were unmarked.”

“It was extremely difficult for officers to follow up with those 
folks,” Norton said, noting officers face the same issues with 
unmarked tree stands. 

“Basically because of those concerns, that’s what we’re basing 
the recommendation on,” he said. “There was a lot of noncom-
pliance.”

The DNR is also recommending an expansion of the Red Oak 

DNR wants to increase NLP harvest 20 
percent, end barrels on public land   
Continued from page 1...
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BMU archery only season to the entire Lower Peninsula, a pro-
posal that was supported by most at the bear forum. The MBHA 
and others pressed officials to allow hounds during the archery 
only hunt, but Norton said the recommendation is for bait hunt-
ing only, for now. 

“A lot of the forum did support allowing hounds during that 
season,” he said. 

“That’s something that we might look at down the road, but we’ll 
take it step by step to see how it’s going to impact harvest – how 
much it will increase in those two units,” Norton said, referring 
to the Baldwin and Gladwin BMUs. 

The archery only season currently comprises about 15 percent 
of the harvest in the Red Oak BMU, he said. 

The DNR is advising against a MBHA backed proposal to move 
the start for baiting to July 8, to align with the hound training 
season. Officials also shelved a MBHA proposal for a diversionary 
feeding program to help mitigate bear nuisance complaints in the 
spring by providing food in the woods. 

Others at the December bear forum suggested a spring bear 
season to help reduce conflicts between bait and hound hunt-
ers. DNR officials plan to examine that idea and the diversionary 
feeding proposal more closely ahead of the next regulation cycle, 
Norton said. m

Coronavirus restrictions force MBHA to 
cancel 2021 convention 
Continued From. . . .Page 1

“Kimber was a great help to us,” he said, adding that Jay’s 
Sporting Goods, local gun shops, the Village Market in Elk Rapids 
and others also contributed. 

The 52-Gun Raffle begins in July and runs once per week for the 
entire year, based off the three number draw from the Michigan 
Friday night lottery. 

“We only sell 1,000 tickets, and tickets are $50 a piece,” Shafer 
said. 

The MBHA normally draws the Warchest Raffle winners at the 
March convention, but directors decided to postpone the drawing 
until a special board of directors meeting on April 25. 

“This year we decided to push the drawing day back to April 25 
because it’s been tough with COVID for people to get out and see 
other people, so we wanted to give them the maximum time,” 
Shafer said, adding that new directors and officers will become 
official at the meeting, as well. 

MBHA officials have continued to collect applications for MBHA-
Bill Walker Scholarships, as well as the annual Big Bear Awards, 
both of which are also typically announced at the convention. 

“All of that is still moving forward,” Shafer said. 
Hannah Huff “is in the process of ordering and getting all the 

plaques done,” he said. “The scholarships are in the same boat. 
“We’d like to have everyone come to our board meeting (in April) 

to get the scholarships” and awards, Shafer said. 
The MBHA convention is where many members renew their 

memberships, and the organization has promoted membership 
drives at the event in recent years to boost numbers. Directors 
may opt to create “a new membership drive or raffle or some-
thing” different this year to compensate, Shafer said. 

“I think that will come up at our April meeting,” he said. 
Once directors finalize the details for this year, they’ll refocus 

on 2022 and a return to Shanty Creek Resorts, where the MBHA 
narrowly avoided the statewide coronavirus lockdown that went 
into effect just days after the 2020 convention. 

“We’ll be at Shanty Creek for March 4 and 5 in 2022, and we’ll 
be planning on our normal convention,” he said. m

Andy Dingwell's black bear was among the largest submitted for 
the MBHA's annual Big Bear Awards. 

MBHA WEB SITE
www.mibearhunters.org
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22001177  CCoonnvveennttiioonn  AAggeennddaa  
Friday March 17, 2017– Hospitality Room– Bellaire Ballroom North  
7:00pm—12:00am  Sponsored by Newberry Motors 
 
Saturday March 18, 2017– Kids Program and Pizza Party    
12:00pm-2:30pm Free for kids 14 and under. DNR Educational   
   Programs and Craft Project 
   Organized by Hannah Huff and Ed Shaw 
 
Saturday March 18, 2017– Convention Center 
10:00am-12:00pm Convention Center open for registration, merchan- 
   dise, membership, and various vendors. 
12:00pm-12:15pm Opening/Blitz Raffle 
12:15pm-1:00pm  Kevin Swanson, DNR Bear and wolf specialist will  
   give an  update for 2017-2018 bear regulations. 
1:00pm-1:10pm  Blitz Raffle 
1:15pm-2:45pm  Clay Newcomb, Bear Hunting Magazine– Introduction of 
   the MBHA produced video ‘Defending Traditions’,            
   followed by highlights of exciting bear hunts from across  
   North America. 
2:45pm-3:00pm  Blitz Raffle 
3:00pm-4:30pm Break 
4:30pm-5:15pm  Cocktail Time with Raffles, Merchandise and Games 
5:15pm-5:30pm  Blitz Raffle 
5:30pm-5:45pm  Convention Welcoming - Rep. Triston Cole 
5:45pm-6:00pm Association update– President Tim Dusterwinkle 
6:00pm-7:00pm Buffet Dinner 
7:00pm-7:15pm  Blitz Raffle 
7:15pm-7:40pm  Dan Eichinger, MUCC- Protecting Michigan’s   
   Hunting and Fishing heritage. 
7:40pm-8:30pm  Awards Presentation- Bear Patch, Scholarship,   
   Big Bear Award,  
8:30pm-8:45pm  Blitz Raffle 
8:45pm-9:15pm  Auction 
9:15pm-10:30pm In house Raffles, Warchest Raffle Drawings 

Official Car Dealership of the 2017 MBHA Convention: 

Silver Donors Donation between $0-$499 

Keith and Elissa Shafer 
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McLean’s Hardware 
Kalkaska, MI 

Dawn Cottrell 

Tyler’s Creations 

Lake City Feeds 

Education Outdoors 

Rusty and Cindy Huff 

 

Team Fix Gaylord Vet Clinic 

Kwapis Outdoor 

Mike and Rita  
LaForge 

For updates on Events, Raffles, MBHA Apparel, Memberships, News & More — visit our website!

www.mibearhunters.org

 

 

22001199  CCoonnvveennttiioonn  AAggeennddaa  
Friday March 15, 2019—Hospitality Room– Bellaire Ballroom 
7:00pm-12:00am Mingle with fellow hunters and enjoy complimentary  
   snacks, appetizers, and $2 draft beers. 
 
Saturday March 16, 2019– Kids Program and Pizza Party 
9:00am-12:30pm Free for kids 14 and under 
3:00pm-4:00pm Shanty Creek Tubing Hill open to Convention attendees 
 
Saturday March 16, 2019– Convention Center 
10:00am-12:00pm Convention Center open for registration, raffle,  
   merchandise, membership, and various vendors. 
12:00pm-12:15pm Opening/Blitz Raffle 
12:15pm-1:15pm  Brian Mastenbrook, MI DNR– 100 years of Michigan elk. 
1:15pm-1:30pm  Blitz Raffle 
1:30pm-2:30pm  Mark Boersen, MI DNR– Placing orphaned bear cubs. 
2:30pm-2:45pm  Blitz Raffle 
3:00pm-4:15pm  Break (Shanty Creek tubing hill open for convention  
    attendees from 3:00pm -4:00pm) 
4:15pm-5:15pm  Doors re-open with cocktails, raffles, and games. 
5:15pm-5:30pm  Blitz Raffle 
5:30pm-5:45pm  Convention Welcoming - Rep. Triston Cole 
5:45pm-6:00pm Association update– President Tim Dusterwinkle 
6:00pm-7:00pm Buffet Dinner 
7:00pm-7:15pm  Blitz Raffle 
7:15pm-7:40pm  Dan Eichinger, MI DNR Director– protecting Michigan’s  
   hunting and fishing heritage. 
7:40pm-8:45pm  Awards Presentation- Bear Patch, Scholarship, Big Bear  
   Award, Legislative award. 
8:45pm-9:00pm Blitz Raffle 
9:00pm-10:30pm In house Raffles, Warchest Raffle Drawings 

Silver Donors Donation between $0-$499 
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Lake City Feeds 

LEAH HUFF 

Team Fix 

KLOOSTERS FARM 
EQUIPMENT 

Mike and Rita  
LaForge 

Ron & Ann 
 LaForge 

Dawn Cottrell 
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Platinum Donors– Donation greater than $1,000 

TThhaannkk  yyoouu  ttoo  oouurr  DDoonnoorrss!!  
Gold Donors– Donation between $500- $1,000  

La Senorita –Gaylord 

Cliff & Maria 
Anderson 

4 5 

Silver Donors Donation between $0-$499 

Jay Brink Taxidermy & 
Verlyn Lynch Family 

Farm 
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CCaarrdd  GGaammeess  aanndd  AAuuccttiioonn  IItteemmss  
Bear Rug Taxidermy 

Donated by: Jay Brink 
Barn wood furniture 

Donated by: Bill Sutherland 
Cowboy’s Barnwood Creations 

Dogbox 
Donated by: Tree Dog Kustoms 

 

Bear Rug Taxidermy 
Donated by: Jay Brink Taxidermy 

Garmin TT-15 Collar 
Donated by: Double U 

Dogbox 
Donated by: Delynne Schneider 

 

Bird Feeder 
Donated by:  

Rex and Rhonda Lansing 

 Tri-Tronics Pro-70 
Donated by: Double U  

KEL-TEC Sub 2000 
Donated by: 

 Cliff and Maria Anderson 

Trijicon Scope 
Donated by: Trijicon 

 

Each blitz raffle will offer 3 prizes. The first blitz winner will be 
able to pick one of the 3 prizes offered. Each blitz raffle winner 
thereafter will be able to pick a prize from the 3 new  prizes in 
that blitz, or any of the previously offered unselected prizes.      

If you purchased a blitz ticket and didn’t win, that means you 
have a second chance to win. Simply write your name on the 

back of the ticket and place in the container on the table with 
the blitz prizes. At the end of the night, a bonus blitz  

raffle winner will be selected from these tickets.  

BBlliittzz  RRaafffflleess  
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Silver Donors Donation between $0-$499 

REX & RHONDA 
LANSING 

Wendy Kwapis 

MIKE AND DEB 
HOLMES 

RUSTY & CINDY 
HUFF 
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CONSERVATION ROUNDUP 
OKLAHOMA TETHERING BILL

Legislation introduced in Oklahoma aims to put limits on how 
and when dog owners can tether their dogs, and hound hunters 
are barking back. 

US Sportsmen’s Alliance reports:
Oklahoma House Bill 1580 bans the tethering of dogs under 

many circumstances and codifies parameters for keeping dogs 
outside. The ambiguous language could negatively impact com-
mon training and hunting practices for sporting dogs.
USSA highlighted how hound hunters and bird dog owners use 

stakeout chains for training and field-trial competitions, with of-
ficials weighing in on what the legislation could mean for those 
in the sporting dog industry. 

“At the most basic level, this bill’s language leaves it open to 
interpretation as to whether or not you can tether your dog outside 
for five hours or for as little as 15 minutes, and when you can 
do so,” said Jacob Hupp, associate director of state services for 
USSA. “Further, HB 1580 could completely outlaw common and 
accepted training and hunting practices for bird dogs and hounds.”

Bryan Lynn, a USSA staff member who regularly writes about 
sporting dogs, put it another way. 

“Given the fact that HB 1580 eliminates any tethering of a puppy 
under six months of age under any circumstance is cause for 
concern, too, as that delays accepted training methods during 
impressionable phases of puppy development,” Lynn said. “This is 
just a poorly written bill that raises more questions than answers.”

The bill received a hearing in the state House’s Judicial-Criminal 
Committee in late February. 
MONTANA BLACK BEAR HOUND HUNTING

Montana Rep. Paul Fielder sponsored legislation last month to 
open a hound training season and hunt for black bears in The 
Treasure State.  

Hunters there can currently take mountain lions, bobcats, and 
game birds with dogs, and HB 268 would expand the management 
practice for bears, USSA reports. 

The bill would allow the Montana Fish and Wildlife Commission 
to establish an open season with the use of hounds in the spring, 
followed by a training season that would run through July 31. 

“There’s no scientific or rational reason not to have a hound-
hunting and training season for black bears. It’s beyond time for 
Montana to incorporate the full suite of scientific wildlife manage-
ment available to all species,” USSA’s Hupp said. 

Proponents of the legislation point to the benefits of hunting with 
hounds, particularly the ability to better evaluate animals before 
they’re harvested. Unlike bait or spot and stalk hunters, hound 
hunters get an up close look at bears to determine size, sex and 
other factors before pulling the trigger. 

HB 268 passed out of the state House’s Fish, Wildlife and Parks 
Committee late last month. 
NEW MEXICO TRAPPING

New Mexico trappers are livid after a state Senate committee 
hearing on a bill to ban trapping devolved into an anti-trapping 
showcase. 

Several members of the New Mexico Senate Conservation Com-
mittee raised questions about SB 32 – drafted with no input from 
trappers and opposition from the state’s Department of Game and 

Fish – which the bill’s sponsor, Sen. Bobby Gonzalez, refused to 
address. 

Instead, he referred comment on the legislation to Jessica 
Johnson, a staffer for Animal Protection Voters of New Mexico 
championing the effort. Johnson’s testimony dominated the hear-
ing and provided a one-sided perspective on the role of trapping 
in wildlife management, while leaving little time for opponents to 
make their case.

USSA reports:
Committee hearings exist so that the merits of legislation can 

be discussed equally among a bill’s sponsor, committee mem-
bers, opponents and proponents, but it was clear that was not 
the circumstance of the Senate Conservation Committee hearing 
on SB 32. Ms. Johnson was afforded an opportunity to mislead 
and misinform the committee members, solely in the interest of 
ending trapping in New Mexico. The committee members did 
not ask a single question to the opponents of this bill and the 
bill’s sponsor clearly was not prepared to speak on the merits 
of his own legislation.
Ultimately, committee members voted 7-2 to approve the bill, 

despite objections and a motion to table the legislation. 
“It is unacceptable that Sen. Gonzalez deferred all responsibility 

and comments of his own legislation to a special-interest propo-
nent who had a monopoly on speaking, while those opposed to 
it had no opportunity to validate or respond to the committee’s 
concerns,” said USSA’s Hupp. “This legislation was drafted inten-
tionally without support from the New Mexico Department of Fish 
and Game or state trappers and should be immediate grounds to 
remove this legislation from consideration.”
COLORADO TRAPPING

The Humane Society of the United States filed a petition to end 
all trapping in Colorado, and the state’s Parks and Wildlife Com-
mission is set to review the request this month.

The move follows a tug of war over trapping in The Centennial 
State. 

Anti-hunters successfully amended the state constitution through 
a 1996 ballot initiative to ban recreational trapping and outlaw all 
traps, including live cage traps, USSA reports. 

A decade later, the Colorado Wildlife Commission voted to open 
a recreational cage-trapping season for bobcats and furbearers. 
The HSUS petition would reverse that decision and end all forms 
of recreational trapping. 

The Parks and Wildlife Commission will review the HSUS petition 
on March 17, and the meeting will be streamed to YouTube. m

www.johnsonspropane.com

507 South Otsego, Gaylord, MI 49734
800-292-3941 • 989-732-2451

Kevin Johnson, Owner
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New Member Sign-up & Renewal

Sponsoring Member ______________________________________________  

New Member ___________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________

City ___________________________________________________________

Phone  Day (_____)___________________  Night (_____)_______________

Email _________________________________________________________

We need your help to strengthen the Michigan Bear Hunters Association and Michigan Bear Hunters Conservation Association.  
Sign up your friends and relatives and invite them to go hunting with you or to one of many MBHA - Sponsored events.  As an added 
incentive, for every new member you sign up, your name will be entered into a drawing to win. Once we have 15 names in the hat 
we'll draw for a winner at one of our bi-monthly meetings. The winner will receive two dinner tickets to our annual convention.  Mail 
your membership to:  Phil Hewitt,  7796 Ainsworth Rd. Lake Odessa, MI 48849

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

MBHA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT Dusterwinkle, Tim ................. Wetmore, MI .................. 906-748-4935 .......... tdusterwinkle@mibearhunters.org

VICE-PRESIDENT Shafer, Keith ..................... Central Lake, MI ............... 231-313-3529 ................... kshafer@mibearhunters.org

TREASURER Butcher, Chuck ...................... Gaylord, MI ................... 989-732-1449 ................. cbutcher@mibearhunters.org

SECRETARY Patton, Laura .....................East Jordan, MI ................ 231-676-3029 .................... lpatton@mibearhunters.org

MEMBERSHIP Phil Hewitt .........................Lake Odessa, MI ............... 616-862-2901 ....................phewitt@mibearhunters.org

BEAR FACTS EDITOR Skinner, Victor ..................... Muskegon, MI ................. 315-525-8069 ...................... editor@mibearhunters.org

PAST PRESIDENTS Hewitt, Phil ........................Lake Odessa, MI ............... 616-862-2901 ....................phewitt@mibearhunters.org
  McVannel, Brett ................ Johannesburg, MI .............. 989-370-1848 .....................cowboys1971@yahoo.com
	 	 Huff,	Rusty ....................... Johannesburg, MI .............. 989-786-4060 .............................huffc40@hotmail.com
	 	 Huff,	Troy ......................... Johannesburg, MI .............. 989-731-0732 .............................hufft1010@gmail.com

DIRECTORS	 Anderson,	Cliff ........................Avoca, MI ..................... 810-304-2091 ........... cmanderson@mibearhunters.org
   Anderson, Maria ......................Avoca, MI ..................... 810-304-2095 ........... cmanderson@mibearhunters.org
   Austin, Bill ............................ Ellsworth, MI .................. 231-676-7788 ........................... baustincat@gmail.com
  Davis, Jim ............................Crosswell, MI .................. 810-404-2950 ...................... jdavis@mibearhunters.org
  Druckenmiller, Brian .......... Central Lake, MI ............... 231-544-9893 ........bdruckenmiller@mibearhunters.org
  Hopp, Brett ............................ Gaylord, MI ................... 989-710-1045 ..................... bhopp@mibearhunters.org
	 	 Huff,	Blake ....................... Johannesburg, MI .............. 989-464-5751 .......................bhuff@mibearhunters.org
	 	 Huff,	Keith ........................ Johannesburg, MI .............. 989-732-3180 ................. sherryandkeithh@yahoo.com
  Keller, Elijah .......................... Cadillac, MI ................... 231-429-6698 .................... ekeller@mibearhunters.org
  Kintner, Tony  ....................... Fife Lake, MI ................... 231-499-870 ................... tkintner@mibearhunters.org
  Krepps, Craig  .........................Tustin, MI  .................... 906-630-1951 .................  ckrepps@mibearhunters.org
  Kwapis, Elisa .................... Johannesburg, MI .............. 989-370-5502 .................. ekwapis@mibearhunters.org
  Kwapis, Stanley ............... Johannesburg, MI .............. 989-731-5236 .................. skwapis@mibearhunters.org
  LaForge, Mike ..................... Richmond,	MI ................. 586-784-9005 ......................grizzly777@peoplepc.com
	 	 Lansing,	Rex ...........................Attica, MI  .................... 810-656-5685 .................. rlansing@mibearhunters.org
  May, Sandy ........................... Gaylord, MI ................... 248-854-6273 ................... tenyeardegree@yahoo.com
	 	 Neff,	Justin ...........................Newberry, MI .................. 906-450-1813 ...........................justinneff@outlook.com
  Tice, Buck ............................ Kalkaska, MI .................. 231-384-3282 ....................... btice@mibearhunters.org

   Youth membership: $15

   Single Membership: $25

   Family Membership: $40

   Single Family Membership: $350

   Family Life Membership: $500



The Bear Facts   • MARCH  2021                  • 12 • Michigan Bear Hunters Association

“Granola, Caramel, 
Jelly, Frostings, Fillings, 

30# Boxes of Candy, Etc.”
Check our website for prices!

Call for availability!
www.michiganbearbaitman.com

Not For Human Consumption

Bear
Bait

MBHA President Tim Dusterwinkle 
takes on new role 
By Victor Skinner

Michigan Bear Hunters Association President Tim Dusterwinkle 
is expected to pass his title to Vice President Keith Shafer at the 
organization’s April 25 board meeting after 7 years at the helm. 

Dusterwinkle, who took over from Matt Pedigo in 2014, is 
the second longest serving president in the organization’s 75 
year history, and he plans to remain actively involved defending 
Michigan’s hunting heritage. 

Retired MBHA director Bill Walker noted that Dusterwinkle 
took over the title from Pedigo as the organization worked to 
expand its influence in Lansing, and the strong connections he 
built with lawmakers and conservation leaders is a testament to 
his effectiveness. 

“We’ve become very savvy over the years and came to realize we 
should become intimately involved with not just the (Department 
of Natural Resources) and the (Natural Resources Commission), 
but also the legislature,” Walker said.

Under Dusterwinkle’s leadership, “we kind of grew in that respect 
in becoming more knowledgeable working with the legislature,” 
he said, “and with Tim it really expanded with taking lawmakers 
out on training runs in the summer time to show them firsthand 
what we do.”

“They’re wonderful contacts and friends afterwards,” Walker 
said, pointing to the numerous state lawmakers who have at-
tended the MBHA convention during Dusterwinkle’s tenure. 

“That’s amazing, that really is,” he said of the dozens of law-
makers, NRC commissioners, and conservation leaders at the 
conventions. “They’re coming because they like us and respect us.

“Tim’s always been good at that. He’s smart enough to under-
stand what he wants to accomplish and goes about it calmly and 
keeps his eye on the ball,” Walker said. 

Mike Thorman worked alongside Dusterwinkle representing 
bear hunters and houndsmen through presentations to lawmak-
ers and testimony before legislative committees and the NRC. 
Thorman offered high praise for his colleague’s composure and 
professionalism, as well as his willingness to put the needs of 
all bear hunters ahead of his personal agenda. 

“Tim was very well accepted and did an excellent job in Lansing 
with the DNR and legislative officials. Tim was very well liked there 
and that was instrumental to getting things done,” Thorman said. 

The numerous legislators and other decision-makers who con-
verge on the convention each year “is a direct reflection of how 
active and effective he was in Lansing,” Thorman said. “He’s a 
very good thinker and he’s analytical. He looks at all sides of an 
issue and does what’s best for all hunters.”

Longtime MBHA Director Keith Huff echoed those sentiments. 
“I think Tim has probably been the second longest acting presi-

dent of the MBHA, behind Gene Little,” Huff said. “He’s been a 
good leader … and always looked to the future and the impact 
the rules and regulations would bestow upon us.”

“Tim has always been progressively concerned about the future 
of our outdoor sport,” Huff said, “and I think he’s been a wonderful 
president for the years he’s served for us.” 

Dusterwinkle’s tenure started at a time when anti-hunters were 

attempting to repeal the state’s wolf hunt, and the MBHA’s leader-
ship in rebuffing the challenge – through an $110,000 donation to 
a citizen’s initiative, petition drive and other fundraising – played a 
key role in locking the NRC’s authority to establish game species 
into the Michigan Constitution. 

Over the last seven years, the MBHA has also embarked on an 
innovative program to engage college welding students in fab-
ricating bear live traps for the DNR, worked with Bear Hunting 
Magazine to craft a documentary about bear hunting with hounds 
in Michigan, and successfully pushed back against onerous and 
illogical restrictions on hound hunters promoted by anti-hunting 
interests. 

“What always impressed me was Tim’s commitment and per-
sistence with the various issues bear hunters care about,” Amy 
Trotter, executive director of Michigan United Conservation Clubs, 
told The Bear Facts. 

Trotter said Dusterwinkle’s focus on family is another big plus. 
“It is for Tim a true family affair, and I always appreciated him 

bringing his family into the organization’s activities,” she said. 
Cody Norton, the DNR’s bear, wolf and cougar specialist, said 

he met Dusterwinkle years ago when working as a biologist in 
the Singleton office, and he was impressed by how he focused 
on working with instead of against wildlife managers. 

“I really enjoyed working with Tim. He made you feel a part 
of things and wanted to work with you … rather than being 
adversarial,” Norton said. “I think he put a lot of thought into the 
things he wanted to push for and he has a very eloquent way of 
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Bear hunters, Michigan DNR predict 2020 
season similar to last year 
Continued from page 1...

getting his point across. 
“It was really nice to work with someone who brings examples 

and rationale for what we wants to do,” Norton said. 
MBHA Director Keith Shafer said he respects Dusterwinkle’s 

leadership style and he plans to take a similar approach when he 
takes over next month. 

“He was never a micromanager. It was, ‘I need you to do this and 
tell me what’s going on,’” Shafer said. “He was a great director. 
He’d give you the basics of what we need to achieve, the people 
working on it, and check in to keep things on task.

“It’s the most effective type of leadership,” Shafer said. 
Dusterwinkle said he opted to move on this year to shift away 

from the day-to-day administration of the MBHA to focus more 
on moving the issues he’s passionate about. 

“One of the things I’m proud of and it’s still very important is 
the good relationship the three hound organizations share. I’m 
also real proud of the way we’ve become more active in Lansing 
under my presidency, how we developed and fostered good 
relationships with legislators and the NRC,” he said. 

“My plans are to remain on the (MBHA) board as a past presi-
dent, and I applied for a position on the wolf advisory council, so 
I would represent the MBHA on that,” Dusterwinkle said. 

“I’ve always thought I was able to see the big picture, and I’m 
just looking forward to continuing to work with lawmakers, step-
ping back from the day-to-day management and focusing more 
on maintaining the relationships we’ve built over the years,” he 
said.  m

Numerous lawmakers from the Michigan House and Senate 
presented MBHA President Tim Dustwerwinkle with a signed 
state seal at the 2020 MBHA Convention. The gesture was in 

recognition of Dusterwinkle's efforts to protect Michigan bears and 
the state's hunting traditions.
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Lake City Feed & Seed
Lake City & R&M Family Feeds, Palms

Delivering premium dog food statewide by the ton.  
THE PRIDE dog food.  

These are meat based high quality feeds 
formulated for hunters and breeders.

Full line of dog vaccines, wormers, dog supplies, Bog Boots, 
Garmin Equipment, Astros, and accessories at the VERY 

BEST PRICES.  Trade-ins considered on Garmin Equipment. 
Bear Bait Available - Call Paul for details

Palms, MI                               Lake City, MI 
Shelly (810) 837-0119         Paul (989) 551-1609

Like us on Facebook@LakeCityFeed&Seed and @rmfamilyfeedsllc

Hunter harvest exceeded DNR quotas 
is most BMUs in 2020
By Victor Skinner

Michigan bear hunters harvested about 9 percent more bears 
than the Department of Natural Resources’ desired harvest for 
2020 – 64 bears from the Upper Peninsula and 83 from the 
northern Lower. 

Upper Peninsula hunters registered a total of 1,244 bears, or 
about 5 percent over the desired harvest of 1,180. Below the 
bridge, the total was 483 bears, roughly 20 percent above the 
desired harvest of 400. 

“For all of the Upper Peninsula units except two we were within 
10 percent of our desired harvest,” Cody Norton, the DNR’s bear, 
cougar and wolf specialist, told The Bear Facts. “For Carney and 
Bergland, we were … 18 to 20 percent above our desired harvest.”

In Carney, the increase jibes with an influx of reports of bear 
sightings and nuisance issues in some areas, but the reason 
behind the bump in Bergland is less clear, he said. 

“I don’t know if we have a great answer for why we’re 20 per-
cent over the desired harvest there,” Norton said. “If you look at 
Baraga, we were within 3 percent of the desired harvest. Those 
two units usually go hand and hand.”

Hunters took 168 bears from the Gwinn BMU, or about 12 
percent more than the desired harvest, while 271 hunters were 
successful in the Newberry unit – 4 percent over the DNR’s quota. 

“All of the mainland units except Amasa were above our desired 

Andy Dingwell entered this massive boar from the 2020 season 
in the Michigan Bear Hunters Association's Big Bear Awards. 
Winners will be announced at the MBHA's board of directors 

meeting in late April. 

harvest,” Norton said. “It was kind of surprising because the mast 
crop was so good.”

“A really good mast crop … sometimes means you’ll have less 
harvest,” he said.

Five hunters also took bears from Drummond Island, the exact 
desired harvest. 

In the northern Lower, hunters in the Baldwin BMU took 141 
bears, six over the desired harvest of 135. Hunters in the Gladwin 
BMU registered four bears fewer than the desired harvest with 16.

The Red Oak BMU produced the biggest gap between desired 
and actual harvest, as hunters killed 81 more than the DNR quota 
of 245.

“It’s just a growing bear population,” Norton said. 
Norton contends increasing hunter success is a factor, and of-

ficials plan to increase licenses there to “stabilize the population.”
“That’s our goal for the entire northern Lower Peninsula is to 

stabilize the population there, and we should hit our desired 
harvest better,” Norton said. “We increased the Baldwin desired 
harvest … pretty significantly last regulation cycle and this year 
we were within 3 percent of our desired harvest” in 2020. 

That means “we’re getting closer to stabilizing” the bear popula-
tion there, he said. 

In 2019, the harvest in the Baldwin BMU was seven bears short 
of the quota, while in Red Oak it was just two fewer than 2020. 

MBHA Director Keith Huff lives in and has hunted the Red Oak 
BMU for decades, and he’s concerned DNR officials could erode 
gains in the bear population that took years to materialize. After 
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bear populations dipped significantly last decade, state wildlife 
managers drastically reduced licenses to compensate, and Huff 
isn’t interested in repeating the cycle. 

“I’m happy to tell you we have more bears than 6 years ago, but 
it took a long time to get bears back to that population,” Huff said. 

Mike Thorman, who represents the Michigan Hunting Dog 
Federation, MBHA, and the Upper Peninsula Bear Houndsmen 
in Lansing, echoed Huff’s perspective. Thorman also lives and 
trains in the Red Oak BMU. 

“In the mid-2000s we killed between 350-400 bears and that’s 
what (decreased) our bear population and the DNR had to cut the 
tags by 65 percent,” he said. “We’re concerned because we’re 
creeping back up there and we don’t want roller coaster bear 
management.”

Huff, Thorman and others have also highlighted issues with 
increased bear complaints, another factor the DNR uses to justify 
license increases. 

“I believe there were more nuisance complaints because CO-
VID had the population in northern Michigan probably double,” 
Thorman said. “There were people at cottages they’re never at 
in April and May.”

“Managing herd numbers by nuisance complaints is not sound 
science,” he said. 

“In my area, people just seeing a bear will call the DNR and it’s 
registered as a complaint,” Huff said. “Sightings are recorded 
as complaints and I’m very concerned about how they’re using 
complaints …”   . m

MI Bear Hunter Success Rates
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UP 2020 Deer Camp Survey highlights 
hunter frustration with wolves

An annual survey of hundreds of Upper Peninsula hunters shows 
most are frustrated with an obvious lack of deer, comments that 
coincide with the highest rate of wolf sightings in the survey’s 
17-year history. 

Results show deer abundance was the top issue for many hunt-
ers, followed by concerns about the impact wolves and other 
predator species are having on the herd. 

“The second most popular comment thread in 2020 was preda-
tors, particularly wolves. The most numerous predator comments 
were increased wolf observations and/or sign around hunting 
locations, the view their presence was having a negative impact 
on deer, and requests for their control. This corresponds to an 
increase in the wolf observation rate reported by camps,” ac-
cording to the report. 

Results show wolves were the most observed wildlife species 
during the 2020 deer season, behind deer and turkeys, with 
hunters taking note of 306 wolves across the Upper Peninsula. 
Those sightings were spread across the entire peninsula, in 20 
out of 22 deer management units. 

The data shows hunters observed 3.2 wolves per 100 hunter 
days last season, the highest level since officials began asking 
the question in 2003. 

Wolf sightings at that time numbered .7 per 100 hunter days 
and has steadily grown since. 

Gary Gorniak, president of the Straits Area Sportsmen’s Club and 
vice president of the UP Sportsmen’s Alliance, wasn’t surprised 
by the results, which show the problem with wolves in the UP 
spans the entire peninsula. 

“We are not real happy with the way the deer season went last 
year. The deer harvest was worse than last year, and last year 
was worse than the year before,” he said. “Our deer harvest rates 
are dropping by 60 to 70 percent.”

Gorniak contends the problem is due to a confluence of factors 
dealing with habitat, migration and predators, but wolves are one 
of the biggest variables in the equation. 

Wolves eat plenty of deer, he said, but it’s more than that. 
“They get in these deer yards and the run them to death,” he 

said, adding that even deer that escape wolves burn up valuable 
energy they need to make it through the winter. 

Cody Norton, the Michigan Department of Natural Resources’ 
bear, wolf and cougar specialist, said the results of the camp 
survey jibe with the “wolf population at its highest densities in 
9 or so years.”

He noted the observations from deer hunters were the highest 
number “since at least 2003, probably ever.

“We want to look at long term trends. It could be a seasonal 
effect or a long-term trend with wolf densities,” he said. 

Michigan estimates the state’s wolf population at a minimum 
of about 700 wolves, though the figure can nearly double in the 
spring. The Trump administration removed gray wolves from the 
Endangered Species List in Michigan, Wisconsin and Minnesota 
last year, which returned management authority over the animals 
to state officials. 

In Wisconsin, hunters killed 216 wolves in less than 60 hours 

after a judge ruled the state must hold a hunt, based on a state 
law that requires one when they’re not under federal protections. 
Michigan law only allows for lethal force when wolves are in the 
act of attacking dogs or livestock. The Michigan DNR is currently 
in the process of assembling a wolf advisory council to review 
the state’s wolf management plan. The DNR approved a wolf 
hunt in 2013, when states briefly regained management authority 
before a lawsuit from anti-hunters reversed the delisting, and the 
Michigan Bear Hunters Association and most other hunting and 
conservation groups expect a wolf season for 2022 or 2023 to 
help control the population. Virtually every year, hunting hounds, 
pets and livestock are slaughtered by wolves prowling the Upper 
Peninsula.  

State lawmakers and others are urging the DNR to expedite 
the process for establishing a season, while Michigan Attorney 
General Dana Nessel has spoken out against the USFWS wolf 
delisting, calling the decision the “first step toward allowing gray 
wolves to be hunted to near extinction once again.”

Amy Trotter, executive director for Michigan United Conser-
vation Clubs, said she’s following the process closely. Trotter 
served on the state’s prior wolf advisory groups along with Mike 
Thorman, who represents the MBHA and other hound groups in 
Lansing, and others representing a variety of interests, including 
anti-hunters. 

She believes the UP Camp Survey provides valuable insight the 
group needs to consider. 

She noted the DNR is working on a public attitude survey on 
wolves, but “I think the deer camp survey also offers a good 
public attitude survey. 

“I hope they’ll use that data,” she said. 
“We’ve got to be sure to feed that into the conversation, because 

HSUS and the national wolf coalition claim we’re not at the social 
carrying capacity,” Trotter said. “I think the public attitude … 
from the deer camp survey shows we are.”  m

Alexander Scott beams with the bear he downed during the 
2020 Michigan bear season. Scott submitted the image for 
the MBHA's Big Bear Awards, with the winners expected to 

be announced in April.
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ADULT T-SHIRTS   
Various Colors (Listed On-Line)

Small to 2XL .......................................................................... $12.00
3XL to 4XL ............................................................................ $17.00 
Tall - Black or Grey Only: XL to 3XL ...................................... $20.00

ADULT HOODED SWEATSHIRTS 
Various Colors (Listed On-Line)

Small to 2XL .......................................................................... $30.00
3XL ........................................................................................ $35.00 

Full Zip Hooded Sweatshirt
Black or Grey Only – Small to 2XL ....................................... $40.00

ADULT CREW SWEATSHIRTS 
Various Colors (Listed On-Line)

Small to 2XL .......................................................................... $25.00
3XL ........................................................................................ $30.00    

ADULT CAMO CLOTHING – REAL TREE AP
Short Sleeve T-shirts - Small to XL ............................................ $30.00

2XL to 3XL .................................................................................... $35.00
Long Sleeve T-shirt - Small to XL ............................................... $35.00

2XL to 3XL .................................................................................... $40.00
Full Zip Hooded Sweatshirt - Small to XL ................................ $70.00

2XL to 3XL .................................................................................... $80.00
CHILDREN'S CLOTHING
Various Colors (Listed On-Line)

T-Shirts - XS to XL ........................................................................... $8.00
Crew Sweatshirts - XS to XL ....................................................... $20.00
Hooded Sweatshirts - XS to XL .................................................. $25.00

***STATE LOGO ONLY***

HATS  
Mesh Hats - Various Colors (Listed On-Line) ................................... $12.00
Camoflauge Hats – Mossy Oak or Orange ........................................ $15.00

EMBROIDERED HATS
Khaki with Mossy Oak Detail – OR – 
Orange with Mossy Oak Trim ............................................................ $18.00

STAINLESS STEEL COFFEE MUG WITH BLACK GRIP . $10.00
*STATE LOGO PATCH........................................................... $5.00
*STATE LOGO DECAL ........................................................... $2.00
  Indoor Use  Outdoor Use
STATE LOGO LICENSE PLATE ............................................. $7.00
MBHA MEMORIES BOOK ................................................... $10.00
*MICHIGAN BEAR MANAGEMENT 
  COOPERATOR (DNR) PATCH ............................................ $5.00

YEAR:   2011     2012     2013
  2014  2015  2016

 Michigan Bear Hunters Association Promotional Supplies

ON-LINE ORDERING AVAILABLE: www.mibearhunters.org
Click on Merchandise Tab for more details.

Free Shipping on Patches/Decals Not Available On-Line 

ORDER FORM - Be sure to check online for all garment color options available.
ITEM DESCRIPTION COLOR SIZE QUANTITY PRICE EACH TOTAL PRICE

 

  Subtotal
   *Mail/Phone Orders, free shipping on purchase of patches and/or decals only. *Shipping
  6% Michigan State Sales Tax is included in merchandise price.   TOTAL

Name _______________________________________________________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________
City _____________________________________________  State ___________________  ZIP ___________________
Phone ___________________________________________  Email ___________________________________________

Checks are payable to: Michigan Bear Hunters Conservation Association (MBHCA)
Credit Cards Accepted: (Select One)   Visa     MasterCard    	American	Express				 Discover

16-Digit Credit Card Number ________________________  3-Digit Security Code ______________________________
Signature _______________________________________ 	 Card	Expiration	Date ______________________________

SEND ORDER TO: Rex Lansing, email rlansing@mibearhunters.org, 734 N. Force Rd. Attica, MI 48412  

SHIPPING CALCULATION
ORDER AMOUNT ......................... SHIPPING COST
$00.00 - $25.00 .....................................................$6.95
$25.01 - $50.00 .....................................................$7.95
$50.01 - $75.00 .....................................................$9.95
$75.01 - $100.00 .................................................$10.95
$100.01 - $150.00 ...............................................$12.95
$150.01 and up ...................................................$14.95
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Dear MBHA
Thanks for 75 years 
of protecting 
bears and bear 
hunting.
A Grateful Hunter 


