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Michigan DNR to use ‘close-kin mark-
recapture’ bear study to replace UP 
tetracycline survey 
By Victor Skinner

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources is launching a new bear 
study in the Upper Peninsula that wildlife managers hope will replace a 
tetracycline study previously used to help estimate bear numbers. 

A change in regulations several years ago forced wildlife managers 
across the country to develop alternatives to tetracycline for wildlife 
research, and DNR officials began collecting samples at check stations 
in 2020 for a new “close-kin mark-recapture” study to replace the tetra-
cycline survey, which involved baiting bears with the foods laced with 
the drug. 

The close-kin mark-recapture approach is similar to other surveys the 
DNR has conducted in the past, but with a slightly different approach that 
comes with some added benefits. 

“In the past, we’ve done a lot of mark-recapture surveys,” said Cody 
Norton, the DNR bear, wolf and cougar specialist heading the new study. 

Norton explained the technique involves capturing bears and marking 
them, then repeating the process the following year to estimate bear 
populations. 

“When you see how many you marked the previous year that you recap-

Former DNR wolf manager testifies 
about wolf count

Michigan DNR bear, wolf and cougar specialist Cody 
Norton is helping to organize a new "close-kin, mark-

recapture" study in the Upper Peninsula to replace the 
department's tetracycline study on bear abundance. 

By Victor Skinner

The Michigan Wolf Advisory Council’s first meeting since the state 
regained management authority over gray wolves from the federal 
government last year featured testimony from the state’s previous 
large carnivore specialist that is raising serious concerns about 
the integrity of the Michigan Department of Natural Resources. 

Former DNR biologist Kevin Swanson testified at the Aug. 5 
meeting about how the DNR counts wolves and collects data, and 
alleged the data he collected was manipulated by the department. 

The wolf numbers are a sensitive subject with hunters, Upper 
Peninsula residents, and others concerned about the impact of the 
growing population on deer numbers, as well as regular attacks 
on hunting dogs, pets and livestock. 

The MBHA and others are urging the DNR to hold a hunt to 
manage the wolf population and control wayward packs, while 
anti-hunting interests backed by political allies in Washington, 
D.C. lobby to maintain protections on the animals. 

Michigan Attorney General Dana Nessel, meanwhile, is arguing 
in a California court case that while Michigan’s wolf population is 
recovered, gray wolves should not be delisted because they have 
not fully recovered across the country. 

Michigan’s wolf advisory council includes representatives from 
the Michigan DNR and Native American tribes, as well as the state’s 
hunting and conservation communities. The August meeting drew 
nearly 100 interested residents from across the state, and while 
many of those folks testified about their thoughts and experiences 
with wolves, it was Swanson’s comments that undoubtedly left 
the biggest impression. 

Swanson recalled his experience counting wolves during the 
winter of 2014, when he discovered a new pack and included the 
count in the data sheet he submitted to state biologists oversee-
ing the effort – retired biologist Dean Beyer and current biologist 
Brian Roell. 

Swanson testified that he later realized the newly discovered 
wolf pack he counted wasn’t included in the biennial population 
survey. Swanson said he was upset, but kept the issue to himself 
to maintain good working relationships with Roell, Beyer and oth-
ers working on the survey. 

Swanson testified that the same issue arose during the next wolf 
survey two years later. 

Swanson said he found evidence of breeding in one particular 
pack of wolves that had been previously recorded as only two 
animals.

“During my repeated visits to the Strawberry Lake wolf pack 
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MBHA names big bear winners, 
scholarship recipients, and patch design 
By Victor Skinner

The Michigan Bear Hunters Association was forced to cancel its 
2021 convention due to government restrictions related to the 
coronavirus, but directors presented an array of annual prizes 
and awards at a meeting in April. 

MBHA directors announced the winner of the annual Big Bear 
Awards, the MBHA-Bill Walker Scholarships, and the Michigan 
Bear Management Cooperator Patch design winner at an April 
25 meeting, where they also named a new president and other 
officials. 

Third place for the MBHA’s annual Big Bear Awards went to 
Scott Deroacher, with a 410 pound boar, followed by Lawrence 
Deroacher, with a 442-pounder. First place went to 73-year-old 
Marysville resident Andy Dingwell. 

Dingwell shot a 520-pound bear on private property near Gould 
City on September 9, his first Michigan black bear taken with the 
help of his neighbor and friend Chuck Glombowski. 

The duo baited along a cedar swamp near Glombowski’s 
Schoolcraft County camp, and trail cameras caught images of 
the large bear and several others for weeks leading up to the 
season, Dingwell said. 

The bear was hitting the bait in the evenings, so the two slept in 
on opening day, only to learn the boar changed his pattern and 
visited the bait while they were still in the bunk. 

“He threw us a curveball,” Dingwell said, adding that “Mr. Big” 
never showed up that evening. 

On Sept. 9, “we were in the shooting shack at 6:15,” he said. 
“By 8:15 he was at the bait site.”

Dingwell said the bear’s right paw was curled under from some 
sort of wound and he walked with a distinctive limp. Hunters at 
camp had nearly killed the bear the year before, but it survived 
until it met Dingwell’s Ruger American 450. 

One shot from the elevated shack at 30 yards and it was lights 
out. 

“I shot him in both lungs and dropped him right there,” Dingwell 
said. 

“He was way bigger than we estimated his weight was,” he 
said. “It took five of us to get him in a sled, and the sled wasn’t 
big enough.”

The crew eventually hauled him out on a pallet drag, then put it 
on ice in Gould City before heading back to Marysville, where it 
went to the butcher and taxidermist. 

“I’m going to get a full life-sized mount,” Dingwell said. 
The bear’s green skull measured 20 3/4 inches, and he stretched 

6-feet from nose to tail. 
MBHA directors also announced the winners for MBHA-Bill 

Walker scholarships to support college students with a passion 
for the outdoors. The MBHA gives out thousands every year to 
students in the form of scholarships, an effort spawned by former 
longtime MBHA director Bill Walker, who is now retired with his 
wife in Arizona. 

This year’s scholarships included $2,000 from the MBHA, 
$1,000 from the DNR Bear Patch fund, and $300 from MBHA 
member Ron Pokley, for a total of $3,300. 

The first place scholarship, for $1,100, went to Rece Schukebir, 
who attended Hart High School and plans to go to Alpena Com-
munity College to become an electrical lineman. 

Two second place scholarships went to Broxten Davis, who 
attended Sandusky High School, and Sheldon Huff, who went to 
Johannesburg-Lewiston High School. Both received $850. 

Davis plans to attend Michigan State University for nursing, 
while Huff is pursuing a career in forestry. 

The third place scholarship went to Morgan McVannel, who 
attended Johannesburg-Lewiston High School. McVannel, who 
received $500, plans to attend Michigan State University to study 
animal science.

The MBHA also selected the winning design for the 2021 Michi-
gan Bear Management Cooperator Patch, which was created by 
Ludington student Avery Publiski. 

Publiski receives $100, and the honor of bear hunters across 
the state donning his design. m

The MBHA announced this winning 
design for the 2021 Michigan Bear 
Management Cooperator Patch 

design contest.

Marysville resident Andy Dingwell 
won the MBHA's annual Big Bear 

Award with his 520-pound boar shot 
over bait near Gould City.
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President's Message
Hello Fellow Bear Hunters, 
It seems like we were just applying 

for bear licenses a couple weeks ago 
and now the 2021 Bear season is upon 
us!  Good luck to everyone heading out 
to harvest a bear!  Please follow us 
on Facebook and Instagram and post 
your success stories! Don’t forget to 
enter your bear in MBHA’s Big Bear 
Contest for a chance to come to our 
convention, tell your story and col-
lect an award!  To enter, please visit: 
https://mibearhunters.org/activities/
big-bear-award/. Come join us at the 

MBHA annual convention on March 5, 2022 at Shanty Creek 
Resorts Summit Village in Bellaire, Michigan.  There will be day-
time speakers, gun raffles, door prizes, table raffles and we will 
again end the day with our dinner banquet.  During our banquet 
we will again be awarding the Bill Walker scholarship to several 
applicants. Please make sure you visit https://mibearhunters.org/
scholarships/ to enter.  

Over the last few months MBHA and the Michigan Hunting Dog 
Federation have been working hard to stop several anti-dog bills 
from being approved.  These bills range from forcing all dog 
owners who let their working dogs or pets outside to have climate-
controlled dog houses, to preventing dog owners from vaccinat-
ing their own animals.  It is imperative our members remain vocal 
with our legislators. If we did not have good relationships with 
our representatives, we would never be able to stop legislation 
like this.  Please take a minute and call your representatives to 
introduce yourself and tell them you support MBHA and MHDF. 

In closing, MBHA is following the wolf delisting and the Michi-
gan Wolf Management Advisory Council proceedings closely. 
MBHA has joined with Sportsman’s Alliance, Rocky Mountain Elk 
Foundation and Wisconsin Bear Hunters Association to file an 
amicus brief on behalf of the defendants (USFW) in the lawsuit 
brought forth by the anti-hunting group Defenders of Wildlife in 
an attempt to return the wolves to the endangered species list. 
The Wolf Management Advisory Council just convened their sec-
ond meeting on September 1. The Wolf Management Advisory 
Council was enacted by legislature and is overseen by the director 
of DNR. The counsel is in its early stages; however, they will be 
providing feedback to the DNR about advisory changes that may 
be needed in the current Wolf Management Plan that is slated 
to expire in 2022.  Under the current 2015 WMP, the Michigan 
Natural Resources commission could issue a directive to the 
DNR to establish a Wolf season in 2022.  Please contact all NRC 
members and urge them to utilize the current WMP to establish 
a hunting season for 2022! Again, good luck this season and be 
safe in the woods.  m

MBHA President 
Keith Shafer

Deadlines approaching for MBHA 
Scholarships and Big Bear Awards

The Michigan Bear Hunters Association is encouraging mem-
bers to invite high school and college students to apply for the 
organization’s annual MBHA/Bill Walker Scholarship. 

Since 2002, the first year of the scholarship program, over 70 
students have received more than $60,000 from the MBHA to 
help pay for their college tuition. The scholarship is named after 
longtime leader and former MBHA president Bill Walker, who is 
now retired in Arizona. 

The scholarships are open to anyone with a grade point aver-
age of 2.0 or better and winners are announced at the MBHA’s 
March convention. The annual scholarship budget is $4,000 and 
is distributed in amounts determined by the MBHA’s scholarship 
committee. The MBHA donates the funds directly to the college 
or technical institution. 

The MBHA is also soliciting entries for its annual Big Bear 
Contest, with the three largest dressed bears recognized with 
an award at the 2022 convention. Entrants need not be MBHA 
members but must submit the dressed weight of their legally 
tagged and registered bear, as well as a photo of the successful 
hunter with their harvest. 

To enter, hunters can submit their name, the animal’s dressed 
weight, and photo to Hannah Huff, 4028 Ottawa Trail, Johan-
nesburg, MI 49751.

The deadline for both the scholarships applications and big bear 
entries must be received no later than December 31, 2021. More 
information about both programs are available on the MBHA 
website at MIbearhunters.org.  m

Lawrence Deroacher shot this 442-pound bear to take the 
second place Big Bear Award.
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Bills to regulate dog shelters, 
transportation introduced in Senate 
and House 
By Victor Skinner

Lansing lawmakers are considering legislation that could 
have a significant impact on how hound hunters can legally 
house and transport their dogs, and the Michigan Bear 
Hunters Association and several other groups are weighing 
in on the proposals. 
Bills introduced in both the state House and Senate aim to 

set conditions for the proper care of dogs, with some provi-
sions in conflict with traditional hound hunting practices. 
Senate Bill 395, introduced by Wayne County Democrat 

Senator Dayna Polehanki, would amend the Michigan Penal 
Code to spell out specific conditions for dog shelters in cold 
weather. 
SB 395 states:

If the outside temperature is below 32 degrees 
Fahrenheit, a dog may be outside for a maximum 
of 30 consecutive minutes and then the dog must 
be brought inside an enclosure heated to at least 
45 degrees Fahrenheit that otherwise qualifies as 
a shelter under this section for at least 30 min-
utes. The maximum of 30 consecutive minutes in 
this section does not apply if the dog is actively 
participating in a recreational activity with the 
dog’s owner or other individual responsible for 
the dog’s care. As used in this subparagraph, ‘rec-
reational activity’ includes, but is not limited to, 
walking, running, hiking, hunting or field trials, 
mushing, or playing with an individual or other 
dogs.

Mike Thorman, who represents the MBHA, Michigan Hunt-
ing Dog Federation, and UP Bear Houndsmen in Lansing, is 
working to educate lawmakers about how hunting dogs ac-
climate to the cold weather, and why the proposed changes 
could be an issue. 
“I’ve tried heating the dog houses, and the dogs hate 

them,” he said. “If they have a choice, they will go in one 
that isn’t heated.”
SB 395 was assigned to the Senate Committee on Agricul-

ture in late April. That committee is chaired by Republican 
Senator Kevin Daley, a Lapeer County farmer and ally to 
hunters. 
“We feel confident about the outcome,” Thorman said. 

“We feel we’re on top of it.”
Republican Rep. Tommy Brann introduced similar legisla-

tion in the House, House Bill 4784. 
The bill targets the same area of the penal code, and spells 

out what is and is not adequate shelter for dogs. 

According to HB 4784:
Unless modified to create shelter that provides ad-
equate protection from the elements and weather 
conditions suitable for the age, breed, and physi-
cal condition of the dog, including the thickness 
and length of the dog’s fur or hair, so as to main-
tain the dog in a state of good health, a structure 
under this subparagraph does not include a crawl 
space under a building or under steps, a deck, or 
a stoop, metal or plastic barrels, animal carriers, 
transport crates, or wire crates that are designed 
to provide temporary housing. A structure under 
this subparagraph does not include the space un-
der a vehicle, inside a vehicle that is not running 
appropriate climate controls while under adult 
supervision, shelters made from cardboard or 
other materials easily degraded by the elements, 
or shelters with wire or chain-link floors.

Thorman explained the wording poses several issues for 
hunting dog owners, many of whom use igloo houses, 
plastic barrels, or dog houses with thick metal “wire” floors, 
and he met with Brann and his staff to relay the concerns. 
Thorman said plastic dog houses or barrels used as houses 

are often “filled with straw and it’s just as good” as other 
housing options, and noted that many folks who own hunt-
ing beagles house them up off the ground, with thick wire 
floors to keep things clean. 
The issue with wire floors is presumably aimed at puppy 

mills, which often stack cages in unsanitary situations, he 
said. 

Bills pending in Lansing could change how dog owners can legally 
house and transport their animals.
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“We agreed no cyclone fence and no dogs on wires in 
stacked situations,” Thorman said. 
Thorman said other areas of the legislation would make it 

illegal to keep a dog in a motor vehicle “without temperature 
controls running and adult supervision.”
Many bear hound hunters keep multiple dogs in dog boxes, 

which are not always supervised and do not have tempera-
ture controls. Waterfowl hunters with Ducks Unlimited and 
others expressed similar concerns, because many keep a 
second dog in the box to swap out during the day. 
“We have to make sure we get that language changed,” 

said Thorman, who has worked to amend similar legislation 
in the past that ultimately did not become law. 
In the past, Thorman successfully lobbied lawmakers to 

include a provision that stated the restrictions “do not ap-
ply to or include boxes, trailers or other means customarily 
used to transport hunting dogs,” he said. 
“We’re in negotiations with the sponsor,” Thorman said. 

“We’ve explained the conflicts with traditional hunting 
practices and how hunting dogs, farm dogs and sled dogs 
are kept.”

Lake City Feed & Seed
Lake City & R&M Family Feeds, Palms

Delivering premium dog food statewide by the ton.  
THE PRIDE dog food.  

These are meat based high quality feeds 
formulated for hunters and breeders.

Full line of dog vaccines, wormers, dog supplies, Bog Boots, 
Garmin Equipment, Astros, and accessories at the VERY 

BEST PRICES.  Trade-ins considered on Garmin Equipment. 
Bear Bait Available - Call Paul for details

Palms, MI                               Lake City, MI 
Shelly (810) 837-0119         Paul (989) 551-1609

Like us on Facebook@LakeCityFeed&Seed and @rmfamilyfeedsllc

Thorman said discussions and negotiations in the past 
often included the Humane Society of Michigan, while this 
round representatives from the national Humane Society of 
the United States are participating. 
“We’ve had meetings with the sponsor and we feel encour-

aged for a positive outcome for hunters,” Thorman said. 
HB 4784 was assigned to the House Committee on Judi-

ciary in May. Neither HB 4784 nor SB 395 are scheduled 
for any committee hearings in the near future. 
Michigan United Conservation Clubs Executive Director 

Amy Trotter said she’s also monitoring both bills and actively 
working with lawmakers to help them understand how they 
conflict with proper care of hunting and working dogs. 
“We are very concerned about dog health and safety and 

welfare, but we’re just trying to help the legislators under-
stand not all dogs are fluffy and small,” she said, “there’s 
also hardy hunting dogs out there.”
HB 4784 and SB 395 are among other bills targeting dog 

owners that Thorman is actively monitoring, he said, though 
most haven’t gained traction and remained dormant going 
into the summer legislative recess. m
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range … I found evidence of 
breeding, scratching, urina-
tion, estrus in urine, and I 
also confirmed more than 
two wolves in that pack,” he 
said. “A few months later, as 
I sat in my office, I found out 
that Brian Roell, who was 
my auditor, had adjusted the 
number downward – again 
without the courtesy of telling 
me he’d done it, and without 
the courtesy of friendly debate 
between biologists.

“When I found this out I im-
mediately confronted him as 
he passed by my office. He 
then told me to blank off, then 
walked back to his office.”

Roell was in attendance at 
the August council meeting 

as Swanson relayed the story. 
Swanson went on to explain that Roell eventually apologized, and 

Swanson requested to review data sheets for all Upper Peninsula 
staff because others had complained of similar issues. He also 
requested a meeting with Lansing supervisors to discuss his 
concerns about the wolf survey.

Swanson said he ultimately opted to leave the DNR when those 
concerns were dismissed. 

“This is what I requested, all data from at least the last three 
surveys should be re-examined by someone externally, such as 
… other notable biologists from other states,” he said, “UP field 
staff should be interviewed so they can share their opinions and 
the truth, if they dare say it, and I’m sure many won’t without 
fear of repercussion and without fear of intimidation from some 
certain biologists who have very strong personalities by the folks 
I mentioned.”

Swanson claimed his former colleagues are “wonderful biologists 
who work more than 40 hours per week, they work all the time, but 
they have unintentionally become too attached to wolves, I believe.”

“They are all, I believe, in favor of a harvest, but the wolf es-
timates I believe have been purposefully lowered because of a 
lack of trust among field staff,” he said. “And I should have done 
something about this long ago. I should have went directly to (the 
DNR director) but I chose to go quietly instead because I didn’t 
want to cause a big problem for the staff.”

Swanson’s testimony undoubtedly raised the ire of hunters and 
Upper Peninsula residents who do not trust the DNR’s wolf figures, 
in large part because they suspect the population is much larger 
than DNR officials acknowledge. 

The wolf advisory council is working to revise the state’s current 
wolf management plan and evaluate how the DNR should manage 
wolves, though recommendations are nonbinding. In neighboring 
Wisconsin, the law requires a wolf hunt if certain conditions are 
met, and the state is expected to hold its second hunt in two years. 

In Michigan, the decision on a wolf hunt rests with the state’s 

Natural Resources Commission, which plans to hold out on any 
decision until the wolf advisory council works through its process. 
Swanson did not return messages for comment following his 
testimony. Roell referred comment to DNR officials. 

Members of the wolf advisory council, meanwhile, are asking 
DNR officials to explain the methodology and processes behind 
the wolf survey.

“I think there’s still more questions than answers,” said Amy 
Trotter, executive director of Michigan United Conservation Clubs 
and member of the council. “I’m fearful of what this does to the 
maybe shaky trust between (MUCC) members that have been 
engaged and the department.”

“I hope to use my position as an advisory council member to 
ask a lot of questions and I want them answered in the open, on 
the record,” she said. 

Mike Thorman, who represents hunting dog groups in Lansing 
and has served on the current and previous wolf advisory councils, 
echoed Trotter’s perspective.

“It raises questions about the method of counting wolves, and I’m 
looking forward to the department’s presentation on how wolves 
are counted,” Thorman said, adding “the citizens of the UP feel 
there’s far more wolves than 700. 

“I’m looking forward to the department’s explanation of the 
lowest count and this time of year, when hunters are bumping 
into them,” he said. 

Ed Golder, spokesman for the DNR, said an explanation is forth-
coming, but declined to discuss the specific allegations leveled 
by Swanson. 

“We don’t have a response to any specific public comments 
made at last week’s Wolf Management Advisory Council meeting. 
However, we are confident that our wolf survey results are valid 
and legally defensible, and we are confident in the DNR staff who 
conducted the survey,” Golder wrote in an email. “At upcoming 
Wolf Management Advisory Council meetings, DNR biologists will 
explain in detail our survey methods, how population estimates 
are derived, and our internal and external validation procedures.”

In the meantime, the Michigan Bear Hunters Association and 
many others are urging the Michigan DNR to move forward with 
the state’s current wolf management plan, which was approved 
in 2015 and remains valid. 

“The science has been done, the social science has been done, 
so why haven’t we had a season?” MBHA President Keith Shafer 
questioned, noting that Michigan Attorney General Dana Nessel 
acknowledged in an Amicus Brief filed in California that the Great 
Lakes wolf population is fully recovered. 

Swanson’s testimony suggests the state’s most recent minimum 
wolf count of nearly 700, conducted last year, is an underestimate. 
If that’s the case, it simply adds to the urgency to employ hunting 
and trapping to control the top predators that have continued to 
kill hunting dogs, pets and livestock with impunity. 

“For us, it’s troubling a former biologist came out with these 
allegations and we want to get to the bottom of what transpired,” 
Shafer said. “It’s critical that decisions about wildlife in Michigan 
are determined by science, but regardless of the possibly skewed 
numbers the science is clear that Michigan wolves are recovered 
and we have a responsibility to manage the population like all 
other game species.” m

Wolf Meeting  Continued from page 1...

Former Michigan DNR large 
carnivore specialist Kevin Swanson 

testified at an August Wolf 
Management Advisory Council 
meeting about how he believes 

DNR officials are manipulating wolf 
numbers.
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Michigan DNR to use ‘close-kin mark-
recapture’ bear study to replace UP 
tetracycline survey   Continued From. . . .Page 1

ture, that gives you an idea of how big the population is,” he said. 
With the “close-kin mark-recapture” approach, “instead of 

marking individuals and trying to recapture the same individuals, 
we’re looking for parents or siblings or off-spring,” Norton said. 

“We can kind of do the same thing estimating the population 
by parent, off-spring or sibling.”

The study will be conducted across the Upper Peninsula, where 
biologists began collecting tissue samples last year to feed into 
the research. 

“We started last year collecting tissue samples, either a piece of 
stomach muscle … or it could also be a piece of tissue around 
the wrist or head, or a piece of tongue, depending on the condi-
tion of the bears that come into the check stations,” Norton said. 

“So the plan is we’ll be working with researchers to develop 
the technique and model … over the next two years,” he said. 

Norton explained that the DNR currently uses a “statistical catch-
at-age” computer model to estimate bear populations, which is 
“good at looking at trends, but it needs an independent estimate 
to make sure it’s grounded in bear numbers.”

DNR officials currently use a hair snare study for the northern 

Lower Peninsula, and plan to use the “close-kin mark-recapture” 
study for the Upper Peninsula. 

Norton said the new study will provide several benefits over the 
tetracycline survey. 

DNR staff will no longer be required to set and maintain bait 
sites, saving the department approximately 2,000 hours per sur-
vey, which was previously conducted about every five years. The 
“close-kin mark-recapture” work requires only tissue collection 
at check stations, and could potentially be conducted far more 
frequently, Norton said. 

“It will be a huge cost savings down the road long-term,” he 
said. “In terms of staff time, it’s a huge decrease.”

The new study should also “give us a ton more info” than the 
tetracycline study, Norton said. 

“We could potentially do it more often without a huge increase 
in cost or staff time,” he said. 

“One other benefit is that with tetracycline, it took quite a while 
to get the estimate back,” Norton said. “We’re hopeful this will 
provide an estimate a year and a half earlier … so that’s a big 
bonus, a big plus.”

Other information that could potentially come out of the research 
includes a look at reproduction rates and the number of cubs 
making it to adulthood, the extent of inbreeding, the number of 
bears contributing offspring to the population, and a look at travel 

corridors and barriers to movement, he said. 
DNR officials are also hopeful the data collected will 

reveal genetic similarities or differences with bears in 
other regions of the country, but “it will depend on what 
the researchers can do with the information,” Norton said. 

The DNR will be working with Michigan Technological 
University to extract DNA from the collected tissue samples, 
while a researcher from Mississippi State University will 
design the research. 

Michigan Tech is currently working on the 875 samples 
collected in 2020, and Norton said DNR officials hope to 
increase that number in coming years. Michigan State 
University will also contribute a post-doctoral researcher 
to help with the effort, he said. 

“We got approvals, and we’re hitting the ground running,” 
Norton said. m
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Gold Donors– Donation between $500- $1,000  

Jay Brink Taxidermy & 
Verlyn Lynch Family Farm 

Cliff & Maria 
Anderson 

The Sides Family 
 

Silver Donors Donation between $0-$499 

4 5 

Stan and Wendy Kwapis 

Ron & Ann LaForge 

Roy and Sons Guns 

Five Point 

Sherwood Auction Service 

 

 

TThhaannkk  yyoouu  ttoo  oouurr  DDoonnoorrss!!  
Platinum Donors– Donation greater than $1,000 

TThhaannkk  yyoouu  ttoo  oouurr  DDoonnoorrss!!  
Gold Donors– Donation between $500- $1,000  

La Senorita –Gaylord 

Cliff & Maria 
Anderson 

4 5 

Silver Donors Donation between $0-$499 

Jay Brink Taxidermy & 
Verlyn Lynch Family 

Farm 
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22001177  CCoonnvveennttiioonn  AAggeennddaa  
Friday March 17, 2017– Hospitality Room– Bellaire Ballroom North  
7:00pm—12:00am  Sponsored by Newberry Motors 
 
Saturday March 18, 2017– Kids Program and Pizza Party    
12:00pm-2:30pm Free for kids 14 and under. DNR Educational   
   Programs and Craft Project 
   Organized by Hannah Huff and Ed Shaw 
 
Saturday March 18, 2017– Convention Center 
10:00am-12:00pm Convention Center open for registration, merchan- 
   dise, membership, and various vendors. 
12:00pm-12:15pm Opening/Blitz Raffle 
12:15pm-1:00pm  Kevin Swanson, DNR Bear and wolf specialist will  
   give an  update for 2017-2018 bear regulations. 
1:00pm-1:10pm  Blitz Raffle 
1:15pm-2:45pm  Clay Newcomb, Bear Hunting Magazine– Introduction of 
   the MBHA produced video ‘Defending Traditions’,            
   followed by highlights of exciting bear hunts from across  
   North America. 
2:45pm-3:00pm  Blitz Raffle 
3:00pm-4:30pm Break 
4:30pm-5:15pm  Cocktail Time with Raffles, Merchandise and Games 
5:15pm-5:30pm  Blitz Raffle 
5:30pm-5:45pm  Convention Welcoming - Rep. Triston Cole 
5:45pm-6:00pm Association update– President Tim Dusterwinkle 
6:00pm-7:00pm Buffet Dinner 
7:00pm-7:15pm  Blitz Raffle 
7:15pm-7:40pm  Dan Eichinger, MUCC- Protecting Michigan’s   
   Hunting and Fishing heritage. 
7:40pm-8:30pm  Awards Presentation- Bear Patch, Scholarship,   
   Big Bear Award,  
8:30pm-8:45pm  Blitz Raffle 
8:45pm-9:15pm  Auction 
9:15pm-10:30pm In house Raffles, Warchest Raffle Drawings 

Official Car Dealership of the 2017 MBHA Convention: 

Silver Donors Donation between $0-$499 

Keith and Elissa Shafer 

TThhaannkk  yyoouu  ttoo  oouurr  DDoonnoorrss!!  
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McLean’s Hardware 
Kalkaska, MI 

Dawn Cottrell 

Tyler’s Creations 

Lake City Feeds 

Education Outdoors 

Rusty and Cindy Huff 

 

Team Fix Gaylord Vet Clinic 

Kwapis Outdoor 

Mike and Rita  
LaForge 

For updates on Events, Raffles, MBHA Apparel, Memberships, News & More — visit our website!

www.mibearhunters.org

 

 

22001199  CCoonnvveennttiioonn  AAggeennddaa  
Friday March 15, 2019—Hospitality Room– Bellaire Ballroom 
7:00pm-12:00am Mingle with fellow hunters and enjoy complimentary  
   snacks, appetizers, and $2 draft beers. 
 
Saturday March 16, 2019– Kids Program and Pizza Party 
9:00am-12:30pm Free for kids 14 and under 
3:00pm-4:00pm Shanty Creek Tubing Hill open to Convention attendees 
 
Saturday March 16, 2019– Convention Center 
10:00am-12:00pm Convention Center open for registration, raffle,  
   merchandise, membership, and various vendors. 
12:00pm-12:15pm Opening/Blitz Raffle 
12:15pm-1:15pm  Brian Mastenbrook, MI DNR– 100 years of Michigan elk. 
1:15pm-1:30pm  Blitz Raffle 
1:30pm-2:30pm  Mark Boersen, MI DNR– Placing orphaned bear cubs. 
2:30pm-2:45pm  Blitz Raffle 
3:00pm-4:15pm  Break (Shanty Creek tubing hill open for convention  
    attendees from 3:00pm -4:00pm) 
4:15pm-5:15pm  Doors re-open with cocktails, raffles, and games. 
5:15pm-5:30pm  Blitz Raffle 
5:30pm-5:45pm  Convention Welcoming - Rep. Triston Cole 
5:45pm-6:00pm Association update– President Tim Dusterwinkle 
6:00pm-7:00pm Buffet Dinner 
7:00pm-7:15pm  Blitz Raffle 
7:15pm-7:40pm  Dan Eichinger, MI DNR Director– protecting Michigan’s  
   hunting and fishing heritage. 
7:40pm-8:45pm  Awards Presentation- Bear Patch, Scholarship, Big Bear  
   Award, Legislative award. 
8:45pm-9:00pm Blitz Raffle 
9:00pm-10:30pm In house Raffles, Warchest Raffle Drawings 

Silver Donors Donation between $0-$499 
TThhaannkk  yyoouu  ttoo  oouurr  DDoonnoorrss!!  
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Lake City Feeds 

LEAH HUFF 

Team Fix 

KLOOSTERS FARM 
EQUIPMENT 

Mike and Rita  
LaForge 

Ron & Ann 
 LaForge 

Dawn Cottrell 

 

 

TThhaannkk  yyoouu  ttoo  oouurr  DDoonnoorrss!!  
Platinum Donors– Donation greater than $1,000 

TThhaannkk  yyoouu  ttoo  oouurr  DDoonnoorrss!!  
Gold Donors– Donation between $500- $1,000  

La Senorita –Gaylord 

Cliff & Maria 
Anderson 

4 5 

Silver Donors Donation between $0-$499 

Jay Brink Taxidermy & 
Verlyn Lynch Family 

Farm 
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Platinum Donors– Donation greater than $1,000 

TThhaannkk  yyoouu  ttoo  oouurr  DDoonnoorrss!!  
Gold Donors– Donation between $500- $1,000  

La Senorita –Gaylord 

Cliff & Maria 
Anderson 

4 5 

Silver Donors Donation between $0-$499 

Jay Brink Taxidermy & 
Verlyn Lynch Family 

Farm 

 

 

TThhaannkk  yyoouu  ttoo  oouurr  DDoonnoorrss!!  
Platinum Donors– Donation greater than $1,000 

TThhaannkk  yyoouu  ttoo  oouurr  DDoonnoorrss!!  
Gold Donors– Donation between $500- $1,000  

La Senorita –Gaylord 

Cliff & Maria 
Anderson 

4 5 

Silver Donors Donation between $0-$499 

Jay Brink Taxidermy & 
Verlyn Lynch Family 

Farm 

 

 

TThhaannkk  yyoouu  ttoo  oouurr  DDoonnoorrss!!  
Platinum Donors– Donation greater than $1,000 

TThhaannkk  yyoouu  ttoo  oouurr  DDoonnoorrss!!  
Gold Donors– Donation between $500- $1,000  

La Senorita –Gaylord 

Cliff & Maria 
Anderson 

4 5 

Silver Donors Donation between $0-$499 

Jay Brink Taxidermy & 
Verlyn Lynch Family 

Farm 

 

 

TThhaannkk  yyoouu  ttoo  oouurr  DDoonnoorrss!!  
Platinum Donors– Donation greater than $1,000 

TThhaannkk  yyoouu  ttoo  oouurr  DDoonnoorrss!!  
Gold Donors– Donation between $500- $1,000  

La Senorita –Gaylord 

Cliff & Maria 
Anderson 

4 5 

Silver Donors Donation between $0-$499 

Jay Brink Taxidermy & 
Verlyn Lynch Family 

Farm 

 

 

CCaarrdd  GGaammeess  aanndd  AAuuccttiioonn  IItteemmss  
Bear Rug Taxidermy 

Donated by: Jay Brink 
Barn wood furniture 

Donated by: Bill Sutherland 
Cowboy’s Barnwood Creations 

Dogbox 
Donated by: Tree Dog Kustoms 

 

Bear Rug Taxidermy 
Donated by: Jay Brink Taxidermy 

Garmin TT-15 Collar 
Donated by: Double U 

Dogbox 
Donated by: Delynne Schneider 

 

Bird Feeder 
Donated by:  

Rex and Rhonda Lansing 

 Tri-Tronics Pro-70 
Donated by: Double U  

KEL-TEC Sub 2000 
Donated by: 

 Cliff and Maria Anderson 

Trijicon Scope 
Donated by: Trijicon 

 

Each blitz raffle will offer 3 prizes. The first blitz winner will be 
able to pick one of the 3 prizes offered. Each blitz raffle winner 
thereafter will be able to pick a prize from the 3 new  prizes in 
that blitz, or any of the previously offered unselected prizes.      

If you purchased a blitz ticket and didn’t win, that means you 
have a second chance to win. Simply write your name on the 

back of the ticket and place in the container on the table with 
the blitz prizes. At the end of the night, a bonus blitz  

raffle winner will be selected from these tickets.  

BBlliittzz  RRaafffflleess  

TThhaannkk  yyoouu  ttoo  oouurr  DDoonnoorrss!!  
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Silver Donors Donation between $0-$499 

REX & RHONDA 
LANSING 

Wendy Kwapis 

MIKE AND DEB 
HOLMES 

RUSTY & CINDY 
HUFF 
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CONSERVATION ROUND UP
WILDLIFE CONTEST BILLS

Bills introduced in several states aim to ban wildlife hunting 
in various ways. In New Jersey, three separate bills intro-
duced in the Assembly and Senate would prohibit wildlife 
hunting contests. Two out of the three bills include field tri-
als and canine events, big buck contests, turkey hunts and 
coyote hunts as banned practices. The third bill takes aim 
at small game contests. 

The US Sportsmen’s Alliance is engaged in the issues and 
none of the bills were scheduled for hearings through late 
May. 

Bills introduced in the New York Assembly and Senate 
would also ban contests where the objective is to take 
wildlife, though AB 5746 and SB 6643 make exemptions 
for field trials, big buck contests and turkey contests. AB 
5746 passed out of the Assembly Environmental Conserva-
tion Committee, while the Senate version has not yet had a 
hearing, USSA reports. 

In Oregon, House Bill 2728 specifically prohibits coyote 
hunting contests with cash or prizes. The bill was approved 
by the Oregon House, but was voted down by the Senate 
Energy and Environment Committee. 

The Nevada Fish and Wildlife Commission has also attempt-
ed to find a compromise between animal rights advocates 
and hunters regarding coyote killing contests this summer, 
though those efforts have not been productive.

Commissioners informally survey meeting attendees in 
August in an attempt to find middle ground, The Associated 
Press reports, but it did not go so well. 

“I was optimistic that we could get different constituencies 
in to help us really dissect this and learn where there may be 
some common ground. But after today, I’m being honest, I 
don’t know that we’re any further along than I had hoped,” 
Chairwoman Tiffany East said at the August meeting.

The effort in Nevada is led by Patrick Donnelly, state direc-
tor for the Center for Biological Diversity, who is calling for 
a total ban on the “brutal slaughters.”

“Right now, the state at least has the plausible deniability 
of saying there’s no specific rule against them, even if the 
state doesn’t specifically sanction them. Regulating these 
sick contests would give them the sanction of the state — 
a seal of approval from the people of the state of Nevada,” 
Donnelly told the commission. “If your intent is to put this 
issue to bed, regulating these contests will have the exact 
opposite effect.” 
SPORTING DOG BILLS

Bills have also been introduced in at least three states that 
could impact hound hunters. 

In Massachusetts, House Bill 2130 would impose un-
specified standards of care for those the state considers dog 
breeders, which could include the possibility of unannounced 

inspections, USSA reports. 
Four different bills in New York take aim at dog owners, 

as well. 
Assembly Bill 1556 would prohibit owners from tethering or 

penning dogs outside between 7 p.m. and 6 a.m., while AB 
2347 creates a felony for anyone who leaves a dog outside 
without adequate shelter and water, though the bill’s terms 
are ambiguous. 

Both of those bills have sat in the Committee on Agriculture 
for months. 

AB 4023, meanwhile, redefines a pet dealer as anyone who 
sells more than 15 dogs per year, 10 less than the current 
standard. New York Senate Bill 4912 creates a required 
breeder license for owners who sell more than three dogs 
per year, according to USSA. 

AB 4023 and SB 4912 are also both assigned to the re-
spective agriculture committees in the Assembly and Sen-
ate, where they’ve remained since they were introduced in 
February. 

In Rhode Island, lawmakers are considering a fine for 
anyone who leaves a dog outside in temperatures below 
freezing, with no regard for the dog’s breed, age or purpose. 

Texas lawmakers are also considering a dog breeders 
license with undisclosed fees and specifics. 

A bill in Maine that would have prohibited hound hunting 
for coyotes was voted down by a Joint Committee on Inland 
Fisheries and Wildlife in May. 
FEDERAL PETITION TO BAN TRANSPORT OF GAME

Anti-hunters and animal rights radicals are attempting to 
leverage hysteria over the coronavirus to ban any and all 
transport of animals or their parts into the U.S. or across 
state lines. 

The Center for Biological Diversity and the Natural Re-
sources Defense Council petitioned President Joe Biden’s 
Secretary of the Interior and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
in August to ban the import and interstate travel of all wild 
mammals and most birds, including parts like horns and 
hides, the USSA reports. 

The petition comes with the request to create a chain-of-
custody system for all plants and animals imported into the 
U.S., and it’s based on fears of transmitting animal diseases.

The petition was submitted to bureaucrats at both depart-
ments and requests they use their authority under specific 
federal statues to unilaterally impose the ban and chain-of-
custody system, effectively circumventing the legislative 
process. 

“This is a ridiculous petition bordering on hysteria by radical 
animal-rights organizations. The Sportsmen’s Alliance will 
fight this petition, whose only goal is to advance an extreme 
agenda by stoking fears around COVID-19, every step of the 
way,” said Bruce Tague, vice president of government affairs 
as Sportsmen’s Alliance. “These extremists are grasping at 
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any thread to end sustainable wildlife management practices 
around the globe and in the U.S. They should be ashamed of 
themselves. By destroying economic incentives for nations 
to safeguard wild mammal and bird habitat, the actions of 
the CBD and NRDC will have the exact opposite impact on 
wildlife and conservation than what they’re saying. Wildlife 
will suffer. It’s proven.”

USSA highlights how hunters fund conservation in places 
like Africa, and how the petition aims to turn the wildly suc-
cessful North American model of conservation on its head.

“Ironically, the Center for Biological Diversity and Natural 
Resources Defense Council admit in the petition that their 
plan will not work without complimentary funding to foreign 
countries, as well as the U.S., to replace the lost revenues 
and markets,” USSA reports. “They even go so far as to 
suggest that U.S. conservation funding, largely paid for by 
hunters, be used to transition those people around the world 
to new markets and to fund conservation efforts overseas.”

“This petition is just another example of the animal-rights 
movement stopping at nothing to end any human-animal 
relationship,” Tague said. “They’ve been working for years 
at the state level to ban the import of African game. The 
House Appropriations Bill contains language that would ac-
complish the same goal and now they’re trying at the federal 
bureaucratic level to achieve their goals. This time they are 
not limiting themselves to African game – it is the whole 
shebang – all wild mammals and birds”
OREGON HUNTING, FISHING AND TRAPPING BAN

A ballot proposal submitted to the Oregon Secretary of State 
in late June aims to criminalize hunting, fishing, trapping and 
many farming practices. 

The so-called Abuse, Neglect and Assault Exemption 
Modification and Improvement Act, would remove hunting, 
fishing, trapping and common animal husbandry practices 
from the state’s definition of animal cruelty. 

The proposal, submitted by Portland animal rights activist 
David Andrew Michelson, would also ban slaughter for food, 
artificial insemination and other breeding practices. 

“If passed, IP13 would remove the exemption for hunting, 
fishing, and trapping from our cruelty laws, meaning that 
any practice that involves the intentional injury of an animal 
would be criminalized. Although the practice of seeking, pur-
suing, and in some cases even capturing an animal would still 
be legally protected, the practice of killing animals would no 
longer be protected,” according to the Yes on IP13 website.

The website features throngs of fanny pack visitors petting 
and posing with pictures with cows, kids cuddling sheep, 
and adorable barnyard animals. 

The effort is backed by an Oregon nonprofit called End 
Animal Cruelty, with an address at the Portland high-rise 
Pacific Tower Apartments. 

USSA and others are pointing out how the initiative would 

effectively bankrupt the Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife, which would cause immeasurable damage to wildlife 
populations across the state. 

The initiative intends to make Oregon a “sanctuary state” 
for animals, and in the process will set dangerous precedent 
for other states to follow.

“Sportsmen fund the vast majority of all wildlife conserva-
tion efforts in Oregon. If this ballot initiative becomes law, not 
only will hunting, fishing and trapping end, but all wildlife in 
the state will suffer due to a total lack of funding for wildlife 
conservation,” USSA reports. “Without funding from license 
fees, Pittman-Robertson and Dingle-Johnson act funds, the 
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife will likely become 
an unsustainable entity.”

Yes on IP13 dismisses those concerns and others from 
farmers about losing their livelihood, essentially arguing the 
welfare of animals is more important. 

“Many of those who are following the campaign are con-
cerned about meeting the needs that they currently try to 
meet by hunting, fishing, and trapping. Those needs have 
included a need for food, a need for conservation, a need for 
recreation, and many others. We want to help show how all 
of those needs can still be met while also meeting the needs 
of animals to be free from unnecessary human-caused suf-
fering,” according to the Yes on IP13 website. “Within the 
state of Oregon we have ample food, as well as the resources 
needed to distribute that food to every citizen. There are also 
a multitude of humane and creative methods for conserving 
our environment and, in a state as wonderful as Oregon, there 
are countless activities we can engage in for recreation that 
do not involve taking the life of an animal; it is possible that 
everyone can get their needs met.”

To be eligible for the November 2022 ballot, Yes on IP13 
must collect 112,000 valid signatures by July 8, 2022. m

MBHA Thanks
Wal-Mart Supercenter

Gaylord, Mich. for many 
years of generous support.
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MBHA donates fourth live trap to DNR 
to help with nuisance bears 
By Victor Skinner

The Michigan Bear Hunters Association donated a fourth bear 
live trap to the Michigan DNR this spring, and it’s the first to head 
north across the Mackinaw Bridge. 

Former MBHA director Bill Austin transferred the device to DNR 
officials in Gaylord in late May, and it eventually made its way to 
the Upper Peninsula, where it’s now ready and waiting for action. 

“I actually went and picked this one up at the bridge,” DNR bear, 
cougar and wolf specialist Cody Norton told The Bear Facts. “It’s 
in Marquette.”

The trap is the latest donated by the MBHA to help state wildlife 
managers relocate bears causing trouble by providing a viable 
alternative to lethal enforcement. DNR officials previously pur-
chased the live traps from a Michigan fabricator, but the MBHA 
partnered with college welders at Ferris State University and 
Kirtland Community College to replicate the devices with donated 
labor. The move creates substantial saving for the DNR, a mean-
ingful project for aspiring welders, and better options for dealing 
with bears raiding bird feeders and trash cans. 

The effort started several years ago with some funding coming 
from the sales of Michigan Bear Management Cooperator Patches 
– another joint venture between the MBHA and DNR. The MBHA 
took over the cooperator patch program in 2008 and has since 
raised tens of thousands of dollars for bear education, outreach 
and management. In recent years, the MBHA has contributed 
directly from the organization’s budget. 

“This is the fourth one we’ve made, and I believe it’s the 10th 
of the new style,” said former MBHA director Bill Austin, who 
helped organize the effort. “The last couple of traps we’ve had 
to dig into our own money, the patch sales haven’t covered the 
cost of them.”

The previous three MBHA sponsored traps replaced the DNR’s 
older style aging traps in the northern Lower Peninsula.

The recently delivered trap also took twice as long to produce 
as the previous ones, delayed by restrictions related to the 
coronavirus. 

Austin said the MBHA approved the trap in 2019, then took an 
example to replicate to Mark Prosser’s welding students at Ferris 
State University in January 2020. 

“Then COVID came along and shut them down until January 
2021,” Austin said. “They got started, back in the classrooms and 
welding shops, and went to work and got it done in late May.”

Austin said both the class of 2020 and class of 2021 worked 
on the project, with the former starting the trap and the latter 
finishing the job. 

Norton is now working with MBHA officials to locate potential 
partnerships with college welding programs in the Upper Penin-
sula, in hopes of continuing the program to replace more of the 
department’s older traps there. 

“We’re looking for partnerships in the UP,” he said. “We’re 
hopeful we can get that partnership going.”

MBHA President Keith Shafer pointed to the benefits of the 
program, from strengthening the MBHA’s relationship with the 
DNR, to protecting Michigan black bears, to engaging college 
students in wildlife management. 

“The MBHA’s trap program was created to help DNR officials 
avoid the use of deadly force when dealing with nuisance bears, 
which we believe is in the best interests of the animal and Michi-
gan residents,” MBHA President Keith Shafer said. 

“The MBHA advocates for a conservative bear harvest and our 
members work tirelessly to protect black bears across the state, 
particularly in areas where the population is expanding and resi-
dents are still learning to live with bears.” m

The Michigan DNR used a bear live trap to an urbanized bear 
near Traverse City and relocate him to Alpena County. A month 
later, the bear was back in Grand Traverse County. Photo from 

Michigan DNR.

The MBHA donated a fourth bear live trap to the Michigan DNR 
this spring to help officials respond to bear nuisance complaints.
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Bear hunters, Michigan DNR predict 2020 
season similar to last year 
Continued from page 1...

“Granola, Caramel, 
Jelly, Frostings, Fillings, 

30# Boxes of Candy, Etc.”
Check our website for prices!

Call for availability!
www.michiganbearbaitman.com

Not For Human Consumption

Bear
Bait

www.johnsonspropane.com

507 South Otsego, Gaylord, MI 49734
800-292-3941 • 989-732-2451

Kevin Johnson, Owner

Dear MBHA
Thanks for 75 years 
of protecting 
bears and bear 
hunting.
A Grateful Hunter 
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ADULT T-SHIRTS   
Various Colors (Listed On-Line)

Small to 2XL .......................................................................... $12.00
3XL to 4XL ............................................................................ $17.00 
Tall - Black or Grey Only: XL to 3XL ...................................... $20.00

ADULT HOODED SWEATSHIRTS 
Various Colors (Listed On-Line)

Small to 2XL .......................................................................... $30.00
3XL ........................................................................................ $35.00 

Full Zip Hooded Sweatshirt
Black or Grey Only – Small to 2XL ....................................... $40.00

ADULT CREW SWEATSHIRTS 
Various Colors (Listed On-Line)

Small to 2XL .......................................................................... $25.00
3XL ........................................................................................ $30.00    

ADULT CAMO CLOTHING – REAL TREE AP
Short Sleeve T-shirts - Small to XL ............................................ $30.00

2XL to 3XL .................................................................................... $35.00
Long Sleeve T-shirt - Small to XL ............................................... $35.00

2XL to 3XL .................................................................................... $40.00
Full Zip Hooded Sweatshirt - Small to XL ................................ $70.00

2XL to 3XL .................................................................................... $80.00
CHILDREN'S CLOTHING
Various Colors (Listed On-Line)

T-Shirts - XS to XL ........................................................................... $8.00
Crew Sweatshirts - XS to XL ....................................................... $20.00
Hooded Sweatshirts - XS to XL .................................................. $25.00

***STATE LOGO ONLY***

HATS  
Mesh Hats - Various Colors (Listed On-Line) ................................... $12.00
Camoflauge Hats – Mossy Oak or Orange ........................................ $15.00

EMBROIDERED HATS
Khaki with Mossy Oak Detail – OR – 
Orange with Mossy Oak Trim ............................................................ $18.00

STAINLESS STEEL COFFEE MUG WITH BLACK GRIP . $10.00
*STATE LOGO PATCH........................................................... $5.00
*STATE LOGO DECAL ........................................................... $2.00
  Indoor Use  Outdoor Use
STATE LOGO LICENSE PLATE ............................................. $7.00
MBHA MEMORIES BOOK ................................................... $10.00
*MICHIGAN BEAR MANAGEMENT 
  COOPERATOR (DNR) PATCH ............................................ $5.00

YEAR:   2011     2012     2013
  2014  2015  2016

 Michigan Bear Hunters Association Promotional Supplies

ON-LINE ORDERING AVAILABLE: www.mibearhunters.org
Click on Merchandise Tab for more details.

Free Shipping on Patches/Decals Not Available On-Line 

ORDER FORM - Be sure to check online for all garment color options available.
ITEM DESCRIPTION COLOR SIZE QUANTITY PRICE EACH TOTAL PRICE

 

  Subtotal
   *Mail/Phone Orders, free shipping on purchase of patches and/or decals only. *Shipping
  6% Michigan State Sales Tax is included in merchandise price.   TOTAL

Name _______________________________________________________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________
City _____________________________________________  State ___________________  ZIP ___________________
Phone ___________________________________________  Email ___________________________________________

Checks are payable to: Michigan Bear Hunters Conservation Association (MBHCA)
Credit Cards Accepted: (Select One)   Visa     MasterCard     American Express     Discover

16-Digit Credit Card Number ________________________  3-Digit Security Code ______________________________
Signature _______________________________________  Card Expiration Date ______________________________

SEND ORDER TO: Rex Lansing, email rlansing@mibearhunters.org, 734 N. Force Rd. Attica, MI 48412  

SHIPPING CALCULATION
ORDER AMOUNT ......................... SHIPPING COST
$00.00 - $25.00 .....................................................$6.95
$25.01 - $50.00 .....................................................$7.95
$50.01 - $75.00 .....................................................$9.95
$75.01 - $100.00 .................................................$10.95
$100.01 - $150.00 ...............................................$12.95
$150.01 and up ...................................................$14.95
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New Member Sign-up & Renewal

Sponsoring Member ______________________________________________  

New Member ___________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________

City ___________________________________________________________

Phone  Day (_____)___________________  Night (_____)_______________

Email _________________________________________________________

We need your help to strengthen the Michigan Bear Hunters Association and Michigan Bear Hunters Conservation Association.  
Sign up your friends and relatives and invite them to go hunting with you or to one of many MBHA - Sponsored events.  As an added 
incentive, for every new member you sign up, your name will be entered into a drawing to win. Once we have 15 names in the hat 
we'll draw for a winner at one of our bi-monthly meetings. The winner will receive two dinner tickets to our annual convention.  Mail 
your membership to:  Phil Hewitt,  7796 Ainsworth Rd. Lake Odessa, MI 48849

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

MBHA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT Shafer, Keith ..................... Central Lake, MI ............... 231-313-3529 ................... kshafer@mibearhunters.org

VICE-PRESIDENT Keller, Elijah ............................Tustin, MI .................... (231) 429 6698 ................... ekeller@mibearhunters.org

TREASURER Butcher, Chuck ...................... Gaylord, MI ................... 989-732-1449 ................. cbutcher@mibearhunters.org

SECRETARY Patton, Laura .....................East Jordan, MI ................ 231-676-3029 .................... lpatton@mibearhunters.org

MEMBERSHIP Hewitt, Phil ........................Lake Odessa, MI ............... 616-862-2901 ....................phewitt@mibearhunters.org

BEAR FACTS EDITOR Skinner, Victor ..................... Muskegon, MI ................. 315-525-8069 ...................... editor@mibearhunters.org

PAST PRESIDENTS Dusterwinkle, Tim ................. Wetmore, MI .................. 906-748-4935 .......... tdusterwinkle@mibearhunters.org 
  Hewitt, Phil ........................Lake Odessa, MI ............... 616-862-2901 ....................phewitt@mibearhunters.org
  McVannel, Brett ................ Johannesburg, MI .............. 989-370-1848 .....................cowboys1971@yahoo.com
	 	 Huff,	Rusty ....................... Johannesburg, MI .............. 989-786-4060 .............................huffc40@hotmail.com
	 	 Huff,	Troy ......................... Johannesburg, MI .............. 989-731-0732 .............................hufft1010@gmail.com

DIRECTORS	 Anderson,	Cliff ........................Avoco, MI .................... (810) 304 2091 .......... cmanderson@mibearhunters.org
  Congdon, Jason ..................Pinconning, MI ................ (989) 295 6680 ...............................................................
  Davis, Jim ........................... Applegate, MI ................ (810) 404 2950 ..................... jdavis@mibearhunters.org
  Dawson, Doug .......................Bellaire, MI ................... (231) 633 0149 ...............................................................
  Dollaway, Tyler .......................Bellaire, MI ................... (231) 350 3710 ...............................................................
  Druckenmiller, Brian .......... Central Lake, MI .............. (231) 330 1740 .......bdruckenmiller@mibearhunters.org
  Hopp, Brett ............................ Gaylord, MI .................. (989) 710 1045 .................... bhopp@mibearhunters.org 
	 	 Huff,	Blake	 ...................... Johannesburg, MI ............. (989) 464 5751  .....................bhuff@mibearhunters.org
	 	 Huff,	Keith ........................ Johannesburg, MI ............. (989) 732 3180 ................ sherryandkeithh@yahoo.com
  Kintner, Tony ........................ Fife Lake, MI ................. (231) 499 8706 .................. tkintner@mibearhunters.org
  Krepps, Craig .......................... Leroy, MI .................... (906) 630 1951 ................. ckrepps@mibearhunters.org
  Kwapis, Elisa ........................... Leroy, MI .................... (989) 370 5502 ................. ekwapis@mibearhunters.org
  Kwapis, Stan .................... Johannesburg, MI ............. (989) 350 1383 ................. skwapis@mibearhunters.org
	 	 Lansing,	Rex,	 .........................Attica, MI .................... (810) 656 5685 ................. rlansing@mibearhunters.org
  May, Sandy ........................... Gaylord, MI .................. (248) 854 6273 .................. tenyeardegree@yahoo.com
  Patton, Laura .....................East Jordan, MI ............... (231) 676 3029 ...............................................................
  Schaub, Kevin .....................Mancelona, MI ................ (231) 624-0066 ..............................................................
  Schneider, Delynne ............. Beaverton, MI ................ (989) 205 8349 ...............................................................
  Tice, Shawn ............................ Filion, MI .................... (989) 975 6844 ...................... btice@mibearhunters.org
	 	 Wiltse,	Ranelle ..................... Ellsworth, MI  ................ (231) 675 8524 ...............................................................

   Youth membership: $15

   Single Membership: $25

   Family Membership: $40

   Single Family Membership: $350

   Family Life Membership: $500
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MBHA/Bill Walker - Scholarship Application
Application Deadline: December 31, 2021

I. ADMINISTRATION INFORMATION

Social Security Number: _____________________________ Date of Birth: ______________________________________

First Name: ___________________________  MI: ______ Last: _____________________________________________

Home Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________

City: ________________________________  State: _________________________  Zip Code: ____________________

Home Phone Number: (__________) ___________________ Email Address: _____________________________________

Secondary School Name: ________________________________________________________________________________

Accounting Department Address: __________________________________________________________________________

City: ________________________________  State: _________________________  Zip Code: ____________________

School Phone Number: ______________________________ Student Account Number: ____________________________

II. CAREER INFORMATION

Name of College/Technical Institute: _______________________________________________________________________

Major/Vocation: _______________________________________________________________________________________

III. MBHA INFORMATION

(You do not need to be a member of MBHA)

Approximate starting date of MBHA membership: ____________________________________________________________

Dependent of a MBHA member/relationship to the member: ____________________________________________________

Members Name: _______________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone Number: (__________) ____________________________________________________________________________

Approximate starting date of MBHA membership: ____________________________________________________________
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IV. ACADEMIC INFORMATION
Submit an official transcript.  
To be official: The high school transcript must be an original document that includes the high school seal or 

the signature of a high school official. The college or technical institute transcript must be printed on security 
sensitive paper and contain the university seal and the signature of the university registrar. Copies or computer 
print-outs will not be accepted as OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPTS.

V. NARRATIVE
Attach a one page narrative - no more than 300 words - in response to each of the following questions:

• What are your views on hunting and on natural resources?
• What are your career aspirations?

VI. RECOMMENDATIONS
To assist the MBHA scholarship board in the selection of scholarship recipients, please provide two written recommendations. 

Letters of recommendation must be dated after Jan. 14, 2021.

CERTIFICATION
I certify that all information contained in this nomination form is true and factual. I agree that MBHA may use my name and 

likeness and any other information or materials provided by me in connection to this organization for purposes of news, publicity 
and advertising mail media, including but not limited to, print and electronic media and Internet web-sites.

Signature of Applicant: ________________________________________________________________________________

Submit the following unfolded 
in a manila envelope:

1. Scholarship Application Form 

2. Complete Narrative

3. Two Letters of Recommendation

4. Official High School or College/Technical Institute Transcript 

• Individual must have a G.P.A. of 2.0 or better.

• Mail  Application to:   Saundra May, 565 East Sheldon Street ,  Gaylord,  MI  49735.  (Please call  
248-854-6273 with any questions prior to submission date.)

• Successful recipients will receive a single one-time scholarship and will be asked to attend our annual convention in March. 
Recipient will receive a free ticket to the convention and banquet.

• Scholarship money may be used only to attend a college or technical institute.  MBHA sends all award money directly to 
the institution. 

MBHA/Bill Walker - Scholarship Application
Application Deadline: December 31, 2021
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52 Gun Raffle Winners
Winner Name Winning Number Week Date DESCRIPTION OF FIREARM     
Cindy / Rusty  Huff 777 1 7/10/2020 WINCHESTER SXP 20GA WATERFOWL MAX5 SHOTGUN PUMP 
Richard Smith 569 1 7/10/2020 WINCHESTER SXP 20GA WATERFOWL MAX5 SHOTGUN PUMP
Dominic Dawson 268 2 7/17/2020 WEATHERBY VANGUARD BLUE ACCUGUARD SIMU 30-06SPRG 
Randy Lamphere 268 2 7/17/2020 WEATHERBY VANGUARD BLUE ACCUGUARD SIMU 30-06SPRG 
Tristan Druckenmiller 672 3 7/24/2020 STOEGER P3500 28IN BLACK 12GA SHOTGUN PUMP  
Charles Abram 672 3 7/24/2020 STOEGER P3500 28IN BLACK 12GA SHOTGUN PUMP  
Angelina Gordon 946 4 7/31/2020 THOMPSON CENTER T/CR 22 GREEN 22LR RIFLE S/A  
Nick Brooks 946 4 7/31/2020 THOMPSON CENTER T/CR 22 GREEN 22LR RIFLE S/A  
Cody Stowell 999 5 8/7/2020 TYPHOON DEFENCE TYPHOON F12 18.5” 3IN 12GA SHOTGUN  
Kelly Mcinttre 636 5 8/7/2020 TYPHOON DEFENCE TYPHOON F12 18.5” 3IN 12GA SHOTGUN 
Russell Ritchie 277 6 8/14/2020 REMINGTON 870 EXP 12GA SHOTGUN PUMP   
John Vogt 215 6 8/14/2020 REMINGTON 870 EXP 12GA SHOTGUN PUMP   
Mark Tice 510 7 8/21/2020 MOSSBERG 500 20GA SHOTGUN PUMP    
Joe Bush 350 7 8/21/2020 MOSSBERG 500 20GA SHOTGUN PUMP    
George Cooper 338 8 8/28/2020 MOSSBERG PATRIOT 22IN WALNUT 270WIN RIFLE BOLT 
Al Hanson 338 8 8/28/2020 MOSSBERG PATRIOT 22IN WALNUT 270WIN RIFLE BOLT 
Scott Dexter 695 9 9/4/2020 REMINGTON 870 EXP SUPER MAG COMBO 12GA SHOTGUN 
Steve Bacon 695 9 9/4/2020 REMINGTON 870 EXP SUPER MAG COMBO 12GA SHOTGUN 
Shawn Atkins 435 10 9/11/2020 RUGER AMERICAN RF LAM TB 22MAG RIFLE BOLT  
Dakota Dupont 144 10 9/11/2020 RUGER AMERICAN RF LAM TB 22MAG RIFLE BOLT  
Doug Hempenstall 956 11 9/18/2020 MARLIN 1894P 44 MAG RIFLE LEVER ACTION   
Biff Martin 956 11 9/18/2020 MARLIN 1894P 44 MAG RIFLE LEVER ACTION   
Frank Hodos 629 12 9/25/2020 HENRY H001L 22LR RIFLE LEVER ACTION   
Ed Shepard 629 12 9/25/2020 HENRY H001L 22LR RIFLE LEVER ACTION   
Angelina Gordon 946 13 10/2/2020 THOMPSON CENTER 243WIN RIFLE BLUE COMP RIFLE BOLT 
Nick Brooks 946 13 10/2/2020 THOMPSON CENTER 243WIN RIFLE BLUE COMP RIFLE BOLT 
Henry  Ginop 20 14 10/9/2020 STOEGER M3020 26IN COMP 20GA SHOTGUN S/A  
Doug Dawson 20 14 10/9/2020 STOEGER M3020 26IN COMP 20GA SHOTGUN S/A  
Carl Vanniman 354 15 10/16/2020 SAVAGE AXIS II XP 7MM-08 REM RIFLE BOLT W/ SCOPE  
Wally Disbrow Jr 354 15 10/16/2020 SAVAGE AXIS II XP 7MM-08 REM RIFLE BOLT W/ SCOPE  
Jason Shepard 386 16 10/23/2020 RUGER AMERICAN MOS GREEN 6.5 GRENDEL RIFLE BOLT 
Susan Losee 386 16 10/23/2020 RUGER AMERICAN MOS GREEN 6.5 GRENDEL RIFLE BOLT 
John Trendel 18 17 10/30/2020 HENRY STEEL FRAME 30-30 RIFLE LEVER ACTION  
Randy Sparks 746 17 10/30/2020 HENRY STEEL FRAME 30-30 RIFLE LEVER ACTION  
Randy Craig 710 18 11/6/2020 SAVAGE AXIS II DBM 22-250 REM RIFLE BOLT   
Gary Buffman 710 18 11/6/2020 SAVAGE AXIS II DBM 22-250 REM RIFLE BOLT   
Terry Taylor 593 19 11/13/2020 MOSSBERG 835 24IN 28IN 12GA SHOTGUN PUMP  
Ken Klingenbery 593 19 11/13/2020 MOSSBERG 835 24IN 28IN 12GA SHOTGUN PUMP  
Alan Gorlewski 879 20 11/20/2020 BENELLI SUPER NOVA 12GA SHOTGUN PUMP   
Nick Brooks 879 20 11/20/2020 BENELLI SUPER NOVA 12GA SHOTGUN PUMP   
Rob Lobsinger 927 21 11/27/2020 RUGER AMERICAN-C 223REM RIFLE BOLT   
Gary Smith 927 21 11/27/2020 RUGER AMERICAN-C 223REM RIFLE BOLT   
Scott Dexter 81 22 12/4/2020 MOSSBERG 500 24IN 410GA SHOTGUN PUMP   
Steve VanHone  81 22 12/4/2020 MOSSBERG 500 24IN 410GA SHOTGUN PUMP   
Todd Hill 689 23 12/11/2020 SAVAGE AXIS II CAMO SI MU 30-06SPRG RIFLE BOLT  
Chris Pfaff 689 23 12/11/2020 SAVAGE AXIS II CAMO SI MU 30-06SPRG RIFLE BOLT  
Zachary Smiatacz 703 24 12/18/2020 RUGER AMERICAN SYN 6.5 CREEDMOOR RIFLE BOLT  
Allan Kuhl 896 24 12/18/2020 RUGER AMERICAN SYN 6.5 CREEDMOOR RIFLE BOLT  
Chad Walker 830 25 12/25/2020 MOSSBERG 500 FIELD/DEER COMBO 12GA SHOTGUN PUMP 
Ryan Kane 830 25 12/25/2020 MOSSBERG 500 FIELD/DEER COMBO 12GA SHOTGUN PUMP 
John Zaremba 728 26 1/1/2021 HENRY H004M 22MAG RIFLE LEVER ACTION   
Henry Manial 728 26 1/1/2021 HENRY H004M 22MAG RIFLE LEVER ACTION   
Rick Barr 973 27 1/8/2021 RUGER AMERICAN 30-06SPRG SYN RIFLE BOLT   
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52 Gun Raffle Winners (continued)
Winner Name Winning Number Week Date DESCRIPTION OF FIREARM
Tyler Evans 530 27 1/8/2021 RUGER AMERICAN 30-06SPRG SYN RIFLE BOLT   
Elwood Levely 246 28 1/15/2021 RUGER AMERICAN RANCH FDE 450 BUSHMASTER RIFLE BOLT 
Mitch Meeder 246 28 1/15/2021 RUGER AMERICAN RANCH FDE 450 BUSHMASTER RIFLE BOLT 
David Thompson 884 29 1/22/2021 MARLIN 336Y 30-30WIN COMPACT RIFLE LEVER ACTION 
Mark Wojda 884 29 1/22/2021 MARLIN 336Y 30-30WIN COMPACT RIFLE LEVER ACTION 
Donald Phillips 938 30 1/29/2021 MOSSBERG PATRIOT 16.25IN TB 450 BUSHMASTER RIFLE BOLT 
The Millers 938 30 1/29/2021 MOSSBERG PATRIOT 16.25IN TB 450 BUSHMASTER RIFLE BOLT 
Jake Eaton 449 31 2/5/2021 RUGER 10/22 DRAGON 22LR RIFLE S/A    
Bobbie Madejczyk 449 31 2/5/2021 RUGER 10/22 DRAGON 22LR RIFLE S/A    
Bernie Steenwyk 433 32 2/12/2021 SAVAGE M301 20GA SHOTGUN SINGLE SHOT   
Randy Holmes 433 32 2/12/2021 SAVAGE M301 20GA SHOTGUN SINGLE SHOT   
The Millers 72 33 2/19/2021 SMITH-WESSON MP15-22 SPORT 22LR RIFLE S/A  
Steve Holiday 72 33 2/19/2021 SMITH-WESSON MP15-22 SPORT 22LR RIFLE S/A  
Larry Leib Sr 192 34 2/26/2021 BENELLI NOVA MOBL 12GA SHOTGUN PUMP   
Lance Plley 192 34 2/26/2021 BENELLI NOVA MOBL 12GA SHOTGUN PUMP   
Brian Thomsen 589 35 3/5/2021 SAVAGE B-MAG 17WSM SS SYN RIFLE BOLT   
Tom Themm 589 35 3/5/2021 SAVAGE B-MAG 17WSM SS SYN RIFLE BOLT   
Scott Dexter 413 36 3/12/2021 RUGER PC CARBINE FLAG TD 9MM RIFLE S/A   
Gerald Coy 376 36 3/12/2021 RUGER PC CARBINE FLAG TD 9MM RIFLE S/A   
Don Adams 329 37 3/19/2021 RUGER AMERICAN PREDATOR 6.5 CREEDMOOR RIFLE BOLT 
Thomas Doering 329 37 3/19/2021 RUGER AMERICAN PREDATOR 6.5 CREEDMOOR RIFLE BOLT 
Anthony Majeuski 919 38 3/26/2021 RUGER AMERICAN RANCH 350 LEGEND RIFLE BOLT  
Kolton Steel 919 38 3/26/2021 RUGER AMERICAN RANCH 350 LEGEND RIFLE BOLT  
Scott Buzzel 500 39 4/2/2021 WINCHESTER XPR CMP BLUE POLYMER STOCK 350 LEGEND 
Sean Sullivan 500 39 4/2/2021 WINCHESTER XPR CMP BLUE POLYMER STOCK 350 LEGEND-
Judge Devenger 804 40 4/9/2021 SMITH & WESSON MP15SPRT2 5.56MM RIFLE S/A  
Steve Youmans 804 40 4/9/2021 SMITH & WESSON MP15SPRT2 5.56MM RIFLE S/A  
Gary Shephard 922 41 4/16/2021 BENELLI NOVA 20GA SHOTGUN PUMP    
Gary Griffin 922 41 4/16/2021 BENELLI NOVA 20GA SHOTGUN PUMP    
Cindy Rusty Huff 777 42 4/23/2021 RUGER AMERICAN GO WILD 450 BUSHMASTER RIFLE BOLT 
Chris Kuhn 878 42 4/23/2021 RUGER AMERICAN GO WILD 450 BUSHMASTER RIFLE BOLT 
Robert Baldwin 479 43 4/30/2021 SAVAGE AXIS II SI CAMO 223REM RIFLE BOLT   
Travis Jobes 479 43 4/30/2021 SAVAGE AXIS II SI CAMO 223REM RIFLE BOLT   
Dominic Dawson 268 44 5/7/2021 RUGER AMERICAN-SR 243WIN RIFLE BOLT W/ SCOPE  
Randy Lamphere 268 44 5/7/2021 RUGER AMERICAN-SR 243WIN RIFLE BOLT W/ SCOPE  
Larry Comps 242 45 5/14/2021 RUGER AMERICAN-SR 30-06SPRG RIFLE BOLT W/ SCOPE 
Jared Staley 557 45 5/14/2021 RUGER AMERICAN-SR 30-06SPRG RIFLE BOLT W/ SCOPE 
Fred Patterson 535 46 5/21/2021 BROWNING BPS FIELD BL 28IN 20GA SHOTGUN PUMP  
Tracie Sparks 535 46 5/21/2021 BROWNING BPS FIELD BL 28IN 20GA SHOTGUN PUMP  
Vic May 968 47 5/28/2021 MARLIN 1895G 45-70 GOVT RIFLE LEVER ACTION  
Tom Romanik 968 47 5/28/2021 MARLIN 1895G 45-70 GOVT RIFLE LEVER ACTION  
George Pettinger 597 48 6/4/2021 RUGER AMERICAN PREDATOR 6.5 CREEDMOOR RIFLE BOLT 
James Anderson 597 48 6/4/2021 RUGER AMERICAN PREDATOR 6.5 CREEDMOOR RIFLE BOLT 
Eric Johnson 920 49 6/11/2021 SAVAGE AXIS II BLACKOUT 300BLK RIFLE BOLT   
Tad Dowker 920 49 6/11/2021 SAVAGE AXIS II BLACKOUT 300BLK RIFLE BOLT   
Michael Mollema 168 50 6/18/2021 WINCHESTER SXP FIELD 3IN 28IN 12GA SHOTGUN PUMP 
Daniel Klee 168 50 6/18/2021 WINCHESTER SXP FIELD 3IN 28IN 12GA SHOTGUN PUMP 
Terry Huttenga 191 51 6/25/2021 HENRY BIG BOY 44MAG/44SPL RIFLE LEVER ACTION  
Trish Wright 191 51 6/25/2021 HENRY BIG BOY 44MAG/44SPL RIFLE LEVER ACTION  
Shannon Abraham 852 52 7/2/2021 MOSSBERG 535 3 BBL SET 12GA  SHOTGUN    
Mike Stille 852 52 7/2/2021 MOSSBERG 535 3 BBL SET 12GA  SHOTGUN    
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Scott Deroacher's 410-pound 
bear took third place in the 
MBHA's Big Bear Awards.

Class winners for the 2021 MBHA-sponsored swim trial at the Clam 
River Houndsman Club: (L to R) First place to Kadie Ruse, second to 

Dayten Bender and Ringo, and third to Nick Shimel with Goofy.


