
data and personal communications with wolf experts, as well, 
Norton said. 

“Over the last 16 years, we’ve been able to incorporate a lot of 
the research that’s been done,” he said of the scientific review, 
which was last conducted in 2006. “We actually added 285 new 
citations that were not in that 2006 paper, which is more than all 
of the citations that were in that 2006 paper.”

DNR officials received public comments about the current 
wolf plan through 5,475 questionnaires, 20 emails, and the 
department’s Wolf Management Advisory Council. The council, 
comprised of various wolf stakeholders including hunters and 
anti-hunters, conducted 16 meetings between August 2021 and 
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Bear Season 2022
By Victor Skinner

The 2022 Michigan bear hunting season ended in success 
for many hunters, though most complained of smaller bears 
dominating baits. 

In both the Upper and Lower Peninsulas, hunters and check 
station workers told The Bear Facts there seemed to be fewer 
larger bears this season, though many hunters had multiple bears 
hitting their baits. 

“I’m very happy with everything I’m hearing,” said Cody Norton, 
the Department of Natural Resources’ large carnivore specialist. 
“In general, with the hunter input we’ve been getting and the 
bears coming through check stations … it’s looking really good.”

“I think overall we had a good season,” he said. 
Official harvest data is still being collected, but preliminary 

feedback suggests harvest levels in most management units were 
close to the DNR’s desired harvest. 

In the Upper Peninsula, the DNR was focused on countering 
higher hunter success rates in the Bergland and Newberry bear 
management units in 2022, and harvest in “both of those dropped 
… maybe around 10% from last year,”  

“That makes me feel a lot better knowing we’re not going to 
have lasting impacts on the population,” he said. 

Most other UP BMUs are expected to produce a harvest similar 
to 2021, with the possible exception of the Amasa BMU, which 
could see a harvest increase of about 10%, Norton said. 

NRC takes up new MI Wolf Management 
Plan that suggests ‘socially responsible’ 
harvest
By Victor Skinner

The Michigan Natural Resources Commission is expected to 
finalize a revised Michigan Wolf Management Plan in December 
to update the state’s intentions for the apex predator. 

Wolves are currently managed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service under the Endangered Species Act, despite the Upper 
Peninsula population exceeding recovery goals for two decades. 
The USFWS has repeatedly removed gray wolves from federal 
protections, but legal challenges from animal rights groups have 
reversed those decisions. 

Michigan Department of Natural Resources large carnivore 
specialist Cody Norton explained the process for the latest update 
since 2015 at the NRC’s November meeting. Once approved, the 
plan will guide state management of wolves for a decade, though 
the DNR cannot implement it until Michigan regains authority from 
the federal government. 

The update started  with a public attitude survey conducted by 
Michigan State University last winter of 61,025 residents across 
the upper and lower peninsulas, including deer hunters, fur 
harvesters and livestock producers. The DNR also partnered with 
the State University of New York for a scientific review of the latest 
academic research on wolves, which incorporated unpublished 

 Pure Michigan hunter Jeff Shembarger harvested this 
509-pound bear in the Baldwin BMU with the help of guide 

Darren Kamphouse's hounds.

MBHA hosts Dixon
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Few MI hunters harvest big boars 
during 2022 season dominated by small 
bears
By Victor Skinner

While many Michigan bear hunters complained of smaller bears 
during the 2022 season, at least a few took home big boars in 
both the Upper and Lower Peninsulas. 

Swartz Creek bait hunter John Roland told The Bear Facts he 
had nearly given up hope for filling his Red Oak BMU license 
before he downed a massive bear during the late archery season. 

“I started my season off trying to do a do-it-yourself hunt, but I 
quickly found out it was harder than I thought it would be,” he said. 

Roland was making regular hours-long commutes to bait near 
Gaylord when the routine began to wear on his family, and he 
received orders to activate for the National Guard. The situation 
convinced Roland to hire a guide to improve his odds. 

“I hunted with the guide the regular season and never harvested 
a bear,” Roland said. 

“I went six out of the seven days of the regular season … paid for 
a guide,” he said. “I thought my season was over, it just worked 
out I squeezed two days in during the late archery season.”

Roland connected with a second-year guide through Facebook 
for the archery season and arranged to set up on state land. The 
first evening, only one bear came into the bait and it was small, 
he said. 

The next night, two small bears wondered in, as a large and 
medium bear circled the area for about a half hour. 

“One bear woofed and shot a small bear up a tree right next to 
me,” Roland said. 

Moments later, the other bears scampered from the bait site, 
as well. 

“About 30 seconds later, this big bear started strutting up a hill. 
He stared at the bait, and after a minute he made his way to the 
bait, standing about 15 yards,” he said. 

Roland soon fixed the sights of his Matthews compound bow 
on the bear at 12 yards and let his Reaper expandable broadhead 
do the rest. 

“It was the only night of the hunt I forgot my pistol in the truck,” 
he said. “I actually called a buddy and he ended up showing up 
with a gun and I tracked him with his gun.”

“Until that hunt, those two days, I’ve only seen one bear in the 
Lower Peninsula, crossing the road,” Roland said. 

“It was a roller-coaster of emotions the entire season,” he said. 
“You wait 10 years for a tag.”

Roland eventually recovered his bear, which weighed in at 412 
pounds dressed, by far the largest he came across after running 
six bait sites and heading out with two different guides. 

“Out of all the trail cam pics I had … maybe two bigger bears, 
300 pounds or over,” he said. 

Marquette hunter Sam Wiltzius also struggled during the season 
before eventually harvesting one of the biggest bears from the 
Carney BMU in 2022. 

“It took me 10 nights of hunting before I finally got a shot,” 
Wiltzius said. “It was warm, so there wasn’t much happening.”

“It wasn’t until it cooled down that things picked up,” he said. 
Wiltzius took a methodical approach to his third bear hunt, 

using two trail cameras and meticulous notes to help predict bear 
behavior at a single bait site on private land. 

“I kept a detailed spreadsheet of activity. I named every bear that 
came in and their activity,” he said, adding that he also recorded 
when he baited, the moon phase, rise and set, and other data. 

Wiltzius honed in on one particularly large bear, who would show 

up for a few days then disappear, only to show up again days later. 
“He was almost cyclical when he’d show up to the bait,” Wiltzius 

said. 
The bear disappeared toward the end of the season, but Wiltzius’ 

research convinced him to wait it out, rather than harvest a smaller 
bear, he said. 

“From all that, I could predict with some authority when he’d 
show up,” he said. “I passed up a number of bears … because I 
was confident he’d show up again during shooting hours.”

On the final day of the season, Wiltzius made the hour and 15 
minute trek south after work to camp, hiked in .4 miles with 50 
pounds of bait and his hunting gear, then set up for the night. 

“It was within the last 10 minutes of season close and it was 
miserably dark and rainy,” he said. 

As predicted, the large bear wandered in to the bait. With minutes 
left before sunset, Wiltzius could just make out the bear with his 
scope’s illuminated reticle – an item he purchased specifically to 
improve his chances this season. 

“It was just very dark,” said Wiltzius, who credited the scope 
for “actually being able to see where I’m shooting.”

“Once I shot, he ran with some authority for about 50 yards, 
and I was able to retrieve him,” he said. 

That’s when the real work began. 
“Retrieval was difficult because I had to get him 50-plus feet 

into a field, and that took about an hour,” Wiltzius said. 
Once in the field, Wiltzius loaded the bear into a Jet Sled, then 

realized a four-wheeler wasn’t enough to pull him out. It eventually 
took a side by side to get the bear back to camp, he said.

“The live weight was 578 pounds,” Wiltzius said. “After field 
dressing, it was 504.”

The Michigan Bear Hunters Association encourages Michigan 
hunters to submit their large bear harvests for the MBHA’s Big 
Bear Awards, which are presented every year at the organization’s 
annual convention. 

Swartz Creek hunter John Roland harvested a 412-pound bear 
over bait during the late archery season in the Red Oak BMU.
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DNR quietly replaces wildlife, law 
enforcement chiefs; Director Eichinger 
leaves for EGLE
By Victor Skinner

The Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources has replaced 
several top officials throughout 
the pandemic, including the 
heads of the law enforcement 
and wildlife divisions, and most 
recently the director. 

Dave Shaw, a 35-year veteran 
with the DNR’s law enforcement 
division, took over as chief in 
March after months serving 
in an interim role following 
the  depar ture  of  former 
chief Gary Hagler, who now 
heads the DNR’s emergency 
management division. 

Shaw’s experience in a wide 
variety of DNR enforcement 
work has prepared him well to lead as the division celebrates its 
135th anniversary, he said, and he’s intent on ensuring the next 
generation of conservation officers remain focused on doing what 
they do best: protecting Michigan’s natural resources, he said. 

“One of the things I’d like to focus our division on is our core 
mission, natural resources enforcement,” said Shaw, 63. “I’ve 
really tried to, whenever possible , … refocus our emphasis on 

Hunters can submit their bears through the MBHA website – 
MIBearHunters.org – by including the weight and a photo of the 
successful hunter with the bear. All bears must be legally tagged 
and registered and dressed, and weighed on a scale. 

MBHA membership is not required to enter, though the deadline 
is Dec. 31. 

This year’s awards will be presented during the MBHA convention 
at Shanty Creek Resort in Bellaire on March 4, 2023. m

Michigan DNR Law Enforcement 
Chief Dave Shaw took over the 

division this spring

Big Bears.. continued from cover
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being game wardens.”
That focus reflects Shaw’s long background as a field officer, 

beginning with fisheries enforcement on Belle Isle in 1987. Shaw 
became Gratiot County’s sole conservation officer months later, a 
post he worked for less than a year before transferring to Ottawa 
County, where he served in the two-person post for 15 years. 

Shaw’s work later expanded to covering areas of Muskegon and 
Kent counties, as well, giving him exposure to unique big water 
and commercial fishing enforcement, as well as cases involving 
everything from commercialization of snapping turtles to waterfowl 
and deer violations, he said. 

“I prided myself on being a field warden,” Shaw said.
Shaw used those experiences to help develop the DNR’s fur 

trapping and waterfowl enforcement schools, which align with his 
personal outdoor passions.

Shaw also served on the multi-state Mississippi Flyway Council as 
the Michigan DNR’s law enforcement interest for 14 years. After 16 
years on the job, Shaw was promoted to field sergeant overseeing 
officers in Kent, Ottawa, Muskegon and Ionia counties, a position 
he held for six years. 

Shaw, who lives in Zeeland, made lieutenant in 2010 and 
transferred to Cadillac, where he supervised officers in 14 counties 
along the west side of the state stretching from Grand Traverse 
County to Newaygo County. 

After five years of commuting to Cadillac, Shaw took over as head 
of the undercover and specialized investigations and Great Lakes 
unit, where he directed overt and covert investigations, tribal and 
aquatic invasive species enforcement, and shipwreck enforcement. 

“I got to work in the UP, did some undercover work myself,” he 
said. 

Five years into the role, the DNR separated the unit into a special 
investigative unit and a Great Lakes enforcement unit, and Shaw 
stayed with the latter to continue work with the DNR’s consent 
decree negotiations team. 

In June 2021, Shaw took over as acting assistant chief following 
the retirement of Steve Burton, then took over for Hagler a year later. 

Shaw notes that over the years the role of Michigan conservation 
officers has expanded to include search and rescue work, wildlife 
disease enforcement, invasive species control, and park patrols in 
places like Grand Haven and Silver Lake. 

But Shaw wants to ensure the department doesn’t lose sight of 
why the division was created as the first statewide law enforcement 
agency 135 years ago. 

“To this day we’re a very specialized group of enforcement 
officers. Our specialty is natural resources protection, so I want to 
focus on that,” he said. “The other (main focus) is trying to position 
the division for the realities of recruiting and retention of officers.”

Virtually all law enforcement agencies across the country are 
struggling to fill positions, he said, and attracting and keeping 

Michigan DNR officers will center on ensuring they have the support 
and equipment they need to do their jobs. 

“I have a real focus on employee wellness and engagement,” he 
said. “We’re the same as any law enforcement, it comes with risks 
and stresses.”

Better compensation and the best equipment available will “help 
make the job competitive, so they do stay with us,” Shaw said. 

“I’ve done the job. I’ve been there in the field,” he said. “I want 
to make sure they have the tools they need and we don’t stray too 
far from our mission.”

Other priorities include creating efficiencies in the division to 
reduce administrative tasks, an emphasis on aquatic invasive 
species enforcement and habitat protection, and maintaining good 
relations with partner agencies in Canada, the federal government, 
and other Great Lakes states, Shaw said. 

Shaw is also encouraging more engagement with the public 
following the pandemic. 

“The pandemic really set everyone back, but our officers never 
stopped working,” he said. “We’re getting back into engaging 
with the public. I feel very strongly on the need to focus on that 
interaction, getting as many people as possible educated on natural 
resources protection.”

Jared Duquette also quietly took over as chief of the DNR’s Wildlife 
Division in December 2020, filling a role that was held by interim 
chiefs following the departure of former chief Russ Mason. 

D u q u e t t e  i s  a  n a t i v e 
Michigander who currently 
lives in St. Charles.

“My background is mainly 
as a wildlife ecologist, doing 
wildlife research,” he told The 
Bear Facts. 

Duquette has worked for both 
the Michigan DNR and federal 
agencies, conducting research 
on bovine tuberculosis and 
chronic wasting disease. He’s 
also worked in eight different 
states and internationally 
studying cougars, elk, jaguars and 
other species. 

Duquette said he’s focused on 
ensuring the Wildlife Division is “doing our management through 
research” with an eye on new techniques and strategies. 

“We’re trying to do some very contemporary approaches to bear 
management here and I think we’re doing a good job with that 
species,” he said. “Our population of bears are stable or slightly 
increasing to the point we think we have really good control over 

Jared Duquette now leads 
the Michigan DNR Wildlife 

...continues on page 8
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July 2022 to produce 35 non-binding recommendations, including 
the use of lethal harvest as a management tool. 

Other input came from consultations with the state’s Indian tribes 
through meetings and written comments last fall. 

“We were able to use that … to reflect tribal values and input,” 
Norton said. 

DNR staff incorporated the feedback into a draft updated plan 
in May and June 2022, then gathered public input on the draft in 
July and August. A questionnaire about the draft elicited 2,883 
responses and nine emails that showed 57-76% of respondents 
found the goals acceptable, and 57-81% said the same for the 
strategies and objectives. 

The finalized plan was also vetted again with the tribes between 
August and October before Norton presented it to the NRC for 
information on Nov. 10. 

The 172-page document covers the planning process for wolf 
management, wolf biology and ecology, and the history of wolves 
in Michigan. It also lays out the overall management goals: to 
maintain a viable population, facilitate wolf-related benefits, 
minimize wolf-related conflicts, and conduct science-based and 
socially responsible management. 

In addition, the plan spells out a dozen management strategies 
for a variety of issues, including public awareness, research and 
monitoring, sustaining prey populations, maintaining habitat, 
depredation of domestic animals, and to “develop socially and 
biologically responsible management recommendations regarding 
public harvest of wolves,” among others. 

The update also retains provisions that allow residents to kill 
wolves in the act of attacking lifestock, pets or hunting dogs, as 
well as wolf damage control permits for livestock producers for 
depredation issues, Norton said. 

“We still have all those tools built into the plan,” he told The 
Bear Facts. 

The section on harvest recommendations involves management 
for both wolf-related conflicts and other reasons. 

“The efficacy of using licensed hunters and trappers to reduce local 
wolf numbers would depend on the behavioral and reproductive 
responses of wolves and the method and manner of take,” the plan 
reads. “Any legal public harvest in Michigan should be conducted 
with socially responsible and biologically sustainable methods.”

Norton said the phrase “socially responsible” replaces “socially 
acceptable” in the current plan to give wildlife managers more 
flexibility. 

“The term acceptable can lend itself more to majority rules or 
making something acceptable to all involved,” he said, noting that 
may not always be possible. 

MI Wolf Plan .. continued from cover The plan suggests the DNR develop recommendations to the NRC 
to harvest wolves for “recreational purposes” if the department 
believes it’s “biologically sustainable, legally feasible, and socially 
responsible.”

Amy Trotter, executive director of Michigan United Conservation 
Clubs who served on the DNR’s Wolf Management Advisory Council, 
told Michigan Outdoor News a majority of recommendations from 
the council were not included in the final plan. 

“The pushback we got from the DNR incorporating them is they 
are already covered in some way, or they were too prescriptive or 
operational or the purposes of a long-term plan,” she said. 

MUCC and other groups have also raised concerns about 
the DNR’s use of the term “socially responsible” and how it’s 
interpreted, Trotter said. 

“If they’re going to use a term, we need to know what it means,” 
she said. 

Norton contends the DNR “actually defined what socially 
responsible means in the plan” but the “definition was left out by 
the editor” and will be included in the final approved draft. 

MUCC cited the plan’s focus on “recreational hunting” as another 
potential issue, as anti-hunters often use the term to “diminish the 
legitimate role hunting plays in management,” Trotter said. 

“We’ve asked the department to look at how to reframe that 
section,” she said. “Some people derive recreational benefits from 
hunting, but we said it should be for a management purpose, even 
if it’s to instill a fear in wolves.”

Norton said the DNR “did provide examples of what the term 
recreational harvest would include,” such as providing recreational 
or utilitarian benefits similar to ruffed grouse hunts. 

“That was the best term we could come up with and we talked 
about it a lot,” Norton said. “This isn’t a wolf-specific thing.”

Regardless, Mike Thorman, who represented hound hunters on 
the Wolf Management Advisory Council, also opposes the reference 
to recreational hunting. 

“I’m not in favor of anywhere in the plan calling a hunt a 
recreational hunt,” he said. “I don’t think we should have a hunt 
just for recreation.”

Both Thorman and Trotter are also calling for the DNR to revise 
how the wolf council operates in the future, citing issues with 
procedure that bogged down progress. 

“The process itself was not functional,” Thorman said. 
While anti-hunting groups and tribal leaders continue to oppose 

a wolf harvest, several hunting groups are urging the NRC to forge 
ahead with developing a season “so we’re ready when they’re 
delisted, so we don’t have to spend a year talking about it,” Trotter 
said. 

Thorman agrees that the detailed fundamentals of how a hunt 
would operate are important. 

“I think we need to formulate a plan for management. That would 
probably be in the form of creating the units” for a hunt, Thorman 
said. “If we’re ever going to have wolf management, we’re going 
to have to show this is how we plan to manage them.”

“We should have the plan. We should have the units. We should 
plan how we’re going to sell the licenses,” he said. 

DNR Wildlife Chief Jared Duquette doesn’t envision the 
department crafting a season any time soon. 

Duquette told The Bear Facts “that decision falls above my level 
in the department.”

“We want the history to be settled at the federal level … because 
I think wolves get put on the list and taken off the list,” he said. 
“We want that to be settled.”

Norton noted that anti-hunters offered little resistance to the final 
draft of the wolf management plan, despite the inclusion of lethal 

...continues on page 7
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MI Bear Management Cooperator Patch 
sales remain strong
By Victor Skinner

Sales of Michigan Bear Management Cooperator Patches have 
remained consistent throughout the pandemic, with 2022 sales 
in line with last year. 

The Michigan Bear Hunters Association sold 1,313 2022 patches 
through Nov. 28, not including online sales. 

That figure is on track to meet or exceed sales in recent years, 
which have averaged around 1,700, with about four months of 
2022 patch sales remaining, MBHA Director Brett McVannel said. 

“From the onset, the patch program has been phenomenal,” said 
McVannel, who coordinates sales with his wife. “We sell 1,500 
to 2,000 patches per year or more. Those numbers are always 
very consistent.”

MBHA data shows that in 2008, the first year the MBHA took 
over bear patch sales from the Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources, the organization sold 263 patches. That number 

harvest, though he suspects that’s largely because the federal 
protections currently prohibit a hunt. 

“For the most part, we heard pretty positive comments from 
the anti-hunting interests and tribal folks who spoke at the NRC 
meeting” in November, he said. “I think part of it is because wolves 
are back on the (Endangered Species Act list), so there’s no option 
for the NRC to consider a hunt.

“That would be up to the commission if they were going to move 
forward with any type of planning” for a wolf hunting season, 
Norton said. “I don’t really see that happening until management 
authority comes back.” m

jumped to 1,909 by 2010, and with the exception of a sales dip 
in 2011, has remained at about 1,500 or more every year since. 

Over the last decade, patch sales peaked in 2014 with 2,027 sold, 
while the slowest sales year was for 2017, when the MBHA sold 
1,496. In the last four years, sales have remained fairly stable, 
with between 1,683 and 1,797 patches sold from each year. 

“We still have four to five months left for the 2022 sales, so 
we’re right on track with this year’s patches,” McVannel said. 

The patch sales have helped generate thousands of dollars the 
MBHA has used to help the DNR with bear outreach, education 
and research. 

At the most recent Michigan Bear Forum meeting in August, DNR 
wildlife outreach coordinator Rachel Leightner explained how the 
money has been used to help mitigate bear nuisance complaints 
and educate Michiganders on living with bears. 

One paid Facebook advertisement that reminded folks to take 
down birdfeeders, for example, reached 109,152 people, leaving 
207,746 impressions that resulted in 699 engagements. Another 
in June about camping in bear country reached 262,848, leaving 
406,168 impressions and generating 1,844 engagements. 

The DNR also used patch proceeds to print brochures, postcards, 
posters, and for social media to promote the department’s bear 
SMART campaign. 

Patch sales have also contributed to efforts to replace the DNR’s 
aging fleet of bear live traps. 

Before the pandemic, the MBHA worked with college welding 
programs at Ferris State University and Kirkland College to 
fabricate and build new traps for DNR offices in the Lower 
Peninsula, greatly reducing the replacement cost. 

The DNR is now using $6,000 in patch funds, along with $15,000 
from the DNR’s budget, to complete three more traps for offices 
in the Upper Peninsula. 

Patch funds have also gone to educational programs for 
Michigan students, trail cameras and collars for DNR research, 
and college scholarships for those passionate about the outdoors. 

“We’re proud of the progress the MBHA has made with the 
patch program since we took over sales nearly 15 years ago,” 
MBHA President Keith Shafer said. “It’s a program with a lot of 
benefits for both the DNR and Michigan black bears, as well as 
the students who participate in our annual design contest.”

Each year, the MBHA hosts a Bear Management Cooperator 
Patch design contest open to all K-12 students attending public, 
private or home schools in Michigan. Following the Dec. 1 
deadline, MBHA directors select first, second and third place 
winners, who receive $100, $50, and $25, respectively. 

The winners are also invited to and recognized at the MBHA’s 
annual spring convention, which will be held at Shanty Creek 
Resort in Bellaire on March 4. 

Those interested in purchasing a patch can print an order form 
from the MBHA website – MIBearHunters.org – and mail the order 
to: Bear Patch Program, 10510 Fairgrieve Road, Johannesburg, 
MI 49751. Patches cost $7 each for adults, including postage. 

Youth hunters under the age of 17 can receive a free patch by 
sending their name and complete address, along with a legible 
copy of their valid bear hunting license, to the same address. m

MBHA WEB SITE
www.mibearhunters.org
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Dear MBHA
Thanks for 76 years 
of protecting 
bears and bear 
hunting.
A Grateful Hunter 

management.”
Managing whitetail deer, turkey, bears and other species involves 

balancing competing interests with the science, and that requires 
the best possible information, he said. 

“There is so many different opinions and interests in those species 
and our job is to create that balance … but also managing the 
resource,” Duquette said. “We’re trying to get the best information 
we can to make sure we get the best balance we can.”

Dealing with declining hunter numbers, and the declining 
revenues as a result, is also a top priority, Duquette said. 

“About 2 percent of our hunter are declining in the state every 
year,” he said, pointing to the Recovering America’s Wildlife Act 
currently pending before Congress as a potential short-term 
solution. 

“We’re hoping that passes this year,” Duquette said. “That would 
be a large boon to our division.”

While Duquette believes “hunting is an important tool” for 
controlling conflicts between wildlife and humans, he doesn’t think 
the DNR will begin the process of devising a wolf hunting season 
any time soon. 

He does, however, envision the potential for more opportunities 
for bear and bobcat hunters as both species expand south. 

“We have species like bobcats, and especially bears, that are 
moving south,” Duquette said. “We’re monitoring their population 
and if there’s suitable population to maintain quotas we’ll look at 
that.”

The most recent leadership change at the DNR came in early 
December, when Gov. Gretchen Whitmer announced Director Dan 
Eichinger will leave the department to serve as acting director of 
the Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy. 

Shannon Lott, previously deputy director, was named acting 
director. m

DNR Staff Changes  .. continued from cover MI Hunting License Sales Down
By Victor Skinner

Michigan hunting license sales are down for the second consecutive 
year, returning to a gradual decline after a jump during the pandemic 
that boosted sales to the highest level since 2017. 

Through Nov. 27, a total of 580,774 individuals purchased some 
form of deer hunting license, a figure that’s down 1.2% from 2021 
but ahead of 2019, according to Dustin Isenhoff, acting manager 
of the Department of Natural Resources’ public outreach and 
engagement unit. 

Government imposed lockdowns during the pandemic seemingly 
shifted how people used their time, with work from home policies, 
canceled school sports, and other measures providing more time 
for folks to pursue outdoor passions, he said. 

“That positively impacted 2020 and as we enter the post-pandemic 
world, that time allocation is looking much more like it did pre-
pandemic,” Isenhoff said. “We’ve went down two years in a row 
from that COVID bump.”

The 2022 license sales through Nov. 27 equates to roughly 7,000 
fewer licenses sold than through the same time last year, and more 
than 28,000 fewer than on the same date in 2020, when license sales 
hit 608,886 individual buyers. 

The 2020 peak marked the highest total since 2017, when 615,706 
people purchased a deer license. Because of Michigan’s lottery 
system for bears, license sales for that species has remained fairly 
steady, gradually increasing from 5,591 in 2018 to 5858 this year. 

Isenhoff said preliminary results from a survey of hunters in 2020 
found time, rather than isolating because of the virus, was the 
primary driver behind the increased sales. 

“The actual pandemic concern was not the primary driver,” he said. 
Demographics of all hunting license sales, which is 90% deer 

hunting, showed an increase for the 65+ age group, due mainly to 
baby boomers aging into the oldest age bracket, Isenhoff said. 

“The 65+ age group is up 2.4% compared to last year. All the rest 
of the groups are down compared to last year,” he said. “The 45 to 
54 (age bracket) had the largest decline since last year at 4.4%.”

Those in the 10 to 16 year old age group had the second largest 
decline, down 3.5%, likely due to competing priorities like school 
sports and activities. 

“Female hunters are pretty close to last year, down 1.1%,” Isenhoff 
said. 

Positive trends in the data include nonresident hunting license 
customers, which increased by 2.57% over last year to 33,092, 
following a steady rise since at least 2017. Furharvester license 
sales are also up 4.58% over the same time last year, with 33,112 
purchasing a license, a figure that eclipses the pandemic peak of 
32,488. 

The number of customers purchasing licenses online is also up 
2.81%, while those purchasing at point of sale sites is down 4.84%.

Overall, total hunting license sales stood at 631,970 through 
Nov. 27, down 1.3% from 2021, which seems to confirm sales are 
“shifting to trend back to what we’ve seen before,” Isenhoff said. 

The 2022 data also appears to defy predictions that the DNR’s 
new deer harvest reporting system would dissuade hunters for 
purchasing a license. 

“That’s obviously caused some outrage with some speculating it 
would cause a mass protest of license buying, which we didn’t see 
in the data,” Isenhoff said. m

MBHA WEB SITE
www.mibearhunters.org
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“The first week of the season, we had bears over 300-350 
pounds (harvested) in every unit,” he said. “This year, right off 
the bat there were some nice bears being harvested.”

Tim Peacy, head of sporting goods at Settler’s Coop in Bruce 
Crossing, said the check station registered 132 bears this season, 
down slightly from prior years because of another check station 
that launched this year. 

“The biggest one was 541 pounds. We had two over 500 
pounds,” he said, adding that the other was 504. 

The largest bear was so big, “they had to haul it out with a tree 
skidder,” he said.

The two bigger bears were harvested in the Bergland BMU, and 
seemed to be the exception, Peacy said. 

“I think it was about average,” he said. “We defiantly saw 
some bigger than last year, but the average size was 150 to 250 
pounds.”

At Woodland Firearms & Supply in Baraga, the 30 bears checked 
there was “about a third lower” than what normally comes in, 
owner Justin Nettell said. 

“They were smaller bears this year, we didn’t have anything 
huge,” he said. 

Nettell said the season started slow, but “once the second 
season kicked in it picked up a little bit with the dog hunters.”

Farther south in Delta County, processors at Soderman’s Meats 
in Gladstone “were pretty busy this year,” owner Laura Soderman 
said. 

“We took in about 135 bears this year,” she said. “I want to say 
there were more bear than normal, a lot more bigger bears than 
we normally get in.”

“We had a couple above 400 pounds, and probably a dozen and 
a half in the 300-pound range,” Soderman said. 

While the harvest seemed relatively steady throughout the 
season, “a lot of bears came in during the first week,” when 

 Sodermans averaged about a dozen a day, she said. “Then it 
slowed to a couple a day.”

Former MBHA President Tim Dusterwinkle said he killed one 
bear in the Gwinn BMU, where “it seemed to be … mostly just 
small bears.”

“There were lots of wolves … tracks on every sandy road,” he 
said. 

Dusterwinkle said he believes the smaller bears are a product 
of the DNR’s management strategy, which aims to slowly grow 
the UP population, resulting in a more aggressive harvest than 
some hunters prefer. 

“The DNR in my opinion are still not managing them the way I 
think they should be,” he said. 

To the east, DNR wildlife biologist Kristie Sitar said preliminary 
numbers for the Newberry and Drummond Island BMUs was 
down slightly. 

“It looks like for 2022 the draft number was 328 bears, and that’s 
for (all check stations in) Newberry and Drummond Island,” she 
said. “Last year that number was 335. 

“That’s a 2% difference, so essentially no difference,” Sitar said.
“It seems like a very large portion of the bears were average 

size, and not a lot of bigger bears,” she said. 
Sitar thinks the smaller size could be related to the amount of 

time it takes to draw a license in Michigan. 
“I think a lot of that is people wait a long time to draw a tag and 

they don’t want to go home empty handed,” she said. 
MBHA Director Keith Huff, who spent time in both the Baraga 

and Red Oak BMUs, said that while his crew “had a pretty good 
season, we didn’t see the bears we normally see.”

In Baraga, where Huff’s season was dominated by “miserable 
rain,” larger bears were few and far between, he said. 

“Size-wise we’re seeing smaller  bears,” Huff said. “Everything 
is running down in the 150-170 pound range.”

It was a same situation in the Red Oak BMU, he said. 
“Everything was small. Our bear size is really reduced,” he 

said. “We’re finding bears, they’re just not getting to be very big. 
There’s hardly any 300-400 pound bears you would normally 
target.”

Huff theorizes that the smaller size is due in part to years of 
hunters removing the bigger genetics, citing examples of known 
older bears harvested under 150 pounds. 

“I think a huge amount of it is genetics, but I don’t know that 
scientifically,” Huff said. 

He also noted that soft mast was poor and acorns were spotty 
in the Red Oak BMU. 

“By the time the bear season came the cherries were gone. South 
of me … the black oaks were pretty abundant,” while red oak 
production was lackluster, Huff said. “It was really, really spotty 
and it makes a huge difference with the bears.”

Tim Riley, who oversees bears in the northern Lower Peninsula, 
agreed “it was crazy how spotty mast was this year” in the Red 
Oak BMU. 

He also confirmed that many of the bears checked in Mio were 
small, though numbers were “within a few bears of the numbers 
… we normally check.”

“Things were pretty much how they’ve been the last 5-6 years,” 
he said. “They were a little small. It seems like overall, in Red Oak 
and Baldwin (BMUs), it just seemed like it was a lot of smaller 
bears” in the 120 to 140-pound range. 

Mike Thorman, legislative liaison for the MBHA and other hound 
hunting groups who also hunts the Red Oak BMU, echoed Huff 
and Riley. 

“There were a lot of smaller bears taken,” he said, adding that 
hunting pressure was also an issue. 

Thorman said at least 10 hound groups in his area share   the 

Bear Season 2022    .. continued from cover

Marquette hunter Sam Wiltzius harvested this 
504-pound bear over bait in the Carney BMU during the 

waning minutes of the 2022 season.
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CONSERVATION ROUNDUP   
New Jersey Bear Hunt

Anti-hunters with the Animal Protection League of New Jersey, 
Humane Society of the United States and Friends of Animals have 
delayed a New Jersey bear hunt that was set to start on Dec. 5. 

State appellate court Judge Lisa Rose granted an emergency stay 
in late November to vet a legal challenge from the anti-hunting 
groups that alleges the state does not have an accurate enough 
count of bears to justify a harvest 

“The public is not facing any ‘imminent peril’ from New Jersey’s 
bruins, and the numbers that the agency cites to claim otherwise 
are misleading and taken out of context. The real emergency is 
the threat hundreds of New Jersey’s bears will face if this horrific, 
unscientific hunt is not stopped,” HSUS attorney Kate Hendrix 
said in a statement. 

Gov. Phil Murphy campaigned on a promise to end bear hunting 
in New Jersey, and after initially banning bear hunting on state 
property, the state’s bear hunt was officially ended in 2020, when 
Murphy said it would be the state’s last during his tenure. 

But Murphy reversed course amid skyrocketing bear complaints, 
and decided to bring back the five-day hunt, and to extend the 
season if a 20% harvest quota isn’t met. 

“State data shows 1,971 bear incidents have been reported 
in 2022 as of mid-October,” The New Jersey Monitor reports. 

“In the same time period in 2021, 647 of those incidents were 
reported – an increase of 237%.”

The anti-hunting groups contend New Jersey officials illegally 
used emergency powers to approve the bear hunt without enough 
public input. It’s unclear when the case will be resolved, as it 
could be delayed beyond hibernation, preventing any possible 

hunt until at least 2023. 
“Clearly, this is a delaying tactic that will impact the bear hunt 

and undeniable need to control exploding bear conflicts. This is, 
and has been, a matter of public safety,” said Todd Adkins, vice 
president of government affairs for the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance. 
“Gov. Murphy obviously has the power to protect the public, but 
animal extremists are only interested in government action that 
serves their purposes.”

 
Ohio Firearms, Hunting Law

Ohio lawmakers are considering legislation to prohibit state and 
local governments from restricting the possession, purchase or 
carry of firearms during a declared emergency. 

Senate Bill 185 was spawned by concerns about closures during 
the pandemic in Michigan and Washington state that restricted 
access to gun stores, as well as hunting and fishing related 
businesses, USSA reports. 

SB 185 also prevents governments from restricting hunting, 
fishing and related businesses under the guise of an emergency, 
offering protections to bird-hunting preserves, fishing charters 
and hunting guides from forced closures during a state of 
emergency. 

The bill is part of a national push for those protections by the 
Buckeye Firearms Association, the National Rifle Association and 
the National Shooting Sports Foundation. 

“COVID illuminated the sweeping power of government during 
a crisis,” Adkins said. “With good reason, many in the sporting 
community are now pressing for changes that will protect 
hunters, anglers and trappers when a state of emergency has 
been declared.”

As of early December, SB 185 had passed the Ohio House with 
a vote of 55-22, making it eligible for a concurrence vote in the 
Senate during the waning days of the 2022 session. 

 
Alaska U.S. Supreme Court case

The Sportsmen’s Alliance Foundation, Alaska Professional 
Hunters Association, and Alaska Outdoor Council filed a brief 

same 10-mile by 10-mile tract, and it’s “very crowded.”
He believes wolves are to blame. 
“There’s lots of houndsmen who don’t want to go to the UP 

because of the wolves,” he said. “There’s a lot of people staying 
in the lower.”

While his crew managed to harvest one bear in the 330-pound 
range, “that’s the only bear we got hunting for a week.”

“I got to let a couple of dogs out twice the whole week,” Thorman 
said, though he did “see some little bears we could have killed.”

Thorman believes there’s likely fewer bears on the landscape 
than the DNR estimates, and increased hunting pressure is driving 
them onto private land. 

“During the training season, by the time you get into the third 
week the bears, they’re not stupid – they only have to go 3-4 miles 
and they’re on private land,” he said. “There’s a lot of pressure 
on the public land.”

Thorman thinks the lack of larger bears could be a sign of a 
smaller population, which should trigger more conservative 
management. 

“If 70% of the bears are under 150 pounds, you have to start 
thinking ‘wow, where are we at?’” he said. “The danger is if we 
keep (harvesting at the same trajectory) the population can go 
way down very fast, before they realize it’s going down.”

In other areas of the Lower Peninsula, the spotty mast turned 
out to be a blessing. 

Veteran guide Darren Kamphouse said bears in the Baldwin BMU 
near Cadillac relied more on baits because of poor hard mast. 

“The berries were really good early, and once they dried up they 
moved to where the acorns should have been,” he said. 

“We had probably one of the best years we’ve had finding big 
bear,” Kamphouse said. “I kind of think it was because we had 
some baits in the acorns, and the acorns weren’t that good.

“We had three different big bear we were feeding every night 
for three weeks before the season.”

Kamphouse’s crew went seven for seven, including a Pure 
Michigan hunter who harvested a 509-pounder. 

“We killed two that went 500 (pounds), and one that went 450,” 
Kamphouse said. m
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in support of Alaska’s petition requesting a U.S. Supreme Court 
review of an appeals court case regarding hunting regulations 
on federal land. 

The case stems from a dispute over bear hunting methods on the 
Kenai National Wildlife Refuge, where the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service prohibited some methods allowed by the state of Alaska 
for brown bears. 

USSA contends the case is part of a broader trend of federal 
agencies overriding state wildlife managers, breaking from a 
tradition of deferring to state officials for managing most game 
species. 

“This case is about much more than hunting rules on the Kenai 
Refuge. In recent months, we’ve seen time and again the FWS 
and other federal agencies attempting to wrest control of fish and 
wildlife decisions away from the states, and when this happens, 
hunters typically lose and lose big,” Adkins said. 

USSA notes that the National Wildlife Refuge System 
Improvement Act of 1997 specifically requires FWS to defer to 
state hunting laws in most situations. 

“If the federal government could usurp management powers 
of fish and game on millions of acres of public land in Alaska, 
it could use the precedent to do so on federal land nationwide; 
politicizing wildlife management and relegating it to the whims of 
the Oval Office and bureaucrats in Washington, D.C.,” according 
to a USSA release. 

 
Federal Lead Ban

Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility filed a 
petition in mid-November to ban the use of lead ammunition 
and fishing tackle on all property managed by the National Park 
Service, which includes more than 51 million acres open to 
hunting, or roughly 60% of the system. 

The PEER petition cites a 2022 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service rule 
that started the process to ban lead ammo and tackle on National 
Wildlife Refuges over the summer. The PEER petition mirrors 
the FWS rule by calling for a total ban with no study of specific 
population-level effects on NPS properties, while dismissing 
concerns the ban will reduce hunting and fishing participation, 
USSA reports. 

Adkins described the proposed bans as “highly irresponsible” 
and questioned the so-called “minimal” cost to hunters. 

“We have no idea how many hunters and anglers will be driven 
away by the high cost of alternatives, so we strongly condemn 
such actions when there is no hard science to back up the bans 
in the first place,” he said. 

 
Montana Wolves

A state court order temporarily restricted hunting and trapping 
in Montana in November, before District Court Judge Christopher 
Abbott rejected a request by anti-hunters to halt the harvest 
altogether. 

Anti-hunters with WildEarth Guardians and Project Coyote 
filed a lawsuit against the state, wildlife commissioners and the 
Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks in October alleging a 
flawed population model led the state to overestimate its wolf 
population. 

Anti-hunters contend the allegedly flawed data led Montana 
to overestimate its wolf population by as many as 300 animals, 
providing the justification for an aggressive wolf hunt aimed at 
reducing the population by about 40%. 

The lawsuit also alleges the state has not updated its wolf 
management plan every five years as required. 

“The issue is that the data doesn’t match the predictions in the 

model,” Project Coyote conservation manager Francisco Javier 
Santiago Avila testified, according to The Intercept. 

State officials defended its Integrated Patch Occupancy Model, 
which they said was created with the help of experts over about 
15 years. 

Abbott ultimately sided with the state, writing in a 26-page 
opinion that he’s not convinced the Montana’s wolf population 
estimate is “so unreliable or so substantially trending to 
overestimate wolf populations” that it justifies the injunction 
requested by the plaintiffs. 

“There is no evidence that this season is the pivotal season for 
Montana’s wolves,” he wrote. “Even if 450 wolves are killed, no 
witness presented evidence that this year will plunge Montana 
wolf populations below a sustainable level.”

Despite the win, Montana anti-hunters have vowed to do all they 
can to thwart wolf hunting in the future. 

“We are devastated that the court has allowed countless more 
wolves – including Yellowstone wolves – to be killed under the 
unscientific laws and regulations we are challenging,” Lizzy 
Pennock, WildEarth Guardians’ “carnivore coexistence advocate” 
said in a statement. “We will keep fighting for Montana’s wolves 
in the courtroom while our case carries on and outside the 
courtroom in every way possible.”  m

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/MIBEARHUNTERS
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MBHA/Bill Walker - Scholarship Application
Application Deadline: December 31, 2022

I. ADMINISTRATION INFORMATION

Social Security Number: _____________________________ Date of Birth: ______________________________________

First Name: ___________________________  MI: ______ Last: _____________________________________________

Home Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________

City: ________________________________  State: _________________________  Zip Code: ____________________

Home Phone Number: (__________) ___________________ Email Address: _____________________________________

Secondary School Name: ________________________________________________________________________________

Accounting Department Address: __________________________________________________________________________

City: ________________________________  State: _________________________  Zip Code: ____________________

School Phone Number: ______________________________ Student Account Number: ____________________________

II. CAREER INFORMATION

Name of College/Technical Institute: _______________________________________________________________________

Major/Vocation: _______________________________________________________________________________________

III. MBHA INFORMATION

(You do not need to be a member of MBHA)

Approximate starting date of MBHA membership: ____________________________________________________________

Dependent of a MBHA member/relationship to the member: ____________________________________________________

Members Name: _______________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone Number: (__________) ____________________________________________________________________________

Approximate starting date of MBHA membership: ____________________________________________________________
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IV. ACADEMIC INFORMATION
Submit an official transcript.  
To be official: The high school transcript must be an original document that includes the high school seal or 

the signature of a high school official. The college or technical institute transcript must be printed on security 
sensitive paper and contain the university seal and the signature of the university registrar. Copies or computer 
print-outs will not be accepted as OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPTS.

V. NARRATIVE
Attach a one page narrative - no more than 300 words - in response to each of the following questions:

• What are your views on hunting and on natural resources?
• What are your career aspirations?

VI. RECOMMENDATIONS
To assist the MBHA scholarship board in the selection of scholarship recipients, please provide two written recommendations. 

Letters of recommendation must be dated after Jan. 14, 2022.

CERTIFICATION
I certify that all information contained in this nomination form is true and factual. I agree that MBHA may use my name and 

likeness and any other information or materials provided by me in connection to this organization for purposes of news, publicity 
and advertising mail media, including but not limited to, print and electronic media and Internet web-sites.

Signature of Applicant: ________________________________________________________________________________

Submit the following unfolded 
in a manila envelope:

1. Scholarship Application Form 

2. Complete Narrative

3. Two Letters of Recommendation

4. Official High School or College/Technical Institute Transcript 

• Individual must have a G.P.A. of 2.0 or better.

• Mail  Application to:   Saundra May, 565 East Sheldon Street ,  Gaylord,  MI  49735.  (Please call  
248-854-6273 with any questions prior to submission date.)

• Successful recipients will receive a single one-time scholarship and will be asked to attend our annual convention in March. 
Recipient will receive a free ticket to the convention and banquet.

• Scholarship money may be used only to attend a college or technical institute.  MBHA sends all award money directly to 
the institution. 

MBHA/Bill Walker - Scholarship Application
Application Deadline: December 31, 2022
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New Member Sign-up & Renewal

Sponsoring Member ______________________________________________  

New Member ___________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________

City ___________________________________________________________

Phone  Day (_____)___________________  Night (_____)_______________

Email _________________________________________________________

We need your help to strengthen the Michigan Bear Hunters Association and Michigan Bear Hunters Conservation Association.  
Sign up your friends and relatives and invite them to go hunting with you or to one of many MBHA - Sponsored events.  As an added 
incentive, for every new member you sign up, your name will be entered into a drawing to win. Once we have 15 names in the hat 
we'll draw for a winner at one of our bi-monthly meetings. The winner will receive two dinner tickets to our annual convention.  Mail 
your membership to:  Phil Hewitt,  7796 Ainsworth Rd. Lake Odessa, MI 48849

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

MBHA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT Shafer, Keith ..................... Central Lake, MI ...............(231)313-3529 .................. kshafer@mibearhunters.org

VICE-PRESIDENT Keller, Elijah ............................Tustin, MI .....................(231)429-6698 ................... ekeller@mibearhunters.org

TREASURER Butcher, Chuck ...................... Gaylord, MI ...................(989)732-1449 ................ cbutcher@mibearhunters.org

SECRETARY Patton, Laura .....................East Jordan, MI ................(231)676-3029 ................... lpatton@mibearhunters.org

MEMBERSHIP Hewitt, Phil ........................Lake Odessa, MI ...............(616)862-2901 ...................phewitt@mibearhunters.org

BEAR FACTS EDITOR Skinner, Victor ..................... Muskegon, MI .................(315)525-8069 ..................... editor@mibearhunters.org

PAST PRESIDENTS Hewitt, Phil ........................Lake Odessa, MI ...............(616)862-2901 ...................phewitt@mibearhunters.org
  McVannel, Brett ................ Johannesburg, MI ..............(989)370-1848 ....................cowboys1971@yahoo.com
	 	 Huff,	Rusty ....................... Johannesburg, MI ..............(989)786-4060 ............................huffc40@hotmail.com
	 	 Huff,	Troy ......................... Johannesburg, MI ..............(989)731-0732 ............................hufft1010@gmail.com

DIRECTORS Sherry, Matthew .....................Allegan, MI ....................(616)610-7612 ....................matth00sherry@gmail.com
  Congdon, Jason ..................Pinconning, MI .................(989)295-6680 ............... jcondgon@mibearhunters.org
  Davis, Jim ........................... Applegate, MI .................(810)404-2950 ..................... jdavis@mibearhunters.org
  Dawson, Doug .......................Bellaire, MI ....................(231)633-0149 ................ddawson@mibearhunters.org
  Dollaway, Tyler .......................Bellaire, MI ....................(231)350-3710 ............... tdollaway@mibearhunters.org
  Druckenmiller, Brian .......... Central Lake, MI ...............(231)330-1740 .......bdruckenmiller@mibearhunters.org
  Hopp, Brett ............................ Gaylord, MI ...................(989)710-1045 ...........................brett.hopp@gmail.com
	 	 Huff,	Blake	 ...................... Johannesburg, MI ..............(989)464-5751  .....................bhuff@mibearhunters.org
	 	 Huff,	Keith ........................ Johannesburg, MI ..............(989)732-3180 ................ sherryandkeithh@yahoo.com
  Kintner, Tony ........................ Fife Lake, MI ..................(231)499-8706 .................. tkintner@mibearhunters.org
  Krepps, Craig .......................... Leroy, MI .....................(906)630-1951 ................. ckrepps@mibearhunters.org
  Kwapis, Elisa ........................... Leroy, MI .....................(989)370-5502 ................. ekwapis@mibearhunters.org
  Kwapis, Stan .................... Johannesburg, MI ..............(989)350-1383 ................. skwapis@mibearhunters.org
	 	 Lansing,	Rex	 ..........................Attica, MI .....................(810)656-5685 ................. rlansing@mibearhunters.org
  May, Sandy ........................... Gaylord, MI ...................(248)854-6273 .................. tenyeardegree@yahoo.com
  Patton, Laura .....................East Jordan, MI ................(231)676-3029 ................... lpatton@mibearhunters.org
  Schaub, Kevin .....................Mancelona, MI .................(231)624-0066 .................kschaub@mibearhunters.org
  Schneider, Delynne ............. Beaverton, MI .................(989)205-8349 ............ dschneider@mibearhunters.org
  Tice, Shawn ............................ Filion, MI .....................(989)975-6844 .......................stice@mibearhunters.org
	 	 Wiltse,	Ranelle ..................... Ellsworth, MI  .................(231)675-8524 ....................rwiltse@mibearhunters.org

   Youth membership: $15

   Single Membership: $25

   Family Membership: $40

   Single Family Membership: $350

   Family Life Membership: $500
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Children's Clothing
T-Shirts  Small to XLarge                                 $10.00
Hooded Sweatshirts   Small to Xlarge          $25.00 
Crew Sweatshirts  Small to XLarge               $20.00 

Item Description Color Size Quantity Price Each

Subtotal
6% Michigan State Sales Tax Shipping
is included in merchandise prices Total
Name 
Address
City State Zip
Phone email
Please make checks payable to:  
Michigan Bear Hunters Conservation Association (MBHCA)
Send Orders to:  Rex Lansing 734 North Force Rd Attica, MI 48412 
Email questions to rlansing@mibearhunters.org

$25.01 - $50.00                                                 $9.95                         
$50.01 - $75.00                                                 $11.95
$75.01 - $100.00                                              $12.95
$100.01 - $150.00                                            $14.95
$150.01 and up                                                $16.95 

Order Form

Small to Xlarge                                                  $20.00

Clothing colors available:  
           Grey, Black, Dark Green, Navy & Orange
Adult T-Shirts
Small to XLarge                                                    $16.00
2XLarge to 3XLarge                                             $20.00 
 

Adult Crew Sweatshirts
Small to XLarge                                                  $25.00              
2XLarge to 3XLarge                                           $30.00               

Hats
Mesh Hats                                                                          $18.00
     Orange&Grey       Pink&Grey        Camo&Tan
    Grey&White    Grey&Black

Adult Long Sleeve T-Shorts

Water Bottle 32 oz Green&Black Stainless Steel    $18.00

License Plate         Stainless Steel                                 $35.00
Patch                                                                                   $7.00

Embroidered Hat        Orange                                         $18.00
Cups
Coffee Mug 18 oz Black Stainless Steel                     $13.00
Tumbler 12 oz Black Stainless Steel                           $13.00
Tumbler 20 oz Blue Stainless Steel                             $16.00                    

Michigan Bear Hunters Association Promotional Merchandise
Order On Line at www.mibearhunters.org

Click the Store Tab for more details

Total Price

2XLarge to 3XLarge                                          $22.00        order amount                                                shipping cost                         
$0.00 - $25.00                                                   $8.95

Adult Hooded Sweatshirts
Small to XLarge                                                   $30.00
2XLarge to 3XLarge                                            $35.00

Window Decal                                                                   $2.00
                                 Shipping Calculation

License Plate          White                                                 $7.00
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