
get a trapper’s education 
card,” he said. 

The class is expected 
t o  r u n  d u r i n g  t h e 
convention’s main events 
on Saturday, likely from 8 
a.m. to noon, for anyone 
aged 8 and up. 

MBHA directors plan to 
follow up the Saturday 
youth trapping class 
with a hunter safety 
course the next day, 
to offer those ages 10 
and up a certificate for 
bow hunting and rifle 
hunting. The hunters 
education course is 
expected to run for 5 to 
6 hours, likely from 8 a.m. to around 1 p.m.

“They’ll have to complete an online or book portion at home 
before the convention,” Shafer said. “And it’s not just members, 
it will be open to anyone.”
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‘Very good’ Bear Forum highlights 
minimum recommended changes for 
2023-24 regulation cycle
By Victor Skinner

Michigan Department of Natural Resources officials gathered 
feedback on an array of bear hunting issues at the annual Bear 
Forum meeting in August, including proposed harvest quotas and 
regulation changes for the 2023-24 regulation cycle. 

Bear Forum members including representatives from the 
Michigan Bear Hunters Association supported proposed harvest 
quotas for the next regulation cycle that begins next year, which 
will be recommended to stay mostly the same as current levels. 

DNR officials expect to recommend to the Natural Resources 
Commission next spring to maintain current quotas in all bear 
management units with the exception of Baldwin, Carney and 
Gladwin, though some other BMUs likely will see fewer available 
tags because of an increase in the success rate in recent years. 

The DNR plans to request an 885 bear license quota in the Gwinn 
BMU, a reduction of 65 tags to keep the harvest at 150 bears, 
while in the Newberry BMU the department will request 165 fewer 
tags for a total of 1005 to maintain the current harvest of 260. 

In the Carney BMU, the DNR plans to increase the desired harvest 
by 11 bears to 116 with no changes to the 550 license quota there. 

MBHA to expand kids program at 
2023 convention, off youth hunter and 
trapper education
By Victor Skinner

The Michigan Bear Hunters Association is implementing several 
changes for its 2023 convention to engage more youth in hunting 
and trapping. 

The MBHA honors several hunters each year with Big Bear 
Awards at the convention, and will expand the program to include 
a new category for successful youth bear hunters 16 years old 
and younger. 

“Any youth who is successful harvesting their bear this year, all 
they have to do is email a picture of themselves with their bear, 
how it was taken and the weight, and we’ll send them a successful 
youth bear hunter certificate,” MBHA President Keith Shafer said. 

Those who want to apply can email bigbears@MIBearHunters.
org, with “youth bear” in the subject line.

“We want to focus more on our youth this year at our 
convention,” Shafer said. 

Another element of that involves working with Department of 
Natural Resources educator Ed Shaw to offer a trapping clinic 
during the convention’s kids program, “a class where the kids can 

 MBHA is partnering with DNR 
educator Ed Shaw to offer trapper and 
hunter education courses at the 2023 

convention.

Republican gubernatorial nominee Tudor Dixon talks with 
MBHA members and directors during a hound training 

session near Gaylord on Sept. 4.
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President's Message
Hello bear hunters, Hopefully many 

of you were successful in drawing your 
2022 Michigan black bear permit. I 
also hope a few of you were able to 
get lucky enough to draw a coveted 
Michigan elk license! With training 
season is just a few days away and 
the start of legal baiting opening on 
August 11 in the Lower Peninsula and 
August 12 in the Upper Peninsula, 
please remember to be respectful 
of other hunters and landowners. 

Reducing conflicts between other hunters and private landowners 
is a definitive win-win for all of us. We all must share the woods; 
and they can get pretty crowded in September.  

The 2022 primary elections are upon us.  Please take a few 
moments to research your favorite candidates and make sure 
they are solid, pro-hunting and fishing, and are supportive of 
our Second Amendment rights. With anti-hunters fighting harder 
than ever to ban hunting and remove our right to keep and 
bear arms, we must be diligent to select our politicians, based 
on their actions toward the ideals we believe in. In Michigan, 
we have fought hard with our partners to stave off the attacks 
from anti-hunters and have been successful in most areas. For 
our groups to continue to do this, we must have strong, solid 
members at the local levels of government and throughout the 
Michigan House of Representatives and Senate. Please get out 
and vote in the upcoming elections and support your pro-hunting 
and pro-firearms candidates.

There are a very few of the 52-gun tickets left.  If you haven’t 
purchased yours, please email Elisa Kwapis at: 52gun@
mibearhunters.org.  Please don’t forget to enter your 2022 bear 
harvest in the MBHA Big Bear award contest!  Enter at https://
mibearhunters.org/activities/big-bear-award/

Enjoy the great summer weather and get out in the woods! m

MBHA President 
Keith Shafer

“Granola, Caramel, 
Jelly, Frostings, Fillings, 

30# Boxes of Candy, Etc.”
Check our website for prices!

Call for availability!
www.michiganbearbaitman.com

Not For Human Consumption

Bear
Bait

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/MIBEARHUNTERS
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Bear Forum presentation features 
update on MBHA’s help with bear 
nuisance outreach 
By Victor Skinner

The 2022 Michigan Bear Forum meeting in August featured an 
update on the Michigan Department of Natural Resources’ efforts 
to educate Michiganders on living with bears, work funded in part 
by the Michigan Bear Hunters Association. 

DNR wildlife outreach coordinator Rachel Leightner detailed 
the department’s efforts to help minimize bear conflicts and 
nuisance complaints through a variety of public communications, 
from statewide press releases, social media posts, and targeted 
emails, to interviews with television, radio and newspaper outlets 
across the state. 

“We do quite a bit in terms of diversity of communications,” 
Leightner told The Bear Facts. “Most of our connections are 
targeted to areas where bears are in northern Michigan and 
where there’s urban centers where bear encounters are reported 
every year.”

Many of the messages are aimed at Grand Traverse County, 
Gaylord and Cadillac, she said. 

“We try to keep our messaging in tune with the season with 
bears,” Leightner said. 

In the spring, the DNR focuses on educating residents about 
attracting hungry bears with bird feeders and other foods, then 
shift to tips on recreating in bear country and what to do during 
an encounter during summer months. 

During the fall, when “bears are eating up to 20 hours a day,” 
the DNR encourages residents to be “mindful of food attractants,” 
such as backyard grilling and similar sources, Leightner said. 

“We keep the messages as simple as possible,” she said. 
Examples of online posts include “simple actions can protect 

bears this spring” and “how to make your space bird and bear-
friendly.”

And while the messages are simple, gauging effectiveness is not. 
“It’s very difficult for us to measure if our communications are 

effective,” Leightner said. “The only metrics we have are when we 
put out social media posts or paid advertising, we do get metrics 
on how many people saw those posts.”

One DNR Facebook post, for example, reached 78,000 people 
through 82,800 impressions, which generated 462 likes and 232 
shares. Another Instagram post garnered 4,016 views and 246 
likes, according to Leightner’s presentation. 

A paid Facebook advertisement that reminded folks to take down 
birdfeeders reached 109,152, leaving 207,746 impressions that 
resulted in 699 engagements. Another in June about camping in 
bear country reached 262,848, leaving 406,168 impressions and 
generating 1,844 engagements. 

Leightner said that while the pandemic limited the department’s 
ability to attend in-person events in recent years, staff did 
attend a Nature Fest in Elk Rapids in 2022, where they had 25 
direct conversations about removing bird feeders and other 
bear nuisance issues. The event also allowed the department to 
distribute bear SMART brochures. 

The brochures are also included in an electronic bear SMART 
toolkit that’s new this year, which includes premade brochures, 

banners, posters, handouts and info cards that were distributed 
to local police, conservation districts, governments and other 
groups for use. 

“In the future, we’re planning on making some bear education 
videos,” as well, Leightner said. 

She explained at the Bear Forum that many aspects of the work 
are paid for in part or entirely with funds raised by the MBHA 
through Bear Management Cooperator Patch sales. 

The MBHA partnered with the DNR in 2008 to take over the 
bear patch program and has since generated thousands for bear 
outreach, education and research. 

More recent DNR purchases with the patch funds include a 
$1,000 Facebook ad buy this year, as well as printing costs for 
brochures, postcards, posters, and social media campaigns. 

Leightner also noted the MBHA spent $6,000 on supplies for 
bear live traps currently under construction for the DNR’s UP 
operations. 

Leightner told forum members much of the bear communications 
are adaptable, and the department is “open to ideas or 
suggestions” to improve the efforts. Those with ideas can contact 
Leightner by email at LeightnerR1@Michigan.gov or by phone at 
517-243-5813. m

The Michigan DNR offered an update on bear communications 
funded by the MBHA at the Bear Forum in August.

MBHA WEB SITE
www.mibearhunters.org
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Lake City Feed & Seed
Lake City & R&M Family Feeds, Palms

Delivering premium dog food statewide by the ton.  
THE PRIDE dog food.  

These are meat based high quality feeds 
formulated for hunters and breeders.

Full line of dog vaccines, wormers, dog supplies, Bog Boots, 
Garmin Equipment, Astros, and accessories at the VERY 

BEST PRICES.  Trade-ins considered on Garmin Equipment. 
Bear Bait Available - Call Paul for details

Palms, MI                               Lake City, MI 
Shelly (810) 837-0119         Paul (989) 551-1609

Like us on Facebook@LakeCityFeed&Seed and @rmfamilyfeedsllc

Tribal negotiations over Great Lakes 
decree exposes fissure between DNR, 
conservation groups
By Victor Skinner

Ongoing negotiations between the Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources and the state’s tribes over a new Great Lakes 
Consent Decree is serving as the latest evidence of the state’s 
deteriorating relationship with conservation groups. 

The Coalition to Protect Michigan Resources (CPMR), a group 
that includes Michigan United Conservation Clubs and other 
angler interests, joined with the Bay De Noc Great Lakes Sport 
Fishermen in July to request U.S. District Judge Paul Maloney 
allow the groups to intervene in the negotiations. 

The Great Lakes Consent Decree, last negotiated in 22 years 
ago, governs allocation, management, and regulation of state 
and tribal fisheries in the 1836 Treaty waters of the Great Lakes. 
Current parties to the negotiation include the state of Michigan, 
federal officials, the Little River Band of Ottawa Indians, Grand 
Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians, Sault Ste. Marie 
Tribe of Chippewa Indians, Bay Mills Indian Community and the 
Little Traverse Bay of Odawa Indians. 

While all parties are subject to a non-disclosure agreement that 
prevents them from discussing specifics under negotiation, the 
coalition has been recognized as a friend of the court since the 
1990s. 

This time, things are different. 
“We can’t get into specifics, but I would say our working 

relationship with the DNR … has degraded over the course of 
these negotiations,” MUCC Executive Director Amy Trotter told 
The Bear Facts. “More recently, we’ve been left out in the hallway 
when some of these decisions are made.”

CPMR filed the motion to intervene in July citing the state’s 
inability to represent its members’ interests.

The filing read: “The breakdown in the relationship with the 
State has gotten to the point that Intervenors believe the Great 
Lakes fishery resources are threatened through the abandonment 
of sound biological principles that we believe should guide 
decisions related to the fishery, abandonment of a roughly 50-50 
shared allocation of the fishery set forth in the 2000 Decree and 
abandonment of terms from the 2000 Decree that have allowed 
tribal commercial and state recreational fisheries to coexist for 
decades.”

The state’s reply to CPMR’s filing stated “Without the ability 
to disclose what is happening in these negotiations, Proposed 
Intervenors (CPMR) cannot establish that the State is not 
representing their interest in those negotiations.”

The filing then claimed “Proposed Intervenors’ interests align 
with the State’s. Proposed Intervenors have offered no proof 
otherwise. … Proposed Intervenor’s assertions are meant to 
obscure the real impetus for the motion.”

“This is simply not true and meant to plant a false flag,” CPMR 
President Tony Radjenovich said. “The non-disclosure agreement 
is a shield to protect the parties, not a sward to thwart the 
opposition.”

“The impetus for our motion is clear: The State of Michigan 
has abandoned its duty to protect our members’ interest in 
sport fishing, motor boating and recreating,” he said. “More 
problematic is the abandonment of sound biological principles 
that govern our Great Lakes fisheries in the treaty waters.”

In 1985 and 2000, negotiated decrees were approved by the 
court to govern tribal and state fishing regulations in certain 
waters of lakes Michigan and Huron from Grand Haven north 
around the tip of the mitt to Alpena and most of eastern Lake 
Superior. 

Primarily, the current decree governs the balance between 
recreational and tribal commercial fishing of lake trout, salmon 
and whitefish in these waters in the Treaty of 1836 through an 
approach that creates zones for tribal and recreational fishing.

CPMR has its roots in the 1979 court ruling that affirmed tribal 
rights under the 1836 Treaty. In 1984, coalition members were 
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MBHA Thanks
Wal-Mart Supercenter

Gaylord, Mich. for many 
years of generous support.

granted amicus status as the first agreement on fishing rights was 
negotiated. The coalition and its members have worked closely 
on each iteration of the decree since.

On Aug. 31, Maloney denied CPMR’s motion to upgrade from 
amicus status to full intervenor status, which would have given 
the group full-party standing in the negotiations.

Maloney alleged CPMR’s assertion their interests had been 
abandoned by the state was “utterly unfounded” and allegations 
they’ve been shut out by the DNR is “completely unsubstantiated.”

Trotter said CPMR is now reviewing the ruling and “looking at 
all the options to appeal.”

The legal wrangling should concern most Michigan sportsmen 
because it marks the latest in the DNR’s recent pattern of asserting 
increased control over fish and wildlife decisions in ways that 
upend its working relationship with conservation groups. 

Last winter, DNR officials inserted parenthetical references into 
boilerplate language in a memorandum to the NRC regarding 
furbearer regulations that cited an old statute, MCL 324.40107, 
that asserted the DNR, not the NRC, has the authority to set new 
hunting units, quotas, bag limits, and season dates. 

Tom Baird, chairman of the NRC, said the incident followed 
similar assertions in years past that surfaced amid discussions 
about setting quotas in Michigan’s bear management units. 

“It was asserted that was within the sole discretion of the director 
of the DNR, not the NRC,” Baird told The Bear Facts this summer. 

A supermajority of Michigan voters sided with a coalition 
of hunting and conservation groups known as Citizens for 
Professional Wildlife Management in 1996 to approve Proposal 
G, which gives the state’s seven-member Natural Resources 
Commission exclusive authority to regulate the taking of game.

The move was a means to insulate decisions on hunting 
regulations from politics, and to stipulate game must be managed 
using scientific data and sound management principles. In 2014, 
Citizens for Professional Wildlife Management followed up with a 
citizens petition approved by lawmakers that stipulated the same 
approach for sportfish management.

In the years since, lawmakers, officials at the Department of 
Natural Resources, and state hunting and conservation groups 
have largely agreed that the NRC is the ultimate authority 
responsible for hunting and fishing decisions based on the best 
available science.

Conservation leaders raised concerns with the language in 

the more recent furbearer memorandum and the DNR later 
removed the references, but the conflict prompted MUCC, which 
spearheaded Citizens for Professional Wildlife Management, to 
take action by passing a resolution reiterating support for Prop 
G at the organization’s most recent convention. 

DNR officials are now working with the NRC and the Michigan 
Attorney General’s office to sort out the legality of several statutes 
that stipulate authority over wildlife decisions. 

“Basically, there’s Prop G, but there’s a number of other statutes 
and executive orders … that bear” on the issue, Baird said in 
June. “It’s all about as clear as mud, and the matter is still under 
consideration and probably will be for a while. 

“In the meantime, … we’re going to maintain the old status quo 
and try to figure out the legalities involved,” he said. 

DNR bear specialist Cody Norton said there is currently no 
issues regarding bears and tribal harvest. The Great Lakes decree 
governs the state’s waters in Indian territory, while a different 
inland decree governs tribal bear harvest in Michigan’s bear 
management units. 

Currently, tribes are allocated 10% of the bear harvest, and if 
they reach the quota it’s increased to 12.5%, Norton said. 

“In the last 5 years for the most part they’ve been under their 
allocated harvest,” Norton said, adding that in 2021 the tribal 
harvest was 78 bears. 

The 2021 tribal harvest included one bear each in Baraga and 
Bergland BMUs, 11 bears in the Gwinn BMU, 35 in Newberry, 
two on Drummond Island, 11 in the Baldwin BMU, and 17 in 
Red Oak. m
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507 South Otsego, Gaylord, MI 49734
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Kevin Johnson, Owner

Shaw told The Bear Facts that holding the education classes at a 
convention is a first, and he believes it could lead to collaborations 
between the MBHA and DNR for other education classes at future 
conventions. 

“This would be the first time I’ve partnered with the bear hunters 
or a conservation group to offer a hunter ed or trapper ed class 
at a convention of any sort,” Shaw said. “In a way, we’re catering 
to our user groups.”

Shaw said he has attended numerous MBHA conventions in 
years past, typically setting up a booth with information, but “I 
feel like I could do more. 

“This is a very good way for me to spend my time,” he said. 
“I’m looking forward to it quite a bit.”

DNR bear specialist Cody Norton said he thinks the new youth 
offerings are “a great idea.”

“The easier we can make it for kids to get involved … we’d 
absolutely be in support of that,” he said. “I think being able to 
bring the hunter safety to them is definitely a good thing.”

Students can complete the necessary course work online ahead 
of the convention, or contact him at the Carl T. Johnson Hunting 
and Fishing Center for paper copies of the necessary materials. 
The online coursework costs approximately $30, he said, while 
the books from him are free. 

Students will need to pick up any books by about a week before 
the convention to complete the necessary work to be prepared. 

“It’s a short 4-hour class and they’re certified,” Shaw said, 
adding that the course will also be available to women and other 
adults who would like to participate. 

“We’re going to give it a shot and see what kind of interest we 
get,” he said. “I just think we can make (the DNR’s presence at 
the convention) more productive and offer one more thing for 
families to do during the convention.”

Those who participate will also learn about an array of hunting, 
fishing, and other outdoor classes offered through the Outdoor 
Skills Academy at the hunting and fishing center, which started 
with a bear clinic years ago and “has really taken off.”

The academy now includes a large slate of classes, from the 
bear clinic to fly fishing to bushcraft, breaking down game, 
backpacking and scores of others. 

“It’s to the point now I’m running a clinic every other weekend 
all year long,” Shaw said. 

2022 Convention  .. continued from cover The new youth programs at the MBHA convention aligns with 
the organization’s long history of promoting Michigan hunting 
and trapping traditions to the next generation, building on an 
exceptional youth program at the annual event that has featured 
everything from sledding dogs to zoo exhibits to hunting 
simulators and educational workshops highlighting Michigan’s 
native wildlife. 

Other existing programs include thousands in MBHA-Bill Walker 
scholarships awarded every year at the convention to college 
bound students with a passion for the outdoors. 

The MBHA also works with the DNR to coordinate the state’s 
Bear Management Cooperator Patch Program, which includes a 
contest for youth to design a patch purchased by hunters across 
the state. 

The winner of the patch contest, which is open to all K-12 
students in Michigan, receives $100 and recognition at the MBHA 
convention. Second and third place winners also receive $50 and 
$25, respectively.

Proceeds from patch sales have gone toward the construction of 
bear live traps, educational programs on bear biology and habitat, 
as well as cameras, collars and other research equipment for the 
Michigan DNR. Patch funds have also gone to educate the public 
on best practices for living with black bears in areas of the state 
with regular nuisance complaints. 

More information about the bear patch program and the MBHA 
scholarships is available on the MBHA website, MIBearHunters.
org, as well as through The Bear Facts. 

Other youth programs include an annual youth swim trial contest 
for hunting hounds hosted at the Clam River Houndsman Club in 
Falmouth, which included 30 entries at this year’s event, about 
triple normal participation.

“The MBHA is committed to connecting with the next generation 
by all means, and the changes for the 2023 convention offer 
some exciting new ways our organization can help preserve 
the traditions we all love,” Shafer said. “We’re looking forward 
to building on our successes and opening up new ways to get 
more kids in the outdoors, whether it’s bear hunting or setting 
a trap line.

“With the trends in hunting participation and competing interests 
working against us, it’s imperative we all do our part to ensure 
our hunting heritage remains strong now and for generations to 
come,” he said. m

...continues on page 7



The Bear Facts  • SEPTEMBER  2022           • 7 • Michigan Bear Hunters Association

MBHA hosts GOP governor candidate 
Tudor Dixon for northern Michigan 
bear hound training
By Victor Skinner

Directors and members with the Michigan Bear Hunters 
Association directors hosted Republican gubernatorial nominee 
Tudor Dixon in early September to share the passion of bear 
hunting and discuss important conservation issues she could 
confront as governor. 

Dixon and her campaign manager Trent Morse trekked to 
Gaylord on Sept. 4 for a hound training session with MBHA 
President Keith Shafer, longtime MBHA leader Keith Huff, member 
Phil Green, and several other friends and family. 

The outing was designed to give Dixon a flavor of the outdoor 
lifestyle through experiences elk viewing, looking for tracks, and 
pursuing bears, though the crew was unable to locate a suitable 
track to run. 

“I think it went really well. Unfortunately, we weren’t able to 
connect that day,” Shafer said. Regardless, “they got to see what 
we do and how it works.”

The group started out early to catch a group of grazing bull elk 
in the Pigeon River Country State Forest, then drove along the 
backroads to search for bear tracks to run, discussing the process 
for bear hound hunting and a variety of outdoor issues. 

“We talked about the economy of northern Michigan a little 
bit, how hunting and fishing” plays an important role, Green 
said, adding that the group also discussed “the heritage part of 
hunting and fishing.”

The group discussed the role of the DNR, and issues that impact 
the outdoor lifestyle, as well as “the number of people who go 
up north to get away from the hubbub of southern Michigan,” 
Green said. 

“People don’t realize what we have in the outdoor world,” he 
said. “They want what we live every day.”

Dixon said that while she was a little disappointed the group 
didn’t find a bear, she learned a lot about hunting she didn’t 
understand before, and how it plays a central role in the lives of 
many Michiganders. 

“It wasn’t what I expected. I didn’t understand the technology 
behind it,” Dixon said. “I had no idea there’s that much technology 
involved and how it’s a significant part of their lifestyle.”

Dixon said she was impressed to learn that bear hunters 
are selective to avoid harvesting sows with cubs or the cubs 
themselves when hound hunting.

“I just thought that was interesting, … because I think a lot of 
people think they’re going out willy-nilly shooting,” she said. “We 
both learned so much about the care that’s taken with bears in 
the state, and it’s impressive.”

“That was valuable to me because it’s something I’m not living 
every day,” Dixon said. 

Green said that after searching for bears for hours, the crew 
headed back to Gaylord to talk around the dining room table with 
a diverse group of bear hunters, from road commissioners to 
school board members to others. 

“It was a great morning,” he said. “She experienced northern 
Michigan. She even had a deer run into the side of her vehicle.”

Dixon said many of the issues discussed are similar to concerns 
she’s hearing from residents across the state.

“I just learned some of the limitations that have been put on 
them by the DNR, and their frustrations,” she said. Michiganders 
“keep telling me there’s so much government overreach, and it’s 
the same with hunting.”

Dixon is focused on “looking at how to expand the reach of 
the state of Michigan” and believes there’s a lot of potential to 
increase hunting tourism. 

“I think it’s a huge opportunity we’re missing right now,” she 
said. 

Through conversations with MBHA members and directors, 
as well as representatives from other hunting and fishing 
groups, Dixon said she’s come to the conclusion that “the whole 
community of hunters is involved in the conservation of our 
animals and land.

“It’s very important we protect that economy and lifestyle,” 
Dixon said. 

Green said that after spending the day with Dixon he’s “looking 
forward to working with her on outdoor” issues, both because 
of the appreciation for hunters in conservation and her earnest 
interest in the state’s natural resources management. 

“I believe she has an understanding and a willingness to learn,” 
he said. “She has an understanding that she has to represent the 
whole state, and not just a select few.

“I am very encouraged that with her as our governor we would 
be able to continue our outdoor heritage in Michigan,” Green said. 

“It was a lot of fun,” Shafer said. “They want to come again, so 
that’s always a bonus.” m

GOP gubernatorial candidate Tudor Dixon poses with MBHA 
President Keith Shafer and member Phil Green during a hound 

training session in September.
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Dear MBHA
Thanks for 76 years 
of protecting 
bears and bear 
hunting.
A Grateful Hunter 

DNR moves to mandatory deer harvest 
reporting with criminal penalties for 
noncompliance 
By Victor Skinner

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources is changing its 
system for deer registrations, and imposing criminal penalties 
on those who don’t comply. 

The new penalties are raising concerns with hunters for a variety 
of reasons, particularly the precedent it sets for the future. 

Beginning this year, all deer hunters will be required to report all 
harvested deer within 72 hours using the DNR’s online reporting 
website, or through a smartphone app. The reporting will also 
require hunters to pinpoint the harvest location on a map. 

Chad Stewart, the DNR’s deer specialist, said there’s several 
reasons why the department is shifting to online reporting, but 
the driving force is to collect more precise data. 

“The decline in response rate to our post-season mail surveys 
increases the amount of uncertainty in our harvest estimates, 
which can lead to incorrect regulation recommendations in some 
locations,” Stewart said. 

Brian Frawley, who coordinates the surveys, elaborated on the 
decline. 

“Twenty years ago, 75% of recipients responded to the survey, 
but in recent years we have seen a response rate consistently 
under 40%,” he said. “If we’re going to provide hunters, wildlife 
managers and the Michigan Natural Resources Commission with 
timely, accurate data, we need to change how we collect it.”

For those without internet or a computer, the DNR offers this 
advice: “Hunters who can’t report their harvest due to a lack 
of internet access or smart device may get help from a family 
member or friend with access, by providing them with their kill 
tag license number, date of birth and harvest location to report 
on the hunter’s behalf.”

The DNR will not take registrations by phone. 
DNR officials promise they will keep harvest locations 

confidential. 
“While we will have near real-time harvest data available for 

hunters throughout the season on our website, that data is at 
the county level,” Stewart said. “Only the DNR will have access 
to the GPS coordinates of the actual harvest location, which is 
needed for two very important reasons: more effective disease 

surveillance, and the ability to build a network of harvest locations 
over time so we can adapt management guidelines to better align 
with harvest numbers. That means better overall management 
recommendations for Michigan’s deer population.”

The penalty for failing to comply with the online harvest reporting 
is a 90-day misdemeanor, with fines and costs ranging from 
$50 to $500, though the DNR website alleges “this first year we 
will emphasize an educational approach to hunters rather than 
enforcement in most circumstances.”

The criminal penalty is concerning, Michigan Bear Hunters 
Association President Keith Shafer said. 

“We don’t think it needs to be a misdemeanor, and would prefer 
it to be a civil infraction instead,” Shafer said. 

Mike Thorman, legislative liaison for hound hunters, echoed 
Shafer’s perspective. 

The MBHA and others oppose criminal penalties for 
noncompliance with Michigan DNR's new mandatory online 

harvest reporting.

...continued on page 9
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“We’re all for registering your deer, … but I would like to see it 
a civil offense, not a misdemeanor,” he said. 

The mandatory deer reporting is something Michigan United 
Conservation Clubs “has sort of wrestled with … over the years,” 
MUCC Executive Director Amy Trotter said. “We have members 
on both sides on the need for it.”

Trotter noted that the practice is “fairly common in other states” 
and noted that “we might get a little more real-time harvest data,” 
giving both the DNR and the public “a sense of how many deer 
we’re taking mid-season.”

Numerous other major deer hunting states also have online 
mandatory reporting, though many have other options available, 
as well. Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky, Minnesota, Missouri, 
New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin all have mandatory 
reporting, either online or by phone. Several of those states also 
allow for reporting by text, postcards, or mobile apps, as well. 

The criminal penalty, however, is “something my membership 
has flagged,” Trotter said, adding that MUCC is preparing a 
policy resolution for consideration by the group’s policy board 
in September. 

The resolution would call for “removing the misdemeanor and 
making it a civil infraction,” she said. 

The MUCC policy board will also likely discuss the timeline for 
reporting as well as the “necessity for GPS level specificity versus 
by township.”

Several lawmakers are also opposed to the criminal penalty and 
working to change it. 

State Rep. Michele Hoitenga, R-Manton, introduced House Bill 
6354 on Aug. 17 to make “reporting of a deer harvest or retention 
of a deer harvest confirmation number” a civil fine of not more 
than $150, though Trotter there’s little time for the bill to pass 
the legislature before the hunting season. 

“The legislature isn’t meeting much this fall until after the 
elections,” Trotter said. “There’s only two session days in 
September and none in October.”

DNR bear specialist Cody Norton told The Bear Facts “as of 
right now we don’t have any plans to move toward (mandatory 
online reporting with criminal penalties) for bears or furbearers” 
because officials get what they need from the current required 
registrations. 

“I think it’s a system that works well and we get to talk to hunters 
… so I think that’s really helpful,” Norton said of the current bear 
registrations. 

Norton did note that “Wisconsin is doing online registration for 
bears,” and “there’s other states … not doing seals.”

“Right now we don’t have any plans to do that, but it will be 
interesting to see how it works for deer and whether it could work 
with other species,” he said. m

Mandatory reporting   .. continued from page 8
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In the western Upper Peninsula, the DNR will request a five 
license reduction in the Baraga BMU to 1,540 to keep the current 
300 bear harvest quota. In Bergland, the DNR wants to reduce 
available licenses by 130 to 920 to maintain the 200 bear harvest 
quota. 

The DNR will call for a 10% increase in harvest for the Baldwin 
BMU for a total of 185 bears, and plan to increase the license 
quota there by 55 to make it happen. In Gladwin, the DNR plans 
to request two additional bears in the 2023-24 harvest for a total 
of 26, utilizing a license reduction of 20 to 100. 

The Red Oak BMU harvest quota would remain the same by 
reducing available licenses by 85 to 685, under the proposal 
presented at the Bear Forum. 

“Basically, all of the units would be the same (harvest) as 
the previous two years, except Baldwin, Gladwin and Carney,” 
DNR bear specialist Cody Norton told The Bear Facts. “There’s 
changes in units where we’re not trying to change the number 
of bears we’re harvesting, and that’s because of the three year 
success rate.”

When the success rate increases, fewer licenses are needed to 
reach the harvest quota, and vice versa, Norton said. 

“The last year or couple years have been pretty good for hunter 
success, if anything the license quotas went down,” he said. 
“Around the table (at the forum) it was largely support for the 
requested quota changes.”

Norton noted that officials increased the harvest in the Lower 
Peninsula by about 30% for the current regulation cycle, and “a 
big reason we wouldn’t recommend an increase” for 2023-24 is 
“we’d like to see more years of data to see how the population 
responds.”

DNR officials also offered several options to change the season 
structure in both peninsulas as a means to reduce hunter conflicts, 
but “the majority of the forum was not supportive of changing 
the season structure in the northern Lower or the UP,” Norton 
said, adding that he likely will not recommend a change because 
of the feedback. 

Other potential regulation changes centered on private land 
bait barrels. 

Currently, only barrels with holes 1-inch or smaller are allowed, 
and DNR law enforcement does not consider manufactured 
openings – such as the barrel lid – as a hole, Norton said. 

The situation allows for certain containers with holes large 
enough bears can get their heads stuck, as has happened in the 
past. 

“To prevent that from happening, we would define that the 
manufactured opening is a hole,” Norton said. 

To allow for both shaker style barrels for grains or corn in places 
with deer bait restrictions, as well as barrels with larger openings 
for easier access to confectionary products or other baits deer 
won’t pursue, the DNR is considering barrel hole sizes of 1-inch 
or less, or 22-inches or larger. 

The 22-inch hole “was kind of the standard inside diameter of 
the opening of a steel drum,” Norton said. 

The two different style of barrels could potentially allow the DNR 
to lift the current quantity restrictions on corn or deer attracting 

...continued from cover bait for those with only 1-inch holes, Norton said, though he 
plans to vet the idea with law enforcement before making a 
recommendation. 

“The department’s only concern is having two different types 
of regulations for barrels on private land,” he said. 

The important question is “how can we make this as simple as 
possible?” Norton said. “We have to try to figure out what the 
best approach will be.”

“I plan on talking to law enforcement division more on the 
enforcement side of things,” he said. 

Mike Thorman, legislative liaison for hound hunting groups 
and forum member, said the 2022 Bear Forum “was a very good 
Bear Forum.”

“I’ve been involved in the Bear Forum an awful lot of years and 
I have not seen a less contentious Bear Forum, ever,” he said. 

Thorman said he supports the proposed changes for private 
land bait barrels to expand options for hunters. 

“The idea was you could use (shaker barrels) in the TB areas 
and where you’re not allowed to bait with grain,” he said. 

Hound hunters in general “were very happy with the numbers” 
for licenses and harvest quotas, Thorman said. 

“They cut back some in Red Oak,” he noted. “We were satisfied 
with the numbers in all the areas.”

Thorman believes most of the forum opposed changing the 
season to add days because of the potential to increase the 
harvest. 

“We feel that if we have that extra time it wouldn’t be in the best 
interest of the resource,” he said. “We have a long record of being 
on the side of the bears.”

Michigan United Conservation Clubs Executive Director Amy 
Trotter echoed Thorman’s take on the August meeting being “one 
of the most collegial Bear Forums in a long time.”

MUCC generally supports the DNR proposals presented, she 
said, though the organization doesn’t have a position on private 
land bait barrels. MUCC’s main interest is at the forum is “ensuring 
equitable opportunities between hound and bait hunters.”

MBHA President Keith Shafer said the harvest and license quotas 
presented at the forum should maintain a healthy bear population 
in both peninsulas, while providing plenty of opportunity for both 
hound and bait hunters. 

“The 2022 Bear Forum was a prime example of the various 
stakeholders in bear management working together for what’s 
best for bears in Michigan,” he said. “The 2023-24 proposal is 
based on our best science, and makes the right adjustments based 
on changing factors like hunter success. We’re encouraged the 
DNR is taking a conservative approach to increases, and allowing 
harvest increases during the last cycle to play out before making 
more significant changes.” m

Bear Forum

MBHA WEB SITE
www.mibearhunters.org
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MBHA helps fund three more bear live 
traps for DNR offices in the UP
By Victor Skinner

The Michigan Bear Hunters Association is continuing its 
partnership with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
to construct more bear live traps for the department’s Upper 
Peninsula operations. 

In early August, MBHA directors approved plans to spend $6,000 
to help the DNR construct three bear live traps and trailers to 
replace the department’s aging fleet in the UP. 

It’s the latest development in the MBHA’s ongoing program to 
help the DNR trap and relocate nuisance bears, rather than rely 
on lethal means to address conflicts. 

“By the end of the year, they will have four brand new operating 
live traps in the UP,” MBHA President Keith Shafer said. 

The MBHA previously donated three other live traps to the DNR 
through a program coordinated with college welders at Ferris State 
University and Kirtland Community College. In those projects, the 
MBHA supplied the funding and template, while college welders 
donated their classroom time to put them together. 

The Upper Peninsula traps will be coordinated through DNR bear 
specialist Cody Norton, who is working with a local fabrication 
shop in Escanaba to assemble the devices using pieces from 
previous projects the department has been unable to complete 
due to funding. The DNR is also contributing $15,000 toward 
the three new traps. 

“The last one we had made at Ferris in 2020 we took to the UP 
and it’s now in use,” Shafer said, adding that other MBHA traps 
are at DNR offices throughout the Lower Peninsula. 

The first trap that went to the UP “we actually used it the first 
year trying to trap surrogate sows to collar,” Norton said. “Right 
now it’s being used as a prototype in Escanaba.”

Each of the DNR’s UP offices “has at least two traps right now, 
some have four or five,” Norton said, “but a lot of those are old, 
really big. It’s older technology and they’re really heavy.”

The older traps pose the risk of injuring bears, he said, and 
“the new design the MBHA has been working with is a lot safer.”

The newer devices are made of aluminum, and unlike the older 
design they come with the advantage of being able to remove 
the trap from the trailer, allowing DNR staff to utilize the trailers 
for multiple traps. 

“Eventually, we’d love to have two new traps at every office up 
here,” Norton said. “Because of the design, you might need only 
one trailer at each office.”

The ability to remove the trap from the trailer, and to utilize a 
trailer for multiple traps, will potentially cut down on maintenance 
like tires and wheel bearings, Norton said.

While the program involving college welders allowed the MBHA 
to cut down on costs to build the traps, Norton said he opted to go 
with a fabricator in the UP for the new traps because of significant 
cost savings from having some of the supplies already on hand. 

Once the next three traps are complete, Norton said he plans to 
revisit the possibility of connecting with college welding programs 
in the future. 

“It ended up being much cheaper than it has been (before the 
MBHA help), but when we’re paying for all of it we’ll have to see 

how it will shake out,” he said. “We’ll be looking at that in the 
future to weigh the pros and cons.”

Mike Thorman, legislative liaison for hound hunting groups, 
noted that while the traps align with the MBHA’s mission of 
preserving and protecting black bears, it’s also “excellent for 
your image.”

“You can say we built these traps so you don’t have to euthanize, 
and that goes a lot way in the public’s eye,” he said, adding that 
the MBHA logo on the side of the devices ensures the organization 
gets the credit it deserves. “I think it’s a very good program.” m

The MBHA is partnering with the Michigan DNR to help construct 
new bear live traps for the department's UP operations.
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MBHA/Bill Walker - Scholarship Application
Application Deadline: December 31, 2022

I. ADMINISTRATION INFORMATION

Social Security Number: _____________________________ Date of Birth: ______________________________________

First Name: ___________________________  MI: ______ Last: _____________________________________________

Home Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________

City: ________________________________  State: _________________________  Zip Code: ____________________

Home Phone Number: (__________) ___________________ Email Address: _____________________________________

Secondary School Name: ________________________________________________________________________________

Accounting Department Address: __________________________________________________________________________

City: ________________________________  State: _________________________  Zip Code: ____________________

School Phone Number: ______________________________ Student Account Number: ____________________________

II. CAREER INFORMATION

Name of College/Technical Institute: _______________________________________________________________________

Major/Vocation: _______________________________________________________________________________________

III. MBHA INFORMATION

(You do not need to be a member of MBHA)

Approximate starting date of MBHA membership: ____________________________________________________________

Dependent of a MBHA member/relationship to the member: ____________________________________________________

Members Name: _______________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone Number: (__________) ____________________________________________________________________________

Approximate starting date of MBHA membership: ____________________________________________________________
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IV. ACADEMIC INFORMATION
Submit an official transcript.  
To be official: The high school transcript must be an original document that includes the high school seal or 

the signature of a high school official. The college or technical institute transcript must be printed on security 
sensitive paper and contain the university seal and the signature of the university registrar. Copies or computer 
print-outs will not be accepted as OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPTS.

V. NARRATIVE
Attach a one page narrative - no more than 300 words - in response to each of the following questions:

• What are your views on hunting and on natural resources?
• What are your career aspirations?

VI. RECOMMENDATIONS
To assist the MBHA scholarship board in the selection of scholarship recipients, please provide two written recommendations. 

Letters of recommendation must be dated after Jan. 14, 2022.

CERTIFICATION
I certify that all information contained in this nomination form is true and factual. I agree that MBHA may use my name and 

likeness and any other information or materials provided by me in connection to this organization for purposes of news, publicity 
and advertising mail media, including but not limited to, print and electronic media and Internet web-sites.

Signature of Applicant: ________________________________________________________________________________

Submit the following unfolded 
in a manila envelope:

1. Scholarship Application Form 

2. Complete Narrative

3. Two Letters of Recommendation

4. Official High School or College/Technical Institute Transcript 

• Individual must have a G.P.A. of 2.0 or better.

• Mail  Application to:   Saundra May, 565 East Sheldon Street ,  Gaylord,  MI  49735.  (Please call  
248-854-6273 with any questions prior to submission date.)

• Successful recipients will receive a single one-time scholarship and will be asked to attend our annual convention in March. 
Recipient will receive a free ticket to the convention and banquet.

• Scholarship money may be used only to attend a college or technical institute.  MBHA sends all award money directly to 
the institution. 

MBHA/Bill Walker - Scholarship Application
Application Deadline: December 31, 2022
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New Member Sign-up & Renewal

Sponsoring Member ______________________________________________  

New Member ___________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________

City ___________________________________________________________

Phone  Day (_____)___________________  Night (_____)_______________

Email _________________________________________________________

We need your help to strengthen the Michigan Bear Hunters Association and Michigan Bear Hunters Conservation Association.  
Sign up your friends and relatives and invite them to go hunting with you or to one of many MBHA - Sponsored events.  As an added 
incentive, for every new member you sign up, your name will be entered into a drawing to win. Once we have 15 names in the hat 
we'll draw for a winner at one of our bi-monthly meetings. The winner will receive two dinner tickets to our annual convention.  Mail 
your membership to:  Phil Hewitt,  7796 Ainsworth Rd. Lake Odessa, MI 48849

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

MBHA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT Shafer, Keith ..................... Central Lake, MI ...............(231)313-3529 .................. kshafer@mibearhunters.org

VICE-PRESIDENT Keller, Elijah ............................Tustin, MI .....................(231)429-6698 ................... ekeller@mibearhunters.org

TREASURER Butcher, Chuck ...................... Gaylord, MI ...................(989)732-1449 ................ cbutcher@mibearhunters.org

SECRETARY Patton, Laura .....................East Jordan, MI ................(231)676-3029 ................... lpatton@mibearhunters.org

MEMBERSHIP Hewitt, Phil ........................Lake Odessa, MI ...............(616)862-2901 ...................phewitt@mibearhunters.org

BEAR FACTS EDITOR Skinner, Victor ..................... Muskegon, MI .................(315)525-8069 ..................... editor@mibearhunters.org

PAST PRESIDENTS Hewitt, Phil ........................Lake Odessa, MI ...............(616)862-2901 ...................phewitt@mibearhunters.org
  McVannel, Brett ................ Johannesburg, MI ..............(989)370-1848 ....................cowboys1971@yahoo.com
	 	 Huff,	Rusty ....................... Johannesburg, MI ..............(989)786-4060 ............................huffc40@hotmail.com
	 	 Huff,	Troy ......................... Johannesburg, MI ..............(989)731-0732 ............................hufft1010@gmail.com

DIRECTORS Sherry, Matthew .....................Allegan, MI ....................(616)610-7612 ....................matth00sherry@gmail.com
  Congdon, Jason ..................Pinconning, MI .................(989)295-6680 ............... jcondgon@mibearhunters.org
  Davis, Jim ........................... Applegate, MI .................(810)404-2950 ..................... jdavis@mibearhunters.org
  Dawson, Doug .......................Bellaire, MI ....................(231)633-0149 ................ddawson@mibearhunters.org
  Dollaway, Tyler .......................Bellaire, MI ....................(231)350-3710 ............... tdollaway@mibearhunters.org
  Druckenmiller, Brian .......... Central Lake, MI ...............(231)330-1740 .......bdruckenmiller@mibearhunters.org
  Hopp, Brett ............................ Gaylord, MI ...................(989)710-1045 ...........................brett.hopp@gmail.com
	 	 Huff,	Blake	 ...................... Johannesburg, MI ..............(989)464-5751  .....................bhuff@mibearhunters.org
	 	 Huff,	Keith ........................ Johannesburg, MI ..............(989)732-3180 ................ sherryandkeithh@yahoo.com
  Kintner, Tony ........................ Fife Lake, MI ..................(231)499-8706 .................. tkintner@mibearhunters.org
  Krepps, Craig .......................... Leroy, MI .....................(906)630-1951 ................. ckrepps@mibearhunters.org
  Kwapis, Elisa ........................... Leroy, MI .....................(989)370-5502 ................. ekwapis@mibearhunters.org
  Kwapis, Stan .................... Johannesburg, MI ..............(989)350-1383 ................. skwapis@mibearhunters.org
	 	 Lansing,	Rex	 ..........................Attica, MI .....................(810)656-5685 ................. rlansing@mibearhunters.org
  May, Sandy ........................... Gaylord, MI ...................(248)854-6273 .................. tenyeardegree@yahoo.com
  Patton, Laura .....................East Jordan, MI ................(231)676-3029 ................... lpatton@mibearhunters.org
  Schaub, Kevin .....................Mancelona, MI .................(231)624-0066 .................kschaub@mibearhunters.org
  Schneider, Delynne ............. Beaverton, MI .................(989)205-8349 ............ dschneider@mibearhunters.org
  Tice, Shawn ............................ Filion, MI .....................(989)975-6844 .......................stice@mibearhunters.org
	 	 Wiltse,	Ranelle ..................... Ellsworth, MI  .................(231)675-8524 ....................rwiltse@mibearhunters.org

   Youth membership: $15

   Single Membership: $25

   Family Membership: $40

   Single Family Membership: $350

   Family Life Membership: $500
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Children's Clothing
T-Shirts  Small to XLarge                                 $10.00
Hooded Sweatshirts   Small to Xlarge          $25.00 
Crew Sweatshirts  Small to XLarge               $20.00 

Item Description Color Size Quantity Price Each

Subtotal
6% Michigan State Sales Tax Shipping
is included in merchandise prices Total
Name 
Address
City State Zip
Phone email
Please make checks payable to:  
Michigan Bear Hunters Conservation Association (MBHCA)
Send Orders to:  Rex Lansing 734 North Force Rd Attica, MI 48412 
Email questions to rlansing@mibearhunters.org

$25.01 - $50.00                                                 $9.95                         
$50.01 - $75.00                                                 $11.95
$75.01 - $100.00                                              $12.95
$100.01 - $150.00                                            $14.95
$150.01 and up                                                $16.95 

Order Form

Small to Xlarge                                                  $20.00

Clothing colors available:  
           Grey, Black, Dark Green, Navy & Orange
Adult T-Shirts
Small to XLarge                                                    $16.00
2XLarge to 3XLarge                                             $20.00 
 

Adult Crew Sweatshirts
Small to XLarge                                                  $25.00              
2XLarge to 3XLarge                                           $30.00               

Hats
Mesh Hats                                                                          $18.00
     Orange&Grey       Pink&Grey        Camo&Tan
    Grey&White    Grey&Black

Adult Long Sleeve T-Shorts

Water Bottle 32 oz Green&Black Stainless Steel    $18.00

License Plate         Stainless Steel                                 $35.00
Patch                                                                                   $7.00

Embroidered Hat        Orange                                         $18.00
Cups
Coffee Mug 18 oz Black Stainless Steel                     $13.00
Tumbler 12 oz Black Stainless Steel                           $13.00
Tumbler 20 oz Blue Stainless Steel                             $16.00                    

Michigan Bear Hunters Association Promotional Merchandise
Order On Line at www.mibearhunters.org

Click the Store Tab for more details

Total Price

2XLarge to 3XLarge                                          $22.00        order amount                                                shipping cost                         
$0.00 - $25.00                                                   $8.95

Adult Hooded Sweatshirts
Small to XLarge                                                   $30.00
2XLarge to 3XLarge                                            $35.00

Window Decal                                                                   $2.00
                                 Shipping Calculation

License Plate          White                                                 $7.00
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