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5 TOP  
COLLEGES  
IN EUROPE
Affordable, Accessible, World-Class…  
and taught entirely in English!



 WELCOME TO THE 
GREAT ESCAPE

I wanted my kids to have a diverse group of friends in college. I wanted them to enhance their 
critical thinking skills. I wanted them to have opportunities to explore the world and continue to 
develop the qualities of a global citizen. I wanted them to gain skills and knowledge that would 
help them in their future careers. And I wanted to find a path to this that didn't involve the college 
admissions rat-race mentality or require us to take out a second mortgage on our house! 

When I discovered that there are options for students to obtain their full bachelor's degree in 
Europe, with no foreign language skills required, I was intrigued. There are actually over 3,400 
bachelor's and 8,200 master's 100% English-taught programs offered by universities throughout 
Europe, with an average tuition of around $8,000 per year and hundreds of options under $4,000... 
not to mention over 1,000+ programs in our database that are tuition free-even for international 
students! 

I created Beyond the States after visiting universities in Europe, learning about the education 
systems and admissions requirements of the various European countries, and meeting with 
students and administrators to learn what I knew other parents would want to know when 
considering these options. 

What follows is just a taste of the incredible, low-cost options in Europe! Of course, the savings are 
even more tremendous when compared to out-of-state or private universities in the US. I've also 
included answers to frequently asked questions I get about admissions requirements, quality, 
employability, and more. I hope you enjoy this list and that it gets you excited about the fabulous 
options that are indeed within your reach! 

Jenn Viemont | Founder at Beyond the States

Like many parents, I found myself stressing about college 
before my kids had even started high school. There were a ton 
of specific concerns I had, including sky-high tuition, 
seemingly impossible to attain admissions standards, social 
issues on campuses (like binge drinking, sexual assault, and 
the growing mental health crisis), the percentage of students 
taking six years to complete a four-year degree, and the poor 
employment outcomes after graduation.

https://beyondthestates.com/


 

# 1
NORWEGIAN UNIVERSITY 
OF LIFE SCIENCES
The Norwegian University of Life Sciences is located just outside of Oslo, Norway. Their English-
taught International Environment and Developmental Studies program is a popular choice 
among students due to its multidisciplinary focus on sustainability.

The program is 3 years in duration and currently has no 
tuition*. Students "examine societal and environmental 
change in a historical, comparative, and global perspective. 
The program considers the specificity of different societies in 
terms of history, ecology, culture, and technology. A great deal 
of attention is given to social justice, environmental 
sustainability, ecological and social resilience, political 
ecology, natural resource management, resource conflicts, 
development policies and politics, the effects of planned 
development interventions, and gender and development 
issues." *Free tuition for international students at Norway's 
public universities may be changing - stay tuned with Beyond 
the States for any updates to this. 

The school also encourages students to participate in one-
month field courses held in Tanzania and India. 

While tuition is currently free in Norway, the high cost of living 
can offset this benefit. However, the Norwegian University of 
Life Sciences provides housing in shared student residences 
starting at around $400 per month, making it a more 
affordable option.

INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENT AND 
DEVELOPMENTAL STUDIES

Explore 11,600 More Options

https://beyondthestates.com/


 

# 2
TALLIN UNIVERSITY OF 
TECHNOLOGY
Tallinn University of Technology (TTU) in Tallinn, Estonia offers a three-year Cyber Security Engineering 

program costing $6,321 in annual tuition for international students outside the EU. Estonia is widely 

recognized as a leader in cyber security, making TTU an ideal destination for students interested in this 

field. In fact, the country is home to NATO's Cyber Defense Center.

Through its program, TTU equips students with the 
skills they need to design, operate, and manage 
secure IT systems. This includes training in networking, 
services, programming techniques, and penetration 
testing. Upon graduation, students are prepared to 
enter a job market that currently has 3.5 million 
unfilled cybersecurity positions. 

In addition to its strong academic offerings, Tallinn is 
an attractive city for international students. It has a 
high English proficiency and is known for its safety 
and affordability. Public transportation and Wi-Fi 
access are free, and the Tallinn airport has been ranked 
among the best in Europe. These factors, combined 
with its convenient location for exploring the rest of 
Europe, make Tallinn a hidden gem for international 
students. 

CYBER SECURITY ENGINEERING

Explore 11,600 More Options

https://beyondthestates.com/


 

# 3
COPENHAGEN BUSINESS 
SCHOOL
Copenhagen Business School (CBS) is located in, you got it, Copenhagen, Denmark and is one of only 

86 schools worldwide to hold the "triple crown" of international business school accreditations. They 

offer several English-taught bachelor's programs, many of which are interdisciplinary. 

One such program is International Business and Politics, 
which teaches students how economic and political forces are 
shaping the globalized world and how businesses adapt their 
strategies to meet these challenges. In the Business 
Administration and Sociology program, students learn to 
understand companies and organizations in their context and 
how to analyze the impact of the strategic decisions they 
make. 

The Business, Language and Culture program teaches 
students how to do business internationally while also 
studying a foreign language and culture, such as German, 
French, or Spanish. Similarly, the Business, Asian Language 
and Culture program focuses on doing business in China and 
learning Chinese language skills. 

Copenhagen is regularly ranked as one of the world's most 
livable cities and is a great place to live and study. The city has 
all the amenities you would expect from a large city, but has a 
smaller town feel and is extremely safe. Additionally, biking is 
the main mode of transportation, with more bicycles than 
people in Copenhagen. Tuition for these programs is $11,803 
per year. 

INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS AND POLITICS

Explore 11,600 More Options

https://beyondthestates.com/


 

# 4
VRIJE UNIVERSITY 
AMSTERDAM
Unique interdisciplinary programs always capture my attention, and the History & International 
Studies program at VU is one, with annual tuition fees of $9,622.

This 3-year program, in the dynamic and international city 
of Amsterdam, approaches the understanding of societal 
challenges from a combined history and social sciences 
perspective. 

VU Amsterdam is a renowned research university, offering 
scholarship opportunities and other financial aid 
opportunities for international students.  

The Netherlands is a great country for international 
students to consider. It was the first non-English speaking 
country in Europe to offer higher education programs in 
English and currently offers the greatest number of 
English-taught bachelor's programs in Europe, with over 
420 options. The country is known for its tolerance and 
liberalism, and is consistently ranked among the happiest 
countries in the world. Additionally, the Netherlands has 
the highest English proficiency of any non-Anglophone 
country, making it an accessible destination for 
international students.

HISTORY & INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 
PROGRAM

Explore 11,600 More Options

https://beyondthestates.com/


 

# 5
ANGLO-AMERICAN 
UNIVERSITY

The Anglo-American University in Prague, Czech Republic offers a 3-year program in 
Humanities, Society, and Culture with annual tuition fees of $11,800.

The university, which is named for its use of English and American-
style teaching, has WASC accreditation and a diverse student body 
representing over 70 nationalities, with 20% Czech and 20% 
American students. 

The Humanities, Society, and Culture program at AAU is 
multidisciplinary and explores modern social issues through a range 
of fields, including philosophy, religion, history, anthropology, gender 
studies, cultural studies, and the arts and literature. Students begin 
with required courses in subjects like European history, law, 
economics, communication, computer information systems, politics, 
sociology, psychology, philosophy, and literature. After completing 
these courses, they can choose electives in areas such as art and 
architecture, philosophy and religion, history, and cultural studies, 
with options like "The Jewish Experience in Central Europe" and 
"Jews and Gypsies in Modern Europe." 

Overall, AAU offers a unique and comprehensive approach to studying 
the humanities, with an international perspective and access to the 
vibrant and affordable city of Prague. 

Head here to learn more about this school’s rankings and 
accreditations, admissions requirements, financial aid and student 
housing options, student life, and city and country particulars, for 
international students. 

HUMANITIES, SOCIETY, AND CULTURE

Explore 11,600 More Options

https://beyondthestates.com/
https://beyondthestates.com/get-started


READY TO 
EXPLORE 
COLLEGE IN 
EUROPE?

If you're considering studying abroad, Europe is an incredible 
option. Not only do many of its top colleges offer English-
taught programs, but studying in Europe also provides a 
unique and enriching experience that can set you apart in the 
job market after graduation.

ACCESS 11,600 ENGLISH-
TAUGHT PROGRAMS
Beyond the States is a membership program 
that gives you access to a list of the best 
colleges in Europe for international students. 
These schools offer a wide range of programs, 
covering most areas of study, from business and 
economics to environmental studies and cyber 
security engineering. With a Beyond the States 
membership, you can explore all of these 
options and find the perfect fit for your interests 
and career goals. 

Not only will studying in Europe give you a 
valuable international perspective and improve 
your language skills, but it will also provide you 
with a wealth of soft skills, such as adaptability 
and cultural competence, that are highly sought 
after by employers.  

Sign up for a Beyond the States membership 
today and open up a world of possibilities for 
your future.

"I cannot thank you enough for what you have done for our daughter.  When she told me 
she wanted to go to Europe for school, I thought there was no way.  I started doing 
research and found you and BTS.   From there we signed her up for master classes, 

scoured the data base and found the greatest community of parents in various stages of 
education in the EU.  We could not have done this without Beyond the States!"

GET INSTANT ACCESS

https://beyondthestates.com/
https://beyondthestates.com/get-started
https://beyondthestates.com/get-started
https://beyondthestates.com/resources/career-benefits-of-studying-in-europe
https://beyondthestates.com/resources/career-benefits-of-studying-in-europe


 

9
ADMISSIONS ARE A 
BREEZE IN EUROPE
One of the great things about higher education in Europe is its accessible and transparent 
admissions process. In most cases, students are accepted to a program as long as they meet the 
established requirements, and then have to prove their ability to succeed during the first year.

While some programs and schools may require specific scores 
on exams like the SAT or ACT, these are the exception rather than 
the rule. In general, European universities do not place a heavy 
emphasis on standardized test scores, and many do not require 
them at all. Instead, they focus on the student's overall academic 
record and potential for success in the program.

In fact, in some countries, American students may be required to 
have a certain number of Advanced Placement (AP) scores in 
order to have their high school diploma considered equivalent 
to a European one. However, these requirements are relatively 
rare; upwards of 80% of the programs in our database DON’T 
have AP requirements. But also of note, the International 
Baccalaureate (IB) diploma is generally accepted as meeting 
admissions requirements in most places in Europe. 

The admissions process in Europe can be a great relief for 
students and families, as it allows students to explore their 
interests and passions without being tied to a narrow academic 
focus. It also allows for a more balanced lifestyle, with time for 
work, extracurricular activities, and family life. Ultimately, the 
admissions process in Europe can be a key factor in ensuring a 
successful and fulfilling higher education experience.

START YOUR SEARCH TODAY

https://beyondthestates.com/
https://beyondthestates.com/type/admissions
https://beyondthestates.com/type/admissions
https://beyondthestates.com/resources/the-fight-against-the-us-admissions-rat-race
https://beyondthestates.com/resources/the-fight-against-the-us-admissions-rat-race


 

1 0
NO FOREIGN  
LANGUAGE REQUIRED
If you're considering studying abroad in Europe but don't know a foreign language, you're in 
luck! Many of the programs listed in our database are taught 100% in English, making them 
accessible to international students who are proficient in English.

These programs exist to allow European 
universities to internationalize and attract students 
from around the world, even if their main language 
is not widely spoken. By offering programs in 
English, they can draw a diverse group of students 
who share a common language but have different 
backgrounds and perspectives. This creates a 
unique and enriching learning environment both 
inside and outside the classroom. 

Additionally, studying abroad in Europe without 
knowing a foreign language allows you to form 
strong bonds with your classmates, who are likely 
also studying outside their home country for the 
first time. These shared experiences can lead to 
lifelong friendships and a shared sense of global 
citizenship. So don't let a lack of foreign language 
skills hold you back from studying in Europe!

START SEARCHING

https://beyondthestates.com/resources/global-citizenship-the-biggest-benefit-to-college-in-europe
https://beyondthestates.com/resources/global-citizenship-the-biggest-benefit-to-college-in-europe
https://beyondthestates.com/
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WILL A DEGREE FROM 
EUROPE WORK IN THE US?
At Beyond the States, we understand that one of the main concerns for students considering 
studying abroad is whether their degree will be recognized and valued in the US.

Rest assured, all of the schools listed in our database offer 
accredited full degree programs that are recognized globally. In 
today's interconnected world, employers and graduate schools are 
familiar with candidates who have received an international 
education. 

Additionally, there’s a common misconception that the overall 
higher education system in the US is superior to other countries. 
This belief is often based on global rankings, which are largely 
determined by research-related criteria. As a result, many excellent 
schools in Europe are ineligible for ranking, either because they are 
not research-focused or because of their size. Furthermore, 
research-related criteria has little to do with the undergraduate 
experience. In fact, there are significant problems with learning 
outcomes at many US universities.  

Check out our newly updated Beyond the States Best Colleges in 
Europe Rankings 

In short, a degree from a European university is just as "good" as 
one from a US institution. Don't let concerns about recognition or 
quality hold you back from pursuing an international education.  

Sign up for a Beyond the States membership to access our 
comprehensive database of top European colleges and start 
planning your dream study abroad experience today.

FIND YOUR BEST FIT

https://beyondthestates.com/
https://beyondthestates.com/podcasts/will-a-european-degree-work-for-me-in-the-us
https://beyondthestates.com/rankings
https://beyondthestates.com/get-started
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THE IMPACT OF STUDYING IN 
EUROPE ON EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES
Studying in Europe can have a significant impact on your employment prospects after 
graduation. Many European schools require internships as part of their programs, providing 
students with valuable real-world experience in their field of study

 According to the Collegiate Employment Research Institute, 
around 50% of interns are hired as full-time employees after 
graduation, and in some fields this number is closer to 75%.

Additionally, many international companies, such as Google, BP, 
JP Morgan, Accenture, AIG, Deloitte, Bayer, Cisco, and BMW, offer 
internships in their European locations. These opportunities are 
not limited to business-related fields, but also include 
internships in engineering, science, and other areas of study. 

In addition to providing concrete experience, studying in Europe 
can also develop valuable soft skills that are highly sought after 
by employers. Students who have studied abroad are 
comfortable with cultural differences and have experience 
working in diverse groups. They are also often adaptable, 
flexible, and experienced in navigating unfamiliar situations, 
which can lead to success in the workplace. 

In fact, a recent study by the Institute of International Education 
found that studying abroad for longer periods of time has a high 
impact on both job offers and job advancement. So if you're 
considering studying in Europe, not only will you gain a valuable 
international perspective and improve your language skills, but 
you'll also be well-positioned for success in the job market after 
graduation.

GET STARTED

https://beyondthestates.com/podcasts/the-workplace-of-the-future-demands-these-soft-skills
https://beyondthestates.com/resources/career-benefits-of-studying-in-europe
https://beyondthestates.com/resources/internships-the-ultimate-advantage-of-college-in-europe
https://beyondthestates.com/


 

1 3HOW DO I GET STARTED 
WITH BEYOND THE STATES?
If you're ready to explore the exciting possibilities of studying abroad in Europe, Beyond the 
States is here to help. Our monthly membership, and other offerings, make the process easy and 
enjoyable. With no long-term commitment and the option to cancel at any time, a premium 
membership is just $49 per month and includes access to our searchable database, our series of 
self-paced courses, and access to our private member Facebook group.

We also offer optional add-ons to 
enhance your experience, such as our 
popular Best Fit List service, which is 
personalized to your interests, 
qualifications, budget, and preferences. 
Additionally, our mini-courses and 
motivation letter reviews can provide you 
with the tools and support you need to 
start your journey on the right foot. 

Sign up for a Beyond the States 
membership today and take the first step 
towards achieving your dream of 
studying abroad in Europe. Let us help 
you discover the world of possibilities 
waiting for you.

GET STARTED

https://beyondthestates.com/get-started
https://beyondthestates.com/get-started
https://beyondthestates.com/get-started
https://beyondthestates.com/get-started
https://beyondthestates.com/


WHY USE BEYOND THE STATES 
FOR YOUR RESEARCH?

1 4

If you're tired of sifting through endless search results and 

sponsored listings on Google, only to end up with a cluttered list 

of potential programs, we get it... We understand the frustration 

of trying to find reputable, accredited, and English-taught college 

degrees in Europe. That's why we've done the hard work for you. 

Every program on our database 
has been vetted to ensure it 
meets strict accreditation and 
language requirements. And 
because schools can't submit or 
sponsor their programs with us, 
your college search remains 
free from scams and bias. With 
our affordable monthly pricing 
at just $49, we save you time 
and money in your search for 
the perfect program. But the 
main potential benefit is that 
you find an affordable degree 
that leads to incredible 

employment opportunities and 
life-changing experiences. 

Sign up for a Beyond the States 
membership today and start 
exploring your options for 
studying abroad in Europe.

Get Started

https://beyondthestates.com/get-started
https://beyondthestates.com/


YOU’RE NOT ALONE - MORE AND MORE 
STUDENTS ARE PURSUING DEGREES IN 
EUROPE…

Many students are drawn to the unique opportunities and experiences that 

European colleges have to offer. However, finding English-taught programs can 

be a daunting and time-consuming task, and the cost of higher education in the 

United States can be overwhelming.

As a parent, you want the best for your child, 
including a high-quality education that 
prepares them for a successful future. But with 
rising tuition costs and increasing competition 
for admission to top schools, it can be 
overwhelming to navigate the college 
admissions process.  

That's where Beyond the States comes in. 
We've created a database of hand-picked 
European programs that are taught entirely in 
English, so you can easily explore your options 
and find the perfect fit for your interests and 
goals. 

Our goal is to make the process of researching 
study abroad programs simple and stress-free, 
so you can focus on what really matters: your 
education and future.

At Beyond the States, we believe that higher 
education should be accessible and affordable. 
We want to help you take the headache and 
heartache out of researching study abroad 
programs, so you can pursue your dreams 
without worrying about debt. 

Join us today and start exploring the exciting 
possibilities of studying in Europe. We've done 
the research and legwork to provide you with 
all the information you need to make an 
informed decision about studying abroad in 
Europe. 

Get Started

https://beyondthestates.com/get-started
https://beyondthestates.com/get-started
https://beyondthestates.com/

