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Hi, I’m Jenn Viemont and I’m glad you’re exploring 

master’s degree programs in Europe! There are 

some really incredible English-taught options that 

are affordable and can lead to great opportunities 

during and after studies. This guide will answer 

many of your initial questions and show you some 

exciting specific opportunities!  

I started Beyond the States in 2015 when I learned 

about English-taught bachelor’s degree programs 

in continental Europe. I was exploring this option for 

my son, who is now a student at Leiden University in 

the Netherlands, and realized there was no single 

source of objective information. Up until now we 

have focused on bachelor’s degree studies but, due 

to popular demand, we have added information about master’s degree programs to our 

offerings.  

Prior to starting Beyond the States, I assumed that an international student would have 

to know a foreign language to study in Europe. I certainly had no idea that, in non-

Anglophone countries in Europe, there are hundreds of universities offering more than 

8000 full master’s degree programs conducted entirely in English—no foreign language 

skills needed. Everything from the courses to the readings to the assignments are in 

English. The average tuition for these programs is less than $8000 per year!  

With so many options it can be difficult to know where to start. The admissions criteria 

and processes may be confusing, you may have questions about the educational quality 

and degree recognition, or the logistics involved…. 

We’ve made navigating these options easy and fun! I visit schools regularly to learn about 

programs and bring first-hand information to our community of members. Unlike other 

portals, we don’t accept any compensation from the schools which allows us to be 

objective, comprehensive, and honest about what I learn.  

Coming up are three key reasons more and more students are choosing to study in 

Europe.
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According to FinAid.org, the average cost for 

master’s degree programs in the US ranges from 

$30,000-120,000 which depends on whether a 

student is paying in statue tuition, out of state or 

private tuition. Given that the average student 

completes their bachelor’s degree with $33,310 of 

debt, taking on the expense of graduate school 

can be cost prohibitive.  

Education costs are much lower in Europe than 

the US. There are over 8000 English-taught 

master’s degree programs with an average tuition 

of under $8000 per year. More than 800 are 

tuition free – even for international students.  

Of course, if you are eligible for an EU passport, 

 your costs will be even lower, as countries in 

continental Europe do not have the residency 

requirement that places like the UK and Ireland 

do.  

Here’s another big advantage of going to Europe 

for grad school: the one-year master’s degree. In 

many instances, you can get a master’s degree in 

just a year.  

In the Beyond the States database, there are 

more than 1150 master’s programs that are one 

year in duration. If you are on a tight budget, you 

would do well to focus the 143 one-year programs 

that offer tuition between 0 and $5,000, then 

begin looking at places with an affordable cost of 

living for students. 

Save a (massive) bundle.
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Become a lean, mean career machine.

Applicants to European universities will almost always 

be required to have a major in a related field of study. 

You usually won’t be admitted to a psychology 

program, for instance, with a major in business (I’ll talk 

more about this in the FAQ at the end of this guide). 

The benefit is that all students come to the program 

with a certain base knowledge of the topic which 

allows the program to dig deep into the content from 

day one.  

Further, internships and field experiences are often 

emphasized and sometimes required. Given that 

employers hire 50-70% of their interns (depending on 

the field), this is a huge advantage. Internships 

opportunities include those with multinational 

companies like BP, Google, Accenture, and Deloitte. 

Of course there are exciting possibilities with Europe 

specific institutions like the International Criminal 

Courts, the World Health Organization, The UN, or 

NATO’s Cyber Defense Center.  

Getting a degree overseas builds skills that are 

desired by employers and helps you to stand out in the 

job market. Today, employers are looking to hire 

people with the soft skills who can excel in cross-

functional teams with people from different 

backgrounds. Since the English-taught degree 

programs contain students from all around the world, 

students gain valuable experience working with 

people who have different perspectives and 

experiences. The experience of living outside of one’s 

country develops traits like flexibility, adaptability, and 

comfort navigating unfamiliar experiences – all of 

which are sought after by employers. This isn’t just 

anecdotal; a recent study by the Institute of 

International Education found that studying abroad for 

longer periods of time has a high impact on job offers, 

as well as job advancement. 
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Upgrade to global citizenship.

The obvious international experience consists of 

living outside of your home country, but this is 

only one of many opportunities for international 

exposure! Language learning can be an 

international experience itself and international 

students are offered opportunities to learn the 

language of their new country. This can occur in a 

classroom setting and/ or through programs like 

Language Buddies and Language Cafés, where 

students practice conversational skills with 

native speakers. Some study programs involve a 

focus on a specific region of the world, so 

students also learn the language of that area. 

These programs usually offer an internship or 

study abroad in that particular region, which 

gives the student many opportunities to develop 

and apply their language learning in real-world 

situations.  

International students have classmates and 

friends from around the world. The cultural 

differences between a student from Atlanta, 

Georgia and one from Tbilisi, Georgia are striking. 

These contrasts are recognized, openly 

discussed, and valued. Though there are 

differences in background, there are meaningful 

common experiences and values among 

international students. They are all living outside 

of their home country, which is a significant and 

life-changing experience. Further, most of these 

students have values associated with global 

citizenship, which connects them on a very deep 

level.  
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There are many opportunities for travel as well. 

Europe is compact with wonderful train systems, 

and many budget airlines. I recently stayed in 

Vienna, made easy day trips by train to schools 

within Austria, as well as those in the Czech 

Republic, Hungary, and Slovakia. Of course, 

developing friendships with others from around 

the world often provides travel opportunities and 

a couch to crash on during travels as well!  

There is also the opportunity to study abroad 

while you are studying abroad! The EU sees study 

abroad as aligned with their policy agendas for 

growth, jobs, equality, and social inclusion and 

has developed the Erasmus+ program to 

encourage student mobility. This program allows 

all students-including master’s degree students-

to spend time in another county. In addition to 

programs that support completing a semester 

abroad, they also provide Erasmus Mundus 

programs. These are really interesting and often 

multidisciplinary master’s degree programs that 

are developed and implemented by a consortium 

of higher education institutions in at least two 

different countries. Students study in at least 

two countries and receive a joint degree from the 

universities of the consortium. There are more 

than 100 of these programs that are conducted 

entirely in English. There are options for just 

about every field of study that you can think of: 

Agriculture, Arts, Design, Humanities, Social 

Sciences, Health Sciences, Computer Science 

and Technology, Business, and more. These 

programs are relevant to today’s issues and often 

involve professionals from related companies 

which helps students understand how to apply 

the knowledge – not to mention network! Any one 

of these benefits would provide a compelling 

reason to explore the options outside of the 

United States and it is imprudent not to consider 

other possibilities. Even if you ultimately end up 

choosing a school in the US, knowing these 

options will help you make an informed decision 

instead of one that is made due to lack of 

alternatives.  

What follows is a taste of the incredible options in 

Europe. All in this guide are less than $3500 * per 

year, which is unheard of in the US! I’ve also 

included answers to the frequently asked 

questions I get about admissions requirements, 

employability, educational quality, and more. I 

hope you enjoy this list and that it gets you 

excited about the fabulous options that are 

within your reach!  

“I was confused about my options before I ran into 
Beyond the States, then I found a ton of options in 
the database. I applied to 3 schools in Europe and 
I’ll be saving thousand a year! Beyond the States 

gave us the confidence and knowledge to make the 
best decision of my life. I am so thankful!

”
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People usually think of 

Germany when considering 

public universities that 

offer free tuition to 

international students. 

There are actually a handful 

of countries that offer this 

benefit and Norway is one 

of them. And what better 

way to learn about 

international business than 

in an international 

environment? This two-

year program provides “students with insights and understandings of 

the opportunities and challenges that multinational firms, such as, 

Nestlé, Orkla, Lenovo, Telenor, AirB&B etc. face in the global 

environment.” The Norwegian School of Economics holds both EQUIS 

and AMBA accreditations. These are extra international accreditations 

that business schools can seek which look at quality indicators beyond 

those required for standard accreditation.  

The Norwegian School of Economics offers eight English-conducted 

master’s degree programs. Tuition for each of the programs is €0. 

International Business
3 years in duration, $0 tuition 
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Technical University of Munich is 

ranked in the top 100 of global 

university rankings- and they have 

free tuition! This program “focuses 

on the interfaces between human 

biology, nutritional science and 

medicine. It prepares graduates to 

meet high standards of 

professional excellence in 

academic research as well as in the 

global food and pharmaceutical 

industries. The curriculum is based on an interdisciplinary approach to 

current topics in modern nutrition and biomedicine. Its key features are 

the development, prevention and treatment of complex nutrition-

related diseases such as obesity, type 2 diabetes, atherosclerosis, 

gastrointestinal diseases, and cancer. Students will gain a profound 

understanding of chemical and microbial food components and their 

impact on the human organism. They will acquire a broad spectrum of 

modern laboratory techniques as applied in experimental and clinical 

research in the nutrition and biomedical sciences.” This is a two-year 

program with free tuition, though students pay about €122 each 

semester which covers their student union fees as well as their public 

transportation pass.  

Technical University of Munich offers 32 English conducted master’s 

degree programs- all with free tuition! 

Nutrition and Biomedicine
3 years in duration, $0 tuition 
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Luxembourg is a small 

country, about the size of 

Rhode Island, which allows 

easy exploration of its 

bordering countries- Belgium, 

France, and Germany. The 

university is fairly young, 

founded in 2003, but has 

already established a 

presence internationally.  

Sustainability is a sub-topic 

that is integrated into many 

programs of study at 

European Universities. This 

particular program “provides engineering students with a comprehensive 

understanding of all relevant aspects of the product creation process. The 

courses cover market segment definition, product designing and calculation, 

product manufacturing and product recycling and re-use. The classes 

include all aspects of sustainable product creation and have an 

interdisciplinary scope with mechanical and electrical know how.”  

Fun fact- 95% of their engineering students find employment within six 

months of graduating! This program is two years in duration and costs €400 

per year. 

The University of Luxembourg offers 17 English conducted master’s degree 

programs that range from €0-4000 per year. Only three of the programs cost 

more than €400.

International Business and Politics
2 years in duration, €400 per year
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Even a program that 

sounds as 

straightforward as 

Environmental Science is 

often multidisciplinary in 

nature! Of course, 

science related classes 

make up the bulk of this 

program, but students 

also take courses in 

legislation, policy and 

economics in order to 

learn what is needed to 

solve the challenges 

around the problems pertaining to environmental issues. “The 

programme emphasizes a rigorous process level understanding of 

important problems in environmental science to learn how to analyse 

the complex earth system. Therefore, scientific methods of earth 

sciences, physical geography, life sciences, chemistry, physics and 

mathematics are used.”  

This highly reputable university was founded in 1365, making it the 

oldest university in Austria and Germany.  

The University of Vienna offers 16 English-taught master’s degree 

programs that cost €1454 per year. The two-year Environmental Science 

program costs €1454 per year. 

Environmental Science
2 years in duration, €1454 tuition 
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The small country of 

Liechtenstein is 

nestled between 

Switzerland and 

Austria, right in the 

heart of the Alps. Can 

you imagine the views 

you would enjoy on a 

daily basis? Students 

at this smaller 

university come from 

60 different countries, 

providing a rich international environment.  

The Architecture program covers a number of foundational 

programs and then allows students the freedom to choose their 

focus through studio work, labs, electives, hands on pro bono 

projects, and research work. This provides a great balance of 

theoretical and practical knowledge acquisition.  

The University of Liechtenstein offers three English taught 

master’s degree programs that cost €1666 per year. This two-year 

program costs €1666 per year. 

Architecture
2 years in duration, €1666 per year
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I love the contrast 

provided by studying high 

tech in one of the most 

historically rich cities in 

the world! This program 

“exploits the many 

opportunities brought 

about by the digital era 

and the emergence of 

“smart” networked 

infrastructures in many 

application domains 

(energy, transport, 

society, security, etc). Students will learn and experiment the various 

facets of the modern internet technologies, including, but not limiting 

to: sensing, monitoring, and cyber-physical systems; 

telecommunication and networking; software systems and services; 

cyber-security; advanced techniques for (big) data analytics and 

pattern recognition, etc”.  

Public universities in Italy work on a type of sliding scale, assigning 

tuition based on income.  

Tor Vergata University offers seven English conducted master’s degree 

programs with maximum tuition that ranges from €1000-5000 per year. 

The maximum tuition one would pay for this two-year program is €1000 

per year. 

ICT and Internet Engineering
2 years in duration, €1000 per year
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I would have trouble expressing 

how incredible Porto is. Walking 

downhill toward the Douro River 

is breathtaking; there’s nothing 

like the smell of the port wine 

cellars; and all the up and down 

hill walking make the Pernil com 

Queijo sandwich (roast pork and 

cheese) taste that much better. 

Seriously, I probably think about 

this sandwich on a monthly 

basis. Not to mention pastel de 

nata...  

Fernando Pessoa is a fairly young university, founded in 1996. The student 

body is on the smaller side, at 4243, with 16% international students. Both of 

these numbers often correlate to strong assistance and support for 

international students.  

The Criminology program “allows students to learn the most important 

aspects of contemporary crime, such as economic, environmental, and 

cybercrime, also enabling them to know more about the ethnic and gender 

motivated crimes. Also, conditions and opportunities are offered and created 

in order to trigger a reflective attitude on current crime reaction systems, and 

on its prevention mechanisms, along with the  

criminals’ social reintegration.” This two-year program costs €1925 per year. 

University Fernando Pessoa offers ten English conducted master’s degree 

programs with tuition that ranges from €1925-3120 per year. 

Criminology
2 years in duration, €1666 per year
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Leuven is a student city just 20 

minutes from Brussels. It has so 

much to offer students, that 

many end up staying after 

graduating. An example of the 

student life Leuven provides is 

the Oude Market which is 

known as “the longest bar in 

Europe”. It’s basically a large 

square in the city center lined 

with bars and restaurants-a 

great place to hang out and 

meet up with friends and 

sample the abundant options of 

a country known for beer.  

KU Leuven is almost 600 years old and is one of the oldest universities in Europe. It’s 

also one of the most prestigious universities, consistently ranked in the top 50 

universities globally. Students in the Social and Cultural Anthropology program 

“study issues such as the impact of colonization, the making and unmaking of 

identity, the relation between people and their environment and ethnicity” They 

explore questions such as: "How do people shape their religious experiences by 

using contemporary social media and mobile technology? What is the legacy of 

colonialism and in which ways does it display itself in the contemporary world? How 

do people deal with physical, symbolic, structural and emotional violence and its 

consequences? What are the effects of super-diversity on the development of a 

city? How do newly arrived migrants create kinship relationships?”  

KU Leuven offers 53 English taught master’s degree program ranging from 

€947-6000 per year. This two-year program costs €947 per year. 

Social and Cultural Anthropology
2 years in duration, €947 per year
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Before Beyond the States, I 

would have trouble naming a 

Czech city, other than  

Prague. I certainly had not 

heard of Brno, but loved my 

visit there! There are 70,000 

students in this city of 

400,000, making it a lively 

place with lots of 

opportunities for student 

life and it is consistently 

rated one of the top ten 

student cities in the world! A 

university administrator told 

me that the sense of 

community throughout Brno makes it feel like a village, though it is actually the 

Czech Republic’s second largest city. To me, Brno felt like a large campus, due to 

the abundance of universities and students throughout the city.  

Masaryk’s Conflict and Democracy Studies program is especially relevant to 

current events. It looks at “the variety of possible relationships between democracy 

(and its quality), democratization, authoritarian and totalitarian regimes and 

conflicts.” The program is a great example of how multidisciplinary studies in 

Europe can be as students explore topics from a variety of perspectives-social, 

psychological, historical,  

and cultural.  

Masaryk University offers 15 English taught master’s degree programs are ranging 

from €1900-3500 per year. This two-year program costs just €3000 per year.

Conflict and Democracy Studies
2 years in duration, €3000 per year
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Though the first word 

that comes to my mind 

when I think about 

Switzerland is fondue, 

it’s also known for it’s 

strong stance on 

sustainability. Students 

in this program at the 

University of Geneva 

explore sustainability as 

it pertains to politics, 

innovation, culture, 

education, economics, 

global justice, 

urbanization, human development and more. It doesn’t get much more 

multidisciplinary than that!  

The University of Geneva is another top 100 school, with a long and rich 

history dating back to 1559. While the cost of living is quite high in 

Switzerland (plan to budget 2k or so a month), the low tuition costs 

offset some of those expenses.  

The University of Geneva offers twelve English-taught master’s degree 

programs ranging from €928 - 3000. This two-year program costs 

€928per year. 

Innovation, Human Development, and 
Sustainability
2 years in duration, €928 per year
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What do you think?

This list may excite you. You might 

think one of them is the perfect fit, but 

many read through this list and realize 

that there are thousands more to 

choose from. Perhaps you were 

looking for law programs, or programs 

in the arts. Maybe you think that grad 

school in Europe wouldn’t be a good 

idea since you didn’t see a program of 

interest on this list.  

If either one of these apply to you, I 

encourage you to sign up for a Beyond 

the States membership. The fact is 

that there are more than 8000 English-

taught master’s degree programs in 

continental Europe. If you saw a 

program on this list that was 

interesting, there are likely dozens of 

other programs that would be just as-

or more-exciting. If you didn’t see a 

program on this list that you were 

looking for, I can almost guarantee that 

you will find it in our database. There 

are programs that represent just about 

any field of study and city you could 

think of–and more! 
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Beyond the States membership is just $49 per month and includes access to our 

searchable database, participation in regular calls with me, access to our private member 

facebook group, webinars, courses, highlighted programs, and more. There are also 

options for add ons, which include include my favorite service-a Best Fit List which is a 

handpicked list by me based on the student’s interests, qualifications, budgets, 

preferences, and more.  

The next pages hold answers to frequently asked questions I get about college in Europe. 

Of course, you are welcome to email us with questions as well at 

go@beyondthestates.com

“
When I discovered that there are 

options for students to obtain their 
full master’s degree in Europe, with 
no foreign language skills required, I 

was intrigued. ”
Unlock Access to 11,200+ Programs
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What are the 
admissions 
requirements in 
Europe?

The main requirement is that you have a certain 

number of credits, usually your major, in a related field 

of study. With a membership, you get direct access to 

the programs, including admissions information, so 

be sure to check there requirements, as the related 

fields and number of credits required are usually 

spelled out quite thoroughly. They may also require 

motivation letters, online interviews, or portfolios. 

From time to time, you will see other requirements. 

GMAT/GRE scores are generally only required for 

business related programs- and aren’t even required 

for the majority of those. Some programs may require 

a minimum GPA, entrance exam, or post- bachelor 

work experience. You will find this information on the 

program page in our database. 

Can I study in 
Europe if I don’t 
know a foreign 
language?

The programs we have listed in our database are 

taught entirely in English. The lectures, readings, 

discussions, tests and everything else in the program 

is in English. So why do these programs exist? If you 

think about it, not a whole lot of people outside of 

Finland, for example, speak Finnish. This would limit 

their options for internationalization without English- 

taught programs. They do this to draw students from 

around the world who are proficient in English. This 

means that you and all of your classmate are 

proficient in English, but likely differ in your countries 

of origin which helps students gain a rich worldview. 
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Will my degree 
work in the US? Is 
the education as 
good?

All of the schools we have listed in our 

database are accredited full degree 

programs and the degrees are internationally 

recognized. Given the globalized world we 

live in, employers are familiar with candidates 

with an international education. If you are 

studying in a field that requires professional 

accreditation, I suggest looking at the degree 

requirements listed with the accrediting 

board.  

The other thing I want to note here is that 

many of us-myself included until recently- 

hold the false belief that the overall higher 

education system in the US is superior to any 

other county. We often base this on the large 

number of US schools that are globally 

ranked. Since global rankings are based 

100% on research related criteria, a large 

number of fantastic schools in Europe are 

ineligible-either due to their size or because 

they are not research focused. That’s just to 

say that there are other quality indicators 

that are stronger and more personalized than 

rankings to use. One of our member 

webinars includes information about how to 

assess quality and make your own 

personalized ranking system. 
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How does this 
impact 
employment 
opportunities?

Networking is alive and well at European 

universities! Though you might decide you 

want to seek employment in Europe, you are 

not limited to that option since many 

multinational companies recruit at European 

universities as well.  

Many universities collaborate with 

companies when developing their programs, 

which is a win for all. The students gain the 

skills and knowledge sought by employers, 

the employers have a pool of prospective 

employees who have the skills and 

knowledge they seek, and the program has a 

strong employment rate for graduates!  

Further, the soft skills gained by studying 

abroad are all key indicators of workplace 

success. In fact, a recently study by the 

Institute of International Education found 

that studying abroad for longer periods of 

time has a high impact on job offers as well 

as job advancement. 
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started?

I would love to help you discover these 

exciting possibilities! Beyond the States 

offers monthly membership options that 

make the process fun. There is no long 

term commitment and you can cancel at 

any time. A premium membership is just 

$49 per month and includes access to our 

searchable database, access to answers 

from me in monthly office hours, 

bachelor’s specific webinars, and access 

to our private member facebook group.  

There are optional add-ons that include 

the best fit list, where a list of programs 

is handpicked by me and is personalized 

your interests, qualifications, budget, 

preferences and more. We also offer 

mini-courses, motivation letter reviews, 

and more, all tailored for students and 

parents that want to begin their journey 

on the right foot.

Become a member for access to 
11,200 English-taught European 

degrees.

Unlock Access to 11,200+ Programs
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Why not just do 
the research 
myself?

Consider our monthly pricing special at $49/

mo, and let's be conservative and say we 

save you 40 hours of research a month... 

would you rather spend this time digging 

through sites in foreign languages? What 

about all the options you'll miss out on? What 

about all the FREE programs? 

We believe your time is best spent 

researching the one program you found on 

Beyond the States. The main potential 

benefit, though, is that you find an affordable 

degree that leads to incredible employment 

opportunities and life-changing experiences.

Skip the months of research and 
find your perfect degree in 

seconds.

Unlock Access to 11,200+ Programs
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But there's no easy way to find English-taught programs without ripping your 

hair out. We believe higher education shouldn't feel like a chore, nor should it 

come with over $200k in student debt. That's why we created a database of 

hand-picked European programs taught entirely in English, so you can take 

the headache – and heartache – out of researching study abroad.

“
I was confused before BTS, then we found a ton of options in the 
database. My son applied to 3 schools in Europe and we will be 

saving thousand a year! BTS gave us the confidence and knowledge 
to make the best decision. I am so thankful!

”

So, you're thinking of getting a 
master’s in Europe...

Unlock Access to 11,200+ Programs
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English-Taught 
European Degrees 

Not feeling the vibe of US universities? 

Access the ultimate database of 11,200 

European degrees taught entirely in English.

Unlock Access to 11,200+ Programs
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