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Like many parents, I found myself stressing about college 

before my kids had even started high school. There were a 

ton of specific concerns I had which included sky-high 

tuition, seemingly impossible to attain admissions 

standards, the social issues on campuses (like binge 

drinking, opioid abuse, and sexual assault), the percentage 

of students taking six years to complete a four- year 

degree, and the poor employment outcomes after 

graduation.  

I wanted my kids to have a diverse group of friends 

in college. I wanted them to enhance their critical thinking 

skills. I wanted them to have opportunities to explore the 

world and continue to develop qualities of a global citizen. I 

wanted them to gain skills and knowledge that would help them in their future careers. And I 

wanted to find a path to this that didn’t involve the college admissions rat race mentality or 

require us to take a second mortgage out on our house!  

When I discovered that there are options for students to obtain their full bachelor’s degree in 

Europe, with no foreign language skills required, I was intrigued. There are actually over 3200 

bachelor’s and 8000 master’s English-taught programs offered by universities throughout 

Europe, with an average tuition of right around $8000 per year and hundreds of options under 

$4000… not to mention around 50 that are tuition free–even to international students!  

I created Beyond the States after visiting universities in Europe, learning about the education 

systems and admissions requirements of the various European countries, and meeting with 

students and administrators to learn what I knew other parents would want to know when 

considering these options.  

What follows is a taste of the incredible options in Europe, all of these cost less than 4 years of 

in state tuition in the US! Of course, the savings are even more tremendous if you are 

considering out of state or private universities. I’ve also included answers to frequently asked 

questions I get about admissions requirements, quality, employability and more. I hope you 

enjoy this list and that it gets you excited about the fabulous options that are indeed within 

your reach!  

-Jenn Viemont
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The Norwegian University of Life 

Sciences is located just outside of 

Oslo. Their English-taught 

International Environment and 

Developmental Studies appeals to 

many of the students I work with due 

to the multidisciplinary content and 

focus on sustainability. Students 

“examine societal and environmental 

change in a historical, comparative 

and global perspective. The program considers the specificity of 

different societies in terms of history, ecology, culture and technology. 

A great deal of attention is given to social justice, environmental 

sustainability, ecological and social resilience, political ecology, natural 

resource management, resource conflicts, development policies and 

politics, the effects of planned development interventions, and gender 

and development issues”. Additionally, the school encourages their 

students to participate in one-month field courses that are held in 

Tanzania and India.  

Often in Norway, the free tuition is off-set by the high cost of living. 

Securing housing can also be difficult in Scandinavia as a whole. Not a 

problem here though. The school provides housing in student 

residences for around 500 euros per month. 

International Environmental and 
Developmental Studies

Unlock Access to 11,200+ Programs

3 years in duration, $0 tuition 
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Cybersecurity specialists are in high 

demand both in the US and worldwide. In 

2016, the cybersecurity unemployment 

rate was 0% and there are estimates that 

there will be 3.5 million unfilled 

cybersecurity positions globally by 2021. 

Estonia is the first place I think of 

whenever I meet a student interested in 

this area of study, as they are known as 

the worldwide leaders in cyber security. 

Estonia is also the home of NATO’s Cyber Defense Center. Students in TTU’s 

Cybersecurity Engineering program benefit greatly from the Estonian 

expertise around this topic and learn skills around networking, services, 

programming techniques, and penetration testing techniques. By graduation, 

students are able to independently design, operate, and manage secure IT 

systems.  

I admit that before starting Beyond the States, I would not have been able to 

place Estonia on the map. Now it is one of my favorite places in Europe and I 

consider it a hidden gem for international students. Tallinn has incredibly high 

English proficiency, is known for its safety and is one of the most affordable 

cities in Europe. Public transportation is free as is wi-fi access throughout the 

city (internet access is an actual human right in the country). The Tallinn 

airport has been ranked the third best in Europe and top ten in the world. 

That, along with the easy ferry ride to Helsinki, make it a great starting point 

for exploring more of the world! 

Cyber Security Engineering
3 years in duration, $0 tuition 

Unlock Access to 11,200+ Programs
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If your interest is business, one of the 

interdisciplinary programs at Copenhagen 

Business School may be a great choice for 

you. CBS is one of just 86 schools worldwide 

to hold the “triple crown” of international 

business school accreditations. They have 

several English taught bachelor's options, 

many of which are interdisciplinary 

programs. International Business and 

Politics teaches students how economic 

and political forces are shaping the 

globalized world and how businesses adapt 

their strategies to meet the political challenges. In the Business Administration and 

Sociology program, students learn to understand companies and organizations in 

their context - and how to analyze the impact of the strategic decisions they make 

both within and outside the company. In Business, Language and Culture you will 

learn how to do business internationally while also studying German, French or 

Spanish language and culture. Similarly, the Business, Asian Language and Culture 

program looks at how to do business in China, as well as Chinese language skills.  

The capital, Copenhagen, is one of the world’s most livable cities and regularly 

comes top amongst rankings of the best places to live. It is one of the handful of 

places that I would move to in a hot minute, if given the opportunity! It’s a big city, 

with all the amenities you would expect, but has a smaller town feel and is an 

extremely safe place to live. It’s happy and friendly (without feeling like Stepford) 

and that energy is contagious. Just make sure to brush up on your biking before 

arriving, as that’s the main mode of transportation. There are actually more 

bicycles than people in Copenhagen! 

International Business and Politics
3 years in duration, $16400 per year

Unlock Access to 11,200+ Programs
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I often meet students who have a variety 

of interests. Many of these students are 

excited by the multidisciplinary options in 

Europe. Instead of a major and minor, 

where content is often presented in a silo, 

the subjects are merged in a meaningful 

way. There are a number of Philosophy, 

Politics, and Economics (PPE) programs 

in Europe. The University of Amsterdam 

PPLE program has an interesting and 

unique variation with their PPLE program, Politics, Psychology, Law, and 

Economics. They recognize that “not one major problem facing the world 

today – the global financial crisis, the conflict between national identity and 

migration, the debate between security and privacy – can be addressed 

without drawing on the subjects of politics, psychology, law and economics.” 

Students first study all of these areas, choosing a specialization in the 

second year.  

The Netherlands is a country that should be on the radar of all potential 

international students. It was the first non-English speaking country in 

Europe to offer higher education programs in English and currently offers the 

greatest number of English-taught bachelors programs in Europe at more 

than 350.The country has a reputation for being one of the most tolerant and 

liberal countries in Europe and is consistently ranked in the top 10 happiest 

countries in the world. Further, they have the highest English proficiency of all 

non-Anglophone countries in the world, which makes it easy for international 

Cyber Security Engineering
3 years in duration, $0 tuition 

Unlock Access to 11,200+ Programs

https://beyondthestates.com
https://beyondthestates.com
https://beyondthestates.com
https://beyondthestates.com
http://beyondthestates.com


beyondthestates.com

05

Anglo-
American 
University

Prague, Czech Republic 

http://beyondthestates.com


beyondthestates.com

I did not expect to love Prague as much as I did. It 

is a truly breathtaking city and the beauty is not 

limited to the touristy areas. It also felt very 

livable and is incredibly affordable! I I had to keep 

double- checking my currency calculator as I was 

sure the low costs for everything must have been 

due to my mental math mistakes! Affordability is 

one of the many benefits of attending Anglo-

American University. I have to tell you, I love 

almost everything about this school (other than 

the name). That said, “American” is part of their 

name since all of their programs are conducted 

in English, they tout an “American” style of teaching, and they have WASC accreditation (an 

agency that also accredits schools like Stanford University). The “American” in the name is 

a misnomer when it comes to the student body; it is truly an international school. Twenty 

percent of their students are Czech, 20% are American, and the other 60% represent more 

than fifty-five different nationalities.  

The Humanities, Society, and Culture program is an excellent choice for students who are 

unsure of what they want to focus on in their studies. This program is multidisciplinary and 

explores modern social issues through the fields of philosophy, religion, history, cultural 

anthropology, gender studies, cultural studies, and arts and literature. Students begin by 

taking required courses in subjects like European history, law, economics, communication, 

computer information systems, politics, sociology, psychology, philosophy and literature. 

After those are complete, students choose courses to further expand on their knowledge in 

the arts, philosophy and religion, history, and cultural studies. Options include courses like 

Prague Art and Architecture, The Concepts of Evil, The Jewish Experience in Central 

Europe, History of the Cold War and Post-Cold War Transition, Popular Culture and Media 

Theory to Jews and Gypsies in Modern Europe.  

Humanities, Society, and Culture
3 years in duration, $7494 per year

Unlock Access to 11,200+ Programs
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What do you think?
This list may excite you. You might think 

one of them is the perfect fit for you or 

your child.  

You may read through this list and not 

see one of interest. Perhaps you were 

looking for science programs, or 

something in the arts. Maybe you think 

that there wouldn’t be college in Europe 

that would be a good fit since these 

programs weren’t on the list.  

If either one of these apply to you, I 

encourage you to sign up for a Beyond 

the States membership. The fact is that 

there are more than 3200 English-taught 

bachelor’s degree programs in 

continental Europe. If you saw a 

program on this list that was interesting, 

there are likely at least a handful of other 

programs that would be just as exciting. 

If you didn’t see a program on this list 

that you were looking for, odds are that 

you will on our database. There are 

programs that represent just about any 

field of study you could think of, plus 

options in over 800 amazing European 

cities!
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Beyond the States 

membership is just $49 per 

month and includes access 

to our searchable database, 

participation in regular calls 

with me, access to our 

private member facebook 

group, webinars, courses, 

highlighted programs, and 

more. There are also 

options for add ons, which 

include include my favorite 

service-a Best Fit List 

which is a handpicked list by 

me based on the student’s 

interests, qualifications, 

budgets, preferences, and 

more.  

The next pages hold 

answers to frequently asked 

questions I get about 

college in Europe. Of 

course, you are welcome to 

email us with questions as 

well at 

go@beyondthestates.com. 

“When I discovered 
that there are options 
for students to obtain 
their full bachelor’s 
degree in Europe, with 
no foreign language 
skills required, I was 
intrigued. 

”
Unlock Access to 11,200+ Programs
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What are the 
admissions 
requirements in 
Europe?
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There is an entirely different philosophy regarding 

access to higher education in Europe-and man, it’s a 

great one! In most cases, the admissions 

requirements are totally transparent. Selectivity 

simply isn’t correlated with quality in Europe. 

Students are accepted if they meet the 

requirements and then have to prove that they have 

what it takes to succeed during the first year.  

Some programs without enrollment caps accept 

students so long as they meet the established 

requirements. There ARE a few countries that 

require American students to have a certain 

number of AP scores in order to have equivalence to 

their own high school diploma-but these are the 

exception not the rule (less than 300 of the more 

than 1700 programs require AP scores). Some 

individual schools ask for SAT or ACT scores, but 

there are no countries that require this across the 

board. No matter what country you are living in, the 

IB diploma is the golden ticket and meets the 

admission requirements just about everywhere in 

Europe!  

I can’t tell you how this has impacted our family life 

over the past few years. My son, Sam, has been able 

to explore and identify academic interest areas, he 

has time to work a part time job even during the 

school year, we regularly have family dinners, he has 

time with friends and time to sleep. He still works 

hard in school, but it’s not about accumulation of 

meaningless accomplishments. Honestly, this has 

probably impacted our lives as much as the 

affordable tuition.  
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Can I study in 
Europe if I don’t 
know a foreign 
language?
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The programs we have listed in our database are 

taught entirely in English. The lectures, readings, 

discussions, tests-everything is in English. So 

why do these programs exist? If you think about 

it, not a whole lot of people outside of Finland, for 

example, speak Finnish which would limit their 

options for internationalization without these 

programs. They do this to draw students from 

around the world who are proficient in English. 

This means that you and all of your classmates 

share English proficiency, but likely differ in your 

countries of origin. This creates incredible 

learning inside the classroom and out as you gain 

a worldview that is rarely found in the 

homogeneous American classroom. There’s 

something else about this that the students I 

have spoken with really appreciate-it has to do 

with the incredible connections they form. Living 

outside your home country is a significant 

experience, and one that you share with the other 

students. Further, there are often many shared 

values around global citizenship that students 

who study abroad share which leads to lifelong 

friendships (and couches across the world to 

crash on during future travel). 
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Will my degree 
work in the US? Is 
the education as 
good?
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All of the schools we have listed in our database 

are accredited full degree programs. Given the 

globalized world we live in, employers and 

graduate schools are familiar with candidates 

with an international education. Further, so long 

as a school is accredited, a bachelor’s degree 

from Europe is “good” in an country.  

The other thing I want to note here, is that many 

of us-myself included until recently-hold the false 

belief that the overall higher education system in 

the US is superior to any other country. We often 

base this on rankings, and the large number of 

US schools that are globally ranked. Since global 

rankings, are based 100% of research related 

criteria a large number of fantastic schools in 

Europe ineligible-either due to their size or 

because they are not research focused. Further, 

research related criteria has very little to do with 

the undergraduate experience. I’ve learned over 

the last years about some major problems 

pertaining to learning outcomes in US 

universities. Shoot me an email if you would like 

me to send you the information on this. 
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How does this 
impact 
employment 
opportunities?
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I get super excited when I think about the different 

internship opportunities my kids will have in Europe. Many 

schools put a semester aside devoted to internships and 

they are mandatory in many programs. According to the 

Collegiate Employment Research Institute, employers hire 

around 50% of the interns who worked for them as full time 

workers after graduation and in some fields it is closer to 

75%. There are many international companies with 

locations and internships offered throughout Europe. Many 

schools have partnerships with these companies which 

helps place their students in internships. Google offers 

internships related to business, software engineering, legal 

work, and customer service in many of their European 

locations. Others include BP, JP Morgan, Accenture, AIG, 

Deloitte, Bayer, Cisco, Bayer, and BMW. These are not 

limited to business related internships. Many of these 

companies have internships that related to engineering, 

science, and other fields of study.  

What might be just as important for employment 

prospects as the concrete experience provided by 

internships is the development of soft skills. Students who 

have studied outside of their home country come to the 

table with a comfort level with cultural differences. The 

emphasis on group work at schools in Europe provides 

experience in working with people with a variety of 

backgrounds and perspectives. The graduates are often 

flexible, adaptable, and experienced navigating unfamiliar 

circumstances – all of which lead to success in the 

workplace. Employers note that soft skills are greatly 

lacking among US graduates and a a recent study by the 

Institute of International Education found that studying 

abroad for longer periods of time has a high impact on job 

offers as well as job advancement.  
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I would love to help you discover these exciting 

possibilities! Beyond the States offers monthly 

membership options that make the process fun. 

There is no long term commitment and you can 

cancel at any time. A premium membership is 

just $49 per month and includes access to our 

searchable database, access to answers from 

me in monthly office hours, bachelor’s specific 

webinars, and access to our private member 

facebook group.  

There are optional add-ons that include the best 

fit list, where a list of programs is handpicked by 

me and is personalized your interests, 

qualifications, budget, preferences and more. We 

also offer mini-courses, motivation letter 

reviews, and more, all tailored for students and 

parents that want to begin their journey on the 

right foot.

Unlock Access to 11,200+ Programs

Become a member for 
access to 11,200 English-

taught European degrees.
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Why not just do 
the research 
myself?
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Consider our monthly pricing special at $49/mo, 

and let's be conservative and say we save you 40 

hours of research a month... would you rather 

spend this time digging through sites in foreign 

languages? What about all the options you'll miss 

out on? What about all the FREE programs? 

We believe your time is best spent researching 

the one program you found on Beyond the 

States. The main potential benefit, though, is 

that you find an affordable degree that leads to 

incredible employment opportunities and life-

changing experiences.

Unlock Access to 11,200+ Programs

Skip the months of 
research and find your 

perfect degree in 
seconds.
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But there's no easy way to find English-taught programs without ripping your hair 

out. We believe higher education shouldn't feel like a chore, nor should it come with 

over $200k in student debt. That's why we created a database of hand-picked 

European programs taught entirely in English, so you can take the headache – and 

heartache – out of researching study abroad.

“
I was confused before BTS, then we found a ton of 

options in the database. My son applied to 3 schools in 
Europe and we will be saving thousand a year! BTS gave 

us the confidence and knowledge to make the best 
decision. I am so thankful!

”

So, you're thinking of 
college in Europe...

Unlock Access to 11,200+ Programs
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Unlock Access to 11,200+ Programs

English-Taught 
European Degrees 
Not feeling the vibe of US colleges? Access the 

ultimate database of 11,200 European programs 

taught entirely in English.

https://beyondthestates.com/

