
Resources on 
platforms and 
partnerships



There are many organizations and researchers working to strengthen our collective understanding of platforms 
and partnerships. We have compiled some of our favourite resources, including articles and organizations here. 

Organizations working to strengthen 
multistakeholder platforms and partnerships
 y The Partnering Initiative (https://thepartneringinitiative.org)

Established in 2003, TPI provides tools, resources, guidance, frameworks and more on building multi-stakeholder 
partnerships. In addition, TPI offers training and support for those focused on creating strong multi-stakeholder 
partnerships. 

 y The Partnerships Brokers Association (https://partnershipbrokers.org/) 

PBA offers training courses for those interested in becoming a Partnership Broker. Partnership Brokers support 
partnerships through helping partners shape and steer their partnership. 

 y Wagenigen University and Research: Multistakeholder Partnerships Guide (http://www.mspguide.org/) 

A set of resources for shaping action related to multi-stakeholder partnerships. The Guide and accompanying 
resources are focused on building strong and effective partnerships, and include practical exercises and tips for 
collaborative working. 

 y The Partnership Resource Centre (https://www.rsm.nl/research/centres/prc/) 

The Partnerships Resource Centre (PrC) aims to bridge the science and practice of partnership. PRC focuses 
on public-private collaboration for sustainable development, and provides a range of practical and scientific 
resources and evidence of value to those building multi-stakeholder partnerships.

 y Promoting Effective Partnering (PEP) (http://www.effectivepartnering.org/)

Promoting Effective Partnering (PEP) aims to provide up-to-date evidence and insights into effective partnership 
practice for sustainable development. PEP contains a range of resources including reports, case studies, and 
databases of relevance to those working in or on multi-stakeholder partnerships. 

 y Partnerships 2030 (https://www.partnerschaften2030.de/en/) 

Partnerships 2030 aims to support partnerships focused on the 2030 Agenda. The 
initiative provides advice to MSPs, facilitates space for partners to engage with 
others and develop new partnerships, and provide information on news and 
events regarding MSPs.  

Resources on platforms  
and partnerships



Publications and resources on multi-stakeholder platform and partnership evaluation and 
impact

1. Austin J & Seitanidi M (2012). Collaborative Value Creation: A Review of Partnering Between 
Nonprofits and Businesses: Part I. Value Creation Spectrum and Collaboration Stages. Nonprofit and 
Voluntary Sector Quarterly 41(5) 726–758

This article addresses the question “How can collaboration between nonprofits and businesses most effectively 
co-create significant economic, social, and environmental value for society, organizations, and individuals?” The 
article presents a framework for understanding value creation in partnerships, including across different types of 
partnerships, and different stages of partnering. 

2. Austin J & Seitanidi M (2012). Collaborative Value Creation: A Review of Partnering Between 
Nonprofits and Businesses. Part 2: Partnership Processes and Outcomes. Nonprofit and Voluntary 
Sector Quarterly 41(6):929-968

This companion article focuses on the process of partnering, and the dynamic ways in which value is generated 
through partnering. In particular, this article provides insights into collaborative outcomes, at the micro, meso 
and macro levels. 

3. Kusters, K., Buck, L., de Graaf, M. et al. Participatory Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation of Multi-
Stakeholder Platforms in Integrated Landscape Initiatives. Environmental Management 62, 170–181 
(2018). https://doi.org/10.1007/s00267-017-0847-y

This article presents a process for planning, monitoring and evaluating multi-stakeholder platforms, with a 
particular focus on those in integrated landscapes. The article proposes a three element approach, involving 
looking forward at what an MSP might achieve; looking inwards at the internal processes of an MSP; and finally, 
looking back at what an MSP has achieved in the context of it’s original objectives. 

4. Van Tulder, R, Keen, N (2018). Capturing Collaborative Challenges: Designing Complexity-Sensitive 
Theories of Change for Cross-Sector Partnerships. Journal of Business Ethics 150(2): 315-332

This article provides insights into how ‘complexity’ can be incorporated into theories of change for cross-sector 
partnerships. Many approaches to building theories of change for partnerships are often very linear, which 
fails to adequate reflect the context in which partnerships are placed. This paper outlines approaches for 
incorporating and working with complexity in MSPs.  

5. MSPlatforms.org

The Evidence for Multistakeholder Platforms is a research program focused on generating and sharing evidence 
on how multi-stakeholder platforms contribute to sustainable solutions, with a particular focus on agrifood 
issues. The research provides structured reviews of 38 MSPs, including insights into their structures, theories of 
change, and outcomes. 

6. Wasafiri (https://www.wasafirihub.com/)

Founded in 2010 by a Rwandan, a Zambian, a Briton and an 
Australian, Wasafiri is a consultancy and think-tank focused 
on systems change and complex problems. Check out their 
Systemcraft resource for getting started with systems thinking.


