
   

 



   

 
 

 

Thank you for your interest in our 2024 Princeton Summer School. We are so 
happy finally to have arranged this after an unintended gap of five years, caused by 
the pandemic and its after-effects. In this document you will find all the key 
information about the Summer School, how it will work, what the costs are, how 
to apply, and the environment you will be in. The six of us really hope you 
consider sending in an application. We know it can be daunting to go through this 
kind of process, but our team will make it all as smooth and stress-free as possible. 
We are really keen to hear you sing and - hopefully - make music and memories 
with you in the summer! 

Pat, Eddie, Jules, Chris, Nick and Johnny 

The King’s Singers 



   

23 - 29 June 2024 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 
We're delighted that our second Summer School in the United States will be at Princeton 
University in New Jersey. It’s an honour to be hosted by one of the finest academic institutions 
in America, and it’s particularly lovely as one of our former baritones, Gabriel Crouch, runs the 
choral programme there. You’ll all benefit from his expertise throughout this year’s Summer 
School too! 

Those of you who have been to one of our Summer Schools before will know this, but for 
anyone who’s new, all of the most important aspects of The King’s Singers’ craft can be distilled 
into one over-riding concept: listening. We want to share with you how we listen, how we adapt 
to what we hear, and how we deliver the message of any song to our audiences.  

The King’s Singers Summer School is structured around tuition by us, but it will also include 
presentations and workshops with some special guests. This year, we’ve got a diverse selection of 
extraordinary guests lined up, and we'll be telling you more about them in the weeks and 
months ahead. There will also be an opportunity to perform Compline in the Princeton 
University Chapel. 

In our sessions, we'll be encouraging groups to focus on singing a breadth of repertoire, 
approaching each genre with authenticity and an understanding of each different style.Whether 
you are an existing ensemble, or an individual singer looking to be placed in an ensemble 
created specifically for the Summer School, we welcome your application and hope that you can 
join us.  

 
 

 



   

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY  

 
Founded in 1746 in Elizabeth as the College of New Jersey, Princeton is the fourth-oldest 
institution of higher education in the United States and one of the nine colonial colleges 
chartered before the American Revolution. The institution moved to Newark in 1747, then to 
the current site nine years later, and renamed itself Princeton University in 1896. Princeton has 
the largest endowment per student in the United States. From 2001 to 2018, Princeton 
University was ranked either first or second among national universities by U.S. News & World 
Report, holding the top spot for 16 of those 18 years. Princeton is home to dozens of faculty- 
and student-led singing groups and a robust choral program run by former King’s Singer 
Gabriel Crouch. The Princeton University Glee Club, founded in 1874, is the oldest and largest 
of these groups, serving as a hub for singers on campus from all sorts of academic and musical 
backgrounds. The newest wing of the choral department is a certificate program in consort 
singing, which comprises undergraduates who are especially eager for rigorous one-to-a-part 
singing experiences.   

 
 
AIR & TRAIN TRAVEL 

 
Rail Routes 
A train known locally as “The Dinky” connects campus (Princeton Station at Alexander Street) 
to Princeton Junction. 

Northbound NJ TRANSIT trains passing through Princeton Junction provide direct service to 
New York City and Newark Liberty International Airport. A southbound transfer to the SEPTA 
regional rail Trenton Line train at Trenton provides service to Philadelphia. 

Amtrak trains connect Princeton Junction to Washington, D.C., Boston and the broader region. 
Many Amtrak trains go to Trenton instead of Princeton Junction - from Trenton, you can take NJ 
Transit a few stops to Princeton Junction and then take the Dinky to campus. 

International Airports 

Trains from campus reach three international airports. Newark and Philadelphia are closest if 
you have the choice.  

• Newark Liberty International Airport (EWR)  
o NJ Transit runs from EWR to Princeton Junction, where the Dinky connects to 

Princeton Station. 
• Philadelphia International Airport (PHL) 

o SEPTA runs from PHL to Trenton, where you can catch NJ Transit Southbound 
to Princeton Junction, and then take the Dinky directly to campus. 

• John F. Kennedy International Airport (JFK) 

 

http://www.njtransit.com/rg/rg_servlet.srv?hdnPageAction=LineDetailsTo&selLine=PRIN
http://www.njtransit.com/
http://www.septa.org/
http://www.septa.org/
http://www.amtrak.com/
http://www.panynj.gov/airports/newark-liberty.html
https://www.njtransit.com/hp/hp_servlet.srv?hdnPageAction=HomePageTo
http://www.phl.org/
https://www.septa.org/welcome/airport.html
http://www.panynj.gov/airports/jfk.html


   

o From JFK, you can take AirTrain to Jamaica Station, where you will catch a Long 
Island Railroad train to New York Penn Station. From NY Penn, you can take NJ 
Transit to Princeton Junction, and then catch the Dinky to campus. 

Driving and Parking 

Campus is located in Princeton, N.J., approximately one mile west of U.S. Route 1.  
Visitor parking is available for free on weekdays in: 

• Lot 21 (GPS: “Princeton University Lot 21” or lat./long. “40.345016,-74.645716”) 
• Lot 23 (GPS: “Princeton University Lot 23” or lat./long. “40.340605,-74.656773”) 

On weekends and evenings, visitors may park in most other lots and garages. View the campus 
map to find parking closest to the buildings you are visiting. Metered parking is also available on 
streets around campus. 

 
WHAT TO EXPECT 

 
Before you get here: 
 
All participants will be sent electronic copies of the music that we'll be singing several months 
beforehand, to begin practising. You’ll find original print copies of the music in the Welcome 
Pack that you'll receive upon arrival. We ask all pre-formed ensembles to prepare a selection of 
ten pieces for us to work on, covering a variety of repertoire and showcasing what you feel are 
your group’s strengths. 
 
When you get here: 
 
Living in Princeton's beautiful grounds for six or seven nights, you’re in for a fun, varied and 
challenging week! A dedicated Summer School office will be manned throughout each day, 
where you’ll be able to check schedules, book practice rooms, leave messages for other people 
on the course, browse CDs and music in The King’s Singers' Shop, and ask any questions. 

Once everyone is settled in, we will come together for an introductory session. In it, we’d like 
to hear each of the pre-formed ensembles perform, for us to assess how we might focus our 
work during the week. In the case of the individual singers, we'll use this session to place you 
into your mixed-voice ensembles. This is a great opportunity for us to meet you all and sing 
together.  
 
During the week: 
 
Each ensemble will be assigned a King’s Singers mentor, who will oversee their progress during 
the course. We’ll start each day with a communal warm-up session, where we’ll also deliver any 
news or notices. There will then be coaching sessions with The King’s Singers  throughout the 

 

https://www.jfkairport.com/to-from-airport/air-train
http://www.mta.info/lirr
http://www.mta.info/lirr
https://www.google.com/maps/place/LOT+21,+Princeton,+NJ+08540/@40.3448147,-74.6477974,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x89c3e6dbe3623e13:0xb55050a37f365b2d!8m2!3d40.3447384!4d-74.6457157
https://www.google.com/maps/place/LOT+23,+Princeton,+NJ+08540/@40.3405177,-74.6588805,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x89c3e6cf3b2781ff:0x858066b62d5008ec!8m2!3d40.3405515!4d-74.6567857?shorturl=1
https://m.princeton.edu/default/map/index
https://m.princeton.edu/default/map/index


   

morning and afternoon. These sessions will be interspersed with special events led by our guests 
throughout the week.  

 
EVENTS AND GUESTS 

There will be several events during the course of the week. We are still confirming the finalised 
list of guests, and will announce these during early 2024 on the King’s Singers website, 
newsletter and social media. Previous guests at King’s Singers Summer Schools have included 
John Rutter, Wallis Giunta, Bob Chilcott, Declan Costello, Eric Whitacre, Christopher Robinson 
and Stephen Darlington.  

Halfway through the Summer School, we will sing the  service of Compline in the Princeton 
University Chapel. The service will be spilt into music sung by all the participants, and 
music  sung by The King’s Singers. This special and atmospheric occasion is always one of our 
favourites throughout the course. 
 
On the final day of the Summer School, we’ll have the chance to share your energy, talent and 
new skills in a celebratory concert at the Richardson Auditorium. Afterwards, we’ll finish with a 
summer party outdoors, which won’t be without our traditional dose of cabaret. All entries are 
strongly encouraged!  

 



   

Over the course of the week, we’d like to encourage you to form your own ensembles too, to 
share new music and ideas, and to learn from people from different cultures. Practice rooms 
will be available for this purpose. 

HOW TO APPLY 

 

To apply for your place at the Summer School, please complete and submit both an application 
form and your audition file – we are unable to consider you until both have been received. 
Places will primarily be allocated on a first-come, first-served basis, although The King’s Singers 
reserve the right to choose applicants in the interest of having balanced ensembles.  

Returning Summer School participants will be strongly considered, but are still required to 
submit a recent audition file due to high demand.  

Please note that we are only able to accept applications from applicants who will be aged 16 
years or over on 23 June 2024. Applicants under 18 years of age on 23 June 2024 must provide 
contact details for a parent or responsible guardian. A parental consent form will be sent 
following submission of the application form, and must be completed prior to acceptance onto 
the Summer School. 

Applying as a group: 

We ask you to submit a recording of your ensemble singing an a cappella song from your 
repertoire. In your audition file, we will be listening out for intonation, blend, balance, and the 
overall performance and sound. 

Applying as an individual: 

We ask you to submit a recording of yourself singing an a cappella folksong of your choice in 
English. In case you’re looking for inspiration, there are various King’s Singers albums and 
YouTube videos online. In your audition file, we will be listening out for the quality of your 
sound, breath control, intonation and musicality. 

Technical information 

We request that audition files are sent in mp3 format, and do not exceed 10MB in size. They 
must be clearly labelled with your full name or ensemble name. Recordings made on your 
smartphone (for example, Voice Memos on iOS) or via the built-in microphone on your laptop 
or computer will be accepted. 

 

APPLICATION FORM

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf4tNcqHZujxGlb7Cp17dh5SNZ2oXz1VXaMgGxDGvZOtUIaUw/viewform


   

 
If you are unable to upload your audition file when submitting the application form, please 
inform us at kssummerschoolprinceton@gmail.com. You will be required to upload it as soon as 
possible via Dropbox. 

 
COURSE COSTS 
 
 

OPTION 1: Tuition Fee Only 

Included: 

• All tuition, activities and entertainment 

• tea/coffee for each day of workshops 

• Summer party on the final night 

• Welcome pack (including a Summer School bag, course schedule, map and printed sheet 
music) 

 



   

 
Rates: 

Standard without meals: $850 

Full board: $1,150 

 
OPTION 2: Residential  

Included: 

• Six nights accommodation in Princeton University (single or twin bedroom with private 
bathroom) 

• Breakfast, lunch and dinner 

• All tuition, activities and entertainment 

• tea/coffee for each day of workshops 

• Summer party on the final night 

• Welcome pack (including a Summer School bag, course schedule, map and printed sheet 
music) 

 
Rates: 
(6 nights: checking in on 23 June, checking out on the morning of 29 June*) 
 
Single room with air conditioning (full board):  $1650 

Single room without air conditioning (full board):  $1500 

 
Single room with air conditioning (without meals):  $1350  

Single room without air conditioning (without meals):  $1200 

 
Shared room with air conditioning (full board):  $1600 

Shared room without air conditioning (full board):  $1450 

Shared room with air conditioning (without meals):  $1300  

Shared room without air conditioning (without meals):  $1150 

* The night of 22nd June can be added on request for an additional fee. Please contact 
kssummerschoolprinceton@gmail.com for more information.  

 



   

Notes 

Students (applicants under 18 or in full-time education) will receive a 5% discount. 

Please note that shared rooms are available on a first-come first-served basis 

Pre-formed ensembles of more than 12 singers should contact 
kssummerschoolprinceton@gmail.com for further details. 

You will be notified by email at the earliest opportunity if your application has been accepted. 
Upon acceptance to the Summer School, your place will be held open for four weeks pending 
payment of the non-refundable deposit. Failure to pay within this time will result in your place 
being offered to another applicant. 

• Payment terms will be shared with successful candidates upon acceptance to the 
Summer School. 

• Please not, international travel to/from the Summer School, and ground transport 
to/from Princeton are not included in the course cost.  

• For cancellation policy and details of insurances required by applicants, please refer to 
the Terms and Conditions.  

• The date for announcing successful applications will be mid-April 2024. 

 


