
The Timeline History of Sailability Wellington
2002
It was at the beginning of 2002, at an Evans Bay Yacht and Motorboat Club
gathering that a person with a disability asked why the club wasn’t providing
anything for them.  The person concerned happened to be in a wheelchair,
which made it a poignant question.

Jennifer Loader took that question to Warren Rankin, the then commodore,
who with the help of Neil Verry of Yachting New Zealand commenced the task
of emulating an initiative that had recently begun in Auckland.

Some fifteen years before, at Rutland Waters in the U.K. an organisation had
been formed called Sailability.  It was specifically set up to provide sailing
opportunities for people with all sorts of disabilities.  It has no world structure,
but is more a shared philosophy that has expanded through many countries.

With the encouragement of an offer of US$20,000 form American Express, a
group of like-minded people offered to become trustees of Sailability
Wellington.  John Burton was approached to enable a trust deed to be formed
and indeed became a trustee himself.  Other trustees included John Rushton,
Dick Graham, Neil Verry, Don Manning, Jennifer Loader, Warren Rankin. Don
Manning was the Trust’s first chairman, and some ten years ago, Warren
Rankin took over that task.

By January 2003, the trust was the proud owners of three
Hansa 2.3 yachts, - each with a single sail.  To go sailing, we
had to borrow life jackets and a support boat from Evans Bay
Yacht Club.  We enlisted the help of other club members as
volunteers and commenced with 17 sailors enrolled.

With the help of Izard Weston and Centreport, we were able to purchase our
first two Hansa 303 sailing dinghies, each with two sails and later purchased a
third one from donations.

Hansa 303 Sailing Dinghy
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2004
Support for Sailability Set up in Nelson

2006
Support for Northland and Napier Sailability Programmes

June 2008
AXA insurance Community Fund enabled us to purchase three Hansa Liberty
yachts, somewhat larger and suitable for 1 person.

In January of 2009, we were represented at the Hansa Liberty World regatta on
Auckland Harbour by Annabelle Tye, Michael Jones and Alice?

General sailing, including learn-to-sail and learn-to-race activities.  In the
December of the same year, we ran the Hansa Liberty National competition in
Lambton Harbour, - a herculean effort as we had to set up full rigging and
loading facilities. The winning skipper was Andrew May from Christchurch who
had also won the Kiwi Cup in January.

September 2009 to Help set up Rotorua Sailability

2010
Trip to Melbourne

2011
2011 was a watershed year for us.  The Hansa national regatta was held in
Napier and the Liberty Class National Title was won by Michael Jones and the
Alexander O’Connor was runner up in the Hansa 303 single person contest. The
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Hansa SKUDs were also sailed in that regatta and Annabelle Tye represented us
and came a creditable third.

Also in 2011, we commenced sailing on Tuesdays at a newly established
Seaview base with the kind support of the Seaview marina Board and also
Transport Investments who enabled a shipping container to be shifted between
Evans Bay and Seaview twice a week with our small fleet of yachts.

Over time, a second container was purchased, as was a second fleet of Hansa
303 yachts. This enabled our Seaview Base to be independent and we
expanded our numbers to include a second day on a Wednesday.  This also
enabled us to bring sailing members from the Porirua district.  We expanded
the number of college groups that we catered for to include Onslow College,
Hutt Valley High School, Mana College, Naenae College and Newlands College.

2013
Hansa Nationals at Lake Taupo

2015
Sailability Wellington Hosts the Hansa National Regatta in January

Ability Trophy

2015 October
Expansion into Porirua
In …. we expanded into the Kapiti, Mana, and Horowhenua regions.  It quickly
became apparent that we were facing an uphill battle. Sailing clubs in the area
had limited resources and sailing in Porirua was severely limited by the tides.
The Sailability fleet could only sail a couple of hours each side of high tide.

We hatched a plan to build an ‘all tide’ jetty at the Titahi Bay Boating Club. We
developed, constructed, and fundraised ourselves, a ‘quirky inversion’ of how
things are often done.

For a modest sailing trust, it was an enormous undertaking, made more so by
the fact that the money was raised without support from the government or
local authorities. The majority of the funds came from Community Trusts and
Gaming Trusts. Our funders helped us create an incredible legacy which is still
acknowledged today with signs on the jetty.
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The new Jetty was named the Duncan Renouf Jetty, in memory of a keen local
sailor. Duncan, who had Down syndrome, sailed solo for the first time shortly
before he died in January 2017.

2016 9th June
Sarah Dunkley wins Liberty Worlds in Medemblik

Commencement of Sailability Tauranga

November 18th 2018
The Duncan Renouf Jetty opened on Sunday 18th November 2018 at Titahi Bay
Boating Club. Over three hundred sailors, supporters and sponsors of Sailability
Wellington gathered for the event.  Grant Robertson, – Minister of Sport,
formally opened the jetty with the support and blessing from local Iwi. Other
community leaders such as Porirua Mayor Mike Tana, marked the event with
us. We also had the privilege of hosting the America’s Cup  (The Auld Mug) at
the opening, a generous loan from the Royal New Zealand  Yacht Squadron.

Redevelopment of facilities at Titahi Bay Boating Club
Success for Sailability Wellington has come in many forms, we delight in the
achievements of our sailors and volunteers and are grateful for the
opportunities we have to give back to our local community. To enable the new
jetty at Porirua to be built, The Titahi Bay Boating Club’s existing jetty was
strengthened to support the new jetty, which now extends into the harbour by
five metres, linked by a walkway and ramp.

Today this resource is now shared by many in the community.

2019
Sailability Wellington visits Samoa for the Pacific Island games and provides
coaching and support for the development of Sailability in the pacific.

June
Prototype for the first ParAble yacht launched, in wood, a working prototype.

2020
Held the largest ever Hansa Nation Regatta at Seaview Marina with 87 sailors
with disabilities and a support crew of over 200.
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Despite the obstacles of Covid 19, Sailability Wellington continued sailing in a
limited capacity.

2021
Entered the Hansa National regatta in Taupo and credible performances with
first and 2nd in the 303 singles and first and 2nd in the 303 doubles.

Nov
First fiberglass production boat for ParAble completed.

2022
Second production boat is completed for ParAble with the support of a number
of local community funds

Our story continues with the launch of this new website generously supported
by Wellington Community fund.

Membership numbers continue to rebuild following Covid

2023
Sailability turns 21 ! we look forward to you joining us for the celebrations with
more to come.
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