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Press release

The Flemish Room. Avalanche is the second exhibition presented by Hilario Galguera Gallery in Madrid and will open 
on the 19th of November.

The group show is comprised of works by four Belgian artists: Willem Boel, Maxime Brigou, Marie Cloquet and Stijn Cole, 
whose predominant materiality, as a symbolic, conceptual and expressive component, is articulated as a consequence of the 
superficialization of ideas, the devastation of the landscape and the destruction of the territory, while emphasizing individual, 
subjective and philosophical processes in relation to the contemporary world.

The word “avalanche” within the title implies an external, inevitable and unstoppable phenomenon, as an analogy to different 
aspects of the four artists’ practice, seductive and aesthetic, but equally entropic. 

“Avalanche, as the title of the exhibition is - on my part - directly related to the idea of collateral damage. Increasingly less 
predictable and more devastating. A sign of change. But also a very beautiful and powerful image”. 
Marie Cloquet

“(...) By integrating these unstable elements into the work, there is no definitive version of the image. It seems to behave 
differently at each moment, making us see, without saying it, that our way of thinking - and by extension, the whole world - 
also works like this”.
Maxime Brigou

“To be drowned in my own work is a very rare feeling of satisfaction. I believe the abundance of works, and also the self 
inflicted endlessness of repeated actions give me both peace of mind and unfulfilled desire. It goes without saying that I 
perceive my practice as conception of an oeuvre, much more than the conception of separate works of art”.
Willem Boel

“There is a strong poetic power emanating from that frozen moment just before an avalanche occurs. Trying to capture that 
slice of time is a goal in itself”.
Stijn Cole

WILLEM BOEL (Sint-Niklaas, Belgium, 1983)
Willem Boel’s work is based on the use of industrial structures and objects, stripped of their original function and 
reconstructed with an artistic intention and a rigorous sense of composition. The historical and conceptual load of these, as 
support and artwork simultaneously, as well as the frequent accumulation of paint, translates into a density of information 
and materiality that contrasts in balance with the empty spaces and visual lightness of his pieces, while raising questions 
about the disciplinary limits and traditional formats. The importance of process as a key component of his work makes time 
and duration take on a particularly significant value.

Willem Boel works mainly in series, the most representative being Le chef d’oeuvre inconnu, De Nieuwe Molens, Pare feu and 
Sancho Don’t Care. In 2015, Willem Boel won the prestigious Grand Prix at the Salon de Montrouge.

Boel has exhibited in museums such as Palais de Tokyo, Paris, France (2015); Museum M in Leuven, Belgium (2018); 
Loods 12 in Wetteren, Belgium (2018). The work Sancho Don’t Care #05, an 11 m high monumental installation, 
is traveling around Europe on an itinerant basis and has been shown so far in Latvia, Denmark, France and 



Belgium. Willem Boel participated in 2021 at the Bruges Triennale, Belgium; Artissima, Turin, Italy; Art Rotterdam, 
Netherlands; Kunstverein Peschkenhaus Moers, Germany; and many more. 

MAXIME BRIGOU (Ghent, Belgium, 1992)
Maxime Brigou focuses her practice on the subjective perception of random instants and its materialization in large format 
artworks, which by their dimensions establish an evocative, suggestive and bodily relationship with the viewers. Both her 
two-dimensional pieces and her sculptures express personal processes and reflections in relation to time and space, resulting 
in abstract, fluid, dynamic and undefined forms and images. These characteristics point to impermanence and instability, so 
that there is no final version of her works, but a realism of disorganized knowledge.

Maxime Brigou has participated in solo exhibitions at venues such as Bruthaus Gallery, Waregem, Belgium (2021) 
and the Belgium Biennale, Ghent, Belgium (2019). As well as in group exhibitions including Art Antwerp Fair in 
Belgium. The artist currently has a solo show at FRED&FERRY Gallery, Antwerp, Belgium.

MARIE CLOQUET (Ghent, Belgium, 1976)
Marie Cloquet’s work, consists of the construction of large-format hybrid landscapes from the recomposition of black and 
white photographs, which the artist tears apart and then puts back together with a different order, creating melancholic and 
mysterious narratives. Her works oscillate between photography and painting, simulation and representation, fragmentation 
and unity, and the strangeness and familiarity of visual isotopies and fictitious topographies. In her process, after the 
reconstruction of the images through collage, Cloquet covers her works with transparent colors, which together with the 
dimensions of the pieces, imply a further degree of abstraction, fantasy and unreality.

Marie Cloquet has shown her work in spaces such as S.M.A.K., Ghent, Belgium (2020); Dhont-Dhaenens Museum, 
Deurle, Belgium (2010); Jason Haam Gallery, Seoul, Korea (2018); 21st Century Museum of Contemporary Art, 
Kanazawa, Japan (2016), among others. His work is part of the collections of S.M.A.K., Ghent, Belgium; Museum M 
Leuven, Belgium; Art Collection National Bank of Belgium, among others.

STIJN COLE (Ghent, Belgium, 1978)
Stijn Cole’s pieces are the result of an exhaustive analysis of the subjective perception of time and space of specific places and 
landscapes. From subsequent gradual processes of decomposition and reconstruction, Cole produces hybrid works with 
previously isolated and recomposed elements, such as materials, image, color, depth, perspective and form, establishing 
balance, linkage and coherence between abstraction and representation. The relationship with his work happens both 
poetically and rationally, not only through the senses, but at the moment in which we are necessarily led to interpret the 
landscape from the original separation of its components. Stijn Cole works with a wide variety of techniques, materials and 
formats, focusing his most recent body of work on installations.

Stijn Cole has had solo exhibitions at venues such as Galerie Iréne Laub, Brussels, Belgium (2021) and Galerie 
Wenger in Zurich, Switzerland (2019); as well as group exhibitions at Lieu d’Art Contemporain (L.A.C.) Narbonne, 
Sigean, France (2019) and Biënnale van de schilderkunst, Museum Raveel, Zulte, Belgium (2018). His work is part 
of important collections such as the Belgian Embassy in Washington, USA and the Stedelijk Museum voor Actuele 
Kunst (S.M.A.K.), Ghent, Belgium. Currently the artist is exhibiting Horizons, his first solo show at Galería Hilario 
Galguera in Mexico City.

The exhibition will remain open during gallery hours from November 22nd of the present year to February 4th, 
2023.

Tuesday to Friday: 11:00 - 19:00 h
Saturday: 11:00 - 14:00 h
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