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The Windsor Riverfront Festival Plaza sits on 
Anishinabe Territory. The Anishinabe in the 

Windsor area are known as the Ojibwa, Odawa, 
and Potawatomi Nations, or the Three Fires 

Confederacy. Today the Anishinabe of the Three 
Fires Confederacy are represented by Walpole 

Island First Nation. The City of Windsor respects 
the historical and ongoing authority of Walpole 

Island First Nation over its Territory. 
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1. Centennial Plaza

The newest addition to the riverfront, Windsor 
Rotary Club’s Centennial Plaza opened in 2018 
and provides great amenities to the Riverfront Trail, 
including swings, benches, and a sculpture. 

5. Riverfront Trail

Windsor’s walking and cycling path, Riverfront Trail, 
passes through the site. This beautiful, highly used 
path is one of Windsor’s great public assets.

4. Caesars Windsor

Caesars Windsor is one of the City’s premier 
entertainment destinations, featuring a large 
casino, hotel, restaurants, and a 5,000 seat 
multi-purpose indoor theatre which hosts a wide 
variety of events from superstar concerts, famous 
comedians, game shows, and sporting events. 

2. Civic Esplanade

The Windsor Civic Esplanade is one of Windsor’s 
greatest assets of public space in the heart of the 
city. It supports a wide variety of social, recreation 
and cultural activities, in addition to providing an 
important point of access to our new City Hall. The 
Esplanade is currently in the design phase of a 
revitalization project.

3. Festival Plaza

The 4.1 acre Festival Plaza currently features a 
large asphalt surface, with a new stage at one end. 
The site hosts some of Windsor’s largest festivals 
and public events. The north-west corner of the 
site is the docking point for Windsor River Cruises. 

6. Great Western Park

Named for the railway company that once operated 
on the lands, Great Western Park offers great 
views of the Detroit skyline. It features a children’s 
playground, the Clifford Hatch Memorial Wildflower 
Gardens, and the Bert Weeks Memorial Fountain. 
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Aretha Franklin Park Amphitheatre / Chene Park

Facilities

• Covered amphitheater with stage, seating and 
adjacent multi-level pavilion, including ticket 
booth, small merchandising building, and 
administrative office.

• Landscaping features include an entry plaza, 
mall, and festival plaza, seawall, pond, manmade 
contours of the hill and berms, and two outdoor 
sculptures.

Facts

Location Detroit, Michigan

Owner City of Detroit Recreation 
Department

Operator The Right Productions Inc.

Site Area 9.3 acres (2.3x the size of WFP)

Capacity 6,000 total
(5,000 seated, 1,000 lawn seating)

Attendance 150,000+ annually

VIP Orchestra Pit seats w/ early access 
to seats and a buffet.

Programming

• 40+ events annually

• Many high-profile concerts (ie. 50 Cent, Robin 
Thicke, Snoop Dogg, Soulja Boy, Kenny G, 
Stevie Wonder, Detroit Symphony Orchestra, 
Diana Ross, among many others)

• Wednesday Jazzy Nights

• Many private & community events, including 
graduations, comedy shows, movies, theatre, 
broadcasts of the Detroit Pistons

• A visual arts program was included in the 
opening season with partnerships with local 
arts councils to host exhibits, an Artist in 
Residence program, and the Detroit Artist 
Market (every weekend).

Funding

• AFPA was developed as part of the Linked 
Riverfront Parks Project, which was funded 
under the 1977 Moving Detroit Forward: Urban 
Economic Revitalization Plan. This 5 year plan 
for repurposing the riverfront for public use 
received $107 million in federal funding.

By 1987, it was estimated 
that the $20 million publicly 
funded Linked Riverfront 
Parks Project stimulated 
$220 million in private 
development.

Construction

• Originally built from 1982-1984 for $2.2 million 
with a capacity of 2,000. Architects were 
Schervish, Vogel and Merz. The venue was 
expanded in 1986, and again in 1990.

• 56,000 ft2 canopy was added in 1990 by BirdAir 
and Turner Construction, designed by Kent 
Hubbell and engineer Bob Darvas. It was the 
first canopy to use an inflatable gutter solution 
to manage rain and snowshedding. 

• The canopy was rebuilt in 2002 by Architen 
Landrell. This included the addition of baffles to 
manage acoustics.

History

1977 -  First imagined as part of the Moving Detroit 
Forward: Urban Economic Revitalization 
Plan—a 5 year plan for repurposing the 
riverfront for public use. Received $107 
million in federal funding. Included Chene 
Park (AFPA) as part of the Linked Riverfront 
Parks Project. 

1982 -  AFPA constructed. Intended to be fully 
ticketed, but due to public funding 
sponsorships were developed with Ford, 
Coca-Cola to deliver free programming. 

2017 –  East Riverfront Redevelopment Project 
seeks to redevelop more than 400 acres 
of Detroit’s waterfront with new residential 
and commercial uses, intensifying the area 
around AFPA, transforming the area into a 
vibrant public waterfront.

Precedents
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Klyde Warren Park

Facilities

• A mix of active and passive spaces, including 
children’s playgrounds and waterplay areas, 
reading spaces, fountains, game areas, 
botanical gardens, and dog parks. 

• 40,000 ft2 lawn with performance stage used 
for daily exercise classes, as well as special 
event concerts, movies, and similar high-
attendance events

• Free Wi-Fi.

• A 6,000 ft2 (560 m2) restaurant

• Public restrooms

Facts

Location Dallas, Texas

Owner City of Dallas

Operator Woodall Rodgers Park Foundation

Site Area 5.2 acres (1.2x the size of WFP)

Capacity 10,000 total (lawn for 5,000)

Attendance 1,000,000+ annually

VIP Valet parking

Programming

• 1300+ events annually (avg. 3.5 per day)

• Daily events include food trucks, and free 
exercise classes, including fitness, yoga, 
bootcamps, ballroom dancing, Zumba, tai chi.

• Special events include movie nights, civic 
dinner parties, Signature Block Party Series, 
special art installations and placemaking 
events, including temporary installations, and 
aerial dances performed on adjacent office 
buildings. 

• 75% of programming designed for families

• Park is open from 6am to 11pm and has 
a dedicated staff of 24-7 security guards, 
custodial team, and events coordinators.

Funding

• $110 million total construction cost. High cost 
due to highway decking & infrastructure

• Funded from multiple sources, including $20 
million from the City of Dallas, $20 million from 
State & Federal Governments, $50 million in 
private donations which includes the lead $10 
million donation with naming rights

• There are additional named components of the 
park, including the Muse Family Performance 
Pavilion, Ginsberg Family Great Lawn, Nancy 
Collins Fisher Pavilion etc...

• Woodall Rogers Park Foundation continues 
fundraising efforts to add new park amenities, 
maintain programming etc...

• Klyde Warren Park and Dallas Arts District 
Public Improvement District (PID) was created 
in 2014 to help fund on-going operations. This 
accounts for 23% of their annual operating 
revenue, and is levied at 2.5 cents per $100 
in assessed value. Operating costs include 
security, custodial, programming (incl. holiday 
lighting). The foundation has argued that rents, 
development, and property values have all 
increased significantly because of the park and 
its operations. 

• Ongoing revenue comes from food and 
beverage sales, restaurant rent, sponsored 
events, in-kind contributions, advertising, venue 
rentals, corporate and individual gifts, and an 
operating and capital reserve.

Construction

• Incorporates the use of 32 native tree and plant 
species. The Park’s 322 trees will sequester an 
estimated 7 tons of carbon per year at maturity. 
The trees will act as a natural bio-filter and 
reduce storm water run-off and mitigate urban 
heat.

• The water features will use a water reclamation 
system and a double purification system, 
substantially reducing the use of potable water 
and the disposal of “dirty” water. 

• The restaurant is registered for LEED Silver 
certification level, and includes the use of 
geothermal energy for cooling and heating, 
high efficiency light fixtures, recycled materials 
and more.

•  Klyde Warren Park uses solar panels on the 
light poles and a high-efficiency lighting 
management system.

• The cover over the freeway reduces traffic 
noise for the surface level pedestrian traffic, as 
well as the adjacent buildings.

History

• Built over an existing freeway in 2012 

• Park connects Dallas Arts District (inc. the 
Dallas Museum of Art, Nasher Sculpture Center, 
AT&T Performing Arts Center, Morton H. 
Meyerson Symphony Center) to other parts of 
the city.

• The park stimulated adjacent real estate 
development and increased tax revenue. 

Impact studies estimate 
that Klyde Warren Park has 
generated $312.7 million 
in economic benefit and 
$12.7 million in direct 
tax revenue. Adjacent 
commercial rents have 
increased 32%.

Precedents
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Celebration Square

Facilities

• ‘Diamond Vision’ screens, a state of the art 
Main Stage,  300 seat amphitheatre, Market 
Trellis/serviced vendor area, Lawn, Fountain/
Rink, Jubilee Garden, Raised Gardens, Forested 
Garden, Glass Pavilion  and Terrace. The venue 
will support crowds of up to 50,000 people. 

Facts

Location Mississauga, Ontario

Owner City of Mississauga

Operator City of Mississauga

Site Area 6.6 acres (1.6x the size of WFP)

Capacity 50,000

Attendance 1.4 million (2014)

VIP None

Programming

• 100+ events annually

• Movie nights, fitness classes, markets, 
concerts, art events, food-truck events, and 
independently-produced festivals including 
ImagineNative Film Festival, cultural events 
(Latin Festival, Bollywood Mashup, Philippine 
Festival, Muslim Fest), civic celebrations (ie. 
Canada Day, New Years Eve, Community 
Crime Awareness), sporting competitions 
(Timbersports), and open-mic events. 

• Large, permanent screens allow for 
broadcasting of important sports events, 
including the Olympics, World Cup, as well 
as local NBA and NHL teams (“Jurassic Park 
West”). 

Funding

• $43 million construction cost shared between 
municipal and Provincial governments, as well 
as the Federal Government’s Infrastructure 
Stimulus Fund. The City of Mississauga 
contributed $10 million to the project. 

• Some events and activities are sponsored by 
various third parties. Ice skating is sponsored 
by  the Provincial Government and a local utility 
company.

Construction

• The lawn in front of the stage features regularly-
spaced in-ground power outlets

History

• Originally built outside of the Mississauga Civic 
Centre (City Hall) in 1978, Civic Square was little 
more than a concrete plaza with a small stage. 

• Celebration Plaza was developed through an 
extensive public engagement process starting 
in 2007, and opened in 2011. The vision was 
developed by Project for Public Spaces and 
Janet Rosenberg Studio. 

“This square will do what 
we’ve struggled to do 
over the years—develop a 
citywide spirit” 
 
—Mayor Hazel McCallion

Precedents
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MECU Pavilion / Pier Six

Facilities

• Inclined seating area (covered) and inclined 
lawn (uncovered), surrounded by a waterfront 
walkway which hosts ancillary uses including 
temporary washrooms, food trucks, and 
merchandise. The waterfront walkway 
sometimes hosts events, including civic dinner 
parties (ie. En Blanc).

• A permanent concrete structure behind the 
stage contains offices, a loading dock and five 
dressing rooms for performers.

Facts

Location Baltimore, Maryland

Owner City of Baltimore, Baltimore 
Development Corp

Operator Live Nation & ASM Global with a 
7 year (+ option for 3 more years) 
contract won through a public RFP 
Previously, Rams Head Group

Site Area 2.4 acres (0.6x the size of WFP)

Capacity 4,600 total
(3,600 seats, 1,000 inclined lawn)

Attendance Avg. 3,000 per event from 2009-14

VIP See Programming

Programming

•  Average of 23 shows a year from 2009-2014. 
Live Nation is required to host a minimum of 25 
events per season.

• Notable past concerts include: Coldplay, 
Britney Spears, Avicii, Donna Summer, Etta 
James, Goo Goo Dolls, Diana Ross, Jill Scott, 
Johnny Cash, Ray Charles, Tom Jones, Tracy 
Chapman

• VIP experience includes premium seats, 
premium parking, VIP Club access, dedicated 
customer service staff. There area additional 
VIP services for MECU members (Credit Union), 
including reduced rates, early access tickets 
etc...

Construction

• Permanent structure built by Future Tents 
Limited in 1990 for $4.9 million. The tent is 70’ 
high at its highest point and 30’ at the sides.

• In 2016, as part of the Live Nation contract, the 
venue underwent another $4 million renovation 
including a new tent and seats.

Funding

• Live Nation won a publicly tendered RFP to 
act as the site operator. The RFP required the 
proponent to invest in renovations to the venue. 

• Live Nation sold the naming rights sold in 2018 
to the Municipal Employees Credit Union of 
Baltimore (value undisclosed) to cover the 
renovation costs. 

• Seats were co-purchased with a much larger 
order for the Maryland Stadium Authority, 
saving the venue money. 

History

• Opened in 1981 as a temporary venue, “Harbor 
Lights Concert Pavilion”

• The areas surrounding Pier 6 are part of a 
larger Baltimore Harbour redevelopment 
study from 2013. It features a number of 
recommendations, including developing a more 
inviting and pedestrian-focused entry plaza at 
Pier 6, as well as keeping promenade adjacent 
to the Pavilion open to the general public.

• Prior to the award of the operating contract 
to Live Nation, there were efforts to maximize 
the use of the pier on non-event days. 
Programming included family friendly activities 
such as corn hole games, hula hoops for kids, 
yoga sessions on the lawn, and a memorial day 
cookout. They have also hosted laser shows 
in projected onto the canopy in the winter 
months. 

• Pier 6 has provided community outreach 
through the years, including offering discounted 
tickets to university students, as well as military 
veterans. 
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West Riverfront Park / Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Centennial Park

Facilities

• The proposed design for the Ralph C. Wilson 
Jr. Centennial Park includes a play area for 
children; a cove which provides a beach for 
water activities such as swimming, kayaking 
and ice skating; a sports house – for basketball 
and other activities; a grassy pavilion for 
performances and events; a park house that 
will house the security operations, and, a café, 
public restrooms and maintenance storage 
area.

Facts

Location Detroit, Michigan

Owner The Detroit Riverfront Conservancy

Operator The Detroit Riverfront Conservancy

Site Area 22 acres (5.4x the size of WFP)

Capacity 12,000 - 20,000 in most cases 
Up to 40,000 for the entire site

Attendance n/a

VIP None

Programming

• The land is temporarily being used as an 
outdoor festival / concert area. Since its 
opening to the public in 2013, it has hosted 
large-scale events such as Detroit River Days, 
MoPop, and WYCD Downtown Hoedown led 
by promoters such as LiveNation, Crofoot 
Presents, and Olympia Entertainment.

History

• The site, previously privately owned by the 
Detroit Free Press, housed a printing press 
facility closed to the public for nearly 100 years 
before the Detroit Riverfront Conservancy 
bought the property in 2007 and demolished 
the building later that year. 

• In 2013, the Conservancy opened the property 
to the public following $5 million in renovations 
with the intention of hosting large temporary 
festivals and concerts.

• In 2018 an international design competition 
was held to develop the design of the 
reimagined park. It was won by landscape 
architect Michael Van Valkenburgh. 

Funding

• Received a $100 million philanthropic donation, 
$40 million of which is dedicated to the park 
itself (total estimated cost for the park is 
$60 million). $10 million is allocated for an 
endowment for operations, programming, 
and upkeep. Additional funds are for trail 
connections and upgrades along the Detroit 
Riverfront. 

• Additional philanthropic donations have been 
made to fund other components of the park, 
including a $5 million donation for a children’s 
playground.

• Large investments in Detroit’s riverfront 
are seen as critical to spurring economic 
development and Detroit’s recovery at large. 
In 2017, the Detroit Riverfront Conservancy 
released the 400-acre Detroit East Riverfront 
Framework Plan—a masterplan developed 
in collaboration with the City of Detroit, 
which calls for 21 million square feet in new 
development along the Detroit riverfront.

• The non-profit Detroit Riverfront Conservancy 
develops public/private partnerships and is 
governed by a 50-member board including, 
municipal and state economic development 
corporations, business associations, as well 
as business leaders including those with 
experience in casinos, conventions, banks, car 
manufacturing, commercial real estate, and 
development. 

Construction

• Expected to be completed in 2023
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Placemaking

Placemaking guides our approach, challenging us 
to uncover the possibilities Windsor Festival Plaza’s 
unique urban context and history can offer, allowing 
local stories to emerge. 

Activation

Curated Activation is a strategy that helps 
audiences feel connected and engaged to the site, 
and in turn contributes to increased placemaking 
that feeds back and converts to an increased 
sense of connection to the site, as well as  
opportunities for sustainable revenue generation. 

Engagement

Engaged Placemaking occurs when a shared 
narrative is used to link engagement that responds 
to a variety of stakeholder needs. A strong identity 
is formed not only in the physical space of the site, 
but also in digital and social spheres. 

Holistic Value Generation

An Ecosystem of overlapping stakeholder 
engagement to a project is amplified by rallying 

around collective storytelling and culture. 


