
 
 

NEWS RELEASE 
 
EDMONTON – This morning at the Violet King Henry Plaza, MLA Rajan Sawhney launched her bid for the 
leadership of the United Conservative Party. 
 
“I’m running for leader of the United Conservative Party because it is time to take our party forward,” 
Sawhney said. “I’m running for Premier because it is time to take our province forward. Most of all, I’m 
running because its time to take our families forward.” 
 
Born and raised in Calgary, Rajan Sawhney has been recognized as a Community Builder by the YWCA of 
Canada. With a private sector career in energy spanning more than two decades, the former Minister of 
both Community and Social Services and Transportation has a track record of leading and getting results. 
A mother of four and a passionate Albertan, Rajan is dedicated to making the right investments in health 
and education and building a prosperous future for all Albertans. 
 
MLA Angela Pitt will Chair the Rajan Sawhney leadership campaign. “We need to move forward with 
Rajan Sawhney,” MLA Pitt said. “The last thing this party needs is more of the same.” 
 
Based on advice from MLA Pitt, Sawhney announced today that she would be launching a full, open, 
transparent and independent Public Inquiry (see backgrounder) into Alberta’s COVID response. “We 
need to know what we did right and we need to know what we did wrong, Sawhney concluded. “We 
need to know these things so we can move FORWARD to create a BETTER FUTURE for our province.” 
 
From Edmonton Sawhney will travel down the Queen Elizabeth Highway with stops in Penhold and 
Airdrie. She will end the day with a rally of her supporters in North East Calgary. 
 
Media contact:  
media@rajansawhney.ca  
403-874-2048 
  
Connect with Rajan on Social Media:   
Twitter:             @RajanJSaw  
Facebook:         www.facebook.com/rajanjsawhney  
Instagram:        @_rajansawhney_ 
 
Briefing note below. 
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Briefing Note – COVID-19 Inquiry 
Rajan Sawhney Leadership Campaign 

Summary 
Alberta’s Public Inquiries Act establishes the process and procedure involved in commencing a public 
inquiry in Alberta. A public inquiry is an official investigation into a specific issue or event that is ordered 
by a municipal, provincial, territorial or federal governmental body. Public inquiries are typically ordered 
in response to matters of significant public concern and tend to attract a great deal of media interest.  1 

Public inquiries have a long history in Canada and Alberta. Since Confederation, over 500 public inquiries 
have been commissioned covering topics ranging from the decline of sockeye salmon in the Fraser River 
to the contamination of the national blood supply in the 1970s and 1980s. The most recent example in 
Alberta is the 2019 Public inquiry into anti-Alberta energy campaigns.2 

What is a Public Inquiry? 
Put simply a public inquiry is essentially a public investigation. Public inquiries examine the facts 
underlying an issue or event, including any factors that may have caused or contributed to it, and 
provide recommendations to the government to improve public policy. Most inquiries involve an 
investigative stage and some form of public hearing. The inquiry ends with the publication of a final 
report. The recommendations in the report are not binding on the government.1 

A public inquiry is formed by an Order in Council issued by the Lieutenant Governor on the advice of 
Executive Council. The legislation that enables and sets out the rules is the Public Inquiries Act. 

Public Inquiries Act 
A public inquiry can be formed by the Government of Alberta to investigate any issue that falls under 
provincial jurisdiction and that it considers is in the public interest and connected with the good 
government of Alberta or the conduct of the public business of Alberta; or that it considers to be a 
matter of public concern. 

Composition of Inquiry 
The government must appoint at least one commissioner to lead the public inquiry but can appoint 
more. The legislation does not indicate a maximum number of commissioners. 

 
1 Rebecca Jones, A. W. (2021). Public Law in Canada 2021: Public Inquiries. Lencber Slaght. 
2 www.alberta.ca/public-inquiry-into-anti-alberta-energy-campaigns.aspx 



 
 
Powers of Commissioner 
The commissioner is given broad authority to hire staff including counsel, clerks, technical experts, etc. 
to assist them in the work of the commission. 

While a public inquiry is neither a civil nor a criminal trial it has the same powers to, "…to enforce the 
attendance of persons as witnesses and to compel them to give evidence and to produce documents 
and things…”3 as a court in civil cases, and the commissioner has, “…the same privileges and immunities 
as a judge of the Court of Queen’s Bench.” The same rules as court apply for admissibility of evidence, 
right to counsel for anyone appearing before the commission. 

 
 

 
3 Public Inquiries Act, RSA 2000, c P-39, <https://canlii.ca/t/54wjl> retrieved on 2022-06-09 


