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MESSAGE FROM EXECUTIVE CHAIRMAN

Dear Friends,

Warm greetings from San Jose.

We are very happy to inform you that our Founder 
and Managing Trustee, Dr. R.V. Ramani, has been 
given the Padma Shri Award, one of India’s highest 
civilian honors, for his forty years of relentless work 
in the eye care field. It is a well-deserved award and 
all of us at SEF, USA, congratulate Dr. Ramani and 
wish him all the best.

How did we do last year? Well, donations were 
almost on par with the previous year until the second 
half of December 2018 when it started slowing down 
and we were worried. “Not to worry,” said an angel 
donor who donated one million dollars anonymously 
for the Hyderabad hospital construction project and 
that helped us exceed our target for 2018. SEF is 
very fortunate, indeed.

It was a busy 2018 with events happening across 
the U.S., including the Bay Area, Southern California, 
Seattle, Austin, Dallas, New Jersey and New York. 
Dr. Ramani, Mr. Srivatsan, Honarary Director at 
Sankara Eye Care Institutions, India,  Ms. Seetha 
Chandrasekar, Director of Partner Relations and 
Foundations, Mr. Bharath Balasubramaniam, 
President of Community Outreach and Dr. Kaushik 
Murali, President of Medical Administration, 
Education & Quality, visited us from SEF, India, and 
they participated in our banquets and other events. 
It was a very useful trip for all of us as we learned 
a lot more about the meticulous and quality work 
carried out with a lot of devotion and commitment 
at all our hospitals. It reinforced our faith in this 
movement.

Thanks to your support all these years, we have 
completed over 1.845 million free eye surgeries at 
our nine hospitals, and the next three hospitals are 
coming up in Indore, Mumbai and Hyderabad. The 

construction of the Indore hospital has started and 
is expected to be completed by the end of this year. 
We have acquired land in Hyderabad at a nominal 
price from the Government of Telangana and we 
expect the construction to start in a couple of 
months.

In February, Board Member, Sundar Radhakrishnan 
and Shashank Jhawer from India joined Board 
Member, Sumanth Rajagopal and me to visit the 
site of the upcoming R. Jhunjhunwala Sankara 
Eye Hospital in Mumbai. The demolition of the 
existing structure and the excavation is completed. 
Construction will start in a month or so and 
inauguration is expected in June 2020. SEF will 
be running twelve Sankara Eye Hospitals by 2020 
and will reach a total capacity of 300,000 free eye 
surgeries per year before 2025.

In search for new eye care partners, we visited 
impressive Akhand Jyoti Eye Hospital in Mastichak 
near Patna, Bihar and met with their board and 
advisory board. They are already performing over 
50,000 free eye surgeries annually and will be 
building another 350-bed hospital to perform 
another 50,000 free surgeries for a total of 100,000 
free surgeries. We also visited Sri Sai Lions Netralaya 
in Patna and they too, are doing a good job. We will 
be increasing our support for free eye surgeries at 
this hospital.

With your solid support, we are well on our way 
to delivering 500,000 free 
surgeries per year by 2025.

Jyot Se Jyot Jalate Chalo
Prem Ki Ganga Bahate Chalo

Sincerely Yours,

Murali Krishnamurthy

OPEN AN EYE A MONTH
For $30 a month 

you can sponsor a cataract surgery 
each month



2

SEF, INDIA WINS POLESTAR AWARD FOR HEALTH

Sankara Eye Foundation (SEF), India, has won the 20th Annual PoleStar 
Award for “Social Impact in Health.” SEF took home the prize in recognition 
of its ground-breaking 80:20 sustainability model, allowing it to become a 
world leader in community eye care services. PoleStar also recognized the 
fundraising efforts of SEF, USA, for its contribution in eradicating curable 
blindness. 

Established in 1998 to celebrate work in technology, journalism, and 
business, the PoleStar Award honors the world’s hundreds of thousands of 
corporations and nonprofit organizations that go out of their way to enrich 
the lives of the underprivileged. The foundation’s belief behind instituting the 
award was that no effort taken to make the world a better place should go 
unnoticed.

Sankara Eye Hospital, Coimbatore, and Round Table 
India have launched Freedom Through Education 
VISION FTE – a new community service initiative 
focused on providing free and subsidized eye care for 
underprivileged youth. 

As part of the initiative’s goals, VISION FTE will 
bring comprehensive eye screenings, treatments, 
and prescription eye wear to the students 
of Round Table’s schools in Coimbatore, 
Tirupur, Salem, and Erode. 

Over the next nine months, the initiative 
has plans to screen over 5,000 students. 
There are future plans to expand VISION 
FTE to Kanpur, Ludhiana, Jaipur, Guntur, 
Bengaluru, Shimoga, and Anand.  

Vision FTE will be launched by Tr. Dhruv 
Dalmia, President of Round Table India, 
and Dr. R.V. Ramani, Founder & Managing 
Trustee of Sankara Eye Hospitals. SEF is 
excited to work with Round Table and the 

community youth to provide these vital resources to 
all those in need.

With the joint collaboration with Round Table, 
Sankara hopes to involve youngsters with a strong 
social commitment to reach out to the needy children 
and ensure that no one is needlessly blind.

SEF & ROUND TABLE INDIA LAUNCH VISION FTE

INNOVATIVE NERVE TRANSPLANT SURGERY RESTORES VISION

Doctors at Sankara Eye Hospital, Bengaluru, 
performed a path-breaking surgery on 10-year-old, 
Joy Sarkar, from Kolkata, to treat his corneal 
anesthesia. Corneal anesthesia is a rare condition 
defined as a loss of corneal sensation. Corneal 
anesthesia leads to a clinical condition known as 
neurotrophic keratopathy, which prevents patients 
from feeling pain in an affected eye or recognizing 
when it has been scratched or infected.

Joy had lost sensation in his left eye due to his 
condition and it led to non-healing ulcers. The upper 
layers of Roy’s cornea were damaged, but 
just treating that would not have helped him due to 
the issue with the connectivity of the nerve. For his 
unique problem, the doctors decided to perform the 
sural nerve transplant, a procedure usually used by 

neurosurgeons and plastic surgeons to treat facial 
paralysis.  Doctors at SEF transplanted a sensory 
nerve from his foot to his eye. Three days later, Joy 
could see clearly and his father expressed gratitude 
that Sankara performed an unimaginable surgery and 
gave his boy a new lease on life.  

Dr. Ram Bhatia, Chief Oculoplasty Surgeon, 
Sankara Eye Hospital, explained that this condition 
could be congenital but could also be the result 
of viral infections caused by herpes, non-specific 
inflammation or may even point to conditions such 
as a tumor in the brain stem. It was believed that 
once a nerve is lost, it most likely cannot be replaced 
or cured. But new studies have shown that there is 
a possibility of regeneration of nerves, and that was 
used to treat the boy in this case. 

Open an Eye a Month 
for $30 a month! 

Or 

Become a Founding Donor 
and leave a lasting legacy!

www.giftofvision.org

DONATE
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DR. R.V. RAMANI RECEIVES PADMA SHRI AWARD

Dr. R.V. Ramani, Founder of Sankara Eye Foundation, 
India, has been conferred with the Padma Shri for 
distinguished service in the field of medicine by the 
Government of India. 

Established in 1954, the Padma Awards are one 
of India’s highest civilian honors, celebrating 
achievements in public service across all disciplines. 
Dr. Ramani was instrumental in introducing SEF’s 
80:20 self-sustainability model, allowing SEF to 

become the world’s largest free community eye care 
provider. Under Dr. Ramani’s leadership, Sankara 
hospitals have performed more than 1.8 million free 
eye surgeries, working towards the goal of eradicating 
curable blindness in India. 

The SEF, USA, team is proud of the recognition Dr. 
Ramani has received for his body of work and impact 
on the health sector. 

A Visionary...
Founded Sankara Eye Foundation, India
Implemented Rainbow Program
Initiated Sankara Eye Bank
Established World Class Eye Care with Social Impact
Past President of Rotary Coimbatore Central and CII

Team Sankara proudly celebrates the recognition of our 
Founder Dr. R. V. Ramani with the Padma Shri Award

Earlier this month, Sankara Eye Foundation was 
showcased at the high-profile IITians Influencing India’s 
Transformation (IIT-IIT) event in Mumbai, India. This 
newly formed NGO is striving to scale social impact 
across India. At the event, IIT-IIT launched the Grow To 
National Scale initiative (GTNS), with a goal to identify 
self-sustaining social impact programs addressing a 
national need. SEF was identified as a GTNS-ready 
program that can successfully deliver the Gift of Vision 
across India via its expanding network of hospitals.

Sankara was represented by Dr. R.V. Ramani, Sundar 
Radhakrishnan, and Bharath Balasubramaniam in an 
interactive panel discussion at the event. Dr. Ramani 
engaged the panel and audience as he narrated SEF’s 
journey from its small Coimbatore roots to its now 
large and expanding network of hospitals across India. 
He affirmed the organization’s goal to perform millions 
of free eye surgeries for patients across India for years 
to come, with an unwavering commitment to delivering 
the highest level of care to its patients regardless of 
socio-economic status.

Sundar extensively discussed the role of SEF, USA, as 
the fundraising arm of Sankara, and the impact that the 
volunteer-led organization has had on the explosive 
growth of SEF India’s hospitals.

Also discussed was SEF, USA’s Vision 500K Initiative 
which focuses on partnership opportunities with 
existing service providers across underserved regions, 
such as Bihar and Chhattisgarh. This initiative will allow 
Sankara to grow its capacity of free eye surgeries from 
300K to 500K per year. 

Finally, Bharath touched upon the critical back-end 
operations, performance metrics and progress-
monitoring systems at Sankara Eye Hospitals, all key 
to delivering Sankara’s high quality care regardless of 
hospital location. 

SEF SHOWCASED AT IIT-IIT EVENT
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VISION 500K INITIATIVE

Anand, Gujarat

Mumbai, Maharashtra

Hyderabad, Telangana
Shimoga, Karnataka

Rajkot, Gujarat

Guntur, Andhra Pradesh

Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu

Kanpur, Uttar Pradesh

Ludhiana, Punjab

Jaipur, Rajasthan

Indore, Madhya Pradesh

Patna, Bihar

Sambalpur, Odisha

Raipur, Chhattisgarh

Current SEF Hospitals

Upcoming SEF Hospitals

New Partner Hospitals

States covered by Sankara Eye Hospitals 
and New Partner Services

Bengaluru, Karnataka

Krishnankoil, Tamil Nadu

Recently, SEF volunteer, Padmini Chelluri, visited 
Sankara’s new VISION 500K partner hospital, MGM 
Eye Institute in Raipur, Chhattisgarh. Padmini met 
with Institute Director, Dr. Deepshikha Agrawal, and 
was led on an informative tour of the facility and its 
lush green campus spread across 6.4 acres. Similar to 
SEF, this hospital is committed to providing quality 
eye care services on a self-sustaining model, where 
the economically underprivileged are treated totally 
free of cost.

The hospital is state-of-the-art and in extremely 
good condition. Surgical theatres are designed to 
international standards, and pre- and post-operative 
areas are equipped with world-class sterilization 

units. Most recently, SEF, USA, has sponsored one 
of the newly constructed theatres. The Institute 
has a community outreach program run by a 
dedicated team that screens patients in eye camps. 
In addition to clinical services, the MGM Institute 
also works to further education in the field and 
offers National Board approved Ophthalmic training 
courses including DNB (MS/MD equivalent), Nursing 
Assistant, Paramedical and internationally-recognized 
Ophthalmology training courses. SEF is very fortunate 
to be connected with such an amazing institute, and 
we wish Dr. Deepshika and her organization the very 
best success with their charity work in Raipur.

Partner Hospital Highlight: MGM Eye Institute, Raipur

The VISION 500K Initiative fuels SEF’s goal of performing 500,000 free surgeries per year by 2025. Once 
at full capacity, the 12 Sankara Hospitals (nine currently operational hospitals and three upcoming hospitals) 
will be able to perform 300,000 free surgeries per year. For the remaining 200,000, SEF will identify and  
collaborate with partner organizations in regions where SEF currently does not operate.

500K Surgeries by 2025

•	300K surgeries through 12 Sankara Eye Hospitals
•	200K surgeries through Partnered Eye Care Providers

Sankara has identified five new partners in Bihar, Odisha, Gujarat 
and Chhattisgarh that have an organic fit with SEF’s high 
standards of quality and service. SEF, USA, has begun to raise 
funds to perform free eye surgeries at the following partner 
organizations:

1.      Sai Lions in Patna, Bihar
2.     Akhand Jyoti in Mastichak, Patna, Bihar
3.     Vision India, Trilochan Netralaya in Sambalpur, Odisha
4.     MGM Eye Institute in Raipur, Chhattisgarh
5.     Ranchod Das Ashram in Rajkot, Gujarat 

In 2018, a total of 200,000 eye surgeries were performed 
through Sankara and partner hospitals. In order to expand the 
Vision’s reach, SEF is looking for more organizations to work 
with in West Bengal, Jharkhand, and Uttarakhand. SEF, India, 
will provide guidance and training programs for these service 
providers and help them meet and exceed the Sankara standard 
for quality and service.
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DOCTORS TREAT A TEENAGER’S KERATOCONUS - CONE SHAPED CORNEA

Through Sankara Eye Hospital’s school eye camps, 16-year-old 
Manikandan from Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, was successfully 
treated for keratoconus. Keratoconus, commonly known as 
a “cone-shaped cornea,” can lead to decreasing vision and 
requires early attention and treatment.

Manikandan, who was previously unaware of his condition, 
was first diagnosed by Sankara paramedics hosting eye-
screening camps at his school. After identifying the issue, the 
team recommended he undergo a Corneal Collagen Cross-
Linking surgery (C3R), a non-invasive procedure that slows 
the progression of the condition and strengthens the corneal 
tissue. While Manikandan’s family was initially concerned the 
cost would be an inhibiting factor, the Sankara team assured 
the family that the surgery would be performed free of charge. 
After undergoing two successful C3R surgeries at Coimbatore’s 
Sankara Eye Hospital, Manikandan is now eager to return to his 
life with renewed hope. 

SOCAL YOUTH VOLUNTEERS

The Ventura/LA Chapter of SEF, founded over a 
decade ago, has seen tremendous growth among 
adult and youth volunteers. In additional to annual 
events organized by SoCal SEF, the chapter is 
knowns for attracting youth volunteers – from young 
children to high school students – and introducing 
them to SEF and its mission. At every meeting and 
event hosted by the chapter, youth volunteers attend 
in ever-larger droves to serve their community 
- striving to work hard for a cause larger than 
themselves. Their devotion to the cause proves that 
when it comes to service, actions speak of potential 
far beyond their years. 

In the fall of 2018, the youth chapter, led by current 
presidents, Krishna Kandury and Pranav Pomalapally, 
along with the former presidents, Jagan Rangarajan 
and Akshaya Venkatesh, organized a very successful 
Youth Entrepreneurship Workshop. The workshop, 
which was attended by 50 students from 6th to 11th 
grades, focused on developing critical knowledge 
in marketing, finance, and basic entrepreneurship 
principles. The workshop covered everything from 

designing logos, 
setting product 
prices, projecting 
growth and 
product pivoting. 
Examples and 
case studies 
were taken 
from Tesla, 
Khan Academy, 
Apple, and 
other familiar 

companies to illustrate how these concepts and 
strategies helped grow these organizations into 
successful household brands. The students engaged 
in interactive activities designed to demonstrate 
the validity (or invalidity) of various scenarios and 
strategies in the entrepreneurial world. The event 
raised $1,500 for free eye surgeries, but more 
importantly, has helped create 50 new potential 
entrepreneurs ready to shake up the business world. 
Furthermore, each student left the event with an 
empowering understanding of what it means to be a 
youth volunteer for Sankara. 

Student commitment to Sankara across the country 
is growing exponentially each year. Recently, youth 
volunteers Neha Thiyagarajan and Anika Shetty 
performed a Bharatanatyam arangetram and 
requested donations for SEF instead of gifts for 
themselves.  The duo mentions that they “… have 
always enjoyed volunteering at SEF events,” and 
“apart from meeting like-minded volunteers, it has 
also taught us valuable life lessons. We have gained 
leadership, communication, and teamwork skills from 
working with all of the wonderful SEF volunteers in 
the LA Chapter.” Funds raised from their arangetram 
will be used to support 87 free eye surgeries. 
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Join Our Community
Learn & share the word about our cause!

www.twitter.com/sankaraeye
www.facebook.com/giftofvision

www.youtube.com/user/sankaraeyefoundation

If you would like to receive your SEF 
Newsletter via email, please send an 
email to GoGreen@giftofvision.org. 
Please include your donor ID and full 
name as seen on mailing address.

Let’s Go Green!    

Distributed By:
SEF, USA
1900 McCarthy Blvd. #302
Milpitas, CA 95035
1-866-SANKARA
www.giftofvision.org

EIN: 77-6141976

Anil Lal
Anju Desai
C. N. Srivatsan 
Divyogi Patel
K. Sridharan
Padma Parthasarathy
Sumanth Rajagopal
Sundar Radhakrishnan
Venkat Maddipati

I’m Savit Bhat, a sophomore at Dougherty Valley High 
School in San Ramon, CA.
The summer of 2018 was my most productive 
couple of months. I wanted to make use of my free 
afternoons, so I took up the task 
of my first ever job: tutoring. From 
the start, my mind was set on 
donating my earnings to charities 
like Sankara Eye Foundation. 

I came to know about SEF at the 
age of 4 or 5 through TV.  On 
Saturday mornings, I used to 
watch a weekly program with my 
family which had SEF awareness 
commercials. Upon seeing the 
people in the advertisement, 
I had a few questions for my 
parents. After a small discussion, I 

understood that there should not be blindness around 
the world and that it’s not fair for some people to 
be deprived of the basic privilege that the rest of us 
have.

Years later,  the Sankara 
fundraising events reminded 
me that I should do my part to 
help eradicate curable blindness.

Finally, through the support of 
my tutees, I donated my earnings 
to SEF through Mr. Murali 
Krishnamurthy, Founder and 
Executive Chairman. 

Being able to “give the gift of 
vision” is truly as rewarding as it 
sounds.

Please update your information
Send us your updated email addresses, phone 

numbers and mailing address, if you have moved.

Info@giftofvision.org 
or 1-866-SANKARA (726-5272)

Executive Chairman:
Murali Krishnamurthy

Board Members:

GIVING THE GIFT OF VISION BY SAVIT BHAT

Join 
Focus Mumbai, Focus Hyderabad 

and Focus Indore Teams 

Help with fundraising activities and 
help us build our next hospital.

Info@giftofvision.org

BECOME A 
VOLUNTEER!

Join one of the local teams 
or start your own team

Special thanks to our major sponsors 
who have suported our past events

New York/New Jersey Sponsors
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Capital Funding (Hospital Construction - Get you name inscribed at the hospital) 

! $20,000+ 
Facility Room Donor – Sponsor a room and get a personalized plaque at the hospital of your choice. 
Please contact SEF Office at 1-866-SANKARA (726-5272) for more information. 

! $10,000 Platinum Wall of Founders Donation 

! $5,000 Golden Wall of Founders Donation 

! $1,000 Wall of Founders Donation 

! Other $ ________________________ 

Choose the Capital Project 

!  Mumbai, Maharashtra   !  Hyderabad, Telangana   ! Indore, Madhya Pradesh   
 

! Name Another Hospital: ____________________________________________________ 

Special request – e.g. Donation in name of:  
 

                                                 

 
 
 
 

Cataract Surgeries/Food for Patients 
 ! $3,000 Open 100 Eyes  (100 Cataract Surgeries)       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                 Scan to  
                           Donate Online 
 

! $1,500 Open an Eye a Week for One Year (50 Cataract Surgeries) 

! $360 Open an Eye a Month for One Year (12 Cataract Surgeries) 

! $90 Open Three Eyes (3 Cataract Surgeries) 

! $30 Open an Eye (One Cataract Surgery) 

! $200 Food for Patients 

! Other $_______________ 

You can sponsor the surgery on a special day like birthday or anniversary.  Please let us know and where possible, and we 
will try and accommodate your request:  
 

 
 
 
 

Payment: 

Amount: $___________      ! Check (Payable to Sankara Eye Foundation)   ! Credit Card (Visa/Master/Amex)                                                           

 

Credit Card # ____________________________________________ Exp Date: _____/_____ CVV _________ 
                              (Call SEF office at 1-866-SANKARA for installment plans)                                     (CCV: 3-digit code on the back) 

 

First Name: ________________________ Last Name: ____________________ Spouse: ___________________ 
 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City: __________________________________ State: _______________ Zip: ______________ 
  

Phone #: _________________________ Email: ______________________________________ 
 

Signature: _________________________________________ Date: ____/____/_______   
 

! My employer will match my donation.    Employer: _______________________________________________ 
 
 
 Online: www.giftofvision.org 

Mail to: Sankara Eye Foundation, 1900 McCarthy Blvd. # 302, Milpitas, CA 95035 

1-866-SANKARA (726-5272)                           info@giftofvision.org                                Fax:  408-456-0790                     TAX ID# 77-6141976 

!     
I would like  

 to volunteer     
     

    
 

DONATION FORM

Executive Chairman:
Murali Krishnamurthy
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Get $200 credit towards concert tickets when you become 
a Founding Donor at one of the upcoming hospitals (valued at $1,000)

For larger donations, please call SEF Office @ 1-866-SANKARA (726-5272)

                             SONU NIGAM & NEHA KAKKAR MEGA CONCERT IN OAKLAND, CA


