
Friends of West Susitna applauds the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ acceptance of West 
Susitna Access Project’s permit application 
  
SKWENTNA, AK –September 30, 2022 — Board members of Friends of West Susitna applaud 
the news that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has accepted the West Susitna Access 
Project’s permit filing for Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.  
  
This milestone is the latest in a series of developments advancing the project which will provide 
more access to the West Susitna for more Alaskans. The USACE is now planning the public 
consultation process, a critical component of the road development project. The USACE is 
responsible for the project approval consultation process.  
  
Friends of West Susitna Board Chair Cindi Herman welcomed the announcement. “We are one 
step closer to opening up a wonderful part of Alaska for all Alaskans,” said Herman. “We will 
take full advantage of the USACE consultation process to speak up about what we see as the 
project’s benefits: access for Alaskans to their Alaska land, increased recreational opportunities, 
economic development, and jobs. The lands and waters west of the Susitna River should be 
open to all Alaskans.” 
  
According to USACE, their permit work is designed to “balance the reasonably foreseeable 
benefits and detriments of proposed projects, and make permit decisions that recognize the 
essential values of the Nation's aquatic ecosystems to the general public, as well as the 
property rights of private citizens who want to use their land. During the permit process, the 
Corps considers the views of other Federal, state and local agencies, interest groups, and the 
general public.” 
  
In addition to the benefit of being open to the public for outdoor activities and recreational 
purposes, the West Susitna Access Road presents other opportunities such as agricultural 
production, extraction of minerals, the development of natural resources, and jobs for Alaskans. 
  
Friends of West Susitna is an independent grassroots organization whose mission is to 
advocate for year-round road access to lands and resources west of the Susitna River. 
  
For more information, visit friendsofwestsusitna.org.  
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