
 

 

SHIP IT Act Common Questions 

Section 3: Eligibility for Workforce Grants 

This section clarifies that individuals are eligible for Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act 

(WIOA) grants for tuition, fees, and costs of entry-level truck driver training.  

 

The SHIP IT Act would clarify that truck driving training and associated costs are indeed eligible 

uses of WIOA funds, no matter the state you live.  

 

Section 8: Safety Data Collection Program for Certain 6-Axle Vehicles  

This section directs the Secretary of Transportation to establish a voluntary pilot program 

allowing a state to opt-in to increase weight limits on Federal Interstates up to 91,000 lbs. gross 

vehicle weight (GVW) on 6 axles for single combination vehicles that are bridge formula 

compliant. Under the provision, for the first time, data would be collected of the weight of a 6-

axle vehicle in the pilot program at the time of an accident. This continues to progress efforts 

made during the COVID-19 pandemic under the CARES Act that allowed for Americans to 

receive goods and continue to conduct business.  

Currently, the weight limit for trucks on Interstate Highways is 80,000 lbs. on 5 axles. However, 

a significant majority of states allow trucks carrying more than 80,000 lbs. on local and state 

roads despite the Interstates being the best build road for these vehicles. This 80,000 lbs. limit 

has been in place since 1982, despite major advancements in vehicle safety and infrastructure 

technology.  

 

Myth – Increasing the gross vehicle weight 

limit will compromise safety.1 

Fact –The pilot program requires 

participating vehicles to have an extra axle, 

which comes with extra wheels and extra 

 
1 http://www.cabt.org/ 

Myth – Trucking workforce development 

programs are already eligible uses of WIOA 

funds.  

 

Fact – WIOA funding flows through state 

and local systems in order to meet local 

workforce market needs. This has resulted in 

inconsistencies across the nation on the 

availability of WIOA funding for the trucking 

workforce. While some states have authorized 

WIOA funding for this use, others have not, 

resulting in no or limited awareness by 

aspiring truck drivers that this program could 

further their training.  

 

http://www.cabt.org/


brakes, compared to standard 5-axle 80,000 

lbs. GVW tractor-semitrailers. U.S. DOT 

concluded that the 6-axle truck, with extra 

brakes, had better braking capabilities.2 In 

addition, the Transportation Research Board 

found in 2019 that the Interstates are the 

safest roads and best-suited for trucks.3 The 

legislation also incentivizes pilot program 

trucks to be equipped with automatic 

emergency brakes. 

Myth – Heavier trucks will damage roads and 

bridges, increase maintenance costs, and 

create bigger federal deficits4.  

Fact – A Cambridge Systematics study 

prepared for the Minnesota DOT found that 

the addition of a sixth axle reduced road wear 

per trip and reduced the number of trips 

needed to transport products.5 Trucks for this 

pilot are also federal bridge formula 

compliant, which lowers stress on bridges. 6 

Myth – Heavier trucks mean bigger trucks.  Fact – The SHIP IT Act pilot program 

expressly excludes Longer Combination 

Vehicles, such as doubles or triples, and does 

not change any truck size law. Increasing the 

weight limit will not mean longer, higher, or 

wider trucks. A 6-axle configuration in the 

pilot program will have the same overall 

dimension as trucks currently traveling the 

Interstate at 80,000 lbs. GVW.7  

Myth – Heavy trucks result in increased 

emissions.  

Fact – According to two studies, trucks of the 

general configuration of the pilot program 

vehicles result in lower fuel costs per pound 

of cargo moved and fewer greenhouse gas 

emissions. The average fuel savings was 1 to 

2 gallons per trip, and greenhouse gas 

emissions were estimated to decrease by as 

much as 11% per trip.8 And USDOT’s study 

work found reduced emissions from heavier 

configurations it studied.9 

 
2 https://ops.fhwa.dot.gov/freight/sw/map21tswstudy/technical_rpts/hstcanalysis.pdf  
3 TRB Special Report 329, Renewing the National Commitment to the Interstate Highway System, at pages 42, 44, 

184 and 194.    
4 http://www.cabt.org/ 
5 https://www.dot.state.mn.us/information/truckstudy/pdf/trucksizeweightreport.pdf at 11-12 
6 Id. at 13-14 
7 https://www.overdriveonline.com/business/article/14889019/legislation-proposed-to-allow-91000-pound-trucks-

on-us-highways  
8 https://ops.fhwa.dot.gov/freight/sw/map21tswstudy/technical_rpts/vol1technicalsummary.pdf  
9 Id. at ES-6. 
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Section 9: Haulers of Agriculture and Livestock 

This section provides a 150-air-miles exemption from hours-of-service regulations on the front 

end and the back end of hauls before hours-of-service rules apply. The exemption would apply to 

the carriage of many agricultural commodities, including livestock, insects, and a wide range of 

processed or unprocessed agricultural and forest products, including food and beverages. 

Myth – Wasn’t this issue addressed in the 

Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act? 

Fact – Great progress was made in the IIJA 

for livestock haulers. The SHIP IT Act seeks 

to build on that progress by adding perishable 

and shelf-life products to the 150-air-miles 

exemption.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


