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Shippers Call for Quick Action to Prevent Railroad Strike 
Persistent supply chain shortages and inflation loom as the likelihood of strike grows 

  
Washington, D.C. – The Shippers Coalition calls on Congress, the White House, railroads, and 
union leaders to act quickly to prevent a rail strike from further damaging an already fragile 
supply chain. The ongoing negotiations between the unions and the railroads must result in 
certainty for consumers looking for critical goods and for shippers across the country who ship 
products via both rail and truck. Any disruption in the supply chain will have detrimental 
impacts on the ability for goods to reach consumers and further deteriorate the country’s 
supply chain. As the holiday season approaches, the impacts of a railroad strike would harm 
consumers through supply shortages and higher prices for everyday goods. Empty shelves are 
unacceptable, and we urge all parties involved to resolve negotiations to protect consumers’ 
ability to get goods. 
 
“Our coalition members are already struggling to cope with historically poor and costly freight 
rail service with no relief in sight. The nation’s supply chain is at a breaking point, and it cannot 
take another disruption from a rail strike,” said Alexis Oberg, Deputy Director of the Shippers 
Coalition. “We need all parties to come together and find a solution that prevents a strike from 
shutting down the economy.” 
 
The impact of a strike on the country’s economy would be staggering- $2 billion a day- and it 
would reverberate through all sectors to every corner of the United States. The Shippers 
Coalition represents companies and trade associations in the agriculture, chemical, 
manufacturing, and food and beverage industries, all of which would be impacted by a strike. 
According to the American Chemistry Council, a member of the Shippers Coalition, a month-
long strike would trigger the loss of 700,000 jobs across multiple industries, spike inflation with 
a four percent increase to the Producer Price Index (PPI), and pull almost $160 billion out of the 
economy. 
 
“On behalf of companies throughout the U.S. dairy industry, the International Dairy Foods 
Association stands with other members of the Shippers Coalition in calling on Congress to step 
in and negotiate an agreement between rail carriers and their employees that protects our 
nation’s food and economic security,” said Michael Dykes, D.V.M., IDFA president and CEO. “A 
strike would devastate our nation’s dairy industry, which employs more than 3.3 million 
Americans and relies on rail carriers to move nutritious, wholesome, and perishable dairy 



products to destinations throughout the country and to ports for export around the world. 
Congress must act without delay to prevent our nation’s food supply chain from collapsing.” 
 
About the Shippers Coalition: The Shippers Coalition is the leading safety voice in building a 
more modern, safe, and environmentally friendly trucking system. The Coalition is a joint effort 
of more than 80 of the nation’s most prominent manufacturers, agribusinesses, and trade 
associations, including Anheuser-Busch, PepsiCo, the Consumer Brands Association, Niagara 
Bottling, Tyson Foods, Procter & Gamble, and the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association, 
among others. The Shippers Coalition is the leading voice for a modern, safe, efficient, and 
environmentally-friendly freight transportation system. The Shippers Coalition seeks to improve 
supply chain fluidity and freight transportation efficiency while advancing transportation safety, 
reducing emissions, fuel consumption, and congestion, and protecting infrastructure. 


