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Trucking Relief During COVID-19 Pandemic 

Washington, D.C.— The Safer Hauling and Infrastructure Protection (SHIP) Coalition applauds Congress 
and the Administration for their work ensuring that truck weight relief was included in the CARES Act. 
During the COVID-19 pandemic, the trucking industry has been using every tool available to ensure that 
necessary goods and products make it to grocery stores and communities every day. Our country is 
hurting, and we are committed to making sure the necessary products reach Americans, so they can 
continue taking every step to protect themselves and their families during this crisis. 
We applaud the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee and the Senate Appropriations 
Committee for ensuring the inclusion of this provision allowing the use of all available relief and to keep 
trucks moving. We thank the U.S. Senate and the U.S. House of Representatives for their quick passage of 
this bill and the President for signing the bill into law so states can begin using this flexibility immediately. 
“The ability for states to lift truck weight requirements on interstate highways is critical to improving the 
free flow of goods and ensuring Americans get the essential products they are relying on during this 
national crisis. We applaud Congress for recognizing this important, common sense policy change and 
including it in the CARES Act,” said Bryan Zumwalt, Executive Vice President, Public Affairs of the 
Consumer Brands Association. 

“Every day, the members of the SHIP Coalition work hard to make sure they are providing their goods to 
the American public as quickly as possible. It is even more important during this crisis that they can move 
goods and products with every flexibility available from the federal and state governments to ensure that 
Americans don’t hurt more than they already are,” said Sean Joyce, Executive Director of the SHIP 
Coalition. “I want to thank our members and Congress for their work to help Americans during this 
uncertain time.” 

About the SHIP Coalition: The Safer Hauling and Infrastructure Protection (SHIP) Coalition is the leading 
safety voice in building a more modern, safe, and environmentally friendly trucking system. The SHIP 
Coalition is a joint effort of more than 80 of the nation’s most prominent manufacturers, agribusinesses, 
and trade associations including Anheuser-Busch, International Paper, Tyson Foods, the American 
Chemistry Council, the Agriculture Transportation Coalition, and PepsiCo, among others. The SHIP 
Coalition is advocating for creating a safer and more environmentally friendly trucking system by 
modernizing gross vehicle weight (GVW) limits. The coalition calls on Congress to create a pilot program 
so states can voluntarily collect safety data on the potential benefits of modernizing truck weights. SHIP 
advocates for a modern, six-axle, 91,000-pound truck configuration. In 2016, a U.S. Department of 
Transportation Comprehensive Truck Size and Weight Limit Study found many advantages for this 
configuration, including faster braking, a $358-million reduction in annual congestion costs, a 1.2-billion-
mile reduction in annual vehicle miles traveled on U.S. roads, and a 2.4-billion-pound reduction in annual 
carbon dioxide emissions. 


