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SHIP Coalition Sends Memo to White House Outlining Proposal to Reduce Carbon Emissions 

 
Washington, D.C.— Today, the Safer Hauling and Infrastructure Protection (SHIP) Coalition sent a 
memorandum to the White House outlining support for a pilot program allowing a modest increase of 
gross vehicle weight (GVW) limits on federal Interstates to mitigate climate pollution in the transportation 
sector. “Following the Administration’s executive action on climate change, we felt it was important to 
highlight the environmental benefits of our proposal and identify an opportunity to collaborate,” said 
Sean Joyce, Executive Director of the SHIP Coalition. “We feel confident that results from numerous 
studies and recent COVID-19 emergency waivers demonstrate the ability to reduce carbon dioxide 
emissions while maintaining safety on our nation’s Interstates.” 
 
The Coalition’s opt-in proposal would increase GVW limits in ten states while protecting safety and 
improve America’s supply chain. The transportation sector is responsible for 29 percent of greenhouse 
gas emissions, and the SHIP Coalition’s pilot proposal would take common-sense steps in the industry to 
combat climate change and make roads safer for families and drivers. 
 
The Rocky Mountain Institute, an independent, nonpartisan, nonprofit organization whose mission is to 
transform global energy use to create a clean, prosperous, and secure low-carbon future, has endorsed 
the Coalition’s proposed pilot program and verified it would help mitigate the impacts of climate change. 
 
The 2016 U.S. Department of Transportation Comprehensive Truck Size and Weight Limit Study found 
many advantages for a six-axle, 91,000-pound truck configuration, including a 2.4-billion-pound reduction 
in annual carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions, a $358-million reduction in annual congestion costs, and a 1.2-
billion-mile reduction in annual vehicle miles traveled on U.S. roads. Two separate studies suggest that a 
six-axle, heavier than 80,000-pound vehicle configuration would reduce particulate matter. Additionally, 
a U.S. Department of Transportation study on truck size and weight found that a six-axle, 91,000-pound 
truck would reduce nitrogen oxides, thus, reducing a particulate matter precursor. 
 
In 2020, under the CARES Act and the previous Administration’s COVID-19 emergency declaration, states 
were authorized to issue permits allowing trucks to operate above federal weight limits on the Interstate 
Highway System. Four of the Coalition’s member companies collected data while operating at the heavier 
configuration and found no increase in reportable accidents, as well as a reduction in carbon dioxide (CO2) 
emissions. The memo presents findings from the issuance of these permits. 
 
About the SHIP Coalition: The Safer Hauling and Infrastructure Protection (SHIP) Coalition is the leading 
safety voice in building a more modern, safe, and environmentally friendly trucking system. The SHIP 
Coalition is a joint effort of more than 80 of the nation’s most prominent manufacturers, agribusinesses, 
and trade associations including Anheuser-Busch, PepsiCo, Hendrickson International, Tyson Foods, the 
Consumer Brands Association, and the Agriculture Transportation Coalition, among others. The Coalition 
supports the creation of a safer and more environmentally friendly trucking system by modernizing gross 
vehicle weight (GVW) limits. The Coalition calls on Congress to create a pilot program so states can 
voluntarily collect safety data on the potential benefits of modernizing truck weights. SHIP advocates for 
a modern, six-axle, 91,000-pound truck configuration. 


