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Shippers to Biden: Address Empty Shelves Now 
On the heels of the leadership shown from Newsom, the Shippers Coalition urges Biden to 

follow in his footsteps to address supply chain constraints. 
 
Washington, D.C. – The Shippers Coalition urges President Biden to follow California Governor 
Newsom’s lead and act immediately by using all of the tools at its disposal to ease the supply 
chain crisis, including raising the gross vehicle weight limit. Shelves at stores across the country 
should no longer remain empty due to the lack of action being taken. Governor Newsom 
announced that California will issue temporary permits to increase weight limits for trucks to 
88,000-pounds, up from the Federally set 80,000-pounds.  
 
This is a step in the right direction to modernize the trucking industry, particularly during the 
current supply chain crunch. However, more needs to be done at the Federal level to alleviate 
this crisis. Congress should enact a sensible pilot program increasing gross vehicle weight limits 
to 91,000-pounds on six axles. These common-sense solutions would have an immediate 
impact on the ability for goods to more quickly reach stores and consumers.  
 
“The Shippers Coalition commends Governor Gavin Newsom for increasing weight limits for 
trucks in California,” said Alexis Oberg, Deputy Executive Director of the Shippers Coalition. 
“Allowing for additional capacity will immediately provide relief from the current supply chain 
crisis instead of six months from now. These actions will prevent trucks from being sent out one 
quarter empty, will significantly ease the current supply chain burdens, and again show that 
increasing gross vehicle weight limits is a safe, environmentally-friendly, and efficient solution.”  
 
A provision included in the CARES Act allowed states to issue permits allowing trucks to operate 
above Federal weight limits on Interstates. While this waiver authority was only available for 
120 days, companies across the US were able to take advantage of this provision and found an 
increase in efficiency with no increased safety risk when they were able to fill trucks to a higher 
capacity.  
 
About the Shippers Coalition: The Shippers Coalition is the leading safety voice in building a 
more modern, safe, and environmentally friendly trucking system. The Coalition is a joint effort 
of more than 80 of the nation’s most prominent manufacturers, agribusinesses, and trade 
associations including Anheuser-Busch, PepsiCo, Hendrickson International, the Consumer 

mailto:kim@atlascrossing.com
mailto:contact@shipcoalition.org


Brands Association, Niagara Bottling, Tyson Foods, Procter & Gamble, and the National 
Cattlemen’s Beef Association, among others. The Shippers Coalition is advocating for creating a 
safer and more environmentally friendly trucking system by modernizing gross vehicle weight 
(GVW) limits. The coalition calls on Congress to create a pilot program so states can voluntarily 
collect safety data on the potential benefits of modernizing truck weights. The Shippers 
Coalition advocates for a modern, six-axle, 91,000-pound truck configuration. In 2016, a U.S. 
Department of Transportation Comprehensive Truck Size and Weight Limit Study found many 
advantages for this configuration, including faster braking, a $358-million reduction in annual 
congestion costs, a 1.2-billion-mile reduction in annual vehicle miles traveled on U.S. roads, and 
a 2.4-billion-pound reduction in annual carbon dioxide emissions.  


