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The pervasiveness of our supply chain issues has been widely reported and impacts all links in 
the chain between producers and end customers. One critical segment of the supply chain that 
must be addressed is the shipment of goods over the road via trucking. As the supply chain 
challenges continue to persist, one solution that could immediately allow goods to be moved 
quicker in a safe and environmentally friendly manner is increasing the gross vehicle weight 
limit (GVW) on Federal Interstates. 
 
Currently, many shippers reaching the current 80,000-pound weight limit before the truck is full 
and are forced to send trucks out that are only three fourths of the way full, requiring 
companies to send more trucks out than what otherwise is necessary to meet the current 
demand. This situation adds to roadway congestion, contributes to slowdowns in the supply 
chain, and leads to an unnecessary increase in carbon emissions. 
 
Companies across the United States have already proven that they can implement this safely. A 
provision of the CARES Act allowed states to issue permits allowing trucks to operate above 
federal weight limits on Interstates during the COVID-19 crisis to provide much-needed supplies 
to families and communities. While this waiver authority was only available for 120 days, 
companies across the US were able to take advantage of this provision and found an increase in 
efficiency and a reduction in carbon dioxide emissions with no increased safety risk when they 
were able to fill trucks to a higher capacity.  
 
Underscoring all of this is safety. The companies who took advantaged of the waiver authority 
had no additional safety concerns or additional reportable accidents as a result of the 
additional payload. One company that was able to take advantage of this waiver was able to 
put an additional 4,500 pounds on each truckload, which equated to a reduction in total 
truckloads in one state by 10%. This company was able to deliver an additional 1.8 million 
bottles in the same number of shipments and reduce their greenhouse gas emissions by 68,000 
pounds. A second company was able to increase its vehicle capacity by an average of 2,786 
pounds per shipment. This reduced shipments by 600, the miles traveled by 51,472 miles, and 
CO2 emissions by 165,000 pounds, just because of the increased capacity of the vehicles. A third 
company saved 2.78 metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent (MTCO2e) or 6,121 pounds of 
carbon dioxide, reduced the need for 54.6 trucks to move the same amount of material, saved 
272 gallons of diesel, and saved 1,576 miles of driving. A fourth company conducted outreach 
to a group of its small- and medium-szied (SME) carriers and found that none reported an 
increase in reportable accidents, and one carrier reported that approximately 23 percent of 
their loads were over 80,000-pounds. If the GVW limit was increased to 91,000-pounds on six 



axles, we would see these benefits across the industry and the easing of some of the current 
constraints on the supply chain.  
 
Congress should enact a common-sense pilot program that would modestly increase GVW 
limits on Federal Interstates to 91,000-pounds on six axles. 


