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Today’s Agenda 

1. Background Information 
2. New Opportunity: Streamlined Information Exchange 

Agreement (IEA) and Data Request and Attestation (DRA) 
3. Custodian Form Update  
4. Frequently Asked Questions 
5. Q&A Session
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Background Information
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Background Information

• In 2019, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) reviewed the data files and 
exchanges with state Medicaid agencies supporting dually eligible beneficiaries. Those five 
exchanges are: 
§ Medicare - Medicaid Data Sharing project (Medicare Parts A and B claims, Prescription 

Drug Event (PDE), and assessment data for care coordination and/or program integrity). 
§ Enrollment Database (EDB) Query File. 
§ Medicare Prescription Drug, Improvement, and Modernization Act (MMA) File Exchange. 
§ Territory Beneficiary Query (TBQ) File. 
§ State Buy - In File Exchange. 

• The IEA and DRA were revised to support merging authorization of these state requests.
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Background Information (cont.)

• Previously, these five exchanges required 
separate agreements, some of which 
requiring annual renewal. By merging these 
five exchanges under one suite of documents, 
CMS foresees a reduction in the burden on 
states through fewer agreements to maintain 
and less annual submissions required by 
each agreement. 

• Single point - of - contact for questions and 
technical assistance (the State Data Resource 
Center (SDRC)). 
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Elective Data Files

• Under the elective data file queries, the state Medicaid agency submits a 
“finder” file to CMS, identifying Medicaid individuals for whom they seek 
Medicare data. CMS returns a response file containing the matched Medicare 
eligibility and enrollment data from the respective CMS database.  
§ The EDB File data from the CMS Enrollment Database. The CMS response 

file returns data on Medicare Parts A and B entitlement and enrollment only. 
• NOTE: CMS will not accept new requests for EDB file use. 

§ The TBQ File, in which CMS returns data from the CMS Medicare 
Beneficiary Database on Medicare Parts A, B, C, and D, including Medicare 
Part D Low Income Subsidy eligibility.

10



Elective Data Files (cont.)

• Medicare - Medicaid Data Sharing Program 
§ CMS currently provides states the ability to 

request the following data for their dually 
eligible population: 
• Medicare Parts A and B claims data. 
• Medicare Part D PDE data. 
• Medicare eligibility/enrollment data (Master 

Beneficiary Summary File). 
• Assessment (Minimum Data Set, Outcome 

and Assessment Information Set, Inpatient 
Rehabilitation Facility Patient Assessment 
Instrument, or Swing Bed) data. 

• Other summary files (Medicare - Medicaid 
Linked Enrollee Analytic Data Source, 
Medicare Provider Analysis and Review, or 
Master Enrollee Summary File).
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Operational Data Exchanges

• The MMA File Exchange and State Buy - In File Exchange are data exchanges between CMS 
and the state.  
§ The MMA File Exchange supports CMS identification of dually eligible beneficiaries within 

a state’s Medicaid population. The state submits a file providing CMS with data on the sub-
category of dual eligibility, income, and institutional status for the state’s Medicaid 
beneficiaries who already are, or are about to become, Medicare eligible. CMS returns the 
processing results regarding the dually eligible beneficiaries’ Medicare eligibility and 
enrollment status on an MMA Response File. 

§ The State Buy - In File Exchange is used to support the collection of premiums and 
enrollment functions. To effectuate the payment of Medicare Part A or Part B premiums, a 
state submits data on a buy - in file to CMS and in response, CMS returns an updated 
record of transactional data, as well as a Part A or Part B billing record showing the state’s 
premium responsibility. 
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New Opportunity: Streamlined
Information Exchange Agreement 

(IEA) and Data Request and 
Attestation (DRA)
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IEA Background

• The IEA establishes terms, 
conditions, safeguards, and 
procedures governing states’ 
access to Medicare data for the 
purpose of supporting dually 
eligible beneficiaries. 

• Download IEA here.
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http://statedataresourcecenter.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/NEW.IEA_.MASTER-BETWEEN-CMS-AND-PARTICIPATING_State_AGENCIES-06082020.docx


Changes to IEA

• Provides a single streamlined data request process for dually eligible beneficiary data for use 
in administering a number of programs. This process includes opportunities to request 
certain elective data files as well as operational data exchanges. 

• The elective data files and exchange programs may include: 
§ TBQ File. 
§ EDB File. 
§ Medicare - Medicaid Data Sharing Program. 

• The operational exchanges are the data exchanged for the State Buy - In File Exchange and 
the MMA File Exchange. 

• Removal of Downstream User Reports. 
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DRA Background

• The DRA establishes the terms of 
use governing states’ access to 
Medicare data to support dually 
eligible beneficiaries. 

• The DRA captures the 
agency’s specific data request.

• Download DRA here.

16

http://statedataresourcecenter.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/MMCO_Data-Request-Attestation_State_-05132020_clean.docx


Changes to DRA

• Provides a single streamlined request process to request such data for use in 
the administration of a number of programs for dually eligible individuals. This 
process includes opportunities to request certain elective data files as well as 
operational data exchanges. 

• Allows for a more streamlined process for adding downstream users and 
custodians to assist state Medicaid agencies with initiatives.  

• Updated agreement with current data privacy and data protection language. 
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Custodian Form Update
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DRA Custodian Form

• The updated DRA Custodian form 
allows for a more streamlined 
process for adding subcontractors or 
collaborating organizations to a 
state’s DRA. 
§ States can now add these 

organizations as a whole entity, 
without having to add individual 
users.  

• Data Management Plans are no 
longer required for new 
subcontractors or collaborating 
organizations. 
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DRA Roles and Responsibilities 
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Requestor: The requestor is responsible for managing custodians associated with the 
DRA. Custodians can act as a point of contact on the requestor’s behalf.

Custodian: Individual(s) who will have actual possession of the CMS data files, and who 
will be responsible for observance of all conditions of use, including the establishment and 
maintenance of security arrangements to prevent unauthorized use. 

Subcontractors or Collaborating Organizations: An organization that works with the 
state Medicaid agencies to provide support with CMS approved initiatives.



• A DRA custodian or requestor has the authority to request a change to the 
DRA.  
§ The custodian or requestor will have the new potential custodian complete 

the DRA custodian form.  
§ After the form is complete and signed, the custodian or requestor can 

submit the request to CMS and SDRC for processing.  
• SDRC and CMS will work together to update the DRA appropriately. 
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How to Submit Custodian Changes

http://statedataresourcecenter.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/MMCO_DRA_Custodian_Form.docx


Next Steps

• These documents may be familiar to many states, as they are updates to the current 
Medicare - Medicaid Data Sharing program's current IEA/DRA. By contract, the MMA 
File, State Buy - In File, TBQ File, and EDB File are under different agreements. CMS 
and SDRC will work with state personnel to educate, answer questions, and guide 
through this process. We ask states to: 
§ Review new IEA and DRA documents. 
§ Identify key state staff for each data exchange involved. 
§ Request a call with CMS and SDRC. We will review any specific questions and 

educate new state personnel. 
§ Decide on a timeline for signing the new IEA/DRA.
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Frequently Asked Questions 
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Questions Answers

My organization currently has different contacts for the 
Medical Eligibility and Enrollment Data (MEED) DUA and 
Medicare - Medicaid Data Sharing Program. Are we able 
to keep multiple points of contact?

Yes, you are able to provide your preferences in regard 
to points of contact to SDRC. 

Will the datasets automatically be updated for all 
exchange files?

Yes, the DRA allows for continuous data to be provided 
to the state.

Does the IEA or DRA expire? The IEA will need to be renewed every 5 years. The DRA 
does not have an expiration.

Will I have to re - submit the paperwork for everyone that 
I currently have listed on my MEED DUA?

No, SDRC and CMS will merge the two agreements 
together. SDRC will be reaching out to your state to 
confirm all custodians and downstream users are still 
active.
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FAQs



Questions Answers

Will the IEA and DRA cover the Coordination of Benefits 
Agreement (COBA) file?

No, the COBA feed will continue to be apart of the COBA.

I am not sure who is responsible for the other data files 
within my organization. Can you provide the contacts for 
the MEED DUA and State Buy-In exchange?

Yes, CMS can share the CMS contacts for each file. Please 
contact SDRC if you are interested in obtaining this 
information. 

What is the timeline for my organization to sign the new 
IEA and DRA?

If your state has an approaching IEA expiration date, we 
suggest signing the new agreements prior to the 
expiration. For those states with IEAs not expiring soon, 
SDRC will reach out to discuss options/next steps.

I am not sure if the new agreements are a good fit for 
my organization. Does my organization have to sign the 
new documents?

Please contact SDRC and CMS to discuss your concerns 
about the new IEA and DRA as well as potential 
alternatives.
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FAQs (cont.)



Thank you!
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Questions can be submitted to SDRC at 
(877) 657 - 9889 (support line) or 
SDRC@EconometricaInc.com. 

mailto:SDRC@EconometricaInc.com

