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The Reign of Augustus Caesar 

 Augustus Caesar was not only the first Roman Emperor, but also he was one of the most 

prolific. His ruling style created a precedent for all the emperors and leaders that took charge of 

Rome after him. He made it possible, through his age of peace, to produce top-notch literature, 

architectural innovations, fine art, and more. He also reinvigorated the Roman peoples' 

connection with the divine through his construction of monuments and repairs of temples. He 

expanded the Roman empire, claiming new provinces and areas, which was made possible by his 

technological innovations and supreme strategy. He ushered in an era of financial and political 

prosperity that allowed so many other facets of Roman life to prosper. His leadership and rule set 

up the narrative of Rome that it is know for today. It made it possible for it to thrive in the future 

and become the large and vibrant empire that it is known to be. 

 From the time when Augustus Caesar was born, he was groomed to be a strong leader. He 

was born on September 23, 63 BCE, in Velletri, which is about 20 miles outside of Rome. When 

he was born he was named Gaius Octavian Thurinus. The father of Augustus Caesar was a 

senator and governor, and his mother was the niece of Julius Caesar. (Osgood, 2008) The Roman 

system of nomenclature and passed down names is much more complicated than the one around 

today, and his name underwent many iterations until he became known as Augustus Caesar. In 44 

BCE, Gaius Octavian Thurinus was adopted by his great-uncle Julius Caesar, and due to this, his 
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name changed. He was known then as Gaius Julius Caesar. In 27 BCE, the Senate gave him the 

name “Augustus,” which technically means “the illustrious one” or “the exalted one.” (Galinsky, 

2012) This extended his name yet again, and he became known as Gaius Julius Caesar Augustus.  

 Augustus Caesar began his ascent to power after the death of Julius Caesar. Because 

Augustus Caesar was the great-nephew of Julius Caesar, he naturally inherited a lot of his power 

and resources after the ruler died. He was 17 at the time, and in a province of Rome called 

Apollonia. The previous allies and senators of Julius Caesar came to find Augustus, who they 

wanted to enlist to help defeat their rival, Mark Antony. This resulted in the Battle of Mutina. 

During this battle, legions of Augustus Caesar, Gaius Vibes Pansa, and Aulus Hirtius took on the 

forces of Mark Antony in northern Italy. (Osgood, 2008) The battle was exceptionally bloody 

and took the lives of any men on both sides. Mark Antony ended up surrendering. However, it 

wasn’t much of a celebrated victory because the Roman Troops suffered so many losses. After 

this battle, Augustus Caesar decided that he no longer wanted to pursue Mark Antony, as his 

great uncle had. 

 One of the most important events that happened during the life of Augustus Caesar was 

the formation of the Second Triumvirate. The First Triumvirate formed during the life of Julius 

Caesar and was a leadership triangle between Julius Caesar, Pompey, and Crassus, who were 

three of the most powerful men in Rome at the time. (Goldsworthy, 2008) The second formed for 

similar reasons, and was between Mark Antony, Marcus Aemilius Lepidus, and Augustus Caesar. 

When the Triumvirate was initially formed, it was an attempt to get the three strongest men in 

Rome to combine their minds and skills to rule together. It was supposed to be a way to balance 

power and ensure that those who had talent could all be on top together. The Second Triumvirate 
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was written into Roman law and dictated that those three men would rule Rome in a new joint 

dictatorship. However, they each had their own agenda and continually wanted more and more 

power. This resulted in them battling it out to see who was the true Roman ruler, and thus caused 

a lot of political instability and for Rome to be very split. Ironically, the point of this group was 

to restore a sense of stability to Rome. However, it was ultimately ineffective because the three 

members of the Triumvirate were always competing for more power and could not effectively 

work together. (Galinsky, 2012) 

 This Triumvirate shattered about three years after it was formed, which allowed Augustus 

Caesar to rise to power. In 40 BCE, Mark Antony began a love affair with Cleopatra, Queen of 

Egypt. Simultaneously, Marcus Aemilius Lepidus slowly lost his power and decreased in 

influence. While these two were vulnerable, Augustus Caesar strategically waged war against 

them, which sent Rome into a civil war that lasted about ten years. Of course, Augustus Caesar 

came out victorious and claimed his reign as consul, following in the footsteps of his great-uncle, 

Julius Caesar. (Everitt, 2007) His power was also bolstered and reaffirmed when Rome dubbed 

Julius Caesar as a god of the Roman state in 42 BCE. This framed Augustus Caesar as the 

nephew of the god, and even the son of a God because Julius Caesar had adopted him. This 

improved the way that the public saw him and gave him an increased sense of authority. At the 

time, however, he was not yet Emperor as this was a position that was not yet put in place. 

Instead, he was a consul and proceeded to occupy the role of a consul for continual terms on end. 

He became Emperor officially in 27 BCE when he devised a new system of power, which was 

headed by an person who held power for the rest of his life. (Eck, 2007) This is where his title as 
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the first Roman Emperor comes from. He is also frequently credited as founding the Empire of 

Rome, as previously it was previously ruled by a consulate and much less united. 

 During Augustus Caesar’s time as Emperor, he was extremely prolific and set many 

precedents. He was responsible for founding the Pax Romana, which directly translates from 

Latin into “Roman Peace.” He started a period of peace that lasted 200 years, even after his 

death, in the Roman empire. During this time there was no civil war or strife, which allowed 

Rome to expand geographically and economically and go through many golden ages in terms of 

art and literature. There were many advancements that came out of this period of peace, as the 

Roman Empire no longer had to designate so many of its resources toward war. Instead, they 

were able to advance their engineering and infrastructure significantly. They built roads that 

connected the entire empire, which successfully expedited communication, the movement of 

troops, and trade. (Eck, 2007) These roads were necessary because Rome was continually 

expanding to include more and more provinces, and the roads made it possible to keep the entire 

empire united on and on the same page, although it was relatively spread out. A few of the other 

architectural benefits that came from this period of peace was the perfection of the arch, the 

creation of the dome, and the discovery of concrete. Concrete allowed for infrastructure to 

improve on just about every front and provided a durable new material that had not been seen 

before. The Roman’s used this new technology to create every day functional structures, like 

improved aqueducts. They also used it to create the Pantheon, which was a Roman temple that 

still stands today. It is considered one of the greater architectural feats of Rome because of the 

ribbing, which forms the dome on top. During the Pax Romana, which Augustus Caesar induced, 

the most prolific literature and authors prospered and produced their masterpieces. This includes 
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Horace, Ovid, Livy, and Virgil, among others, who played a critical role in creating art that still 

survives today. (Goldsworthy, 2014) There art are creations give the modern world crucial 

insight into what the Roman Empire looked like at the time. 

 During his rule, Augustus Caesar also played a huge part in initiating religious reforms 

and changing the religious practices of the Roman empire. Because of the civil wars and hard 

conditions that preceded Augustus Caesar taking his seat as Emperor, he noticed that people had 

lost a lot of faith. Religion was no longer as important to society or tied as strongly to everyday 

life as it had been previously. He saw this as something that needed to be changed and set out to 

reinvigorate the Roman peoples' ties with religion. He decided do this by repairing a lot of 

temples that had become run down or damaged during the political unrest, understanding that 

their conditions were symbolic. (Everitt, 2007) His architectural advancements went hand in 

hand with his construction and rebuilding of temples and other monuments. During his time as a 

ruler, he also constructed the Temple of Caesar, Temple of Apollo Palatinus, Temple of Mars 

Ultra, Baths of Agrippa, Arch of Augustus, and more. He revived a lot of religious festivals, and 

through large events and performances for festivals such as the Saturnalia rallied the people 

around a common ideology. He also built the Ara Pacis, which is an altar that is known as one of 

the most defining features of his rule. The Ara Pacis translates from Latin to the “Altar of Peace,” 

as it was a monument honoring the goddess of Peace. It was made from Carrara marble and had 

a wide range of reliefs that depict different gods, wars, and aspects of Roman life. One of the 

best-known reliefs depicted on this altar is a procession which shows the Roman Senators and 

the Imperial family, which is a procession that both commemorated the construction of the altar 

and the rise of Emperor Augustus. Additionally, Marcus Aemilius Lepidus died in 12 BCE, and 
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at the time, he was the chief priest, or Pontifex Maximus, who was the head of religion in Rome. 

At his death, Augustus Caesar took on this title and role, combining it into the role of Emperor. 

(Eck, 2007) This, as well as the other monuments and temples he built and fixed, reinvigorated 

the Roman peoples' connection with the gods.  

 During Augustus Caesar’s rule, he was also responsible for catalyzing a great deal of 

expansion. This went hand in hand with the financial success of the Roman Empire and speaks to 

how far its reach was. Augustus Caesar and those under him successfully worked to expand the 

boundaries of the empire, which brought in new exports and more money. At one point, Augustus 

Caesar wanted Tiberius Caesar Augustus, who later became the second Roman emperor, to 

invade Bohemia and gain more lands. This had to happen because many areas nearby were 

revolting. Due to the fact that Augustus was having trouble replacing his troops quickly enough, 

he had to postpone annexing Germany and Bohemia and instead sent Tiberius to the Rhine 

frontier to claim land there. Toward the end of Augustus Caesar’s years as Emperor, he annexed 

Judaea, who was previously ruled by king Herod the Great. A lot more expansion happened at 

the hand of his successor, Tiberius Caesar Augustus, after the death of Augustus Caesar. 

Augustus Caesar undoubtedly paved the way by forming so many mentalities that held the 

empire together, rules that managed finances successfully, and infrastructure that made it 

possible to communicate over a large portion of space. ( Goldsworthy, 2014) He truly shifted 

Rome in a Golden Age, and also set it up for great success in its future and put it in the best 

possession for longevity and expansion. 

 When Augustus died, he planned for the succession of his empire and was able to foresee 

the future of Rome as it would be, following his death. Before he died, he made Tiberius Caesar 
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Augustus his equal and inferred upon him his knowledge and his plan for Rome. Augustus 

Caesar gave his will to the House of the Vestals in Rome, which was a holy site and the place 

where the Vestal Virgins lived. Within his will, he described how the military and financial 

resources of Rome were to be used in the future. It additionally marked his most proud 

achievements, as he had a huge impact on just about every aspect of Roman life and the Roman 

empire. (Goldsworthy, 2014) Then, in 14 BCE, Augustus fell severely ill and died on August 19. 

The Senators decided that he was to be made a god of the Roman state, and simultaneously 

named him “The Father of Rome.” Although he died in Nola, his body was brought back to 

Rome, and everything in Rome was closed down to honor his death. The funeral was incredibly 

illustrious, as it was honoring the body of the first Emperor of Rome, who was thought by many 

to be a God. He was also incredibly well regarded by the public, so the people of Rome 

genuinely mourned his death. A mausoleum was built for him, and his body was cremated and 

deposited into the mausoleum. (Everitt, 2017) 

 Augustus Caesar was an incredibly dynamic emperor and one that not only cared for his 

own rule but for the future of Rome and all the years to come. He initiated a period of peace 

within the Roman Empire that was conducive to drastic innovations and improvements. This 

resulted in much better infrastructure, which allowed the Roman people to be much happier and 

have a much easier life. It also resulted in the ability to expand the Roman empire, and keep it 

much more united because communication was made quicker. He also effectively reinvigorated 

the Roman connection with the gods and religion, which gave them something central to rally 

around and be passionate about. His rule was one that truly transcends its time because the 
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precedents that it set influenced all the rulers of Rome to come after him, and the culture and 

traditions of the entire Roman empire throughout its whole existence. 
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