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The Founder 

 The movie, The Founder, is about an entrepreneur named Ray Croc, who has 

many ups and downs in turning McDonalds into what it is known for today. The movie 

has various entrepreneurial topics that can relate to starting a company. Ray goes over 

the importance of branding with one of the McDonalds’ brothers. Another topic 

discussed in the movie is the need for innovation and solving consumer needs, which 

can be seen with how the McDonalds’ brothers come up with a way to get food cooked 

fast. The last topic discussed is the importance of who an entrepreneur brings onto their 

team, which Ray quickly realized the importance of in the film. The Founder discusses a 

wide variety of entrepreneurial topics such as branding, innovation, and partners, that 

can be critical in starting a company.  

 In the movie The Founder, a powerful scene is when Dick asks Ray why he didn’t 

just take their formula for making a burger quickly and start his own establishment. Ray 

gives Dick a valuable and crucial lesson that all entrepreneurs need to think about: the 

power of branding. Ray explains that the name, McDonalds, is powerful because it is 

limitless, wide open, and sounds like America. Another part of the branding that helps 

Mcdonalds' success is the yellow glowing golden arches. The arches can be recognized 

from miles away from people of all ages. Branding can make or break a company and is 



 

one of the first things that an entrepreneur needs to come up with after figuring out their 

product or idea.  

 In 2022, it is safe to say there is something for everyone. It can be easy to think 

that all the ideas have already been thought up and executed. That’s when an 

entrepreneur needs to think outside the box and figure out what makes them stand out 

amongst the competition. The Founder shows the importance of innovation and solving 

the consumer’s needs. The Mcdonalds brothers saw the need to get food ready for the 

consumer quickly, and came up with a system that gave people fast food at a low price. 

That was very innovative at the time. They saw a problem and came up with a solution 

that made them stand out from every other place that served food. All entrepreneurs 

need to think about when starting a company… what the need is, and what makes them 

stand out. It is that thought process that can take someone from just another idea, to a 

real company bringing in money.  

 When Ray decided to bring on partners to open new locations, he first asked his 

wealthier friends. He quickly realized that they only saw the stores as an opportunity to 

make more money, caring little about keeping standards. Ray figured out it was better to 

have hard working people, such as husband and wife teams, open up stores. They 

would work harder and maintain his standards because they had more skin in the game 

than his affluent friends. This is another important lesson in opening up a business. 

Who an entrepreneur brings on as a partner is going to reflect on them at the end of the 

day, whether they do a good job or a bad job.  

 The Founder did a wonderful job in showing all different types of entrepreneurial 

topics that come up when starting a company. The first topic of importance was 



 

branding. McDonalds is known for their branding, and this is very important when 

thinking about starting a company. An entrepreneur's main goal should be that when a 

consumer thinks of an item, they think of their company first even if there are hundreds 

of companies with items similar to theirs. The next topic discussed is innovation and 

solving a consumer need. The McDonalds’ brothers did this by creating the concept 

known today as fast food. All entrepreneurs need to figure out what the problem is, and 

what is going to make them stand out amongst the competition. The last topic discussed 

was figuring out who to partner up with, which Ray soon realized he was wrong about. 

Finding good people who are like-minded and will care just as much about the company 

as the entrepreneur does is key to making a company succeed. The Founder showed 

the good and the bad when it comes to starting a company.  


