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 Remote learning has been on the rise since the 2020 COVID-19 pandemic. Teachers had 

to change how they taught students and communicated with parents. Remote learning was 

particularly hard on early childhood educators and the students because of how young children 

learn best in-person. Teachers had to go about different online channels to teach their students. 

Even though most early childhood educators have gone back to in-person learning, this is not the 

time to completely relax. School districts need to have plans in place if another pandemic 

happens. Remote learning drastically changed how children learn during a pandemic and needs 

to be evaluated to ensure all students receive the best education possible.   

 During the COVID-19 pandemic, teachers had to go through alternative ways to teach 

and communicate with students and parents, “Early reports indicated that early childhood 

education (ECE) teachers managed to maintain communication with families through email, 

phone calls, and messaging applications during COVID-19,” (Steed & Leech, 2021). Online 

channels, such as Zoom, gave students a sense of “normal” schooling because they would have 

to sign in to their school work and online classes at a certain time each day. Different school 

districts utilized different outlets to keep students engaged, “Some early childhood programs 

created YouTube channels to provide daily synchronous instruction to young children while 

others relied on Zoom to conduct class meetings, whole group instruction, and communicate 

with families,” (Steed & Leech). Students in more rural areas who didn’t have access to the 

internet had to have materials mailed to them and were left more on their own or with the help of 

a parent to learn the classwork.  

 While most of the world has returned to normal as far as in-house learning goes, school 

districts need to be prepared for if and when something like the pandemic happens again. 

Because nothing like the pandemic had happened and the world essentially shut down, students 
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could not experience a typical educational environment. Districts need to figure out a way to 

make sure that no matter the environment a student is in, the student can succeed, “For rich 

learning to take place, however, purposeful interactions between teacher and student must take 

place wherein the teachers can differentiate instruction to individual student abilities and 

interests,” (Timmons et al., 2021). Because rich learning is essential for a student’s success, 

having children in early childhood education return to fully remote learning is not the ideal 

choice. Teachers need to be able to observe their students, and not all students have parents or 

guardians who will do the same that a trained teacher can do for them. School districts need to 

consider expanding buildings if possible, look at having outdoor classrooms when weather 

permits, and if those are not an option, do remote learning for part of the week only, where half 

the class would learn from home one day. At the same time, the other half is in the classroom, 

able to practice social distancing safely.  

 Other concerns arise with remote learning: "Some scholars are also concerned about the 

major problems of online learning, such as social isolation, lack of interactivity and participation, 

delayed or insubstantial amount of feedback,” (Dong, Cao, & Li, 2020). Students learning from 

home get far less of the social interaction they would get in the classroom. Children who are 

more on the shy side will be able to lay low because they will be either behind a computer screen 

or not even in front of the teacher if they don’t have internet access. Many students rely on the 

district's cafeteria service for a hot meal. Teachers can also help keep a lookout for students who 

are having domestic issues at home, whereas with remote learning, that is nearly impossible to 

do. These are just some of the reasons that make going back to 100% remote learning a 

challenge. While the internet can be a helpful learning tool, it isn’t meant to be the only tool in 

education, especially for children in early education. Lastly, if schools have no other choice but 
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are forced back into remote learning, a grant needs to be offered for children whose families live 

in rural areas without access to the internet. The grant could help fund the installation of wifi in 

those rural areas. Not to mention, it would help so that students don’t fall off the district's radar 

because there would be accountability for daily check-ins.  

 The pandemic changed the world in many ways, mainly how students learn during a 

pandemic. Remote learning is how students of all ages have to go about learning and interacting 

with teachers and classmates. Teachers had to utilize online channels such as YouTube and 

Zoom to create interactive online learning environments. Students who didn’t have access to the 

internet were at a disadvantage and had to have the coursework mailed to them. While online 

learning has perks, it isn’t always ideal, especially for younger students. Getting children to 

focus and participate in the online classroom is hard. Remote learning makes it hard for kids to 

interact with other students socially. Children do best in the classroom because their teacher can 

observe them and see what the child needs to work on or what they are excelling at in the 

classroom. 

For this reason, school districts need to enact plans for the future in the event another pandemic 

happens. One solution could be expanding school buildings so that safe social distancing can 

occur. Another will be teaching in outdoor spaces if the weather allows. The following solution 

would be to have half the classroom come in one day and half the next. The half that doesn’t 

come into school would participate remotely. This solution would allow for some social and in-

person interaction while keeping up with social distancing. If none of these solutions are possible 

for the district, a grant needs to be put in place for the students who do not have access to the 

internet so that they can get access. Remote learning changed how students in early childhood 
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education learn and needs to be continuously re-evaluated to ensure that all students are given a 

healthy, functional, and productive learning environment.  
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