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With the inception of the United States, it started off as a mostly agricultural economy.

Further agricultural development progressed in America when the Louisiana Purchase occurred

in 1803. The territory gained from this event supplied many Americans with fertile land and

profitable rivers for agricultural industry and trade to thrive upon. With such an agricultural path,

it begs the question of how did industrialization gain such a foothold, and specifically in the

north over the south? It all boils down to differences in geographical climate. The north

essentially did not have the climate to sustain an agricultural economy, whereas the south bred

the perfect conditions for self-sufficient plantations.

The southern climate was perfect for big plantations and the rich fertile soil made cash

crops like cotton and tobacco very profitable for southern farmers. Due to their extensive size

these farms were very labor intensive, and not enough manual labor could be provided to

properly cultivate these lands (Coll, 2021). Therefore, this caused Americans to seek other

methods of providing the absent labor. Like our European counterparts, Americans decided as

well to bring slaves from Africa to supplement the labor force. Slaves were then brought from

Africa to Virginia in 1619 to work on these big plantations. The first event that was chosen for

this timeline, and arguably one of the most relevant events in American history, was the onset of

the slave trade. With the goal of creating colonies that would easily transport slaves from Africa

to the American coast, James I created the Virginia Company in 1606. A declaration from the

Virginia Company to the headquarters in London described the horrible situation that the slaves

were experiencing in 1620, “Massacre of about three hundred and fifty personns (...) new slaves

are coming soon” (Kingsbury, 1906). Transporting slaves soon proved to be a complicated feat

and required much trial and error on behalf of the Virginia Company.
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Even though slaves supplemented the American labor force considerably, they were still

a manual force and had significant costs. With that in mind, farmers still sought new

technologies to make their farming more efficient, hoping to increase their profit margins. One of

the first and most important agricultural inventions was the horse-drawn seed drill, perfected in

1701 by Jethro Tull. Prior to the seed drill, seeds were planted by hand, which was inefficient

and took many hours. After the seed drill was introduced, seeds were sowed in neat rows at a

much faster rate (Bellys, 2018). This notable advancement led Tull to purchase his own land and

later invent the horse-drawn hoe shortly after. With his success, Tull published The New Horse

Houghing Husbandry: Or an Essay on the Principles of Tillage and Vegetation in 1731. Many

big farmers adopted Tull’s techniques, which laid the foundation for more modern farming

(Britannica, 2021). With these new technological advances and slavery, the rate of productions

on the farms elevated.

The United States began to recover after the war of Independence against Great Britain,

hunger was no longer a problem due to increased manual labour and new agricultural techniques.

From these advancements agriculture was really starting to create a strong economy for the

United States. Alexander Hamilton, the first secretary of the Treasury under the new

Constitution, submitted a report to the congress with a revolutionary proposal. He wanted to

create a common currency that provided a safe environment for the public funds or other bank

facilities to ease and ensure commercial transactions. After battling back and forth about his

proposal, Alexander Hamilton achieved to establish the first national bank in the United States in

1791 (Hill, 2015). This was another inflection point that propelled the economy. These three
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events, the introduction of slaves, the seed drill, and the first national bank, created the perfect

environment for the Industrial revolution led by the symbiosis between agriculture and industry

between the north and the south. They had the tools to maintain the growth in agriculture,

manual labour and more efficient plantation methods, and a new currency system to support the

new expanding market.

In the following years, other agricultural inventions emerged. One of which was the

cotton gin, introduced in 1793 by Eli Whitney. The cotton gin, meaning cotton engine, was a

revolutionary machine that separated cotton from the seed. This enabled greater productivity

than manual cotton separation (History, 2010). The use of the cotton gin made the cotton

industry in the south explode. Cotton became such an abundant resource it increased the need for

both slaves and land. The Louisiana territory offered opportunities of expansion within the U.S.

The Louisiana Purchase of 1803 served many advantages, one of which was more land for

farmers. With the new land gained, high production of cotton made prices fall quickly. The

difference in price allowed cotton to then be used as a stable in textile production. Ultimately, the

cotton gin allowed both the southern and northern economy to surge. The south produced great

quantities of cotton for the north to manufacture into textile products (Bond, 2005).

All of the pieces for the industrial revolution were in place. There was a shift from an

only agricultural country, with a few manufacturing industries, in specific cities in the United

States, to an industrial economy. This phenomenon is known as the industrial revolution, which

began around 1820. It was fueled by all the events mentioned previously in this paper and the
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invention and use of steam power (Rosen, 2012). However the industrial revolution was

localized in the northern parts of the United States because of multiple geographical factors.

In the north, summers were warm, while winters were brutally cold. In these conditions only

smaller farms were sustainable. However, where the north lacked suitable farmland they had an

abundance of natural resources, such as timber. This timber, in turn, was used to build boats,

which led to better utilization of the natural waterways (Mancall, 2009). Cities began to realize

the practicality of water transportation, so they decided to build artificial waterways. In 1825, the

Erie Canal connected the Great Lakes with the Atlantic Ocean. Northern cities progressed

rapidly as they sat on these waterways and the Atlantic coast where they served as hubs of

commerce and trade for European countries. At the same time they started to supply small towns

that were not living off the land anymore, and focused on industrialization (Atack, 2004). Other

natural resources such as furs became significant in the north's textile trade. As these northern

cities grew, what once was filled with small farms quickly got replaced with bustling cities

manufacturing goods. As agricultural pursuits dropped from 70% to only 40%, immigrants

flooded these northern cities in hopes of finding new opportunities for work (White, 2011). As

these cities grew, the need for transportation became more salient. Many cities developed

railroads, which served as cheap transportation for not only people, but goods as well.

In contrast, the southern climate was perfect for big plantations. Cash crops such as

cotton and tobacco were the main focus in the south. With the previously mentioned inventions

of machines like the seed drill, introduced in 1701, and the cotton gin, introduced in 1793, crops

could be harvested at even faster rates. Since agriculture was so profitable, few southerners saw a

need for industrial development and continued to fuel their economy with the slave trade. As



Kil
ler
Pa
pe
rs.
org

northern states mechanized their ways of production, the south remained tied to hand labor

(Arrington, 2017). The south saw nothing wrong with the way they ran their operations, they

adopted a “why fix something that is not broken?” type of attitude, which is ultimately what

allowed the north to surpass the south in industry. Many of the southern plantations were so

grand in size and full of slave labour that they were self-sufficient. Plantations came far and

wide, each like a small city of their own. As previously mentioned, large northern cities needed

better ways of transportation, which is why railroads were ample in the north. Since, there were

far less big cities in the south, and travel was not as necessary as plantations were self sufficient,

the south lacked railroads. However, with the Gadsden Purchase of 1853, it provided the south

with necessary land to build a transcontinental railroad (Atack, 2004).

Unlike the south, northern seasons only allowed farming during certain parts of the year

therefore, farms were trying to make production as fast as possible. The weather was hard in the

winters and this reduced the amount of days during a year that land could be worked on. These

factors lead to the invention of the Mccormick reaper in 1834 (McNamara, 2019). The

introduction of this machine cut down the amount of manual labor required to harvest grain.

However, this made farms require less hand labour and a lot of families started emigrating to the

big cities trying to find new ways to make a living. As the years progressed, northern cities grew

exponentially. Cities such as Massachusetts, Connecticut, and New York were seeing an influx of

farmers, which was perfect for the increase of manufacturing industries that needed a lot of

workers to function at their best (Meyer, 2003). Although the Mccormick reaper pushed many

farmers to city jobs increasing city populations, they also helped sustain said growing

populations by increasing food production. Faster production required faster transportation and
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communication. With that being said, the telegraph was invented in 1844 and facilitated a lot of

business and communication between the cities and the final destination of all the manufactured

products (Nonnenmacher, 2015) .

Even though the north surpassed the south in industrialization, the south maintained their

economy through their large plantations. These plantations only grew with time and southerners

began seeking for more fertile land. When the gold rush of 1849 occurred, many Americans

rushed out towards the west hoping to get lucky. This event promoted agriculture in the west as

many people found themselves out of luck when trying to strike gold. Instead of getting rich off

of gold, people had to make money from farming. With the Homestead Act of 1862, the U.S.

government began handing out free land with the expectation of cultivating it. Abraham Lincoln

said these exact words in the manifest: “That any person who is the head of a family, or who has

arrived at the age of twenty-one years, and is a citizen of the United States, (...) shall have filed

his declaration to be entitled to enter one quarter section or a less quantity of unappropriated

public lands”. This act only furthered agricultural commerce because people were eager to

receive free acres of land.

Together agriculture and industry worked together to become the power houses that they

are. Even though on the surface they seemed autonomous, both entities were interdependent on

their successes. The south was rich on farm land and the north had good resources for

industrialization. As new technologies were being developed in the big cities they arrived at the

farms, reducing hand labour and speeding up production. More people then started moving to the

big cities to feed the hungry industrial system. It was a symbiotic relationship, the agriculture



Kil
ler
Pa
pe
rs.
org

needed the industry for the new advances in technology and the consumptions of the goods that

were made in the fields. The industry needed agriculture for the food resources and the goods

produced to maintain the fast production in the factories. The north and south constantly

interacted with one another to maintain the balance supplying each other with everything needed

to keep advancing.
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