
                                        
CCCHS Archives Yield  
Notable Historical Finds  
 
Our archives – collections of historic letters, newspapers, 
photographs, court and government documents, maps, diaries 
and other items – often yield fascinating insights into the past.   
 
While doing research in our archives recently we found a 
handwritten letter from 1863 by a southerner who had come to 
Contra Costa County, swearing that he would be faithful to the 
United States and the State of California, disavowing any loyalty 
to the Confederacy (we’ll cover this in a future issue).   
 
And then there’s correspondence between longtime Contra 
Costa Judge Blair Rixon and his high-school pal, comedian 
Morey Amsterdam (of the Dick Van Dyke Show).  
  

We’ve also come across a legal judgement 
from the 1850s against one of the first 
residents of Martinez, Jose De Los Santos 
Berryessa (left), who was sued for non-
payment by a contractor who installed 
the windows in Berryessa’s home in what 
is now downtown Martinez.   The house 
stood until the 1906 earthquake damaged 
it beyond repair. 
 

Source: freepages.rootsweb.com 

These are just a few of the interesting tidbits we’ve uncovered 
while doing research for clients or special projects.  Since our 
archives fill nearly every room in the History Center and much 
of the hallway, we likely will continue to have these experiences 
for years to come.  
  

PREDICTIONS 
FROM 1964 FOR 
CONTRA COSTA… 

Our staff has reviewed the 
contents of a “time capsule” 
placed in the old County 
Building when it was built 
in 1964.  It included 
predictions for Contra 
Costa’s future.   See if they 
came true, on page 2. 

      ALSO INSIDE… 
 

“In The Archives” 
highlights our Judge 
Richard Arnason Collection 
– fifty years of courtroom 
case files ... p.  3 

Our Annual Meeting set for 
Feb. 11 – “in person” again 
for the first time in three 
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Class offered in archival 
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Time Capsule From Old County Building 
Yields Interesting Predictions From 1964 
 
By John Greitzer  
 
CCCHS in October was given a “time capsule” found by contractors 
demolishing the old County Administration Building in Martinez.  
The time capsule is actually a box of documents, pamphlets, 
photographs, and predictions for the future, which was placed in the 
then-new building in 1964.  After the contractors found it, County 
staff asked us to scan the contents into digital format.  We will 
return the contents to the County after the scanning is complete.   
 
Our staff has had a chance to go through the contents of the time 
capsule, which we will scan and preserve.  Among other things, it 
contained interesting predictions for the future that were offered by 
officials from several cities in the County.   
 
Some of the time capsule’s predictions from 1964 that have 
come true, or almost true: 
  
Pressure from conservationists will severely inhibit further filling of San Francisco Bay; 
 
downtown Walnut Creek will have a core area with only multiple-story buildings; and 
 
shopping will be done by viewing items on a television screen    
with selections made by pushing appropriate numbers. 
 
Some predictions that didn’t come true: 
 
Rapid transit will be built along the old Southern Pacific tracks 
(the tracks are now the popular Iron Horse Trail); 
 
the new County building will be “blended architecturally with 
existing older structures” (the photo at right shows the taller 
County building in stark contrast with the old County 
Courthouse and Hall of Records in front of it); and 
 
Contra Costa County will split into two counties, east and west 
(hasn’t happened yet!).                                                                      Photo found in time capsule. 

Pacific Telephone brochure from 
1964 with instructions on how to use 
new phones with push buttons; 
found in time capsule. 



 

CCCHS BULLETIN                       JANUARY 2023                                                         3 

In The Archives… 
Judge Richard Arnason Collection  
 
By John Greitzer 
Photo from CCCHS Archives 
 
We are fortunate to have the papers of longtime Contra Costa County Superior Court Judge 
Richard E. Arnason in our archives.  He was the County’s longest serving judge, from 1963 to 
2012 when he retired at age 90.  The Court donated his files to us in 2014.   
 

A North Dakota native, Richard Arnason got his law degree at Boalt Hall 
at Berkeley, went into private practice, and then was appointed to the 
bench in 1963 by Governor Edmund G. “Pat” Brown.  Notable among the 
files in his vast collection are his papers from the Angela Davis trial in 
1972,  the most publicized case he presided over in his long career.   
 
The Davis case is considered important both for sociopolitical and legal 
reasons.  Angela Davis was a political activist on trial for providing the 
guns used in a deadly armed takeover of a Marin County courtroom in 

1970.  During the ensuing shootout with police, the judge in the courtroom was killed, along 
with the armed man who had invaded the courtroom.  Since Angela Davis had purchased the 
guns used in the crime, she was charged with conspiracy, kidnapping and murder.    
 
All the Marin County judges disqualified themselves from her trial because of their association 
with their fellow judge who was killed in the shootout.  On May 13, 1971, the Chief Justice of 
the California Supreme Court appointed Judge Arnason to the trial.  At trial, the defense feared 
the all-white jury would be biased against their client, since Davis and the man who invaded the 
courtroom were African American. However, the jury acquitted Davis on all charges.   
 
The Arnason files cover every aspect of the case, including his instructions to the jury, the 
defense’s request for a change of venue (which Arnason granted) and folders full of other court 
papers, exhibits, and correspondence on all facets of the trial.   
 
Many other cases are in Judge Arnason’s files, which also include numerous books on courtroom 
practice and legal principles, correspondence with other judges, his own handwritten notes on 
many of the cases he presided over, and ephemera such as awards and citations he received 
throughout his career.   
 
Judge Arnason died in 2015 at age 94.  His files provide a fascinating look at 50 years’ worth of 
jurisprudence in Contra Costa County and the Bay Area.  CCCHS is honored to have this 
collection in our archives. 
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Annual Meeting Set For February 11 In Orinda 
 
By Tara Weber 
 
The Contra Costa County Historical Society Annual Membership 
Meeting and Luncheon is back in person! 
 
Saturday, February 11, 2023 from 11:45 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Orinda Masonic Hall, 9 Altarinda Road, Orinda 
 

This year’s program will feature “The History of the 
Joaquin Moraga Adobe” presented by Kent Long, 
President of The Friends of the Joaquin Moraga Adobe. 
 
The Joaquin Moraga Adobe was built in 1841 by Don 
Joaquin Moraga as one of two family homesteads on the 
13,000 acre “El Rancho Laguna de los Palos Colorados” 
land grant from the Mexican Government.   The Joaquin 
Moraga Adobe in Orinda is considered the oldest 
surviving building in Contra Costa County.  It has been 
recognized as a California State Historic Landmark 

since 1954 and was designated as an Orinda City Landmark in 1995. 
 
Kent Long will provide an illustrated presentation of the Adobe’s history as well as today’s 
reconstruction efforts.  The Friends of the Joaquin Moraga Adobe is a group of community 
members from Orinda, Moraga and the surrounding area who are dedicated to preserving the 
Moraga Adobe and making it accessible to the public as a History and Learning Center. 
 
We hope you will join us for this special presentation on the Moraga Adobe.   
 
Program agenda: 
Registration and Welcome Reception 
Lunch and beverages served 
Contra Costa County Historical Society Annual Review 
The Story Behind the Moraga Adobe, presented by Kent Long 
CCCHS book sales and giveaway 
 
$40.00 per person  
RSVP’s are requested by February 2, 2023 
To RSVP:  Visit www.cocohistory.org  ~ Email: mkting@cocohistory.org  ~  call 925-229-1042 
 
Accessibility:  The Orinda Masonic Hall is ADA compliant with designated parking and easy 
wheelchair access to the building.   The Hall has plenty of on-site parking and is also within 
walking distance of BART.   All County mandates for COVID-19 will be followed at this event. 

http://www.cocohistory.org/
mailto:mkting@cocohistory.org
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Class In Archival Storage Of Textiles  
Offered At Los Medanos / Brentwood Center 
 
 
Those interested in handling and storing museum and heirloom clothes and fabric may want to 
sign up for a class at the Los Medanos College Brentwood Center.  The class, “Introduction to 
Handling and Storing Museum and Heirloom Clothing & Textiles,” will be taught by Erin 
Moody on two consecutive Wednesdays, January 25 and February 1, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on 
both dates. 
 
The cost to register is $39.   
 
From the Los Medanos College class description:  “Students will learn how to handle textiles 
safely, identify a variety of textiles and store them using the appropriate archival methods.  The 
class will cover how to avoid potentially harmful environments to textiles, and how to protect 
them. Students will learn how to select and use archival materials, where to purchase them, and 
how to customize archival materials to the needs of their collections. 
 
This introductory course is for individuals who currently work or volunteer in a museum or 
history center, who have a personal collection of heirlooms they want to care for, or anyone else 
interested in museum techniques regarding storing textiles.” 
 
More information and registration is available at:  
https://losmedanos.cr3.rschooltoday.com/public/costoption/class_id/120 
 
The Brentwood Center is located at 1351 Pioneer Square in Brentwood. 
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Volunteer Position Spotlight: Greeter/Front Desk 
 
 
We are always looking for a friendly, engaging person to greet the visitors at the History 
Center!  The Greeter/Front Desk volunteer position greets and registers our guests, answers 
phones, and describes the function of the History Center.  Additionally, this position may assist 
the Director, as needed.     
 
Previous office experience is helpful although it is not required.  There is terrific opportunity to 
gain skills and learn about County history.  The amount of time you donate is up to you.   It is 
helpful for volunteers to commit to a regular monthly schedule but it is not required.  The 
History Center operating hours are Tuesday-Thursday from 9am – 4pm and the 1st and 3rd 
Saturday from 10am – 2pm.   
 
If you are interested, please contact us at: info@cocohistory.org or call (925) 229-1042 and ask 
for our Executive Director Michael McCarron.  Other available positions are Data Entry Aide, 
Event Planning, Computer Technician, Photograph Assistant, Office Assistant and more. 
 
We look forward to hearing from you! 
 

Strategic Planning Effort To Begin Soon 
As CCCHS Looks To The Future 
 
By Michael McCarron, Executive Director 

As with many organizations, the onset of the New Year will become the impetus for the Contra 
Costa County Historical Society to look forward to its future and begin the development of a 
five-year strategic plan to help shape and define that vision. 

While the details are still being worked out, it is the goal of the Board to review the last five-year 
plan and determine what goals were met, what goals need to be revised and updated, and what 
new goals need to be considered to ensure the long-term viability and growth of the CCCHS. 

The Board of Directors will be appointing a Strategic Planning Committee consisting of Board 
Members, volunteers, and members and users of CCCHS to review our mission, determine the 
organization’s strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats (SWOTs), and then develop a 
five-year plan with realistic, obtainable, and measurable goals to achieve that vision.  

mailto:info@cocohistory.org
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From The Editor 
 
 
By John Greitzer 
 
As the articles in this newsletter indicate, your Contra Costa County Historical Society is 
devoted to the past, busy in the present, and looking to the future.   
 
Our historical archives continue to grow (all but overcoming the physical space we have 
available at the History Center).  This means ever more historical resources are available to those 
who are looking for information about issues, places, or people in our past, whether it be legal 
documents, citizenship papers, photographs, biographical information or genealogy.   
 
At present, our staff is hard at work responding to research queries, processing the many boxes 
of material that we haven’t yet fully processed or catalogued, updating our inventory of books, 
having new computers and software installed, and stepping up our outreach to the county’s local 
historical societies and other organizations. 
 
As we look to the future, we will soon start a strategic planning effort that will focus on 
developing the best set of goals and priorities to ensure we are headed in the best direction for 
the next five years (see the article on page 6 about this). 
 
Through these and other efforts we will continue to bring together the past, present and future. 
 
 
 
 
History Center (our office and archives) 
724 Escobar Street, Martinez CA 94553   
Phone:  (925) 229-1042     Fax: (925) 229-1772 
Email:   info@cocohistory.org 
Hours:  Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.     

First and third Saturdays of each month from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
  
For research visits, we ask that you contact us to make an appointment. 
 
Additional Information 
Website: http://www.cocohistory.org   
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/cocohistory/ 
 
 
The Bulletin is published quarterly, in January, April, July and October. 

http://www.cocohistory.org/
https://www.facebook.com/cocohistory/
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