
                                        
We Mark The 50th Birthday Of 
BART (Bay Area Rapid Transit) 
 

Fifty years ago, the nation saw the start of a new wave of rail 
rapid transit systems with the opening of Bay Area Rapid 
Transit (BART) service right here in the East Bay. The 
operations started with a segment in Alameda County in 
September 1972.   The system expanded in stages over time, 
with service extending into Contra Costa County in 1973.   

This issue takes a look at the 
opening of the initial Contra 
Costa County stations and 
looks at some of the planning 
issues and conflicts that 
BART had to iron out.   

A BART train heads towards the Concord 
Station in 1991. Photo by Karl Mondon, 
Contra Costa Times/CCCHS Archives. 
 
 
 

CCCHS Opens Time Capsule 
From 1964 County 
Administration Building 
 

We recently were given a “time capsule” box found by the crew 
that is demolishing the old Contra Costa County Administration 
Building in downtown Martinez, about a block and a half from 
our offices.  See more on this potentially fascinating find, along 
with other items of note, inside this edition of the Bulletin.  We 
hope you enjoy it. 
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Six New Volunteers Join CCCHS  
 
 
By Mike McCarron 
 
The Contra Costa County Historical Society is pleased to announce that six new volunteers have 
signed up to assist us with our ongoing mission to “preserve, protect, and provide public access 
to the records and the heritage of Contra Costa County.” 
  
Our new volunteers are Jade Montez and Devi Swamy, both local students working on their 
degrees in Library Science; and retirees Allison Carter, Margaret Ready, Nick Kisiday and Tony 
Bettencourt.  All of the new volunteers have jumped in with both feet and are already making 
positive contributions at the History Center 
 
We welcome their interest and commitment to promote local history. 
 

Volunteer Needed For Information Technology 
 

 
An experienced information technology (IT) technician is needed at the History Center to pick 
up where our previous IT expert left off.  The Center is a small office environment with a unique 
custom network that is in the process of being upgraded.   Knowledge of principles and practices 
related to Information Technology and Networking is necessary to help us keep the Center in 
good working order and accessible to researchers.   
 
Duties may include installing software, hardware and computer components, updating malware 
protection to prevent viruses or computer hacking, troubleshooting computer issues, and 
assisting in the overall monitoring of the reports and network system. 
 
The amount of time you donate is up to you.   It is helpful for volunteers to commit to a set 
schedule but it is not required.  The History Center operating hours are Tuesday through 
Thursday from 9am to 4pm and the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of each month from 10am – 2pm.   
 
If you are interested, please contact us at: info@cocohistory.org or call (925) 229-1042 and ask 
for our Executive Director Michael McCarron.  
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 

 

mailto:info@cocohistory.org
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In The Archives: 
Nancy Fahden Collection Highlights  
Familiar Issues In Historical Perspective  
 
 
By John Greitzer 
 
Nancy Fahden made local history in 1976 – nearly fifty years ago -- when she was elected to the 
Contra Costa County Board of Supervisors.  Not only was she the first woman ever elected to the 
Board, but she was also a political novice.  In her first-ever run for political office she garnered 
65 percent of the vote, winning handily over incumbent Al Dias. 
 

She served for sixteen years, leaving the Board at the end of 
her fourth term in 1992.  Fortunately for CCCHS, we 
received a donation of her papers the following year, 
including correspondence, county reports on various issues 
she was involved with, and memorabilia from her political 
campaigns.  The Nancy Fahden Collection covers a lot of 
ground and provides historical perspective on many of the 
same issues that are in the news today.   
 
 

Photo from CCCHS Archives 
 
Among the many issues she dealt with as a county supervisor were budget cuts, including her 
efforts to maintain adequate county funding for children’s services and mental health services; 
environmental issues arising from air and groundwater discharges from the oil refineries in the 
county; domestic abuse of women and children; traffic congestion; development and 
preservation of parks; and crime. 
 
These issues could apply to the political campaigns and Board of Supervisors agendas of today.   
 
One notable accomplishment was the establishment of the Martinez Regional Shoreline Park.  
Nancy Fahden’s father had been a fisherman working from the Martinez waterfront when Nancy 
was a child.  As an adult, she grew concerned about the trash and dilapidation of the shoreline 
area, and she organized the first public clean-up of the area.  Her efforts drew more attention to 
the Martinez shoreline, and it eventually became part of the regional park system.   
 
Nancy Fahden had her hands full as a novice elected official, but she never shrank back from the 
challenges and she made her mark on the Board, on Martinez and Contra Costa County.    
She passed away in 2015 at the age of 92.   
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Historical Societies Share Ideas And Interests 
 
 
By Mike McCarron 
 
 On September 21, 2022, the Contra Costa County Historical Society hosted its first ever county-
wide historical societies lunch meeting. The meeting was a great opportunity for discussing our 
common interests. 
 
 

 
 
Photo by Steve James, CCCHS 
 
 
Attendees included representatives of the Concord Historical Society, Contra Costa Genealogical 
Society, East Contra Costa Historical Society, El Cerrito Historical Society, Hercules Historical 
Society, Moraga Historical Society, Orinda Historical Society, Pinole Historical Society, Point 
Richmond Historical Association, San Pablo Historical Society and Museum, Walnut Creek 
Historical Society, and the chairperson of Contra Costa County’s Historical Landmarks Advisory 
Committee, which provides input and recommendations to the Board of Supervisors on issues 
pertaining to historic preservation. 
  
The meeting was both collaborative and informative as the various organizations shared common 
issues, challenges, and solutions to potential problems. The group plans to make this a regular 
meeting and has tentatively scheduled to meet again in January or February 2023.  CCCHS looks 
forward to continuing these useful discussions. 
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CCCHS Examines Time Capsule From 1964 
Found During Demolition Of County Building 
 
 
By John Greitzer 
 
We recently received a box of papers – a “time capsule” – that had been buried within the 
foundation of the Joseph P. McBrien County Administration Building, which is currently being 
demolished now that the new County Administration Building has opened across the street. 
 
Our staff is going through the material, after which we will make digital copies of the contents 
and add it to our archives.  Future issues of the Bulletin will provide the details. 

 
At left, CCCHS volunteers Margie Newton (left) and Janet Stapleton 
go through the material in the box, which was given to us by County 
staff on October 5.  The box had been buried when the foundation was 
laid for the building.  The McBrien building was built in 1963-64 and 
opened for County business in 1964.  Originally called the Contra 
Costa County Administration Building, it was renamed in 1986 for 
former County Administrator Joseph P. McBrien upon his passing.   
 
Our staff is looking forward to completing their review of the material 
and letting everyone know what’s in it.   
 
 

 

Our Annual Meeting Is Set For Feb. 11, 2023 

 

By Tara Weber 

The Annual Membership Meeting of the Contra Costa County Historical Society is back in 
person, after two years on Zoom.    Join your friends in history on Saturday, February 11, 2023 
in Orinda.   The program will include lunch and feature the CCCHS Annual Review and a 
history topic yet to be announced.   Ticket price and RSVP information will be announced 
shortly.  Check your email inbox for updates or call us at (925) 229-1042. 

Saturday, February 11, 2023  11:30am-2:30pm 

Orinda Masonic Hall, 9 Altarinda Road, Orinda 
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BART Reaches The Half-Century Mark . . . 
 
 
By John Greitzer 
 
As BART marks its fiftieth year of service, we take a look at the planning of the system and the 
festivities upon the opening of the first group of Contra Costa County stations.  All the 
information and photos here are from our archives except where noted.  
 
BART’s Initial System Wasn’t Going To Include Concord Or Richmond—1960 
 
“I can’t understand why Richmond and Concord, the largest and second largest cities in this 
county, are being forgotten,” said Concord Mayor Bryan Shary.  – Contra Costa Times, October 
12, 1960.  [BART relented and added the two cities to its initial system.] 
 
Where To Put The Tracks And Rail Yards—1960 
 
Lafayette residents wanted the tracks in the median of Highway 24, not on the ground through 
their neighborhoods.—Lafayette Sun, August 10, 1960. [Note: they won.] 
 
Concord residents who would be displaced by construction of the BART rail yard complained to 
city and BART officials.  Walnut Creek residents wanted the tracks underground instead of 
elevated.—Contra Costa Times, August 24 and September 4, 1960. [Note: they lost.] 
 
 
President Johnson attends groundbreaking for construction--1964 

 
President Lyndon B. Johnson spoke at the groundbreaking 
ceremony in Concord on June 19, 1964, before a crowd 
estimated at 25,000.  The groundbreaking was for 
construction of a test track that eventually became part of the 
Concord Line.  The photo at left shows Johnson, on the right, 
talking with Governor Edmund G. Brown who is pointing at 
something.  On Governor Brown’s right is BART Chairman 
Adrian Falk, and to his right is BART General Manager B.R. 
Stokes.       
 
President Johnson hailed BART as a “victory of vision” and 
an example of “creative federalism between the federal 
government, state governments, and local communities.” --
Oakland Tribune, June 19, 1964, page 1. 



 

CCCHS BULLETIN                                  OCTOBER 2022                                                 7 

. . . From Opening Ceremonies To Busy Trains 
 
 
Service Extends To Contra Costa County On Richmond And Concord Lines--1973 
 
The Richmond Line includes stations in El Cerrito and Richmond.  The Concord Line initially 
had stations in Orinda, Lafayette, Walnut Creek, Pleasant Hill and Concord.  Service began in 
January 1973 on the Richmond Line and in May of that year on the Concord Line. 
 
The first passenger to board at Walnut Creek was our own John Mercurio--1973 
 

Our board member John Mercurio was a student at Ygnacio Valley High 
School when he attended the opening ceremonies at the Walnut Creek 
station on May 21, 1973 (thanks to John for providing his yearbook 
photo).  He was the first person to board the first train there.  John recalls 
several people were ahead of him in line but they left when things got 
delayed and John ended up being passenger #1.  He also rode the 
Fremont Line on BART’s first day of service in 1972.  John recalls how 
impressive the modern new system was at the time. 
 
The Walnut Creek festivities included a vintage car parade and a 

combined jazz band from several area high schools performing an original BART song called 
“Off And Running,” composed by Ygnacio Valley High School student Mike Miller. 
 
Pleasant Hill Station-Opening Features Jazz Great Stan Kenton--1973 
 
Famed bandleader Stan Kenton played piano with the 
College Park High School Jazz Band at the opening of the 
Pleasant Hill station.  One woman told a reporter, “I didn’t 
come to see BART.  I came to see Stan Kenton.”—Contra 
Costa Times, May 22, 1973, page 6. 
  
                                                                                                              
 
The Concord Line was extended in stages further eastward in Contra Costa County.  The North 
Concord station opened in 1995, the Bay Point station in 1996, and the Pittsburg and Antioch 
stations in 2018. There are now twelve stations in Contra Costa County. 
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Before BART, Contra Costans Rode Electric 
Trains Across The County And Beyond . . . 
 
 
Beverly Lane, longtime CCCHS Board member and curator of the Museum of the San Ramon 
Valley, is the author of Before BART: Electric Railroads Link Contra Costa County.  The 
book, published jointly by CCCHS and the Museum of the San Ramon Valley, surveyed the 
extensive network of electric trains that served much of Contra Costa County from the late 1800s 
through the first half of the 20th century.  Following are excerpts from the book, reprinted with 
permission from the author.  The photographs are from our photo archives, except where noted.   
 
“Contra Costa County visionaries built electric train systems which opened the world to rural 
residents, carrying riders to Oakland, San Francisco and Sacramento in record times. These 
electrics provided a transition between horses, steam railroads and motor vehicles… 

 
This new way to travel provided both passenger and freight 
service. Students rode it to high school in Concord and Danville 
and to college in Berkeley, shoppers went to Oakland and San 
Francisco for the day, and commuters used it regularly. During 
the Great War, workers rode “The Riveter” from Danville to the 
shipyards at Bay Point, a distance of 39.2 miles which took 
about an hour…  
 
Trains carried freight and produce…cattle, steel products and  
quarried rock. The “Produce Cannonballs” brought fresh pears, 
grapes, plums, and asparagus to the Oakland Produce Market 
from Sacramento Valley and Contra Costa farms…  
 

 
During San Francisco’s Pan-Pacific International Exposition 
of 1915, special OA&E [Oakland, Antioch & Eastern] trains 
brought visitors to the Oakland pier for the ferry ride across 
the Bay.  Contra Costa Day was April 3, 1915… 
 
Military supplies were transportation by electric rails…U.S. 
Steel in Pittsburg sent wire and rolls of steel on the electric 
trains going both east and west…” 
                                                                                                                                                  Sacramento Northern trains at a siding at 

the Concord depot in 1941. 

A Sacramento Northern electric 
train stops at the Walnut Creek 
depot on Walnut Avenue in the 
1940s. 
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. . . With Routes Linking Contra Costa To 
Sacramento And San Francisco  
 
 
“At its peak in the 1930s, the Sacramento Northern became the longest electric interurban 
railway in the country, providing main line service from Oakland to Chico for 177 miles…From 
1913 to 1939, electric riders from Contra Costa took the ferry at the Key system’s Oakland pier 
to San Francisco… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Key System’s pier in Oakland, where passengers switched to a 
ferry for a ride into San Francisco.  The pier was opened in 1903 and 

abandoned when the Bay Bridge was completed in 1936 and the 
trains were routed over the bridge.  Source: flickr.com.. 

 
As better roads were built and motorized vehicles began to out-compete the railroads, bus service 
gradually replaced electric rail lines.  The system’s long line to Richmond closed in 1933…The 
San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge was completed in 1936, spelling the end of the picturesque 
Key ferries… 
 
Abandonments of the Key System and Sacramento Northern occurred as a new approach to rapid 
transit came to the fore – public funding.  After much debate, voters in Alameda, Contra Costa 
and San Francisco counties approved the San Francisco Bay Area Rapid Transit District (BART) 
in 1962 and created an entirely new, modern system…” 
 
Editor’s note:  Thanks to Beverly Lane for allowing the use of these excerpts from her book, 
which is available for purchase at cocohistory.org. 
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Calendar 
 
 
Saturdays we are open for remainder of 2022 (from 10am to 2pm) 
 
November 5 
 
November 19 
 
December 3  
 
December 17 (our last business day in 2022)  
 
Important dates in 2023 
 
January 3—our first business day in 2023 
 
February 11—CCCHS Annual Meeting (time to be announced) 
 
 

Correction 
 
 
Oops – we erred on a photo caption 

On the front page of the July edition of the Bulletin, 
we incorrectly referred to the pickup truck in this 
photo as a “historic Studebaker.”  It is a 1936 
International.  Thanks to the owner of the truck for 
correcting our error.   
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From The Editor 
 
 
By John Greitzer 
 
Greetings to all of our members and readers.  I hope this issue of the Bulletin finds you well.   
 
As the fall months move along, so does a bustling hum of activity at the History Center.  This is 
a welcome development for us.  After more than two years of greatly reduced operations, and 
then gradually rekindling the work effort, we are finally beginning to approach the pre-COVID 
level of activity in our offices.   
 
We have a bunch of new volunteers (as described on page 2), we are getting more and more 
requests for information from researchers, and our outreach with various community groups and 
the general public has been growing steadily.  During my weekly volunteer shifts at the History 
Center, there is an energy and vitality in the place that feels like a long-lost friend.  Sometimes 
it’s even hard for me to find a workstation, since they’re all occupied now with productive 
volunteers, and that is a very nice problem to have. 
 
With our new website almost ready, and a bunch of new computers and other technology being 
installed, it’s shaping up to be a grand reawakening.  I hope you can share it with us. 
 
 
 
 
 
History Center (our office and archives) 
724 Escobar Street, Martinez CA 94553   
Phone:  (925) 229-1042     Fax: (935) 229-1772 
Email:   info@cocohistory.org 
 
Hours:  Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.     

First and third Saturdays of each month from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
 We are closed from December 20 through the rest of the year, reopening January 3. 
 
If you plan to visit, please call ahead first to make sure we’re open.   
For research visits, we ask that you contact us to make an appointment. 
 
Additional Information 
Website: http://www.cocohistory.org  or find us on Facebook 
The Bulletin is published quarterly, in January, April, July and October. 

http://www.cocohistory.org/
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