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CCCHS Board Embarks on Ambitious Strategic Planning Mission         Editor 

(Standing, from left: John Mercurio, Andrea Blachman, John Burgh, Beverly Lane, Scott Saftler, Donald Bastin, Steve James, 

Priscilla Couden.   Sitting, from left:  John Greitzer, Lisa Gorrell, Oliver Bray, Tara Weber) 

On May 14th of this year, the CCCHS Board held its 

kick-off meeting in a long-range visioning process to 

help us move into the future with confidence, 

imagination, and security.  With time, and the 

inevitable changes that time brings, it is imperative 

that we periodically review our status, challenges, and 

plans for the future.  To help us with this process, our 

president, John Greitzer, enlisted the services of Sid 

Landman, a retired businessman, and member of the 

Senior Corps of Retired Executives (SCORE).  Mr. 

Landman’s expertise is offered free of charge. 

Our agenda was necessarily general:  Develop a long-

term goal/vision in both qualitative and quantitative 

terms, and to examine the steps necessary to reach 

those goals.  The devil, they say, is in the details. And 

with the cool, experienced mind of Mr. Landman to 

direct our discourse, it quickly became evident that, 

while our general outlook for our future was simple 

enough (get more space, more money, and more 

recognition), our path to those goals was indistinct 

and unformed.  We needed help. 

First of all, it became evident that our dreams of 

virtually unlimited economic resources were 

unrealistic, and that a million-dollar budget was 
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beyond our reach.  Scaling back to around a quarter 

of a million dollars would still be a challenge, but 

doable.  This would still enable us to regularly 

contribute to our newly-created endowment fund, 

which, in time, would help us to stay afloat in an 

uncertain future.  Secondly, and perhaps more 

important, it became clear that we had to do more to 

make ourselves known to the County community 

(Mr. Landman admitted that he had never heard of us 

before being contacted by John).  “Outreach” has 

become our new rallying cry.  For the next several 

weeks we kicked around ideas for making ourselves 

better known, from contacting local organizations, 

offering more member incentives, getting involved 

with sister historical societies, and advertising our 

strengths right here in this newsletter.  Did you know, 

for instance, that around 21,000 photographs are now 

available on our website?  No historical society in the 

county offers the researcher access to such a large 

collection with such ease of access. And the list is 

growing daily.  

Partial list of additional Services: 

 Archival and genealogical resources for 

students, researchers and families 

 Source material for teachers 

 Public access to our databases through our 

public access computer terminals (PACT) and 

through our website 

 Scan archival materials, especially large format 

items, for guests 

 Volunteer opportunities  

 Assist our sister societies by promoting their 

collections and events 

 Provide speakers for service clubs and other 

groups 

In addition, in order to meet the needs of people who 

do not find it convenient to visit our History Center 

during the week, we will now (as of August 1) be 

open 2 Saturdays (1st and 3rd) each month. More on 

this in the executive director’s message, below.   

Stay tuned for more updates.  

“Envision Contra Costa 2040” 

Carol Jensen, Chair, CC County Historical Landmarks Advisory 

Committee and author of books about East County 

The County of Contra Costa is developing its General 

Plan for the next 20 years. This process is required by 

law of every city, county, municipal and park district 

in the state. Revisions of such plans are required 

“periodically” but most entities opt to create plans of 

at least 10 years. The current plan (2005-2020) covers 

15 years, and is easily accessed online at:  

www.co.contra-costa.ca.us/4732/General-Plan 

Because of the length of time involved in the latest 

revision, this guiding document for the next 20 years 

deserves public involvement in its contents. 

The 2040 General Plan is under the direction of Will 

Nelson, Principal Planner, Department of 

Conservation and Development of the County.  An 

experienced outside consulting firm, PlaceWorks, 

Inc., has been engaged to do the actual writing of the 

plan that affects the unincorporated areas of Contra 

Costa County.  (Incorporated cities have their 

separate General Plan process.) 

Chapters or “Elements” of the 2005-2020 Plan 

include Land Use (which includes “History”), Growth 

Management, Transportation and Circulation, 

Housing, Open Space, Safety, and Noise. The 

General Plan that will be in force until 2040 adds the 

Elements of Economic Development, Sustainability, 

Environmental Justice, and Commentary.  The 

present 2005-2020 Plan contains only Archaeological 

Resources and Historic Resources with a very narrow 

definition of Historic Resources.  In addition, 

“History” is inconsistently scattered throughout the 

2005-2020 General Plan.  Often items of historic 

significance are hidden in seemingly unrelated 

Elements.  For example, Element 3: Transportation 

specifically addresses one of our most historic resorts 

and site of the WWII home front effort, “Camp 

Tracy,” stating “The historic significance of the Byron 

Hot Springs site is acknowledged, the rehabilitation of 

http://www.co.contra-costa.ca.us/4732/General-Plan
http://www.co.contra-costa.ca.us/4732/General-Plan
http://www.co.contra-costa.ca.us/4732/General-Plan
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buildings of historic value at 

the Byron Hot Springs site 

and the re-establishment of 

the historic use of the 

buildings as a hotel and spa 

are supported.” In another 

place, the Scenic Routes 

section of Element 5: 

Transportation and 

Circulation) addresses the 

preservation and 

enhancement of scenic vistas 

and sites along county 

roadways, but nowhere 

mentions the value of historic preservation of these 

sites. An example of a site that could be included 

would be the hill above the Mota Ranch in Pittsburg 

where the 1772 Fages-Crespi exploration first beheld 

the vast expanse of the California Delta reaching 

south into the San Joaquin Valley. Yet, these historic 

directives and sites are not included in the General 

Plan under Historic Resources.  

The New General Plan is Taking Us to 2040 

We are now challenged to revise and improve the 

General Plan to include a more contemporary and 

broader definition of “history” and integrate it into 

the new General Plan Elements.  Many historical 

societies throughout the County are discussing 

suggested content for the new General Plan.  Our 

interpretation of our County history has changed 

since the Open Space Element: History and Cultural 

Resources introduction was written in 1985 for the 

2005-2020 General Plan, and a re-write is in order.   

 

The definition of “History” has evolved over the 

decades.  It is more than Archeological Resources and 

Historical Resources today.  Let us expand these 

Historic and Cultural Resource areas to include or 

incorporate:  architecture, historic vistas, historic 

shorelines, arts & entertainment venues, maritime 

industry, landmarks, agricultural heritage, Native 

American culture, industrial development, homeland 

war effort, and transportation.  I am sure you have 

additional areas to add.  Your ideas count only if they 

are expressed during the General Plan public 

comment process now underway. 

Think of your input to the process in terms of goals, 

policies, and actions you would like taken in the broad 

category of History.  Many nonprofit societies think 

of their plans in terms of mission, goals, and 

objectives.  Brainstorm.  This is our-once-in-a-

generation opportunity to acknowledge and ensure 

quality of life and economic benefits accruing from 

the historic resources in Contra Costa County. These 

benefits range from pre-history archeology to mid-

century moderne architecture.   

What You Can Do 

The County Conservation and Development 

Department goal is completion of the 2040 General 

Plan in August, 2019. That is tomorrow in planning 

time. Public community meetings have already been 

held or are scheduled throughout the County.  Find 

and attend a meeting convenient to you at 

https://envisioncontracosta2040.org/ 

Sign up on this website for General Plan updates to 

be sent to your email.  Make your voice heard so that 

history, architecture, historic vistas, historic sites, 

cultural and physical anthropology, and landmarks are 

key to maintaining and enhancing the quality of life 

for all County residents. So too, emphasize the 

economic benefit of agricultural, cultural, and history-

based tourism.   This is an often underappreciated 

source of employment development and wages.  

The Historic Landmarks Advisory Committee to the 

Board of Supervisors encourages you to attend a 

committee meeting. The next public meeting is 

August 8, 2019, 2:30 pm, 30 Muir Road, Martinez, CA 

in the Zoning Administration Room. Past and future 

committee meeting dates and agendas are available on 

the website:  http://www.co.contra-

costa.ca.us/4318/Historical-Landmarks-Advisory-

Committee. Here you can provide comment and 

support nominations for inclusion on the County 

Historic Resources Inventory.  Get involved! 

https://envisioncontracosta2040.org/
https://envisioncontracosta2040.org/
http://www.co.contra-costa.ca.us/4318/Historical-Landmarks-Advisory-Committee
http://www.co.contra-costa.ca.us/4318/Historical-Landmarks-Advisory-Committee
http://www.co.contra-costa.ca.us/4318/Historical-Landmarks-Advisory-Committee
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California Delta Recognized in new 

National Heritage Area (NHA)     Editor 

In the Spring of 2019, the Sacramento-San Joaquin 

Delta National Heritage Area was created by an act of 

Congress.  NHAs are defined as “places where 

natural, cultural, and historic resources combine to 

form a cohesive, nationally important landscape.”  

The map above shows the boundaries of this huge 

area, which incorporates a significant portion of east 

and north Contra Costa County.  Thus, our society 

and the citizens of our county have a natural place at 

the table in planning for the future of this immensely 

important slice of California.   

The new Heritage Area is under the direction of the 

Delta Protection Commission.  That commission has 

a 3-year mandate to come up with a management plan 

for the HA, which, incidentally, will have “no effect 

on water rights, property rights, or hunting and 

fishing rights in the designated area.”  A 3- day forum 

on the new site was held in June of this year.  Like the 

General Plan for the County, the visioning process 

for this new site will take imagination, thoughtful 

consideration, and hard work.  To become involved, 

visit the NHA website at: 
delta.ca.gov/delta_heritage/delta_national_heritage_area/ 

     San Pablo History Featured at  

     Author in the Archives Talk             Editor 

Saturday, May 11, was the date of our most recent 

“Author in the Archives” talk.  On stage was Daniel 

Smith, author of Stepping Stones, The Story of San Pablo.  

From left to right in the above photo, we see Janet 

Pottier, Director, San Pablo Historical and Museum 

Society; Daniel Smith; Rich Kinney, Mayor of San 

Pablo; and Tara Weber, Board member and events 

manager. Also in attendance was Elizabeth Pabon-

Alvarado, (left), San 

Pablo City Council-

member. 

San Pablo is one of 

the oldest 

communities in 

Contra Costa 

County, and sits 

within the boundaries of the Rancho San Pablo, 

granted to Francisco Castro, whose family were the 

first residents of what was to become Contra Costa 

County.  The city was incorporated in 1948, and has a 

current population of around 30,000.   

The venue was the Campbell Theater, which has 

proven to be a great place to feature our events.  To 

learn more about the resources of the San Pablo 

Historical society, visit: 

https://www.sanpabloca.gov/943/History 

http://delta.ca.gov/delta_heritage/delta_national_heritage_area/
http://delta.ca.gov/delta_heritage/delta_national_heritage_area/
https://www.sanpabloca.gov/943/History
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On Thursday, May 16, the CCCHS Board of Directors held its 

monthly meeting in one of the rooms of the old Port Costa School 

building now being rehabilitated by members of the Port Costa 

Preservation Society. They recently opened the Port Costa Museum at 

the school. The following is a summary of this tremendous effort, from 

one of the principal participants. Ed.  

 

An Old Building with a New Museum                          
Suzanne Statler 

For the past 30 years, the residents of Port Costa and 

the Port Costa Conservation Society have been 

restoring their 1911 Port Costa School.  The PCCS 

Board of Directors always had envisioned a Museum, 

historic classroom and interpretive center as part of 

the school usage. 

Photo:  The Port Costa Museum’s largest artifact is the 1933 Studebaker 

Fire Engine.  It is the town’s first motorized fire engine and was purchased 

in 1936 with the proceeds of town women’s bake sales.  It was donated to 

the Port Costa Conservation Society by the Crockett Carquinez Firefighters 

Association in 2019 and will be displayed and driven as a self-propelled 

piece of Port Costa history! 

This year, that vision has taken form.  The Port Costa 

Museum & Archives Project was launched in January 

2019.  The project brings together the contributions 

of many Port Costa residents – past and present – 

who had the foresight to preserve stories, newspaper 

articles, photographs, documents, videos and artifacts 

that are a part of the town history.   

As we catalog, scan, and store these collections, we 

are designing displays and docent tours to introduce 

visitors to our town and regional history – including 

the characters and controversies that have kept Port 

Costa as a sort of unique outpost in Contra Costa 

County.   

The Port Costa Museum is located at 1 Plaza del 

Hambre at the Historic Port Costa School.  It is 

managed and operated by the Port Costa 

Conservation Society – a 501(c)(3).  Tours can be 

scheduled by contacting Suzanne Statler – 

PortCostaMuseum@gmail.com 

Editor’s comments: Port Costa is an unincorporated town, with 

a population of just under 200, situated along the Carquinez 

Strait, between Crockett and Martinez.  It is surrounded by 

East Bay Regional Park land, and is a unique place in our 

County, with a colorful past. Coincidentally, it is well within 

the boundaries of the new Delta Heritage Area, described 

above. 

During the late 19th century, Port Costa was an important port 

city, shipping wheat from central California farms to the rest of 

the U.S. and to ports around the world.  This period is 

captured in the novel, “The Octopus,” published in 1901.  For 

a time, Port Costa was the southern terminus of the Central 

Pacific train ferry Solano (later joined by the Contra 

Costa).  With the construction of the new train bridge in 

1930, the town lost business and residents.  The photo above 

shows an aerial view of virtually the entire town.  The school is 

the large building at the middle-top.  With such a small 

population, the residents are to be commended on the progress 

they have made in the rehabilitation of the old school building.  

They are looking for volunteers, especially to help with scanning 

of their growing archive.  To help out, contact Suzanne at the 

address above, or visit website:  

https://www.portcostaconservationsociety.com/                                     

mailto:PortCostaMuseum@gmail.com
https://www.portcostaconservationsociety.com/
https://www.portcostaconservationsociety.com/
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Point Molate Beach Park:   

Chinese Fishermen on Richmond’s Western 

Shoreline                                Donald Bastin 

A year ago, in our Summer edition of the Bulletin, 

we reviewed the status of the newly emerging park 

area being developed along Richmond’s western 

shoreline. While the old Winehaven Winery castle 

is the center of attention, part of this area is 

already open to the public, as a Richmond City 

park (photo, right, looking north toward Pt. Molste). Known 

as Pt. Molate Beach Park, this was once home to a 

thriving shrimp-harvesting 

industry, occupied by Chinese 

fishermen (photo, left, looking south 

toward Pt. Castro).  From about 

1870 to 1912, small groups of 

fishermen shared this space and 

sailed between 3-5 boats, 

netting the small bay shrimp 

common at that time.  The 

shrimp would be boiled in salt 

water immediately after the 

boats came ashore, and then they were stripped of their shells and dried in the sun, for storage and later sale locally 

or shipment to China.  The community was small, probably no more than 30 individuals.  Women were rare, but 

there is evidence that organic families sometimes lived here, and that children may have been born at the site.  

Not long ago, my wife and I, with our daughter and our grand children, visited the site and wandered along its 

beach and shallow-water shoreline.  The kids, of course, picked up shells, rocks, bits 

of colored glass (rounded off by years of washing in the sand) and, interestingly, pieces 

of what looked like pottery.  These caught my attention.  Within perhaps an hour, I 

had picked up, mostly along the beach, but also from the dirt walls that were being 

weathered away by the waves, these fragments of what look to be, not only pottery 

shards, but pottery of a distinctly oriental flavor.  The large brown pieces appear to be 

fragments of what were possibly large earthenware cooking pots; the finer china ware 

pieces were probably pieces of table ware. Were these part of the long-ago lives that 

once called this place home?  Hard to think just what else they might be.  People do 

come to the site today to have a picnic, but how many bring along pottery or china?   

Today, plans are being made to link the park to Pt. Richmond with a new section of the Bay Trail, which will then 

continue on to the old castle at Winehaven , all part of a grand plan to make the western shoreline a destination. 

The construction of the initial section of trail will be carried out by the EBRPD.  It may be that the Park District 

will, in time, take over operation of the beach park itself.  But that remains to be seen.  In any case, Richmond is 

home to one more lovely shoreline park, with deep historical roots.  
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From the President    
Our staff and board are racking up 
the work hours on a variety of 
important projects. For instance, we 
continue to receive film and fiche 
from the publishers of the old Contra 
Costa Times, and are in need of a 
scanner/printer/reader for these 
media. We have our sights on a 

$5,000 machine that will enable researchers to read 
through the media, find articles and then print them 
out or scan them into digital files. 
 

We want to carve out space in our crowded office 

area for more work stations, but we need newer 

modular furniture instead of the old (and enormous) 

schoolteachers’ desks that we now have.  ED Priscilla 

Couden and Board members Scott Saftler and Lisa 

Gorrell have been trying to figure out how much 

more space we need (both at the HC and in remote 

archive facilities), and how to best arrange  our assets 

and archives.  It’s an ongoing project. 

 

A need for space arises from the planned closure of 

the Pleasant Hill Library, expected next year.  We 

expect to receive a portion of their collection of local 

historical material.   

 

Priscilla also is working with Board members Tara 

Weber and Oliver Bray on developing a new, updated 

outreach plan, which we will use to more effectively 

make our presence known among other institutions, 

the local news media, the public and researchers, 

including in-person and online research clients.   

 

Among other things, I have been working with Lisa 

Gorrell to write up descriptions of our special 

collections, which Lisa is then posting on the state’s 

Online Archives of California. The state offers this   

opportunity to institutions throughout California to 

make information more available to researchers 

across the country and beyond.  Check it out at 

https://oac.cdlib.org/. 

 

 Come by and see what we’ve been doing. 

                                                                 John Greitzer 

From the Executive Director  

Summer is finally upon us, and 

you will have received our mid-

year appeal not long ago.  

Thanks to those who have 

already donated, and a reminder 

to the rest: Your dollars really 

make a difference. 

It has been a busy year—many inquiries, several new 

volunteers, more donations like 21 boxes of real 

estate brochures and all of the remaining Contra Costa 

Times newspapers on microfilm as well as clippings 

files.  Volunteers are working valiantly to get the 

listings up on the website. 

For the next half of the year we plan to make the 

archives even more accessible by being open more 

often.  Starting in August, we will be open on the first 

and third Saturdays from 10-2.  Our dedicated 

archivist, Maxine Brown, will be in charge on the first 

Saturdays, and I will continue to be here on the third 

Saturdays.  It’s a good chance to meet Maxine and 

learn about the skills she puts into keeping the 

archives up to date.  On Saturdays, also, you’ll enjoy 

meeting Scott, our IT guy and board member, Jim, a 

great tour guide, who for several years has been 

working with the photos we received from the Contra 

Costa Times, Rich, who is heading up our team of 

those readying our obituaries for our website, 

Heather, inventory specialist extraordinaire, and 

other, more recent, volunteers.  Please drop in to get 

a tour or learn to do research from our Saturday 

volunteers. 

While you’re here, be sure to check out our bookstore 

(you may also check our books for sale on our 

website:( www.cocohistory.org.)  Members save 10% 

on their purchases.   

Finally, remember that as a member of the Society, 

you are eligible for the programs and savings rates of 

our partner, the Spectrum Credit Union.  Check out 

their offerings at www.spectrumcu.org. 

I look forward to seeing you soon!       Priscilla 

https://oac.cdlib.org/
http://www.cocohistory.org/
http://www.spectrumcu.org/
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                Mark Your Calendar 
3rd Saturday, July 20 – History Center open 10-2 

1st Saturday, August 3 – History Center open 10-2 

Saturday, August 17 – Martinez Vintage Market; 
Check out our booth for unusual items and historic 
photographs.  Start your Christmas shopping here! 

1st Saturday, September 7 – HC open 10-2 
 
Saturday, September 21, Author in the Archives – 
Campbell Theatre.  Author Dan Hamel, Ghosts of 
Black Diamond 

1st Saturday, October 5, HC open 10-2 

3rd Saturday, October 19 – HC open 10-2 

 
                 Mission Statement 
Our Mission is to Preserve, Protect and Provide public access to 
the records and heritage of Contra Costa County, California. 
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Contra Costa County Historical Society 
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    President………………………. John Greitzer 
    1st Vice President……………… Tara Weber 
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    Secretary………………………. Lisa Gorrell 
    Treasurer………………………. Steven James 

    Donald Bastin  Andrea Blachman    
    Oliver Bray                           John Burgh 
    John Mercurio                      Scott Saftler 
                Betty Maffei – Member Emeritus 

Executive Director:  Priscilla A. Couden, Ph.D. 
Newsletter Editor:  Donald Bastin 

The History Center 

724 Escobar Street, Martinez, CA  94553 
Phone:  925-229-1042    Fax:  925-229-1772 

Open Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 9 am-4 pm 
Open 3rd Saturday, 10 am-2 pm;  Email: info@cocohistory.org 

Website: www.cocohistory.org; Find us on Facebook  

mailto:info@cocohistory.org
http://www.cocohistory.org/

